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Dear readers,We present to you the key information on activitiesof the Parliament of Montenegro in the period from 1to 31 December, which is, in the form of monthlynewsletter “Open Parliament”, prepared byParliamentary Service. During December, the Third Sitting of the SecondOrdinary (Autumn) Session of the Parliament ofMontenegro in 2020, First-Constituent Sitting of theSecond Ordinary (Autumn) Session of the Parliamentof Montenegro in 2020, and the Fourth Sitting of theSecond Ordinary (Autumn) Session of the Parliamentof Montenegro in 2020, took place.Committees considered seven proposals for a law,and performed other activities within their oversightrole.In focus of this month’s newsletter is the President’sspeech at the Energy Community ParliamentaryPlenum meeting.The newsletter is published monthly through whichthe Parliament endeavours to bring its work closer toMontenegrin citizens.We consider this publication to be very significant asa reliable source of information regarding the work ofthe Parliament and we hope that you will find it useful. We remain open to your comments and suggestions,as well as criticism, which can help us bring morequality to our work.
Respectfully,

Parliamentary Service

LEGISLATIVE AND
OVERSIGHT ACTIVITY

FOREWORD

at the Third Sitting of the Second Ordinary
(autumn) Session of the Parliament of Montenegro
in 2020, the Parliament of Montenegro elected thePrime Minister and members of the 42nd Governmentof Montenegro, as well as appointed chair and membersof the standing committees of the 27th term as well aschair and members of the Commission for Monitoringand Control of the Privatisation Procedure.Within the first-Constituent Sitting of the Second
Ordinary (autumn) Session of the Parliament of
Montenegro in 2020, the Parliament adopted theDecision on determining the number of vice-presidentsand elected two vice-presidents from among theparliamentary majority. Branka Bošnjak and StrahinjaBulajić were elected vice-presidents of the 27thParliament of Montenegro.At the fourth Sitting of the Second Ordinary
(autumn) Session of the Parliament of Montenegro
in 2020  MPs adopted the following: Decision onestablishing the Committee on Comprehensive ElectoralReform, Decision on Amendments to the Rules ofProcedure of the Parliament of Montenegro,  Law onAmendment to the Labour Law, Proposal for 2021financial plans together with work plans of independentregulatory bodies, namely: Agency for Electronic Media,Agency for Electronic Communications and PostalServices, Regulatory Agency for Energy and RegulatedUtility Services, Agency for Insurance Supervision andCapital Market Commission, Law on Amendments to theLaw on freedom of religion or beliefs and legal status ofreligious communities, Law on Amendments to the Law
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on Civil Servants and State Employees, Law onSupplements to the Law on Health Care, Law onAmendments to the Law on Credit Institutions, Law onAmendments to the Law on Recovery and Resolution ofCredit Institutions and Law on Amendments to the Lawon Fiscalisation in the Trade in Goods and Services.Within the item of Elections and appointments, theParliament adopted the Decision on the appointment ofnine members of the State Election Commission andnoted the completion of the procedure for appointingmembers of the Council for Civilian Control of PoliceOperations.
Proposals for law deliberated in committees

•    Proposal for a Law on amendments to the Law on
freedom of religion or beliefs and legal status of
religious communities was considered andproposed to the Parliament of Montenegro foradoption by the Legislative Committee and theCommittee on Human Rights and Freedoms.

•    Proposal for a Law on amendments to the Law on
Credit Institutions was considered and proposed tothe Parliament of Montenegro for adoption by theLegislative Committee and the Committee onEconomy, Finance and Budget.

•    Proposal for a  Law on amendments to the Law on
Recovery and Resolution of Credit Institutionswas considered and proposed to the Parliament ofMontenegro for adoption by the LegislativeCommittee and the Committee on Economy, Financeand Budget.

•    Proposal for a Law on Supplements to the Law on
Health Care was considered and proposed to theParliament for adoption by the Legislative Committeeand the Committee on Economy, Finance and Budget.

•    Proposal for a  Law on amendment to the Labour
Law was considered and proposed to the Parliamentfor adoption by the Committee on Health, Labour andSocial Welfare and the Legislative Committee. 

•    Proposal for a Law on amendments to the Law on
fiscalisation in the Trade in Goods and Serviceswas considered and proposed to the Parliament foradoption by the Committee on Economy, Finance andBudget and the Legislative Committee.

•    Proposal for a Law on amendments to the Law on
Civil Servants and State Employees was consideredand proposed to the Parliament of Montenegro foradoption by the Committee on Political System,Judiciary and Administration and the LegislativeCommittee.

Proposals for other acts deliberated in committees•   Proposal for a Decision on amendments to the
Rules of Procedure of the Parliament of
Montenegro was considered and proposed to theParliament for adoption by the Legislative Committee

and the Committee on Political System, Judiciary andAdministration.
•    Proposal for a Decision on establishing the

Committee on Comprehensive Electoral Reformwas considered and proposed to the Parliament foradoption by the Legislative Committee and theCommittee on Political System, Judiciary andAdministration.
Other activities of working bodies•    At its First Meeting held on 30 December, the

Constitutional Committee adopted the InformationNote on the termination of office of the twoConstitutional Court judges and the Proposal for thedecision on the termination of office of the twoConstitutional Court judges Hamdija Šarkinović andMevlida Muratović.

•    At the first meeting, held on 25 December, the
Legislative Committee elected Jovanka Lalićić asDeputy Chair of the Committee.•    At the First meeting, held on 24 December, the
Committee on Political System, Judiciary and
administration held a consultative hearing of acandidate from a list of applicants who fulfil statutoryconditions for the position of the Supreme PublicProsecutor. After the hearing of the candidateDanijela Marković, the Committee will send a reportto the Parliament of Montenegro for furtherconsideration and decision-making.

•    At its First Meeting held on 30 December, the
Committee on International Relations and
Emigrants considered the 2019 Performance Reportof the Diaspora Administration. Following a
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comprehensive discussion, the Committee membersdid not support the 2019 Performance Report of theDiaspora Administration with a majority of votes.•    At its First Meeting, held on 28 December, the
Committee on Economy, finance and Budgetconsidered and decided to propose to the Parliamentto adopt the proposals for financial plans togetherwith work plans of the following independentregulatory bodies for 2021: Agency for ElectronicMedia, Agency for Electronic Communications andPostal Services, Regulatory Agency for Energy andRegulated Utility Services of Montenegro, InsuranceSupervision Agency, and Capital Market Commission.

•    At the second meeting, the Committee on Health,
Labour and Social Welfare held a consultativehearing of Minister of Health Jelena Borovinić-Bojovićon the topic: “Considering epidemiological situationwith respect to the current measures to be appliedduring the upcoming holidays”.•    At the third meeting, held on 3 December, the
administrative Committee, at the suggestion of thePresident of the Parliament of Montenegro AleksaBečić, and in line with Article 6 of the Decision onspecial advisers in the Parliament of Montenegro, theCommittee appointed Vuk Janković, law graduate, andDuško Stjepović, international law specialist, asadvisor to the President of the Parliament ofMontenegro.•    At the fourth meeting, held on 16 December,  LuigiShkreli was elected Deputy Chair of the Committee.Also, in line with the Electronic Media Law, theCommittee initiated the procedure for appointmentof two members of the Council of the Agency forElectronic Media by issuing the Public call toauthorised proposers - non-governmentalorganisations dealing with the protection of humanrights and freedoms and the association ofcommercial broadcasters.•    At the follow up of the meeting, on 17 December, theCommittee has drawn up a List of candidates for theelection of chairs and members of the standingcommittees of the 27th Parliament of Montenegroand  has unanimously established the Proposal for the

Decision on the election of chairperson and membersof the Commission.•    At the fifth meeting, held on 28 december, theCommittee determined, in accordance with proposalsby political parties and coalitions from theparliamentary majority and opposition, the Proposalfor a decision on appointing nine members of theState Election Commission. The Committee decidedto propose to the Parliament of Montenegro toappoint the following as members of the StateElection Commission:  Koča Đurišić, as member, MilošGiljen, as alternate member;Dražen Medojević, asmember, Milan Marović, as alternate member; MilisavĆorić, as member, Gavro Golubović, as alternatemember; Vladimir Čađenović, as member, NikolaAngelovski, as alternate member; Nataša Pešić, asmember, Mersudin Dautović, as alternate member;Vera Mijatović, as member, Dragana Pima, as alternatemember; Nikola Dedeić, as member, Asim Andrić, asalternate member; Aleksandar Jovićević, as member,Aleksandar Mitrović, as alternate member;HarisMekić, as member, Hajrullah Hajdari, as alternatemember. Furthermore, the Committee decided topropose to the Parliament of Montenegro to appointNikola Dedeić as Secretary of the State ElectionCommission.

•    At the First Meeting, held on 23 December, the
Commission for Monitoring and Control of the
Privatisation Procedure elected Dragica Sekulić  forDeputy Chair of the Commission. In addition,members of the Commission presented their opinionsand views regarding the future methodology andmanner of work of the Commission.  
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NEWS FROM PARLIAMENT
Parliament elects the 42nd Government of Montenegro

Logo of Parliament

The Logo of Parliament is the graphic sign used for the purposes of the public representation of a parliament.

PARLIAMENTARY GLOSSARY

1 Doc. dr Komar, Olivera, Prof. dr Ivana Jelić, Nataša Komnenić, Irena Mijanović, Jelena Radonjić, Vlatko Šćepanović, Parlamentarni leksikon, Podgorica,Skupština Crne Gore 2016, p 236

Conference-Towards better parliamentary oversight:What can the Law on Parliament do? held       President of the Parliament Aleksa Bečić, opened on15 December the Conference "Towards better parliamentaryoversight: What can Law on Parliament do?", organised by the Institute Alternative, and held in the Parliament ofMontenegro. In his introductory address, President Bečić pointed out that these events, which are the result of goodcooperation between the highest legislative and representative house of citizens and the non - governmental sector, theParliament demonstrated openness and ability to act aforum for dialogue on various topics important forparliamentary life, society and state. Bečić said that thetopic of the conference was of extreme importancebecause it opens the issue of the Law on Parliament andstated:"Systematic regulation, normative shaping ofparliamentarism, and clear definition of legislativerelations with other branches of government, issomething which, I am sure, all well-intentioned actors ofpolitical and overall social life strongly aspire to."He saidthat “The conference should be used as a chance to pointto the need of reasserting the role of parliament, and as aplatform to consider the best solutions that should be incorporated into the content of the law in question". He expressedfirm belief that the priority of this term of Parliament will be to strengthen control and oversight role of the Parliament. Theconference was organised by the Institute Alternative within the "Parliamentary Oversight for Better Governance" project,with the financial support by the National Endowment for Democracy (NED).

At the Third Sitting of the SecondOrdinary (Autumn) Session ofthe Parliament of Montenegro in 2020,the Prime Minister and members of the42nd Government of Montenegro, wereelected.
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NEWS FROM PARLIAMENT

Chair and members of the working bodies electedOn the fourth Day of the Third Sitting of the Second Ordinary (Autumn) Session of the Parliament of Montenegroin 2020, held on 17 December, The Parliament appointed chair and members of the standing committees of the27th term as well as chair and members of the Commission for Monitoring and Control of the Privatisation Procedure.
Two Vice-Presidents of the Parliament electedWithin the First-Constituent Sitting of the Second Ordinary (Autumn) Session of the Parliament of Montenegroin 2020, held on 17 December, the Parliament adopted the Decision on determining the number of vice-presidents and elected two vice-presidents from among the parliamentary majority. Branka Bošnjak and Strahinja Bulajićwere elected vice - presidents of the 27th Parliament of Montenegro.

Improved working conditions in the Parliament of Montenegro for media representatives President Bečić had a meeting with SecretaryGeneral of the Association of ProfessionalJournalists of Montenegro Mila Radulović on 16December, regarding the improvement of the workingconditions for media representatives who use the pressbox for reporting from the Parliament. Representativesof the Association, in the previous meeting with thePresident of the Parliament, pointed to certain difficultiesfaced by journalists and photo - reporters whenreporting from the Parliament. With the intention ofcreating the smooth conditions for media representativesin the press box, located within the Plenary Hall, theParliament engaged in several activities. Namely, fourmodern computers were installed, the speed of internetconnection has been increased, electric installation andlighting have been repaired.
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Parliametary meeting rooms renovated and furnished with modern technical equipmentThe equipment for production in the Blue Room was developed usingthe same platform as the one in the Plenary Hall, using one of themost modern NDI protocols, which enabled the networking of the meetingrooms. In addition to the installed video equipment, the Blue Room changedits visual identity, the complete lighting was replaced with new LED lightingand thus, in addition to improved conditions, better energy efficiency wasinfluenced as well. Extremelydemanding works were carriedout in the Red Room, whichrequired the complete room tobe disassembled thoroughlyand every element to bereinstated. For the first time, theRed Room now meets all thehigh criteria for uninterruptedmeetings of working bodies. Inthe Small Blue Room, newmodern conference table was provided for, with built-in microphones andthe necessary connections for the e-parliament, and the old lighting wasreplaced with the new LED lighting.
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On behalf of Montenegro’s presidency of the Energy Community from 1 January to 31 December 2020, President of the Parliament of Montenegro MrAleksa Bečić opened, on 9 December, the first online EnergyCommunity Parliamentary Plenum Meeting. While addressing theparticipants, President Bečić pointed out that the meeting showed our“joint readiness as a member state to make effort and invest capacitiesin order to respond to all those commitments assumed on the basis ofmembership in international organisations”. He reminded that theParliamentary Plenum represented a platform of exceptionalsignificance for member states of the Energy Community, especiallyfor the Western Balkans countries, that were on their Europeanintegration path. “Primarily because its gives members of nationalparliaments the opportunity to have a dialogue on topics relating tocertain negotiation chapters, such as energy, environment,competition, regional policy, etc., taking into account, of course, theparticularities of each individual country”, pointed out President Bečić.On this occasion, he particularly highlighted that one of our obligationswould also be to draft and implement integrated national energy andclimate plans, and voiced his belief that our countries would payspecial attention to creating new projects for which international funding would be available, primarily funds allocated for the Western Balkans through theEuropean Commission’s Economic and Investment Plan, through the Instrument for Pre-accession Assistance IPA III, through the Western Balkans InvestmentFramework (WBIF) etc.*The Parliamentary Plenum is a body of the Energy Community, with Montenegro as a member since 2006, which brings together representatives of the national
parliaments of the Contracting Parties to the Energy Community and representatives of the European Parliament, and aims to make members of the Energy
Community better equipped to implement the acquis.

IN FOCUS

Title: Book titled Deputati - AEDESCoutry of origin:ItalyExtended by: N/A Recipient: President of the Parliament of MontenegroDate of receipt:N/A
Title: Wall ornament made from ceramique and metalCountry of origin:TurkeyExtended by:N/ARecipient: President of the Parliament of MontenegroDate of receipt: N/A

President of Parliament spoke at the Energy Community Parliamentary Plenum meeting
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3 December•   On the occasion of the International Day of Persons withDisabilities, President of the Parliament of Montenegro AleksaBečić met representatives of the NGOs dedicated to protectionof rights of persons with disabilities Marina Vujačić, GoranMacanović and Milisav Korać.  President Bečić expressedreadiness of the new parliamentary term to give itscontribution to improving the position of persons withdisabilities, by means of its legislative and oversight activities.President Bečić said that, in order to facilitate theaccommodation of persons with disabilities in the Plenary Hallof the Parliament of Montenegro, in addition to the accessramp, a place has been provided from which it would bepossible for PWD to address directly.The interlocutorsinformed the President about the on-going projects, voicingexpectation that the Parliament of Montenegro would continue

with activities on creating preconditions that would fullyenable unhindered conditions for movement and work ofpersons with disabilities. 
7 December•   President Bečić forwarded for awareness to Prime MinisterZdravko Krivokapić a list of proposals for laws and other actswhich the 41st Government of Montenegro submitted to the26th and 27th Parliament of Montenegro, acknowledging thefact that, following the holding of parliamentary elections inMontenegro, the 27th Parliament of Montenegro wasconstituted and the Government of Montenegro started itsterm of office. The Rulebook on Office Operations in theParliament of Montenegro prescribes that, when a term ofoffice ends, all acts in procedure are archived. This enables theGovernment to re-establish the proposals for these acts, as theauthorised proposer.•   President Bečić met with the Association of ProfessionalJournalists of Montenegro Mila Radulović, Boris Pejović and

Jelena Popović. Bečić voiced the significance of continuouscooperation between the Parliament and the mediarepresentatives with a view to provide timely, accurate andobjective informing of the public on the work of their electedrepresentatives and the Parliament in general.  Bečić referredto significant assessments of the work of MontenegrinParliament as the most transparent legislative body in theregion and welcomed the initiative of the interlocutors tojointly contribute to the improvement of openness of theParliament of Montenegro. Pointing out that their focus wason improving various models of media cooperation with theParliament of Montenegro, the interlocutors showed readinessto fully contribute to establishing transparent and meaningfulprocedures through dialogue with the Parliament.
8 December•   President Bečić took part in the virtual meeting with MEPs -Tonino Picula and Vladimír Bilčík, while Head of the EUDelegation to Montenegro H.E. Oana Cristina Popa was amoderator of the meeting. Prime Minister and Deputy PrimeMinister of Montenegro Zdravko Krivokapić and DritanAbazović attended the meeting. Bečić emphasised that theprevious parliamentary elections in Montenegro were historic,saying that the merits for the transition of power belonged toboth - the government and the opposition. Bečić expressed hisconviction that faster adoption of the European standardswould result in faster closing of all negotiation chapters and,finally, in Montenegro’s membership of the EU. He stated thatspecific steps were taken towards the establishment of theCommittee on Comprehensive Reform of Electoral and OtherLegislation and thanked for the financial help that EU hadprovided to Montenegro due to the consequences caused bythe coronavirus.•   President Bečić met with representatives of the Trade Unionof Physicians Milena Popović-Samardžić, Žanka Cerović andNebojša Gulić. Thanking them for their commitment andsacrifice in protection of health of all citizens of Montenegroduring the complex epidemiological situation, President Bečićspoke with representatives of the Trade Union of Physiciansabout their noteworthy engagement aimed at improvementof financial situation of physicians, as well as protection ofreputation and dignity of the medical profession. The TradeUnion representatives pointed out the significance of the roleof medical staff in the healthcare system development andvoiced their belief that all political entities would recognisepossible challenges they were facing, so that they could createpreconditions to overcome them with joint action.•   The Working Group on drafting amendments to the Rules ofProcedure of the Parliament of Montenegro today held itssecond meeting. Within this meeting, they considered the
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received proposals and suggestions for amendments to theRules of Procedure of the Parliament of Montenegro, whichwere submitted by MP groups and the committees’secretariats, in line with the conclusions from the first meeting.Furthermore, they also discussed certain comparativesolutions with regard to the issues related to the rules ofprocedure, which could be implemented in the parliamentarypractice of Montenegro.
9 December•   President of the Parliament of Montenegro Aleksa Bečićopened the first online Energy Community ParliamentaryPlenum Meeting.•   President of the Parliament of Montenegro Bečić met withrepresentatives of the Federation of Organisations of Veteransof the People's Liberation War of Montenegro (SOBNOR)Radojica Radojević and Radmila Čagorović. President Bečićvoiced his gratitude for SOBNOR’s work, as an organisation thatpromoted antifascism, libertarianism and other achievementsof People’s Liberation War (NOR) with its activities, thusearning respect, not only in Montenegro, but in the region aswell. They mutually concluded that, along with theestablishment of the NOR principles, as well as rising abovepersonal and party interests, it was possible to work in the bestinterest of Montenegro and its citizens.  

10 December•   President Bečić took part in the virtual meeting with VicePresident of the European Commission and HighRepresentative of the European Union for Foreign Affairs andSecurity Policy Josef Borell. The meeting was also attended byPrime Minister and Deputy Prime Minister of MontenegroZdravko Krivokapić and Driran Abazović, as well as Minister ofForeign Affairs Đorđe Radulović. Borell welcomed the foreignpolicy orientation of the new ruling majority and stressed thatMontenegro and the European Union had to work jointly inorder for the EU to open the door of the Western Balkanscountries. He reiterated that there is a great mood in theEuropean Union for Montenegro to be part of the Union, andthat in order to achieve that goal, it is necessary to makereforms in the area of the rule of law. Bečić emphasised thatMontenegro remained consistent in its foreign policycommitment, and that it was a policy that had no alternative.He informed EC Vice President Josef Borell about the prioritiesof the new Parliament and pointed out that he would work onstrengthening legislative, oversight and control role, as well asjudiciary reform and overall reform of the electoral legislation.Prime Minister of Montenegro Zdravko Krivokapić assuredBorell that the Government he headed would be consistent in

implementing reforms and fulfilling obligations on the path tointegration into the European Union. •   President of the Parliament of Montenegro Aleksa Bečićopened the exhibition of works by Roma and Egyptian childrentitled Human rights through the lens of young Roma andEgyptians, on the occasion of International Day of HumanRights - 10 December. Bečić said that “in the contemporarytime of great challenges, caused by the coronavirus pandemicand complex economic situation, it is of paramountimportance, to devote a special attention to the protection ofhuman rights and freedoms...  Bečić said that on the occasionof Human Rights Day a special attention to the promotion andprotection of human rights of Roma and Egyptians inMontenegro was devoted, in order to emphasise theimportance of their full inclusion and equality in our society.Head of the EU Delegation to Montenegro Ms Oana CristinaPopa stated that despite significant support of the EU and the
engagement of the institutions and civil society, according to the
latest research, these two groups are still at the bottom of the
social ladder and face marginalisation within Montenegrin
society. President Bečić presented the award to the author ofthe best photograph Muhamed Ahmetaj. The exhibition wasorganised by the Parliament of Montenegro in cooperationwith the German humanitarian regional organisation Help andyouth NGO Walk with us - Phiren Amenca and the EUDelegation to Montenegro.

•   At the 3rd meeting, the Working Group on draftingamendments to the Rules of Procedure of the Parliament ofMontenegro continued the consideration of  Rules ofProcedure’s regulations - from the third (III) up to sixth (VI)chapter.
11 December•   President of the Parliament of Montenegro Aleksa Bečić tookpart in the tenth jubilee To be Secure Forum (2BS), hosted bythe Atlantic Council in Podgorica. Speaking within panelMontenegro at the Crossroads, President Bečić expressed
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pleasure at the fact that in light of democratic changes inMontenegro, political dialogue has returned to the Parliament.He stressed that the new democratic majority would remainfaithful to its foreign policy orientation and in this contextemphasised that Montenegro would continue to be a reliableand credible partner to NATO Alliance. He also stressed thatstable and good neighbourly relations were the foundation ofprogress and prosperity in the Western Balkans and thatMontenegro, as a constructive participant in numerousregional initiatives, should contribute to preserving stability inthe region. The officials who took part in the tenth jubilee Tobe Secure Forum (2BS) are: President of Montenegro MiloĐukanović, Deputy Prime Minister of Montenegro DritanAbazović, President of Slovenia Borut Pahor, President ofNorthern Macedonia Stevo Pendarovski, and NATO’s AssistantSecretary General David Cattler.•   President Bečić participated in the online meeting of theAmerican Atlantic Council, chaired by the Executive VicePresident Damon Wilson. Organised in the form of a session, itwas also attended by the Prime Minister, Mr ZdravkoKrivokapić and Deputy Prime Minister, Mr Dritan Abazović, andthe conversation with representatives of the Atlantic Councilincluded the latest developments in Montenegro and thecountry's political prospects, foreign policy with specialemphasis on NATO membership and moving forward on theEuropean path, as well as regional economic cooperation in theWestern Balkans. They exchanged opinions on furtherpotentials for strengthening cooperation between Montenegroand the United States and transatlantic cooperation as well. Thesession was also attended by the United States Department ofState Deputy Assistant Secretary, Matthew Palmer, UnitedStates Ambassador to Montenegro, Judy Rising Reinke,Ambassador of Montenegro to the United States, NebojšaKaluđerović, and many other important internationalparticipants.•   The Working Group on drafting proposals for amendments tothe Rules of Procedure of the Parliament of Montenegro todayhas held its fourth meeting. Within this meeting, they continuedconsideration of the Rules of Procedure’s provisions forchapters VI through X. On this occasion, members of theWorking Group agreed on certain solutions, while certainissues remained open for further discussion.
14 December•   MP Božena Jelušić participated in “16 Days of Activism againstGender-based Violence” campaign and marking of HumanRights Week. She participated in four events organised viaZoom, due to protection measures against the pandemic,dedicated to the problems of discrimination, gender-based and

other kinds violence and gender policies. On 27 November, MsJelušić participated in a panel organised by the CEDEM NGO,dedicated to the “Report on Patterns and Extent ofdiscrimination in Montenegro”, and on 5 December she spokeon “Gender Equality and the Status of Women's Rights inMontenegro”, organised by the Montenegrin Association ofPolitical Science Students (MAPSS), followed by a discussionwith students. The MP attended the panel “Participation inPolitics and Violence against Women Politicians in South EastEurope" organised by the NDI/CEE Regional Party IntegrityProgram, on 8 December, while on 9 December she participatedin the parliamentary focus group on gender policies andwomen's public involvement in political life, required to draft“The 2021 Global Parliamentary Report”.

•   President Bečić took part in an online meeting with MatthewPalmer, US Deputy Assistant Secretary Bureau of European andEurasian Affairs. Bečić expressed his pleasure at continuouscommitment to bilateral relations and voiced his expectationthat the two countries would continue their good cooperationthrough their partnership within the NATO Alliance. PresidentBečić emphasised that Montenegro remained consistent in itsforeign policy commitment, and that it was a policy that had noalternative. Welcoming the continuous US support toMontenegro’s integration to the EU, the President of theParliament assessed that the engagement of the EU and the USwas crucial for the Western Balkans’ stability. Speaking on theforeign policy orientation set out in the Agreement of threecoalitions, US Deputy Assistant Secretary Bureau of Europeanand Eurasian Affairs Matthew Palmer expressed pleasure at thefact that Montenegro would follow Euro-Atlantic foreign policypath and expressed readiness to support Montenegro in itsaspiration to soon become an EU member and strong ally toNATO Alliance.•   President Bečić met representatives of the NGO Young RomaSamir Jaha, Almedin Jašaraj and Sultan Beća. Acknowledgingthe committed and active work of this non-governmentalorganisation in order to improve the position of the Roma
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community in Montenegro, President Bečić emphasised theimportance of continuous effort on further strengthening themulti-ethnic and multicultural character of Montenegro andthe readiness  of the Parliament of Montenegro to provide fullcontribution to combating all forms of discrimination andworking to strengthen civil society through availablemechanisms.  The interlocutors agreed that the achievementof full equality and integration of Roma men and womenshould be a priority in the work of all responsible institutionsof the system. opinions were exchanged on the currentactivities of this organisation, with the assessment that  thereis a lot of room for improving cooperation with the Parliamentand the responsible parliamentary working bodies.
15 December•   MP Ms Božena Jelušić participated in the panel of the Balkansin Europe Policy Advisory Group (BiEPAG). Also presented inthe panel were the results of the Ipsos Strategic Marketing,which, in October 2020 received a request from the EuropeanFund for Balkans to carry out a Balkans-wide public opinionpoll in order to learn about the views of the citizens on theissues ranging from European integration and elections.Citizens of Western Balkans countries are still strongly orientedtowards the European Union membership. The indicatorswhich in many ways reflect the last elections in Montenegroare  52% of citizens who believe that in the next five yearsMontenegro could join the EU, or even 80% of citizens whobelieve that the government could be changed in elections. Apriority in the integration process remains combatingcorruption, and a general message remains that both sides -the EU and countries of origin - need to work more and better,especially with regard to the rule of law and media freedom.Also, the significant funds that the EU will allocate to theWestern Balkans will require  inclusive projects, which willfollow the sense of citizens that  these projects arecitizenoriented. •   President Bečić opened the Conference "Towards betterparliamentary oversight: What can the Parliament Law do?",organised by the Institute Alternative, and held in theParliament of Montenegro.•   President Bečić met with representatives of the NationalDemocratic Institute (NDI) Slavica Biljarska-Mirčeski, andMiroslav Šćepanović. Bearing in mind the previous long-standing successful cooperation between the Parliament ofMontenegro and the National Democratic Institute (NDI),President Bečić emphasised his gratitude for the activitiesaimed at the strengthening of the legislative and oversight roleas well as important support in building institutional capacitiesof the Parliament.  Bečić especially referred to the reopening

of the Representation Office and voiced expectation that itswork in full capacity would contribute to the cooperation withthe new parliamentary term. The interlocutors showedreadiness to further improvement and development of newmechanisms of parliamentary cooperation, with specialemphasis on the strengthening of administrative capacities.
16 December•   President of the Parliament Aleksa Bečić met Secretary Generalof the Association of Professional Journalists of MontenegroMila Radulović, regarding the improvement of the workingcondition for media representatives who use the press box forreporting from the Parliament of Montenegro.•   President Bečić met with Reis of the Islamic Community inMontenegro Rifat ef. Fejzić and his associates Fuad Čekić andMuharem Demirović. President of the Parliament thankedthem for the immeasurable contribution that the IslamicCommunity in Montenegro gave to the preservation of multi-religious harmony and promotion of civic values on whichMontenegrin society was founded. Appreciating universalvalues of peace, equality and solidarity, he voiced his convictionthat the Islamic Community in Montenegro would continue tobe one of the support columns of tolerance and co-existence.In addition, the Parliament would be a strong partner to theIslamic Community and other religious organisations aimed atpreserving peace, friendly coexistence and improvement of thequality of life of all citizens, regardless of their ethic, cultural orreligious differences. Reis Fejzić voiced his satisfaction with theopportunity to exchange opinions on various topical issues indirect communication with the President, noting excellentcooperation in the previous period and also voiced hisexpectation that, in the upcoming period, the Parliament ofMontenegro and the Islamic Community in Montenegro wouldeven strongly cooperate on fostering ideas which promotehuman rights, freedoms and multi-confessional Montenegro.•   President Bečić presented annual volunteerism awards for themost outstanding volunteers who made contribution during2020, at the event organised by the Association for DemocraticProsperity – ZID, on the occasion of International Volunteer Da.Milo Joko Radović was awarded as the volunteer of the year,while Bajkeri dobre volje Foundation was presented withAnnual Volunteerism Award. Bečić said, in his address, that hewas honoured to present this year’s awards to volunteers whohad given an immeasurable contribution in this year comingto the end, which, due to the coronavirus pandemic and itshealth and economic consequences, has given countlessopportunities to show philanthropy and generous help. Theannual volunteerism awards are presented with the aim ofincreasing the visibility of contributions intended at developing
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and promoting the volunteerism values.

•   At the fifth meeting of the Working Group on drafting proposalsfor amendments to the Rules of Procedure of the Parliament ofMontenegro, consideration of Rules of Procedure’s provisionsfrom chapters XI through XVI was continued. Within thismeeting, the MPs paid special attention to harmonising andspecifying provisions concerning immunity, as well as furtherimproving provisions concerning the Prime Minister’s hourand parliamentary questions.
17 December•   In order to improve transparency of the Parliament ofMontenegro as the highest legislative body, an internal rule wasadopted on receiving and keeping records on donations,regulating the procedure of initiating, safeguarding andmanaging donations in the Parliament of Montenegro. Allrights and obligations between donors and recipients will beregulated by a contract, while the Parliament of Montenegrowill be in charge of coordinating application, control andimplementation of the subject donation.  In line with Article 22of the Law on Prevention of Corruption, the Parliament willreport on all concluded contracts.
18 December•   At the sixth meeting of the Working Group on draftingproposals for amendments to the Rules of Procedure of theParliament of Montenegro, MPs considered and specifiedprovisions concerning immunity and improved provisionsconcerning parliamentary hearings.
19 December•   President Bečić addressed virtually at the opening of theconcept film festival Green Montenegro International Film Fest(GMIFF), devoted to the environment protection. PresidentBečić said that six-year long persistence of hosts in raising theecological awareness and promoting Montenegro as a statewhich has committed itself, through the highest legislative act,to preserving the nature and healthy environment, was nothingless than a true and pure Constitutional patriotism. Bečić saidthat “the door of the Parliament of Montenegro is always openfor all sobering projects which, in such original way, contributeto creating ecological narrative in a society such as

Montenegrin, which must turn its Constitutionalproclamations into actual deeds.”
21 December•   Secretary General of the Parliament of Montenegro AleksandarJovićević, along with his associates talked with therepresentatives of the National Democratic Institute inMontenegro Slavica Biljarski-Mirčevski and MiroslavŠćepanović. They exchanged opinions on possibilities of futurecooperation between the Parliament of Montenegro and theInstitute. The Secretary General voiced his gratitude for theprevious significant support given by the NDI to the Parliamentwith regard to the strengthening of its legislative and oversightrole, improvement of parliamentary mechanisms, but alsowith regard to activities oriented to further development ofadministrative capacities of the Parliament. They pointed outreadiness for intensifying cooperation through different forms

of cooperation, in line with defined priorities of the Parliamentand areas in which the NDI could provide relevant assistance.The Secretary General informed his interlocutors on thecurrent activities in the Parliament of Montenegro, with specialreference to the work on drafting the proposal foramendments to the Rules of Procedure of the Parliament ofMontenegro, as well as to the issues of transparency andopenness of the institution, and digitalisation of legislativeprocedure.  •   At the 7th meeting of the Working Group on drafting proposalsfor amendments to the Rules of Procedure of the Parliamentof Montenegro, MPs have considered the possibility for furtherimprovement of provisions regulating parliamentarians'
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issues and solutions with regard to the organisation of theParliament.
22 December•   President Bečić hosted a cocktail reception for therepresentatives of the diplomatic corps in Montenegro.Addressing the guests, President Bečić pointed out thatMontenegro had experienced a historic change of governmentin the elections as the year was drawing to a close, and thatdemocratic maturity, which has been demonstrated in apeaceful manner, civilised and European-like in the post-election period, could be a source of pride for the entireMontenegrin society. Emphasising that the foreign policypriorities of the new government remain committed toEuropean integration and strengthening the alliance withinNATO, he reminded of the importance of strengthening thecivic character of Montenegro at the national level, in order forMontenegro to reveal determination in fighting corruption andcrime, along with the necessary cohesion of society. PresidentBečić informed the guests about the steps taken towards thedrafting of the new Rules of Procedure of the Parliament andthe adoption of the Parliament Law, with the aim ofstrengthening the control role of the Parliament of Montenegro.President Bečić said he expected the innovated Rules ofProcedure of the Parliament of Montenegro would be adoptedat the end of December which would "contain essentialobligations according to which one of the vice-presidents of theParliament will represent minority parties and the other theunderrepresented gender”. President Bečić also announced thedigitalisation of the legislative process, which would greatlyfacilitate and enhance the work of MPs.•   At the eighth meeting of the Working Group on draftingproposals for amendments to the Rules of Procedure of theParliament of Montenegro, MPs harmonised provisionsconcerning parliamentary questions. Furthermore, theyspecified solutions regulating in more detail the issue ofelecting vice-presidents as well as provisions on forming MPgroups.
23 December•   President Bečić addressed online participants of the conference"State of democracy in Montenegro", organised by the Centrefor Democracy and Human Rights – CEDEM. The Presidentstated that one of the most important messages sent duringthe 27th term of the Parliament so far was the fact that severalinitiatives and proposals have already been signed together byheads of all MP groups - both the government and theopposition. On this occasion, he also referred to the activitiesthat will be carries out within the institution he was torepresent in the following year and according to the success ofwhich that work will be measured, first and foremost acomprehensive electoral reform, which is essential for buildingthe confidence of all political actors and citizens in the electoralprocess, and which is complementary to accelerating ourEuropean path to the community of developed Europeancountries. The success in the implementation of some otheractivity is not less important, that is the reform of the judiciary,which, when consistently implemented, will undoubtedly and

decisively affect our visible step forward in Chapters 23 and24. In other words, only with the implementation of theseactivities will we lay a sound foundation for future democraticprocesses in our country, President Bečić concluded.•   At the Ninth Meeting, Members of the Working Group ondrafting proposals for amendments to the Rules of Procedureconsidered solutions set out in the Decision on Amendmentsto the Rules of Procedure of the Parliament of Montenegro,drafted on the basis of certain proposals and suggestionspresented in the meetings of the Working Group.
24 December•   President of the Parliament of Montenegro Aleksa Bečić metwith representatives of the Association of Journalists ofMontenegro Tihomir Burzanović and Ivan Milošević.  PresidentBečić pointed out that the new parliamentary leadershipwould continuously work on enhancing the workingconditions of journalists and photo-reporters who follow the

Parliament’s activities, as well as on improving the overallsocial environment for the work of the media. He reminded hisinterlocutors of the numerous activities undertaken in theprevious period, in order to make the Parliament’s work asmuch as possible accessible and visible to the citizens and themedia. Representatives of the Association informed PresidentBečić about the status of journalists in Montenegro and voicedtheir expectation that, in cooperation with the Parliament, theywould develop new models of cooperation to jointly contributeto the development of not only better legal solutions in themedia, but also full promotion of the public's right to beaccurately, fully and timely informed on matters of publicconcern.  
25 December•   President Bečić attended the Christmas Mass in the Church ofSt. Anthony in Tuzi, during which he once again congratulatedall believers of the Catholic faith on the most joyous Christianholiday. President Bečić used the last night's visit to Tuzi tomeet with Father Gojčaj. In a meaningful conversation, whichtook place in a friendly atmosphere, the interlocutors agreedthat the Catholic Church had always acted from a reconciliatoryposition in Montenegro, and that its mission had contributedand continued to contribute to building a Montenegrin societybased on universal values of love, peace, brotherhood andneighbourly harmony and coexistence.
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•   President Bečić gave a presentation for the representatives ofthe civil sector and provided an opportunity for them to getacquainted with innovations, as well as improved workingconditions in the Blue Room.  pointed out that the Blue Roomwas completely renovated with use of parliamentary funds,while the Small Blue Room and Red Room would be equippedequally with the use of donations by the OSCE mission inMontenegro. In addition to the fact that meetings of workingbodies will be broadcasted live for the first time using the latesttechnology, opening social network accounts, more directcommunication of citizens through the establishment of thepractice of petitions, announcement of a more modern webpresentation of the Parliament, Bečić also announced thedigitalisation of the legislative process via the e-parliamentproject, which will greatly facilitate and improve the work ofMPs.•   Chair of the of Committee on Human Rights and FreedomsJovan Jole Vučurović visited the Library for the Blind ofMontenegro. Vučurović emphasised that  in the previousperiod, the Committee paid special attention to the protectionand promotion of the rights of persons with disabilities, as avery vulnerable category of the population and with its long-term, continuous activities it contributed to solving certainproblems. Vučurović said that the Library for the Blind and itsusers could count on his full support as well as that of theCommittee, since MPs were willing to aid the persons withimpaired vision, through personal contact with competentministries, in order to undertake further steps towards solvingthe issue at hand. Ombudsman of Montenegro Siniša Bjekovićstated that forming of the public entity Library for the Blindmeant further continuation of the idea of equality and equalaccess to education for blind persons, as guaranteed to otherparticipants in the education process. Chair Vučurović pointedout that he would advocate for the Proposal for the Law onRatification of the Marrakesh Treaty to Facilitate Access toPublished Works for Persons Who Are Blind, Visually Impaired,or Otherwise Print Disabled to be put on the Parliament's

agenda as soon as possible.
26 December•   President Bečić met with the Head of the Regional YouthCooperation Office Local Branch Office Edin Koljenović.pointed out that the Parliament of Montenegro would be openfor initiatives aimed at intensifying cooperation andstrengthening the position of young people in the region.Koljenović informed the President of the current projects, aswell as with the upcoming plans of this organisation. They alsodiscussed the cooperation mechanisms for the sake ofconnecting the youth of the Western Balkans in order for thefurther strengthening of their cooperation, but also tostrengthen youth policy at the national level.
27 December•   For the sake of improvement of the transparency of theParliament of Montenegro as the highest representative body,the Rulebook on determining estimated value of the subject ofpublic procurement was adopted, regulating the procedure fordetermining the estimated value of the subject of publicprocurement for the procurement of goods, services, works orassignment of contracts, within the purview of Parliament ofMontenegro. In addition, the Parliament adopted an internalrule on the allocation of premises for the needs of MP groups,which regulates the manner and procedure for allocation ofrooms for the needs of MP groups in the Parliament ofMontenegro, in order to more efficiently perform tasks withinthe scope of work.
28 December•   President of the Parliament of Montenegro Aleksa Bečić hostedAmbassador of Argentina to Montenegro Estanislao Zawels inhis farewell visit. President Bečić expressed pleasure withtraditionally good relations of the two friendly states togetherwith the readiness for further improvement of bilateralcooperation, to which a special contribution is given by thenumerous Montenegrin diaspora in Argentina. Bečić noted theimportance of Montenegro’s Embassy in Argentina, anexpressed conviction that together they would contribute todeepening cooperation of the two parliaments, whereby theparliamentary friendship group of Montenegro and Argentinawould have an important role. Ambassador Zawels expressedhis positive attitude towards stability and prosperity ofMontenegro, especially regarding the European integration,voicing expectation that the two countries would continuetheir cooperation. The interlocutors shared views on theimportance of improving economic cooperation, especially inthe fields of tourism, trade, agriculture and culture. 
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