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Dear readers,We present to you the key information onactivities of the Parliament of Montenegro in theperiod from 1 to 31 July, which is, in the form ofmonthly newsletter “OpenParliament”, preparedby Parliamentary Service.The Eighth and Tenth Sitting of the FirstOrdinary Session of the Parliament ofMontenegro in 2014, and the Eleventh SpecialSitting of the First Ordinary Session of theParliament of Montenegro in 2014 were held inJuly.  At the Eighth Sitting, 12 laws were adopted,whereas at the Tenth Sitting, 14 laws wereadopted. During July, committees considered 17proposals for a law, one proposal for a decisionand held other activities within their oversightrole. The focus of this month’s newsletter isPresentation of the 13th of July awards to this year’sLaureates by the President of the Parliament ofMontenegro. The newsletter is publishedmonthly as a part of the “Open Parliament”programme, within which the Parliamentendeavours to bring its work closer toMontenegrin citizens. We consider thispublication to be very significant as a reliablesource of information regarding the work of theParliament and we hope that you will find ituseful.We remain open to your comments andsuggestions, as well as criticism, which can helpus bring more quality to our work.
Respectfully,

Service of the Parliament

at the Eighth Sitting of the First Ordinary Session
of the Parliament of Montenegro in 2014, thefollowing laws were adopted: Law on the execution ofsuspended sentence and sentence of communityservice, Law on Amendments to the Law on Military ofMontenegro, Law on Taxation of Hydrocarbons,  Law onElectronic Government, Law on Amendments to the Lawon Witness Protection, Law on Amendments to the Lawon Misdemeanours,  Law on Amendments to the Law onExplosive Substances, Law on Amendments to the Lawon Tourism, Law on Amendments to the Law on theProtector of Human Rights and Freedoms ofMontenegro, Law on Amendments to the Labour Law,Law on Ratifying the Further Additional Protocol to theAgreement among the States Parties to the NorthAtlantic Treaty and the other States participating in thePartnership for Peace regarding the Status of theirForces, Law on Amendments to the Law on State AuditInstitution. In addition, the following were adopted:2013 Performance Report of the Central Bank ofMontenegro, Conclusions of the Committee on Economy,Finance and Budget regarding the Consideration of the2013 Performance Report of the Commission forConcessions, 2013 Report on the state in the field ofaccess to information in Montenegro, 2013 Report onthe state of data protection in Montenegro, 2013Performance Report of the Security and DefenceCommittee, 2013 Annual Performance Report of theCommission for Monitoring and Control of the
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Privatisation Procedure and Conclusions of the Committeeon Economy, Finance and Budget relating to the SCSaltworks "Bajo Sekulić" Ulcinj.
at the Tenth Sitting of the First Ordinary Session of

the Parliament of Montenegro in 2014, the followinglaws were adopted: Law on Transport of HazardousSubstances, Law on Prevention of Money Laundering andFinancing Terrorism, Law on Amendments to the Law onTax on Turnover of Used Passenger Motor Vehicles, Vessels,Airplanes and Aircrafts, Law on Amendments to the Lawon Public Internal Financial Control, Law on Supervisionof Products on the Market, Law on Amendments to the Lawon Agriculture and Rural Development, Law onAmendments to the Law on Spatial Planning andConstruction, Law on Ratification of the Treaty betweenMontenegro and the Republic of Macedonia on LegalAssistance in Civil and Criminal Matters, Law onRatification of the Treaty between Montenegro and theRepublic of Macedonia on Mutual Execution of CourtDecisions in Criminal Matters, Law on Ratification of theAgreement between the Government of Montenegro andthe Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine on Cooperation in theField of Prevention of Natural and Other Disasters,  Law onRatification of the Agreement between the Government ofMontenegro and the Government of the Republic of Croatiaon Cooperation in the Field of tourism, Law on Ratificationof the Agreement on Arms Trade, Law on Amendments tothe Law on Civil Servants and State Employees and the Lawon Safety and Health at Work.  In addition, the followingwere adopted: 2013 Performance Report of the Protectorof Human Rights and Freedoms of Montenegro, 2013Performance Report of the Financial Stability Forum,  2013Status Report of Insurance Market in Montenegro, 2013Annual Performance Report of the Securities Commissionand the state of the securities market, Decision onAdoption of Special Purpose Spatial Plan for the NationalPark “Lovćen”.  Proposal for a Law on Amendments to the Law onObligatory Relations did not obtain the required majority.Within the item Elections and Appointments, thecandidate for the Supreme State Prosecutor Ivica Stankovićdid not obtain the required majority. 
Prime Minister’s hour and Parliamentary questions

at the Eleventh Special Sitting of the First Ordinary
Session of the Parliament of Montenegro in 2014,within the agenda item Prime Minister’s Hour and
Parliamentary Questions,  MPs’ questions were answeredby Prime Minister of Montenegro Milo Đukanović andministers in the Government. Six questions were posed tothe Prime Minister, whereas 71 questions and 13additional questions were posed to the ministers.

Proposals for a law deliberated in committees

•    Proposal for a Law on Prevention of Money

Laundering and Terrorism Financing wasconsidered and proposed to the Parliament foradoption by the Legislative Committee.
•    Proposal for a Law on Transport of hazardous

Substances was considered and proposed to theParliament for adoption by the Legislative Committee.
•    Proposal for a Law on Olive growing was consideredand proposed to the Parliament for adoption by theLegislative Committee.
•    Proposal for a Law on Selection, Use and Public

Display of National Symbols was considered andproposed to the Parliament for adoption by theLegislative Committee.
•    Proposal for a Law on Supervision of products on

the market was considered and proposed to theParliament for adoption by the Legislative Committee.
•    Proposal for a Law on amendments to the Pension

and Disability Insurance Law, submitted by memberSrđan Perić, was considered and proposed to theParliament for adoption by the Legislative Committee.
•    Proposal for a Law on amendments to the Law on

Civil Servants and State Employees was consideredand proposed to the Parliament for adoption by theCommittee on Political System, Judiciary andAdministration. 
•    Proposal for a Law on Safety and health at Workwas considered by the Legislative Committee; however,it did not obtain the required majority.
•    Proposal for a Law on amendments to the Pension

and Disability Insurance Law, submitted by MPsZoran Jelić, Halil Duković, Zorica Kovačević and MartaŠćepanović was considered and proposed to theParliament for adoption by the Committee on Health,Labor and Social Welfare. The proposal was consideredby the Legislative Committee; however, it did not obtainthe required majority.
•    Proposal for a Law on amendments to the Law on

Excise Tax was considered and proposed to theParliament for adoption by the Committee on Economy,Finance and Budget. 
•    Proposal for a Law on amendments to the Law on

administrative Fees was considered and proposed tothe Parliament for adoption by the Committee onEconomy, Finance and Budget.
•    Proposal for a Law on amendments to the Law on

Budget and Fiscal Responsibility was considered bythe Committee on Economy, Finance and Budget;however the proposal did not obtain the requiredmajority.    
•    Proposal for a Law on amendments to the Law on

Obligatory Relations was considered by theCommittee on Economy, Finance and Budget; however,the proposal did not obtain the required majority. Theproposal was considered by the Legislative Committee,which decided to propose to the Parliament to adoptthe proposal.          
•    Proposal for a Law on amendments to the Law on

games of Chance was considered and proposed to the
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Parliament for adoption by the Legislative Committee.
•    Proposal for a Law on Old Royal Capital wasconsidered by the Legislative Committee; however, itdid not obtain the required majority.
•    Proposal for a Law on amendments to the Law on

Value added Tax was considered by the LegislativeCommittee; however, it did not obtain the requiredmajority.
•    Proposal for a Law on Ratification of the agreement

on arms Trade was considered and proposed to theParliament for adoption by the Committee onInternational Relations and Emigrants. 
Proposals for other acts deliberated in committees

•    Proposal for the Decision on adoption of Special
Purpose Spatial Plan for the National Park “Lovćen”was considered and proposed to the Parliament foradoption by the Legislative Committee. The proposalwas considered by the Committee on Tourism,Agriculture, Ecology and Spatial Planning; however, itdid not obtain the required majority.

Other activities of working bodies

•    At the 55th meeting of the Committee on Political
System, Judiciary and administration, held on 11July, the Committee considered and supported the 2013Performance Report of the Commission for Preventionof Conflict of Interests.At the 56th meeting, 16 July, the Committee held aconsultative hearing with the members of the WorkingGroup, who participated in the drafting of laws in thefield of judiciary: Draft Law on the Judicial Council, DraftLaw on rights and duties of judges and Draft Law onPublic Prosecution Office. On behalf of the WorkingGroup that participated in drafting the Draft Law on theJudicial Council and the Draft Law on rights and dutiesof judges, the committee meeting was attended byBranka Lakočević, Tatjana Radović, Nataša Radonjić,Radule Kojović, Julka Badnjar and Stanka Vučinić. Inaddition, the meeting was attended by  members of theWorking Group for drafting the Draft Law on PublicProsecution Office: Stojanka Radović, Miljana Radovićand Merima Baković, Branka Lakočević and NatašaRadonjić, who at the same time are members of theprevious Working Group.At the 58th meeting, 25 July, the Committee heldconsultative hearing of Ivica Stanković, the candidatefor the Supreme State Prosecutor, proposed by theProsecutorial Council.

•    At the 26th meeting of the Security and Defence
Committee, held on 22 July, the Committee endeddiscussion on the 2013 Performance Report of theMinistry of Interior.

•    At the 31st meeting of the Committee on International
Relations and Emigrants, held on 4 July, theCommittee gave a positive opinion on the proposal toappoint Darko Uskoković to the position ofExtraordinary and Plenipotentiary Ambassador ofMontenegro to the United Arab Emirates on aresidential basis seated in Abu Dhabi and theAmbassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary ofMontenegro in Australia and New Zealand on non-residential basis seated in Podgorica.

At the 33rd meeting, held on 25 July, the Committee gavea positive opinion on the proposal to appoint VladimirRadulović to the position of Extraordinary andPlenipotentiary Ambassador of Montenegro to theRepublic of India and Kingdom of Thailand on non-residential basis, with the seat in Podgorica. 
•    At the 26th meeting of the Committee on European

Integration, held on 10 July, the Committee gave apositive opinion on Draft of the Negotiation Position ofMontenegro for the Intergovernmental Conference onAccession of Montenegro to the European Union forChapter 9 - Financial Services, Draft of the NegotiationPosition of Montenegro for the IntergovernmentalConference on Accession of Montenegro to theEuropean Union for Chapter 21 – Trans-Europeannetworks and Draft of the Negotiation Position ofMontenegro for the Intergovernmental Conference onAccession of Montenegro to the European Union forChapter 30 –External relations.
•    At the third joint meeting held on 21 July, the

Committee on International Relations and
Emigrants and the Committee on European
Integration supported the 2013 Performance Reportof the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and EuropeanIntegration. 

•    At the 63rd meeting, the Committee on Economy,
Finance and Budget supported the 2013 Status Reportof insurance market in Montenegro and got acquaintedwith the 2013 Performance Report of the FinancialStability Forum, and the level of implementation of sixconclusions of the Parliament of Montenegro publishedin the ″Official Gazette of Montenegro″, No. 56/13, on 6December 2013. While considering the Report of the
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Forum, the Committee decided to submit the report tothe Parliament, and announced the possibility of filingnew conclusions.  The Committee did not support theInitiative for the control hearing of the following;Slavoljub Stijepović, Minister of Education; DuškoRajković, Director of the PI Center for VocationalEducation; Zoja Bojanić Lalović, Director of the PIInstitute for textbook publishing and teaching aids; andNenad Šoškić, director of the PI Center forContemporary Art, on the grounds of the negativeopinion of the State Audit Institution on the audit ofannual financial reports of mentioned institutions.

At the continuation of the 63rd meeting, held on 16 July,the Committee determined five proposals forconclusion regarding consideration of 2013Performance Report of the Commission for Concessionsand decided to propose them to the Parliament foradoption. At the 64th meeting, held on 18 July, the Committeedecided to propose to the Parliament to adopt the 2013Status Report of energy sector of Montenegro. Inaddition, the Committee got acquainted with 2013Annual Report of the Deposit Protection Fund withfocus on realisation of five conclusions of the Parliamentof Montenegro, which the Parliament adopted on theocassion of consideration of 2012 Annual Report of theDeposit Protection Fund. The Committee also reachedthe decision to hold a control hearing of the following;Slavoljub Stijepović, Minister of Education; DuškoRajković, Director of the PI Center for VocationalEducation; Zoja Bojanić Lalović, Director of the PIInstitute for textbook publishing and teaching aids; andNenad Šoškić, director of the PI Center forContemporary Art, on the grounds of the negativeopinion of the State Audit Institution on the audit ofannual financial reports of mentioned institutions. At the 67th meeting, held on 24 July, the Committeeconsidered and supported the Report of the SecretaryGeneral on the use of the funds of the Parliament for theperiod 1 January – 30 June 2014, with the Report onPublic Procurement. 
•    At the 35th meeting, held on 10 July, the Committee on

human Rights and Freedoms as the responsibleCommittee, considered the 2012 Performance Report

of the Fund for Protection and Exercising of MinorityRights and 2013 Performance Report of the Fund forProtection and Exercising of Minority Rights. However,none of the proposals obtained the required majority. At its 36th meeting held on 23 July, the Committeesummarised results of work for the period January-July2014.  Presenting the statistical data on the work of theCommmittee for January-July 2014, the Chair statedthat during the aforementioned period, the Committeehas held 12 meetings and as a lead commmittee, hasconsidered six proposals for a law.  
•    At the 32nd meeting of the gender Equality

Committee, held on 16 July, the Committee consideredInformation on the implementation of the 2013Strategy for Protection against Domestic Violence. Theinformation provides an overview of measures andactivities envisaged by the 2013 Action Plan for theimplementation of the Strategy.

•    The Committee on Education, Science, Culture and
Sports held its 33rd meeting on 4 July. The agenda itemwas: deciding upon the Initiative of Srđan Perić from 14April 2014, regarding the Committee taking astandpoint that in the Law on financing of politicalparties there were no obstacles for students to beregularly paid for student loans.At the 34th meeting of the Committee, held on 17 July,the Committee considered: International Agreementbetween the European Union and Montenegro on theparticipation of Montenegro in EU - Horizon 2020 -Framework Program for Research and Innovation(2014-2020), Information on the allocation of the statusof the first Center of excellence in Montenegro –Realisation of the project "Higher Education, Researchand Innovation for Competitiveness of Montenegro(INGO)", and Framework Cooperation Program ofMontenegro with the International Atomic EnergyAgency - IAEA (2014-2020).

•    At the 50th meeting of the Committee on health, Labor
and Social Welfare, held on 8 July, Ilija Čvorović, Chairof the Disabled Workers Union of Montenegro informedthe members of the Committee with the requests ofdisabled workers union. Following the detaileddiscussion on these requirements, the Committee
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members reached a conclusion that the DisabledWorkers Union of Montenegro submit to the Committeespecific proposals to resolve their status. Upon receivingthe proposals, the Committee shall forward them to thecompetent institutions and take other actions in orderto assist disabled workers of Montenegro.At the 51st meeting, held on 16 July, the Committeemembers were acquainted with letters of NGO“Disabled Veterans Association”, as well as withdocuments that the Parliamentary Assembly of theCouncil of Europe adopted during the 2014 SummerSession.At the 52nd meeting of the Committee, held on 18 July,drug consumption in Montenegro was analysed.  Asidefrom the members of the Committee, the meeting wasalso attended by Minister of Health Miodrag Radunović,Chief of Staff of the Minister of Health Dražen Ljumović,Spokesman at the Ministry of Health Tijana Boljević,Director of the Health Fund Kenan Hrapović, Assistantto the Director of the Health Fund Ružica Milutinović-Đurišić, Director of pharmaceutical institutes“Montefarm” Budo Stanišić, Director of the MedicalCentre Podgorica Nebojša Kavarić and Director of theAgency for Medicine Milorad Drljević. In addition, aninformation system that was introduced in the healthcare system was given support. The system contributesto reduction of irrational consumption of drugs,because, as it was stressed at the meeting, everyprescribed drug was in fact citizens' money andsomeone had to take responsibility for the issuance ofdrugs contrary to the established mode of issuance.
•    At the 16th meeting of the anti-corruption Committee,held on 9 July, consultative hearing of the Minister ofFinance, the Director of the Public ProcurementAdministration, the Chair of the Commission for theControl of Public Procurement Procedures ofMontenegro, the President of the Commission forConcessions and the Director of the Administration forInspection Affairs was held, on the subject of "Risks-corruption in public procurement". At the 18th meeting, held on 18 July, the Committeeconsidered the Draft Law on Prevention of Corruptionand the Draft Law on Prevention of Conflict of Interest.At the 19th meeting, held on 24 July, views wereexchanged regarding the implementation of 2013 -2014 Action Plan on the implementation of 2010 - 2014Strategy for the Fight against Corruption and OrganisedCrime and a review was given on the Action plans forthe chapter 23 and 24 in the field of fight againstcorruption, organised crime and rule of law. In addition,the Committee adopted the Decision on holding controlhearing of Vladimir Kavarić, Minister of Economy,Radoje Žugić, Minister of Finance and Mersad Mujević,

Director of the Public Procurement Administration, onthe topic “Multi-Million contracts for legal andconsulting services paid by the EPCG”. At the 20th meeting, held on 25 July, the Committeeunanimously adopted the Report from the controlhearing of the Minister of Economy Vladimir Kavarićand the Director of the Intellectual Property OfficeNovak Adžić, regarding the application of theAssociation of composers of Montenegro.
•    At the 15th meeting, held on 16 July, the Commission

for Monitoring and Control of Privatization Processdiscussed the Proposal for Conclusions regarding theconsideration of the 2013 Annual Performance Reportof the Commission for Monitoring and Control ofPrivatisation Process. Following the discussion, theProposal for Conclusions did not obtain the requiredmajority. 
•    At the 38th meeting, 24 July, the administrative

Committee continued the process of appointingmembers of the State Election Commission from amongthe representatives of civil society, NGOs anduniversities, according to the open vacancy notice as of28 March 2014. As none of the candidates received therequired majority of votes of present members of theCommittee, the Committee decided to readvertise theopen vacancy notice. The Committee also decided toinform the Collegium of the President of Parliament thatthe mandate of the President and members of theCommission for the Prevention of Conflicts of Interestexpires on 29 July 2014. Due to the absence of specificrequirements in the law for these functions,theCommittee did not open vacancy notice. It assessed thatpreviously it was necessary to adopt amendments tothe Law on Prevention of Conflict of Interest. TheCommittee initiated the process of appointment of theCouncil of the Agency for Electronic Media and decided,in accordance with Article 24 of the Law on ElectronicMedia of Montenegro, to issue a public notice to theauthorised proposers for the election of two membersof the Council for Electronic Media from among therepresentatives of non-governmental organisations inthe field of media and representatives of PEN Center,mandate of its representatives expires on 9 December2014.
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NEWS FROM PARLIAMENT
Chair of the Committee on European Integration participated in the public debate on

“The second year of negotiations: Where are we now and what next?”To mark the second anniversary of the opening ofaccession negotiations, the Chief Negotiator'soffice for negotiations on Montenegro's accession to theEuropean Union, the British Embassy and the BritishCouncil in Montenegro, organised the public debate onthe topic "The second year of negotiations: Where arewe now and what next?

As one of the panelists, Chair of the Committee onEuropean Integration Slaven Radunović deliveredkeynote speech at the debate. He pointed out that thesuccess of the negotiations was not determined by thedynamics, i.e. their speed, but the quality ofnegotiations, which depended on the depth of reformsbeing carried out in the process of adopting Europeanstandards. Radunović expressed his hopes that the focusof public and media would be brought back to the policyconcerning European integration, for which there wasa much higher degree of citizen support and thatrequired thorough changes as opposed to other typesof integrations, which were the center of attention in thepast. Pointing out that amendments to the Rules ofProcedure of the Parliament of Montenegro from May2012 and recent adoption of the Resolution on the way,the quality and the dynamic of the integration processof Montenegro to the European Union, substantially

contributed to a better positioning of the Parliament innegotiations, Radunović referred to specific aspects ofthe work of the Committee on European integration,reflected in the review of the draft negotiating position,organising public debates and strengtheningtransparency of the negotiation process.State Secretary for European Integration and ChiefNegotiator Aleksandar Andrija Pejović presented theactivities leading up to the decision on opening ofnegotiations with Montenegro, and the results that hadbeen achieved in the last two years, which werereflected in the temporary closure of two negotiatingchapters, and the trend of opening new ones. Pejovićpointed to the fact that the most demanding standardsfor opening negotiations were reflected in chapters 11-Agriculture  and Rural Development, 12-Food safety,veterinary and phytosanitary policy and 27 –Environment. Appreciating the past cooperation, Pejovićstated that the Committee on European Integration wasthe key address for political support in the negotiationprocess, adding that this parliamentary body has growninto the pivot of reflection and evaluation of thenegotiating team.Participants of the discussion were also addressedby the British Ambassador to Montenegro Ian E.Whitting, who encouraged further reform process inMontenegro, pointing to the fact that a new approach tonegotiations was further developing, because as muchas it represented the novelty to Montenegro, it waschallenging for EU member states, and the EuropeanCommission as well. Ambassador Whitting agreed withprevious speakers that the involvement and role of theParliament in the negotiation process was the keyelement of democratic negotiation process, given thefact that members of the Parliament represented thevoice of the citizens.
Regional Working Meeting on the subject of “Ensuring financial autonomy of parliaments
with a view to adequately fulfill the rights and obligations of members of parliaments” Delegation of the Administrative Committee of theParliament of Montenegro, consisting of MPsRadovan Obradović i Emilo Labudović attended theRegional Working Meeting, on the subject of “Ensuringfinancial autonomy of parliaments with a view toadequately fulfill the rights and obligations of members ofparliaments”, held on 3-4 July in Sarajevo.The First day of the meeting, after the welcomingspeech, moderator Dragutin Rodić, Chair of the JointCommittee on Administrative Affairs of the Parliamentary

Assembly of Bosnia and Herzegovina, has opened theRegional Working Meeting and chaired the first session,titled "Financial autonomy of parliament".The second session, titled "Rights of members ofparliaments", was chaired by the moderator ZvonkoJurišić, the First Deputy Chair of the Joint Committee onAdministrative Affairs of the Parliamentary Assembly ofBosnia and Herzegovina.The Regional Working Meeting was attended byrepresentatives of: the Parliament of Montenegro,
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National Assembly of the Republic of Serbia, Assembly ofAP Vojvodina, Assembly of the Republic of Macedonia,Parliament of Albania, Parliament of the Federation ofBosnia and Herzegovina–House of Representatives,Parliament of the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina– House of Peoples, Assembly of the Brčko District,National Assembly of the Republic of Srpska andParliamentary Assembly of Bosnia and Herzegovina.At the Regional Working Meeting representatives of allparliaments took part, presenting the procedure foradoption of the  national parliament budget, legalsolutions on current issues and specifying the rights MPsexercise in accordance with national positive regulations.On the second working day of the Regional Meeting,held on the subject of ″Obligations of members ofparliaments″ , the moderator was Dragutin Rodić, Chair ofthe Joint Committee on Administrative Affairs of theParliamentary Assembly of Bosnia and Herzegovina. The session covered issues related to the importanceof financial independence of parliaments for the smoothfunctioning of the institution; achieving greater degree offinancial autonomy of parliaments, and at the same time

not disturbing the stability of the budget; achievingunderstanding of the executive power and the public forfinancial independence of parliaments; what are the rightsof MPs in relation to the rights of officials of the executiveand judicial power; whether MPs should be sociallyvulnerable in times of economic crisis; who and in whatway MPs represent and what is the most effective way towork with the public. 

Special insight was given to the discussion involvingthe financing of political parties. At the end of the workingday, participants of the Regional Working Meeting reachedseveral conclusions.
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Conference of Parliamentary Committees for Union Affairs - COSAC held in RomeThe delegation of the Parliament of Montenegro,composed of Chair of the Committee on EuropeanIntegration Slaven Radunović and Deputy Chair ZoranSrzentić, attended the meeting of chairs of parliamentarycommittees for Union Affairs of parliaments of EU, withinthe parliamentary dimension of the Italian Presidency ofthe European Union in Rome. The meeting was opened by the President of theSenate of Italy Pietro Grasso, who stated that thepresidency began at the moment of constituting of newEuropean five-year administration, expected to faceserious challenges in terms of restoring public confidencein the institutions and management systems in aresponsible and sustainable manner. In his openingremarks, the Chair of the Committee for European Affairsof the Senate of the Italian Parliament Vannini Chiti statedthat the fiscal discipline must be balanced throughsustainable economic development and creating new jobpositions. With joint and more responsible politics, wewould respond to crises in the region in a proper manner,as to strengthen the EU's role in the world, stated Chiti. Headded that the Lisbon Treaty strengthened theparliamentary dimension, and thus the nationalparliaments must change, in order to timely and effectivelyrespond to their obligations. A similar message was sentto the participants by the Chair of the Committee forEuropean Affairs of the House of Commons of theParliament of Italy Michele Bordo, who pointed out thatEuropean policy must be redefined, through thestrengthening of cooperation of parliaments withgovernments, through more honest inter-partycommunication, in order for EU to adequately respond to

global challenges. The 2014-2020 EU Structural and Investment Fundswere also discussed. Within the talks on regional andforeign policy, and on the security situation, the takingdown of the Malaysian civil aircraft in Ukraine was harshlycondemned and it was stated that in the future the focusof COSAC would be on the Eastern Partnership.Delegation of the Parliament of Montenegroparticipated in the meeting of chairs of committees forEuropean Affairs of parliaments of Southern Europe,which was organised on the sidelines of the COSAC for thesecond time. All participants of the meeting positivelyassessed Creating of new informal forum of cooperationwith regional determination, which brings togethercountries that share similar history and culture. In thefinal Statement that was adopted, the policy ofenlargement was welcomed, pointed out to unacceptablyhigh unemployment rate in the member states and to theneed for concrete results in implementing the 2020Strategy.
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IN FOCUS
President of the Parliament of Montenegro presented the 13th of July awards to this year’s

LaureatesPresident of the Parliament of Montenegro RankoKrivokapić presented the highest nationalrecognition – the 13th of July awards. On behalf of theacademic painter Vojislav Vojo Stanić, the 13th of JulyLifetime Achievement Award was received by his son,Tomo. Krivokapić presented the highest nationalrecognition to the art Historian Aleksandar Čilikov,director Gojko Kastratović and history professor NikoMartinović as well.

President of the Parliament, speaking about thisyear's laureates, said that they were immortals ofMontenegrin existence and creation, with first amongthem, Vojo Stanić. “I asked him whether it suited him tocome here today, and he said that he was at the end ofhis first century of life, and to just let him paint”,Krivokapić stated.Speaking about the piece and the work of the historyprofessor Niko Martinović, President Krivokapić statedthat he wrote about the part of history that we had beentaught to forget. “Montenegro has been taught not toknow its own history, not to have its own history. Wehave learnt that there was a hidden side of Montenegrinhistory”, Krivokapić stated.

“We have existed since the love for Montenegro hadsparked. And there was one Montenegro and it hasexisted without interruption with the same spark oflove, life of devotion and constancy. And that is the 13thof July, which gathers Montenegro as it had gathered iton the 13th of July 1941”, Krivokapić said. “And it is thefact that the Montenegrins created and defendedYugoslavia that Njegoš has dreamt about. Our laureateshave such Yugoslavia in their own writing and piece”,the President of the Parliament stated.Krivokapić congratulated the winners with themessage, “With people like you, there will be eternalMontenegro”. Thanking on behalf of the winners,Kastratović said that “it was hard to live in Montenegro,and easy to die”. “But, on the other hand here thefreedom was more valuable than the life itself.Montenegro never had a monument to the UnknownSoldier. All its soldiers were well known and famousheroes and today they serve as an example for theiroffspring. That is the reason why this award is of suchimportance to us and brings so much joy”, Kastratovićstated.The president of the jury for the presentation of the13th of July Award was Dragan K. Vukčević, andmembers Predrag Ivanović, Dragan Koprivica, IlijaVujošević and Milenko Popović.On behalf of the jury, Koprivica stated that this wasthe biggest Montenegrin date, the symbol of anti-fascism and libertarian aspirations of our people. “Inthe process of making a decision, the jury recognisedboth permanent and true commitment to traditionalvalues of Montenegro, as an axiom during nominationfor this high award”, Koprivica stated. 

Coat od Arms of Đurađ Crnojević is represented as a crowned double-headed eagle ona a red shield, where his initials are imprinted. Above the eagle’s head, there’s a golden letter B (Blagovjerni), and inbetween the right head and the right wing of the eagle, there’s a golden Gn(Gospodin). In between the left head and the left wing are the initialsGo(Đurađ), whereas in the chest of the eagle, letters Cr (Crnojević).
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LaW ON ORgaNISaTION OF ThE gENERaL STaTE
aUDIT INSTITUTIONAscension Day 1901

WE
NIKOLa I

By the grace of god
PRINCE aND SOVEREIgN OF MONTENEgRO
adopting the proposal of Our State Council,
decided to order and we are ordering this

LaW
ON

ORgaNISaTION OF ThE gENERaL STaTE
aUDIT INSTITUTIONCHAPTER VIIIRIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS OF BODIES OF THEGENERAL AUDIT INSTITUTION

article 42The President shall be the Head of the General AuditInstitution.The main duties and rights of the President shall be to:1. report the Prince and Sovereign on the work of theGeneral Audit Institution,2. oversee and manage the work of the General AuditInstitution,3. monitor amendments to the laws and rules of the workof the General Audit Institution,4. ensure that office duties are properly and timelyexecuted, and in accordance with the rules in force,5. deal with administrative affairs, such as complaintsand all other written applications, introduce new auditorreporting duties,6. impose disciplinary fines to auditors, secretaries andother servants, i.e.  reprimands or forefeiture of pay up to15 days,7. grant civil servants of the General Audit Institution theright to absence,8. maintain the building and movables of the General

Audit Institution, and,9. hire and dismiss trainees and servants.
article 43In case of the inability of the President, the powers shallbe devolved on the oldest member.
article 44Members shall manage and oversee all the duties asdetermined by the President, collect the material neededto properly perform their duties and submit it foradoption. 
article 45Secretary of the General Audit Institution shall be theHead of the Office. He shall perform all the office dutiesas determined by the President, receive and open all theletters, submitted to the General Audit Institution, andupon writing on each letter the date of reception, submitthem to the Protocol for filing.
article 46Pay accounts of the Service and expenditures of  GeneralAudit Institution are submitted to an auditor, which shallbe held accountable for  them, whereas the authorisationfor their execution is given by the President. In this case,the control shall be performed by the State Council, inaccordance with the law.***Cetinje, on the Ascension Day, 1901Nikola, handwritten signature

From the Law on Organisation of the general State
audit Institution, Cetinje 1901.Pavićević, B, Raspopović, R, eds. Crnogorski zakonici1796 -1916, knj. II (Montenegrin Codes 1796 -1916, BookII), Podgorica, Istorijski institut Crne Gore, 1998, pp. 539-548
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FROM THE HISTORY OF 
MONTENEGRIN PARLIAMENTARISM 

Ombudsman. “A state’s civil servant, appointed to protect citizen rights in a specific area and investigate complaintsabout mal-administration: abuse of power, failure to observe procedures and unprofessional conduct. Ombudsman'srole is to complement the usual methods for filing complaints, i.e. administrative courts and elected representatives,not to replace them.”1
1 Endru hejvud, Politika(Politics), Beograd, Clio 2004, p. 687

PARLIAMENTARY GLOSSARY
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1 July•   OSCE Representative on Freedom of the Media DunjaMijatović met with Chair of the Committee onPolitical System, Judiciary and Administration RifatRastoder and Deputy Chair of the CommitteeSnežana Jonica.  At the meeting, the interlocutorsexchanged views on current issues related to mediafreedom in Montenegro.  

2 July•   Chair of the Committee on Political System, Judiciaryand Administration Rifat Rastoder and Deputy Chairof the Committee Snežana Jonica met with membersof the Working group who prepared a draft law inthe field of judiciary. The opinions were exchangedwith members of the Working Group, and membersof the Parliament suggested that within the publicdebate on draft laws, the Draft Law on PublicProsecution Office, the Draft Law on Courts and theDraft Law on the Judicial Council, and the rights andduties of judges, the meeting of the Committee onPolitical System, Judiciary and Administration beheld. Proposal of the Chair of the Committee and theDeputy Chair was accepted and welcomed by theWorking Group as a good practice for further workand cooperation in drafting new legislation.•   To mark the second anniversary of the opening ofaccession negotiations, Chief Negotiator's office fornegotiations on Montenegro's accession to theEuropean Union, the British Embassy and the BritishCouncil in Montenegro, organised the public debateon the topic "The second year of negotiations: Whereare we now and what next? Chair of the Committeeon European Integration of the Parliament ofMontenegro Slaven Radunović, State Secretary forEuropean Integration and Chief NegotiatorAleksandar Andrija Pejović, the British Ambassador

to Montenegro Ian E. Whitting addressedparticipants of the meeting.
3 July•   Parliamentary delegation of the Committee onEconomy, Finance and Budget consisting of MPsAleksandar Damjanović, Filip Vuković and MilutinĐukanović, attended the Second meeting ofparliamentarians from Energy Communitycountries, held in Vienna, and organised by theEnergy Community Secretariat and the RegionalCooperation Council. Participants of the meetingwere acquainted with the work of the EnergyCommunity in the past year and its future activities.In addition, the Third energy package was presentedas well as its implementation, which was reflectedthrough: promoting separation, availability to thirdparties, strengthening of independent regulatorybodies, protection of "vulnerable" categories ofconsumers and open markets. 

•   Delegation of the Administrative Committee of theParliament of Montenegro, consisting of MPsRadovan Obradović and Emilo Labudović  attendedthe Regional Working Meeting, titled “Ensuringfinancial autonomy of parliaments with a view toadequately fulfill the rights and obligations ofmembers of parliaments”, which was held on 3-4 Julyin Sarajevo.
4 July•   Committee on Tourism, Agriculture, Ecology andSpatial Planning held a meeting where VladimirVlahović presented specificities of the ConstructionLaw of the Republic of Austria, with special emphasison the institute of “neighbour, i.e active protection ofneighbourly property and non-property rightswithin the procedure of issuing building permit. The
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meeting was attended by the Deputy Head of theOSCE Mission to Montenegro Waldemar Figaj andadvisors to the Ministry of Sustainable Developmentand Tourism Tatjana Vujoševic and Dubravka Pešić.

5 July•   At the invitation of the President of the NationalCommunity of Montenegrins from Croatia RadomirPavićević, Chair of the Committee on InternationalRelations and Emigrants Miodrag Vukovićparticipated in a working meeting, held in Zagreb, onthe topic “Montenegro and emigrants – emigrantsand Montenegro”. The meeting was an opportunityto make specific analysis of what has been done sofar in relations between the state of Montenegro andemigrants, as well as to consider new initiatives andproposals aimed at improving the current situation.New activities and cooperation were agreed andinitiated between the National Community ofMontenegrins from Croatia and the Committee onInternational Relations and Emigrants of theParliament of Montenegro as one of the majorholders of cooperation with diaspora.

8 July•   President of the Parliament of Montenegro RankoKrivokapić met with Owen Jenkins, Director of theWestern Balkans and Enlargement Directorate in the

Foreign and Commonwealth Office.The interlocutorsemphasised the good bilateral relations betweenMontenegro and the United Kingdom, and assessedthe need to use room for further improvement ofcooperation that existed. Krivokapić expressed hisgratitude for the support of the Great Britain, givento our country in the process of Euro-Atlanticintegration. Jenkins stressed that Montenegro stillheld a leading position in the Euro-Atlanticintegration of the region. The interlocutorsconcluded that further actions to strengthen the ruleof law were priority, both in the spirit of theintegration process and stability.

9 July•   Committee on European Integration organised thepublic debate on ″Legislation of Montenegro and theEU in Chapter 9 – Financial services and Chapter 30– External relations″. The moderator of the publicdebate was Slaven Radunović, Chair of theCommittee on European Integration and thepanellists were Nikola Fabris, Vice-Governor forFinancial Stability and Payment Systems of theCentral Bank of Montenegro and negotiator forChapter 9 and Goran Šćepanović, Director-Generalfor Multilateral and Regional Trade Cooperation andEconomic Foreign Relations in the Ministry ofEconomy and the Head of the Working Group forpreparation of negotiations for chapter 30.
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•   Chair of the Committee on Human Rights andFreedoms Halil Duković and Deputy Chair LjiljanaĐurašković met with TAIEX expert Franco Liccione,engaged in the TAIEX expert mission  to providesupport in developing procedures for acting uponpetitions. Chair of the Committee acquainted theexpert with the legal system of Montenegro, itsinstitutions and manner of acting upon petitionsfiled by citizens and legal entities.  

10 July•   Committee on Human Rights and Freedoms of theParliament of Montenegro, in accordance with the2014 Activities Plan, visited Detention unit in theSecurity Center Podgorica. Representatives of thePolice Administration - Assistant Director NikolaJanjušević and Head of the OperationalCommunication Centre Vojislav Dragovic informedthe members of the Committee and other visitorsabout the manner of work and treatment of personsdeprived of their liberty. Members of the Committeeexpressed their satisfaction with the state of thepremises for the detention of persons deprived oftheir liberty, which fully comply with the prescribedstandards, as well as with the fact that there wereno detained persons in the detention unit.•   Chair of the Gender Equality Committee NadaDrobnjak participated in the work of the OSCEGender Equality Review Conference on theimplementation of gender equality commitments,which was held in Vienna on 10  and 11 July. Thefollowing topics were considered at the conference:Gender Perspective in Crisis Management, GenderPerspective of Economic Empowerment, Women’sParticipation in Political and   Public   Life, CombattingViolence against Women and StrengtheningInstitutional Mechanisms for Gender

Mainstreaming.
11 July•   President of the Parliament of Montenegro RankoKrivokapić received Dean Spielmann, President ofthe European Court of Human Rights. Theinterlocutors pointed out that the rule of law andprotection of human rights are the basis of everystate and maturity of society. 

Krivokapić expressed gratitude to the EuropeanCourt of Human Rights for the cooperation in thefield of provided expertise and exchange ofexperience. “Montenegro has a close cooperationwith the Venice Commission, through which itactively worked on constitutional reforms whichshould enable basic independence andresponsibility of judicial power”, stated Krivokapić.Spielmann praised steps of our country aimed atfostering protection of human rights and freedoms,and particularly emphasised the positive role of theParliament of Montenegro which has goodcooperation with the European institutions throughParliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe.•   President of the Parliament of Montenegro RankoKrivokapić presented the highest nationalrecognition – the 13th of July awards to this year’sLaureates. On behalf of the academic painter,Vojislav Vojo Stanić, the 13th  of July LifetimeAchievement Award was received by his son, Tomo.Krivokapić presented the highest nationalrecognition in Villa “Gorica” to art HistorianAleksandar Čilikov, director Gojko Kastratović andhistory professor Niko Martinović as well.
17 July•   The delegation of the Parliament of Montenegro,
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composed of the Chair of the Committee on EuropeanIntegration Slaven Radunović and Deputy Chair ZoranSrzentić, attended the meeting of chairpersons ofparliamentary committees for Union Affairs ofparliaments of EU, within the parliamentarydimension of the Italian Presidency of the EuropeanUnion. 

18 July•   Chair of the Committee on Human Rights andFreedoms Halil Duković and Deputy Chair LjiljanaĐurašković met with the UNICEF Representative toMontenegro Benjamin Perks.  In accordance with the2014 Activities Plan, the meeting was held for thepurpose of considering continuation of cooperationbetween the Committee and the UNICEFRepresentative in the field of promotion andprotection of children rights.The interlocutorsexpressed satisfaction with the meeting, the currentcooperation between the Committee on Human Rightsand Freedoms and the UNICEF Representative toMontenegro, hoping that this cooperation wouldcontinue in the future through the implementation ofspecific activities and projects.•   Chair of the Gender Equality Committee NadaDrobnjak met with the Director General of UNESCOIrina Bokova, who paid an official visit to Montenegro.
24 July•   Chair of the Committee on Health, Labour and SocialWelfare Zoran Jelić met with representatives of NGO"Disabled Veterans Association'', at the request of theNGO. The Representatives of NGO "Disabled VeteransAssociation", Zoran Kićović and Dragan Milić, pointedout that the veterans had disability between twentyand thirty years of age, resulting in a reduction in their

working ability. Kićović and Milić believe that the statehas an obligation under this category of population,expressing the belief that they will find enoughunderstanding and sensitivity for adoption ofamendments to the Pension and Disability InsuranceLaw, thus enabling the retirement of the hardestdisabled veterans under special conditions.Furthermore, they believe that, this way, the rest of lifeof this sensitive population would be better facilitated.The interlocutors emphasised their satisfaction withtoday's meeting with the hope that their requestsubmitted to the Committee would be solved in aquality manner.

28 July•   Members of the Security and Defence Committee metwith the Delegation of Armenian ParliamentaryCommittee on Defence, National Security and InternalAffairs. The emphasis of the meeting was placed on thedrafting and effects of implementation of the Law onParliamentary Oversight of Security and DefenceSector, cooperation with state authorities andinstitutions in the sector, as well as cooperation withcivil society organisations and experience of theCommittee in the field.
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•   President of the Parliament of Montenegro RankoKrivokapić met with H.E. Federica Mogherini,Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Italy.The interlocutors assessed that the relationsbetween Montenegro and the Republic of Italy weretraditionally good, both culturally and politically.Krivokapić expressed gratitude to the support of theItalian Republic, provided to our country in theEuro-Atlantic integration. Mogherini stated that ourcountry could rely on Italy as a country partner inMontenegro’s EU and NATO integration process,particularly during the Italian presidency of the EUCouncil.

29 July•   Chair of the Gender Equality Committee NadaDrobnjak met with the Head of the OSCE Mission toMontenegro Janina Hrebickova. Hrebickovapresented an outline work plan of the OSCE Missionto Montenegro for the next period, in part relatedto gender equality. 

The Willingness to continue successful cooperationwas expressed during the conversation, especiallywhen it came to cooperation with localcommunities, economic empowerment of womenand the implementation of Resolution 1325 of theUN Security Council on "Women, Peace and

Security".
30 July•   Chair of the Gender Equality Committee and amember of the Committee on European IntegrationNada Drobnjak, participated at the public debate“The process of negotiation and people withdisabilities”. The event was organised to exchangeviews on the current state and future activities inthe negotiation process in improving the situationof persons with disabilities.The following spoke atthe event: Aleksandar Andrija Pejović, StateSecretary and Chief Negotiator for Negotiations onAccession of Montenegro to the EU, SuadNumanović, Minister of Human and Minority Rights,Nikola Dedeić, Secretary of the Ministry of Labourand Social Welfare and Marina Vujačić, the Directorof the Association of Youth with Disabilities.
31 July•   Chair of the Commission for Monitoring and Controlof Privatisation Process Janko Vučinić met with theAdvisor for the European Integration and HumanRights at the EU Delegation to Montenegro BarbaraRotovnik. The meeting was dedicted to labourrights considering  the delicate socio-economicsituation in Montenegro. Mostly discussed topicswere: social position of workers following thetransition and failed privatisation processes, as wellas the legal solutions relating to labour and socialrights. 

•   President Ranko Krivokapić scheduled the firstmeeting of the newly appointed RTCG Council, witha proposal for the agenda -"Election of the Presidentand Vice-President of the Council of RadioTelevision of Montenegro".
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