
CONTENT

Legislative and oversight activity.........................2

News from Parliament.................................................7

President of the Parliament of Montenegro
Ranko Krivokapić received the Delegation of
U.S. Congressmen.........................................................7
Chair of the Committee on European
Integration, representatives of MP Groups  and
Secretary General of the Parliament of
Montenegro hosted an MP of the Christian
Democratic Union of German Bundestag.........7
Round-table held  on the topic “Do we need a
Law on Parliament?”..................................................8

From the parliament’s gallery................................8

In focus..................................................................................9

Parliamentary glossary..............................................9

From the history of Montenegrin
Parliamentarism..........................................................10

Calendar............................................................................11

PaRLIaMENTaRy gLOSSaRy

Do you know...  
what are excises?    

p.9

FROM ThE hISTORy OF MONTENEgRIN
PaRLIaMENTaRISM

Law on the organisation of courts in the Principality
of Montenegro

p.10

FROM ThE PaRLIaMENT’S gaLLERy

Coat of Arms of Prince-bishops Danilo and Vasilije

p.8

IN FOCUS

Autumn Session of the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly
held in Geneva

p.9

ctÜÄ|tÅxÇà Éy `ÉÇàxÇxzÜÉ 

NEWSLETTER
OPEN

PaRLIaMENT
Newsletter on the Parliament of Montenegro Performance  No. 42  October  2014         

Parliament of Montenegro, Bulevar Svetog Petra Cetinjskog 10, 81000 Podgorica
tel: +382 20 404 565; fax +382 20 245 125; e-mail: otvoreni.parlament@skupstina.me; www.skupstina.me



Bilten o radu Vlade Crne Gore   Elektronsko izdanje   Izlazi petnaestodnevno   Godina II   Broj 17   1-Bilten o radu Vlade Crne Gore   Elektronsko izdanje   Izlazi petnaestodnevno   Godina II   Broj 17   1-Bilten o radu Vlade Crne Gore   Elektronsko izdanje   Izlazi petnaestodnevno   Godina II   Broj 17   1-Bilten o radu Vlade Crne Gore   Elektronsko izdanje   Izlazi petnaestodnevno   Godina II   Broj 17   1-

Dear readers,We present to you the key information onactivities of the Parliament of Montenegro in theperiod from 1 to 31 October, which is, in the form ofmonthly newsletter “Open Parliament”, prepared byParliamentary Service. In October, the Parliament of Montenegro heldits First and Second Sitting of the Second OrdinarySession in 2014, and Third Special Sitting of theSecond Ordinary Session in 2014. At the first sitting,Ivica Stanković was elected as Supreme StateProsecutor of Montenegro. In addition, theParliament of Montenegro appointed the Presidentof the State Electoral Commission, a member of theState Electoral Commission from among therepresentatives of civil society, NGOs anduniversities and nine members of the State ElectoralCommission. At the second sitting, ten laws wereadopted, while the committees considered 25proposals for a law, three proposals for a decisionand held other activities within their oversight role. In focus of this month’s newsletter is theAutumn Session of the OSCE ParliamentaryAssembly, held in Geneva.  The newsletter is published monthly throughwhich the Parliament endeavours to bring its workcloser to Montenegrin citizens. We consider thispublication to be very significant as a reliable sourceof information regarding the work of the Parliamentand we hope that you will find it useful.We remain open to your comments andsuggestions, as well as criticism, which can help usbring more quality to our work.
Respectfully,

Parliamentary Service

at the First Sitting of the Second Ordinary Session
of the Parliament of Montenegro in 2014, IvicaStanković was elected as Supreme State Prosecutor ofMontenegro. In addition, the Parliament of Montenegroappointed the President of the State ElectoralCommission, a member of the State ElectoralCommission from among the representatives of civilsociety, NGOs and universities and nine members of theState Election Commission. 

at the Second Sitting of the Second Ordinary
Session of the Parliament of Montenegro in 2014, thefollowing laws were adopted: Law on Higher Education,Law on Amendments to the Law on Administrative Fees,Law on Amendments to the Excise Law, Law on GeneralProducts Safety, Law on Amendments to the Law onTourist Organisations, Law on Amendments to the Lawon Obligations and Basic Legal Property Relations in AirTransport, Law on Ratification of the Protocol of theStabilisation and Association Agreement between theEuropean Communities and their Member States, on onehand, and the Republic of Montenegro, on the other hand,which takes into account the Croatian accession to theEuropean Union; Law on Ratification of the Agreementon Cooperation in the Field of Tourism between theGovernments of Georgia and Montenegro, Law on OliveGrowing as well as Law on Amendments to the Law onForeign Investments. In addition, 2013 PerformanceReport of the Deposit Protection Fund was considered.
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Prime Minister’s Hour and Parliamentary Questions

at the Third Special Sitting of the Second
Ordinary Session of the Parliament of Montenegro in
2014, under the agenda item Prime Minister’s Hour and
Parliamentary Questions, MPs’ questions were answeredby Prime Minister of Montenegro Milo Đukanović andministers in the Government. Seven questions wereposed to the Prime Minister, while 58 questions and nineadditional questions were posed to the ministers.

Proposals for a law deliberated in committees

•    Proposal for a Law on amendments to the Law on
National Security agency was considered andproposed to the Parliament for adoption by the Securityand Defence Committee.

•    Proposal for a Law on Efficient Energy Use wasconsidered and proposed to the Parliament foradoption by the Committee on Economy, Finance andBudget. 
•    Proposal for a Law on health Care was considered bythe Gender Equality Committee in part under itscompetence, which proposed to the Committee onHealth, Labour and Social Welfare, as the leadCommittee, to propose it to the Parliament for adoption. 
•    Proposal for a Law on Reconstruction of the Chapel

of Petar II Petrović Njegoš was considered by theCommittee on Economy, Finance and Budget in partunder its competence, which submitted its opinion tothe Committee on Education, Science, Culture andSports, the lead committee to propose to the Parliamentnot to adopt it.
•    Proposal for a Law on amendments to the Law on

Value added Tax was considered and proposed to theParliament for adoption by the Committee on Economy,Finance and Budget. 
•    Proposal for a Law on amendments to the Law on

games of Chance was considered and proposed to theParliament for adoption by the Committee on Economy,Finance and Budget.
•    Proposal for a Law on amendments to the Law on

Personal Income Tax was considered and proposed tothe Parliament for adoption by the Committee onEconomy, Finance and Budget.
•    Proposal for a Law on Communal Police wasconsidered and proposed to the Parliament foradoption by the Committee on Political System,Judiciary and Administration.  
•    Proposal for a Law on administrative Procedurewas considered and proposed to the Parliament foradoption by the Committee on Political System,Judiciary and Administration.  
•    Proposal for a Law on amendments to the Law on

National awards was considered by the LegislativeCommittee; however, it did not obtain the requiredmajority. 
•    Proposal for a Law on higher Education was

considered and proposed to the Parliament foradoption by the Committee on Education, Science,Culture and Sports and the Legislative Committee.
•    Proposal for a Law on amendments to the Law on

Enforcement and Security was considered andproposed to the Parliament for adoption by theCommittee on Political System, Judiciary andAdministration and the Legislative Committee.
•    Proposal for a Law on amendments to the Law on

Employment and Exercising Rights with respect to
Unemployment Insurance was considered by theCommittee on Health, Labour and Social Welfare;however, the proposal did not obtain the necessarymajority.

•    Proposal for a Law on amendments to the Criminal
Code of Montenegro, submitted by MP Janko
Vučinić, was considered by the Committee on PoliticalSystem, Judiciary and Administration; however, it didnot obtain the required majority.

•    Proposal for a Law on Ratifying the Convention on
Nuclear Safety was considered and proposed to theParliament for adoption by the Legislative Committee.

•    Proposal for a Law on Ratifying the agreement
between the government of Montenegro and
government of the Republic of austria on Double
Taxation avoidance and Prevention with respect to
Income and Property Tax was considered andproposed to the Parliament for adoption by theLegislative Committee.

•    Proposal for a Law on Ratifying the agreement
between the government of Montenegro and
government of Slovakia on Economic Cooperationwas considered and proposed to the Parliament foradoption by the Legislative Committee.

•    Proposal for a Law on Foreigners was considered andproposed to the Parliament for adoption by theCommittee on Political System, Judiciary andAdministration and the Legislative Committee.
•    Proposal for a Law on Consensual Financial

Restructuring of Debts to Financial Institutions wasconsidered and proposed to the Parliament foradoption by the Legislative Committee.
•    Proposal for a Law on amendments to the Law on

the Prevention of Drug abuse was considered by theLegislative Committee; however, it did not obtain therequired majority.
•    Proposal for a Law on amendments to the Law on

Free Legal aid was considered and proposed to theParliament for adoption by the Committee on PoliticalSystem, Judiciary and Administration.
•    Proposal for a Law on amendments to the Law on

Non-contentious Procedure was considered andproposed to the Parliament for adoption by theCommittee on Political System, Judiciary andAdministration.
•    Proposal for a Law on amendments to the Law on

Scientific and Research activity was considered andproposed to the Parliament for adoption by the
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Committee on Education, Science, Culture and Sports.
•    Proposal for a Law on amendments to the Law on

DNa Register was considered by the Committee onPolitical System, Judiciary and Administration; however,the proposal did not obtain the required majority.
•    Proposal for a Law on amendments to the Criminal

Code of Montenegro submitted by MP Zoran Miljanić,was considered and proposed to the Parliament foradoption by the Legislative Committee. The lawproposal was also considered by the Commmittee onPolitical System, Judiciary and Administration; however,it did not obtain the required majority. 
Proposals for which committees began deliberation during
October are the following: 
•    Legislative Committee considered Proposal for a Lawon Cooperation, but the voting on the proposal waspostponed. 
•    Committee on Economy, Finance and Budgetconsidered Proposal for a Law on Consensual FinancialRestructuring of Debts to Financial Institutions;however, the position on the proposal will be stated inthe follow-up meeting.
•    Committee on Economy, Finance and Budgetconsidered Proposal for a Law on Financing Veterans,and the position on the proposal will be stated in thecontinuation of the meeting.

Proposals for other acts deliberated in committees

•    Proposal for a Decision on Dismissal and Election
of one member of the Committee on Tourism,
agriculture, Ecology and Spatial Planning wasdetermined by the Administrative Committee. 

•    Proposal for a Decision on the Election of the
President and six members of the Commission for
Prevention of Conflict of Interest was determined bythe Administrative Committee. 

•    Proposal for a Decision on amendments to the
Rules of Procedure of the Parliament of Montenegrowas considered by Legislative Committee; however, itdid not obtain the required majority.

Other activities of working bodies

•    At the 64th meeting of the Committee on Political
System, Judiciary and administration, on 20 October,the Committee supported the Report of the Committeetogether with Proposal for conclusions made afterconsidering the Report of the Supreme PublicProsecutor’s Office of Montenegro on PerformanceReport of the Prosecutorial Council for 2013, submittedby the Supreme Public Prosecutor’s Office, andPerformance Report of the Prosecutorial Council for2013, submitted by the Prosecutorial Council.

•    At the 25th meeting of the Security and Defence
Committee, which took place on 13 October, the

Committee considered and supported 2013Performance and Status Report on administrativedomains within the jurisdiction of the Ministry ofDefence and 2013 Status Report of the Military ofMontenegro, with conclusions. In addition, theCommittee supported the 2013 Report on theparticipation of members of the Military of Montenegroin the international forces, peacekeeping missions andother activities abroad, with conclusions. 
•    At the 29th meeting of the Committee on European

Integration, held on 9 October, Mitja Drobnič, theAmbassador and Head of the EU Delegation toMontenegro presented the 2014 Progress Report onMontenegro. Drobnič referred to the progress achievedby Montenegro in certain areas over the past year, butalso to the fact that a number of obligations stillremained unfulfilled. 

•    At the 72nd meeting, convened by the Committee on
Economy, Finance and Budget on 3 October, theCommittee considered 2013 Annual Report onAwarded State Aid in Montenegro and decided that itshall declare its position on this act at the follow-upmeeting. In addition, the Committee made a Decisionon holding a control hearing of Deputy Prime Ministerfor economic policy and financial system Vujica Lazović,Minister of Economy Vladimir Kavarić, Head of EPCG'sBoard of Directors SC Nikšić Srđan Kovačević andExecutive Director of EPCG SC Nikšić Stefan Pastori,regarding the agreement made between theGovernment of Montenegro and Company A2A. At the 72nd meeting reconvened by the Committee on 8October, the Committee decided to propose to theParliament to adopt the 2013 Annual Report onAwarded State Aid in Montenegro.

At the 73rd meeting of the Committee, held on the sameday, the Committee considered 2013 Report on the
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implementation of the Regional Development Strategyof Montenegro for the period 2010 – 2014 and decidedto propose it to the Parliament for adoption. At the 69th meeting reconvened by the Committee on 16October, the Committee held control hearing of NenadŠoškić, Director of the Public Institution Center forContemporary Art, in relation to the negative opinionof the State Audit Institution on the audit of 2012Financial report of this institution. At the 74th meeting of the Committee, held on 16October, the Committee held control hearing of DeputyPrime Minister for economic policy and financial systemVujica Lazović, Minister of Economy Vladimir Kavarić,Head of EPCG's Board of Directors SC Nikšić SrđanKovačević and Executive Director of EPCG SC NikšićStefan Pastori, in relation to the agreement madebetween the Government of Montenegro and CompanyA2A. The purpose of the control hearing was to obtaindetailed information and data regarding the agreementmade between the Government of Montenegro andCompany A2A on 3 September 2009, in terms ofprotecting Montenegro's interests. At the 76th meeting, held on 24 October, the Committeeelected MP Damir Šehović as Deputy Chair of theCommittee on Economy, Finance and Budget.At its 77th meeting held on 30 October, the Committeeon Economy, Finance and Budget considered the 2013Financial Statement with Performance Report of theEnergy Regulatory Agency and proposed it to theParliament of Montenegro for adoption. In addition, theCommittee considered the 2013 Financial Statementwith the Report of the Independent Auditor on Audit ofFinancial Statements of Securities Commission;however, the Report did not obtain the necessarymajority of the Committee. At the second continuation of the 75th meeting, held onthe same day, the Committee decided not to holdconsultative hearing of candidates for a member of theState Audit Institution Senate. It was agreed that theCommittee would vote on the said candidates in thefollowing meeting. 
•    At the 35th meeting of the gender Equality Committee,held on 31 October, representatives of the Ministry ofDefence, Military of Montenegro, Ministry of Interior,Ministry of Education, Police Administration, HumanResources Management Authority and Department forGender Equality of the Ministry of Human and MinorityRights informed members of the Committee aboutactivities which they have been conducting regardingthe application of the UN Security Council Resolution1325 “Women, Peace and Security”, within theircompetences. It was stated, during the discussion, that

there has been an obvious progress in implementationof the Resolution 1325 and follow-up resolutions, andthat there was still room for improvement.
•    At the 36th meeting of the Committee on Education,

Science, Culture and Sports, held on 6 October,Cooperation Protocol was signed between theCommittee on Education, Science, Culture and Sports,Montenegrin Olympic Committee and the MontenegrinNational Theater.
•    At the second joint meeting of Committee on

Education, Science, Culture and Sports and gender
Equality Committee, held on 17 October, Tempusproject “HEART” was promoted, which seeks to supportdevelopment and upgrading of courses andprogrammes at Western Balkan universities. 

•    At the 59th meeting of the Committee on health,
Labour and Social Welfare, held on 2 October, themembers considered Support for the rehabilitation ofchildren with disabilities within the practice of SpiritualCentre Sukuruć in Tuzi. 

At the 60th meeting of the Committee, held on 17 October,the Committee considered Initiative of the NGO″Euromost″ and representatives of the staff from thenorth asking for Pension and Disability Law to beamended. Amendments would allow gaining right topension to all workers from the north who lost their jobsdue to privatisation, who have more than than 30 yearsof service. The Committee members decided to send aletter to the Ministry of Labour and Social Welfare,Ministry of Economy, Ministry of Finance and LabourFund in order to obtain data on paying of taxes andcontributions for the workers and the number ofworkers who may be eligible to retire. After receiving theinformation, the Committee would schedule a meeting.Members of the Committee supported the Initiative ofMP Janko Vučinić on scheduling a meeting in order toassess problems of workers of “Ribarstvo” SC RijekaCrnojevića. 
•    At the 21st meeting held on 6 October, the anti-

corruption Committee decided to request, onceagain, from the Director of the Public ProcurementAdministration Mersad Mujević information aboutthe control hearing of the Minister of EconomyVladimir Kavarić, Minister of Finance Radoje Žugić,
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and Director of the Public ProcurementAdministration Mersad Mujević, on the subject of“Multi million contracts for legal and consultingservices paid by the EPCG”. In addition, theCommittee considered petitions submitted byworkers of “Montavar-Metalac” from Nikšić, theNetwork for Affirmation of Non-GovernmentalSector, and a few individual applications submittedby citizens.At the 22nd  meeting, held on 30 October, theCommittee conducted a control hearing of theMinister of Economy Vladimir Kavarić, Minister ofFinance Radoje Žugić, and  Director of the PublicProcurement Administration Mersad Mujević, on thesubject of “Multi million contracts for legal andconsulting services paid by EPCG”. 
•    At the 40th  meeting of the administrative

Committee, held on 2 October, the Committeeinitiated a procedure for determination of theProposal of candidates for two members of theCommission for Concessions of Montenegro, fromamong respectable jurists. At the 40th  meeting reconvened by the Committee on8 October, the Committee determined Proposal for aDecision on the Election of the President and sixmembers of the Commission for Prevention ofConflict of Interest. The Committee decided topropose to the Parliament to elect Slobodan Lekovićas President of the Commission for Prevention ofConflict of Interest, and also to elect Goranka Vučinić,Ana Raičević, Borka Smolović, Vahedin Feratović,Ristan Stijepović and Ivo Đoković as members of theCommission for Prevention of Conflict of Interest.At the 41st meeting of the Committee, held on 8October, the Committee determined Proposal for aDecision on Dismissal and Election of a member ofthe Committee on Tourism, Agriculture, Ecology andSpatial Planning. As to the aforementioned, theCommittee has decided to propose to the Parliamentto dismiss MP Novica Stanić from the duty of themember of the Committee on Tourism, Agriculture,Ecology and Spatial Planning and to elect MP LjiljanaĐurašković as member of the Committee on Tourism,Agriculture, Ecology and Spatial Planning. Membersof the committee came to an agreement concerningdetermination of Proposal for a Decision onAppointment of two members of the Council ofAgency for Electronic Media, upon the Public Call of25 August. The agreement was to establish aWorking Group charged with reviewing all thesubmitted application with documentation in orderto determine the complete and timely submittedproposals of candidates for the appointment of twomembers of the Agency Council. The Working Group

shall consist of: MP Marta Šćepanović fromparliamentary majority and Azra Jasavić fromopposition. At the 42nd meeting held on 21 October, theCommittee discontinued the procedure forDetermining the List of timely and completeproposals of candidates for members of the Agencyfor Electronic Media Council. After gettingacquainted with the Report of the Working Group,the Committee decided to request additionalinformation from RTCG about the status of one of theapplicants for membership in the Agency forElectronic Media Council, and decided to establishthe List at the next meeting, after receiving theinformation. Having reviewed the submitteddocumentation, the Committee  stated thatauthorised proposers,  NGO “Informativni centarPljevlja” and NGO “Montenegro Media Institute”, didnot submit complete documentation, as requestedby the Public Call, and that other authorisedproposers did submit complete documentation indue time. The Committee has decided that theprocedure for determining the proposal ofcandidates for the appointment of two members ofthe Commission for Concessions of Montenegro fromamongst renowned expert, upon the Public Call of 2October 2014, will be continued after criminalrecord statements about applicants are obtained bythe Ministry of Justice. Committee members gotacquainted with a Request of MP Radosav Nišavić forexercising the right to claim the duty pay in the eventof the death of a member of the immediate familyand decided to make an adequate decision. TheCommittee got acquainted with a request of theBasic Prosecutorial Office in Podgorica, of 16October 2014 for approving the criminal procedure,and with regard to that, by a majority of votes,decided to vote on the matter at the followingmeeting, scheduled for 29 October 2014. TheCommittee has also opened a debate on suggestionof the Parliament of Montenegro to re-examine theProposal for Decision on the appointment ofPresident and six members of the Commission forPrevention of Conflict of Interests  as of 8 October2014, submitted to the Parliament by theAdministrative Committee following the Public Callof as 25 August 2014. At the 43th meeting of the Committee, on 29 October,the Committee considered the Request of the BasicPublic Prosecutor’s Office in Podgorica, as of 15October, for gaining the approval for criminalprosecution of Janko Vučinić, MP of the Parliamentof Montenegro. Following the debate, the Committeedecided to propose to the Parliament of Montenegronot to give the approval for initiation of criminalproceedings against  MP Janko Vučinić.
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NEWS FROM PARLIAMENT
President of the Parliament of Montenegro Ranko Krivokapić received the Delegation of

U.S. CongressmenPresident of the Parliament of Montenegro RankoKrivokapić received the Delegation of U.S.Congressmen headed by Congressman Michael Turner.The Delegation also consisted of Congresswoman LorettaSanchez and Congressman Paul Cook, as well as H.E. SueK. Brown, U.S. Ambassador to Montenegro.

Krivokapić and Turner assessed that relationsbetween Montenegro and United States of America wereconstantly developing, which makes USA one of the mostimportant foreign policy partners of our country. Krivokapić emphasised that the visit occured at a very

important moment for Montenegro, on the day ofhandover of Montenegro Progress Report in theParliament of Montenegro, as well as at the time ofintensified activities of fulfilling the obligations towardsNATO  integration.Congressman Michael Turner is the Head of the U.S.Delegation to the NATO Parliamentary Assembly, whogave a significant contribution to the establishment of theMontenegrin caucus in the American Congress, which wasformed in November last year during an official visit ofKrivokapić to the USA.The talks between Krivokapić and Turner were mostlyfocused on Euro-Atlantic integration, and intensifyingcooperation between the Montenegrin Parliament and theAmerican Congress.The interlocutors assessed that the friendly relationsbetween the Parliament and the Congress, and also USA’sstrong support to Montenegro on its Euro-Atlantic path,were of great importance and represented  additionalsecurity in the process of strengthening the rule of law andMontenegrin institutions.
Chair of the Committee on European Integration, representatives of MP Groups and
Secretary General of the Parliament of Montenegro hosted an MP of the Christian

Democratic Union of German BundestagChair of the Committee on European Integration ofthe Parliament of Montenegro Slaven Radunovićand representatives of MP SDP Group Borislav Banović,DF Group Goran Danilović, SNP Group AleksandarDamjanović, Positive Montenegro Group Azra Jasavić,and Secretary General of the Parliament of MontenegroDamir Davidović hosted Peter Beyer, MP of the ChristianDemocratic Union of German Bundestag and GudrunElisabeth Steinacker, H.E. Ambassador of Germany toMontenegro. The occasion for the meeting was a recentlypublished Progress Report on Montenegro in the processof EU accession. Peter Beyer, MP of Bundestagemphasised that Montenegro’s progress is significantand that he was particularly pleased by the compositionof today’s delegation of the Parliament of Montenegro,composed of both - representatives of the ruling coalitionand opposition. MPs Radunović and Danilović stated that MPs havebetter working conditions now than five years ago, whichis reflected in a greater number of parliamentary staffand their better qualifications, which is a merit ofSecretary General of the Parliament of Montenegro

Damir Davidović.Chair of the MP SNP Group and Chair of theCommittee on Economy, Finance and Budget AleksandarDamjanović also spoke on the progress of MontenegrinParliament in the integration process, headed bySecretary General; where, as he stated, the progress wasvisible in almost a doubled number of staff and theirprofessionalism, but also in achieving the financialindependence of the Parliament of Montenegro.

MP Azra Jasavić is of the opinion that NATOintegration is equally important for Montenegro becauseit would make the neighbouring region safe and stable,and is also a pre-condition of economic progress. 
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MP Borislav Banović referred to the problem of anumber of MPs in the Parliament of Montenegro who arenot, as it is the case in  parliaments of the region, closelytied to just one area through the work of a working body,but on the contrary, MPs are engaged in several areas. Secretary General of the Parliament Damir Davidovićconfirmed that the parliamentary service has advancedin the last five years, which is the result mostly of theprinciple of planning. Secretary General emphasised that

Montenegrin Parliament was included in the process ofEuropean integration more than any other parliament ofapplicant countries, and that the Parliament ofMontenegro is the only institution which has Strategy fordevelopment of human resources, Training strategy forstaff and financial independence. In addition, he statedthat the Service of the Parliament of Montenegro was theonly service who had been participating in the screeningprocess.
Round-table held on the topic: “Do we need a Law on Parliament?” NGO Institute Alternative in cooperation with theMontenegrin Parliament, organised a Round-tableon the topic: “Do we need a Law on Parliament?”. Representatives of MP Groups: DPS, DF, SNP, SDP, PCG,BS and Albanian parties HGI and LPCG, within the firstpanel, shared views on the topic: “Law on Parliament as alegal basis for functioning of Montenegrin Parliament”.The participants have noted that most countries do nothave a separate law on parliament but instead they havethe Law on MPs. Law on Parliament wouldn’t be enoughunless followed by amendments to the Rules of Procedure.Participants debated on necessity of financialindependence of the Parliament as well as on rights andresponsibilities of MPs and parliamentary staff. TheParliament may be additionally improved bystrengthening its control role, and holding greaternumber of control hearings and sittings devoted to thePrime Minister’s Hour. Representatives of MP Groupsmainly pointed out to the necessity of resolving theproblem of insufficient space in the Parliament ofMontenegro, stressing that working conditions were muchbetter now than several years ago, but they should beadditionally improved.Secretary General of the Parliament of MontenegroDamir Davidović, Vice President of the National Assemblyof the Republic of Serbia Gordana Čomić, AssistantSecretary General of the National Assembly of theRepublic of Srpska and Head of the Legislative SectorMirjana Radaković as well as expert associate in theAssembly of the Republic of Macedonia NikolaAtanasovski, spoke on the topic “Organising the work of

parliament – regional experiences”.

It was emphasised that the Montenegrin Parliamentwas transparent and publicly available in the greatestextent possible, and  when it comes to organisation of theParliamentary Service, a lot of effort has been and wouldbe put into training employees of the Parliament. Theimportance of planning has been underlined, whichmeans introducing action plans in order to make theService more professional and hence more efficient. Intheir remarks, participants noted that instead of adoptingnew it would be enough to respect and apply the currentlaws. Experiences of others are welcome but they cannotbe always applicable, since various countries do not shareepochs, standards, time and course of institutionalmemories.Representatives of NGO sector emphasisedtraditionally good cooperation with the Parliament ofMontenegro and the Secretary General who, as they noted,has shown once more good will and agreed to organise theroundtable in Montenegrin Parliament.

Upon Prince-Bishop Danilo’s succession to the Metropolitan throne,Montenegrin heraldic tradition was renewed with the assuming of thedouble-headed eagle originating from the Crnojević Coat of Arms.  From thismoment on, the genesis of Montenegrin coat of arms could be followed. Montenegrin Metropolitan Vasilije also used the coat of arms originating inthe reign of Prince-Bishop Danilo. The crowned double-headed eagle dominatesthe entire Russian baroque shield, and there’s also a crown positioned abovethem.The great coat of arms of dynasty Petrović is positioned on the chest of thedouble-headed eagle.

FROM PARLIAMENT’S GALLERY
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IN FOCUS
Autumn Session of the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly held in GenevaPresident of the Parliament of Montenegro andPresident Emeritus of the OSCE ParliamentaryAssembly Ranko Krivokapić participated in theAutumn Session of the OSCE PA, which took place from3 to 5 October in Geneva, on the topic: “New SecurityChallenges: The Role of Parliaments”.  Krivokapić participated at the OSCE PA AutumnSession in the capacity of the Honorary President of theOSCE Parliamentary Assembly and the Head of theMontenegrin Delegation. Members of the Parliament ofMontenegro, Milutin Simović and Goran Danilović, alsoparticipated at the Autumn Meeting, as members of thedelegation.

President Krivokapić met in Geneva with theSpeaker of the State Duma Sergey Naryshkin, on theoccasion of the Ukrainian crisis and continuation ofactivities of the OSCE PA Vienna Group, which startedits work in April 2014, chaired by Krivokapić. Theinterlocutors agreed that it was necessary, immediatelyafter the parliamentary elections in Ukraine, tocontinue the work of the Vienna Group consisting ofparliamentary delegations of Ukraine and the Russian

Federation, in order for the parliamentary diplomacyto give its tangible contribution to the resolution of theUkrainian crisis.In the meeting, it was referred to the important roleof the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly in establishing adialogue, necessary for de-escalation of the crisis inUkraine, as well as the necessity for the Vienna Groupto deal with many issues of vital importance for thedaily lives of citizens in a torn territory of Ukraine.Vice-President of the OSCE Parliamentary AssemblyDoris Barnett (Germany) and the OSCE PA AmbassadorAndreas Nothelle also participated in the meeting.Speaker Naryshkin used this occasion to open up thetopic of bilateral relations between the RussianFederation and Montenegro, in light of sanctionsimposed by the European Union against the RussianFederation, joined by Montenegro.Krivokapić met with the President of the SwissConfederation and OSCE Chairperson-in-Office, DidierBurkhalter, where it was mutually agreed that theSwiss Chairmanship-in-Office strongly reinforced thereputation of the OSCE and has shown that inconfrontation with such a major crisis such as theUkrainian, quick and effective responses of theorganisation could be obtained.Krivokapić met in Geneva with the OSCE SecretaryGeneral, Lamberto Zannier, about the continuation ofcoordinated work in resolving the Ukrainian crisis,particularly through the work of the Vienna Group.They exchanged views on the activities of othersegments of the OSCE in light of the Helsinki + 40Process as the opportunity for further improvement ofthe organisation.

Excises. “Excises are taxes imposed on specific goods and services, according to both, OECD and GSF. Excisestherefore are selective consumption taxes. Historically, excises were the oldest form of consumption tax and sincetheir introduction, the idea of taxing consumption has come to life. Excises are imposed on consumption or use ofcertain goods. The main purpose of introducing excise was fiscality, and it remains so even today. ”1

PARLIAMENTARY GLOSSARY

1 Dr Božidar Raičević, Dr Marko Radičić, Javne finansije-Teorija i praksa, Beograd 2008, p.161
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LaW ON ThE ORgaNISaTION OF COURTS IN ThE
PRINCIPaLITy OF MONTENEgRO6/19 December 1902

We 
NIKOLa I

By the grace of god
PRINCE aND SOVEREIgN OF MONTENEgRO

at the proposal of the acting Minister of Justice,
after hearing our State Council

Decided to order and we are ordering this

LaW
ON ThE ORgaNISaTION OF COURTS IN
ThE PRINCIPaLITy OF MONTENEgRO

article 1The right to exercise judicial office in the Principalityof Montenegro is given to: village kmets acting asjustices of the peace, captain courts, five superiorcourts and the High Court of Justice.Municipal courts in Cetinje, Rijeka, Podgorica,Danilovgrad, Nikšić, Kolašin, Andrijevica, Vir, Bar andUlcinj shall exercise judicial power as the court offirst instance in place of captains, in accordance withthe regulation of municipal boroughs of 23 April1899.The number of captain courts shall be governed byanother law.
article 2Captain courts are the courts of first instance,superior courts are courts of first and secondinstance, whereas the High Court of Justice is the lastand highest instance in the country.The civil and criminal competence of courts is to begoverned by another law.
article 3Captain courts shall have executive power.Each captain judge shall have at its disposal a scribe,acting as a scrivener charged with safeguardingdocuments.

A kmet , whose place of residence is at the placewhere the captain court is located, shall perform thejudicial power instead of a captain judge, ifnecessary. 
article 4Superior courts are multi-member courts, consistingof the President and two judges.
article 5Superior courts will each have a secretary, who shallparticipate at the court sittings as a deputy judge,two scribes, and a required number of junior staff.
article 6The High Court of Justice consists of the presidentand four members.It shall have at its disposal two secretaries, threescribes and an adequate number of staff.The High Court of Justice shall draft the court Rulesof Procedure which will be submitted to Ministry ofJustice for approval. 
article 7The rank of the judicial staff is specified in the annexof the Law on civil servants.The classification of courts in the Principality ofMontenegro is presented in the appendix, whichmakes an integral part of this law.Wages of judicial staff shall be governed by anotherlaw, while the current wages shall apply until 1January 1906. ***Cetinje, St Nicholas’s Day, in 1902Nikola, handwritten signature

Pavićević, B, Raspopović, R, ur. Crnogorski zakonici1796-1916, knj.II (Montenegrin Codes 1796-1916,Book II), Podgorica, Istorijski institut Crne Gore,1998, pp. 610-612                                                                                                     
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1 October•   Collegium of the President of the Parliament ofMontenegro, at the 88th meeting held on 1 October, onthe grounds of a request made by three MP groups toconsider the situation of workers of “Montavar-Metalac” from Nikšić, adopted several conclusions.        •   Chair of the Gender Equality Committee Nada Drobnjakparticipated at a regional workshop dedicated toeliminating and combatting domestic violence and allforms of violence against women and young girls, whichtook place from 30 September to 1 October in Skopje. •   At the continuation of the fifth meeting of the WorkingGroup formed in order to prepare Proposal for a Lawon Financing of Political Parties and Proposal for aDecision on Establishment of the Interim Committee,charged with overseeing the work of State Authorities,State Administration bodies and local governmentbodies in regards to consistent implementation of lawfor the purpose of building trust in the election process,the Working group considered the submittedamendments to the Proposal for Decision onEstablishment of the Interim Committee. In addition,discussion was led regarding the work methodology.     •   Chair and members of the Committee on Human Rightsand Freedoms of the Parliament of Montenegro held ameeting with a delegation of representatives ofombudsman institutions and prison officials from theRepublic of Serbia and the Republic of Albania, whopaid an official visit to Montenegro in the framework ofthe regional Project “Building free of torture andimpunity societies in Western Balkans”. During thediscussion, all the participants emphasised theimportance of improving accommodation facilities andintroducing alternative sanctions, as key measures forenhancing the situation in the field. •   The first meeting of the Working group that deals withsolving the status of weekly newspaper “Koha Javore”resulted in agreement on upcoming tasks and activitiesthat were necessary to undertake in order to solve thefuture status of weekly newspaper “Koha Javore”, whichis published in Albanian. In addition, participantssuggested that it was necessary to take intoconsideration regional experiences, as well as conductrequired interviews with responsible representatives.•   MP Branka Tanasijević participated in the conference

“European Health Forum 2014”, which took place from1 to 3 October in Bad Hofgastein, Austria. •   Chair of the Committee on Health, Labour and SocialWelfare Zoran Jelić and members of the CommitteeEmilo Labudović, Janko Vučinić and Goran Tuponja metwith representatives of the Ministry for Economy,Veselin Perišić, bankruptcy administrator in theAluminium Plant, and representatives of the AluminiumPlant Dušan Laketić and Zlatko Dujović. During themeeting, it was referred to the Government Socialprogramme offered to the Aluminium Plant workersand the possibility to include both workers of Željezaraand workers of the Aluminium Plant in theamendments of the Law on Pension and DisabilityInsurance. 
2 October•   At the sixth meeting of the Working Group formed inorder to prepare Proposal for a Law on Financing ofPolitical Parties and Proposal for a Decision onEstablishment of the Interim Committee, charged withoverseeing the work of State Authorities, StateAdministration bodies and local government bodies inregards to consistent implementation of law for thepurpose of building trust in the election process, thedraft version of the Law on Financing Political Partiesand Election Campaigns was considered.•   Vice President of the Parliament of Montenegro SuljoMustafić participated in the Second Conference ofDanube Parliamentarians, which took place from 2 to 3October in Budapest. The conference dealt with the roleof parliaments within the EU strategy for the DanubeRegion, mechanisms for cooperation betweengovernments and parliaments as part of the strategy, aswell as future activities of the Conference of Danuberegion Parliamentarians.
3 October•   President of the Parliament of Montenegro andPresident Emeritus of the OSCE ParliamentaryAssembly Ranko Krivokapić participated in the AutumnSession of the OSCE PA, which took place from 3 to 5October in Geneva, on the topic: “New SecurityChallenges: The Role of Parliaments”.  •   Members of the Committee on Economy, Finance andBudget met with Janez Kopač, Director of the
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Secretariat of Energy Community, who presented to theCommittee the Annual Report on the Implementationof the Energy Community Strategy for the periodSeptember 2013 – August 2014.
6 October•   President of the Parliament of Montenegro RankoKrivokapić received H.E. Eldar Humbat Oglu Hasanov,Ambassador of the Republic of Azerbaijan. The talkbetween Krivokapić and Hasanov was mainly focusedon investment projects being implemented inMontenegro by the Republic of Azerbaijan. In thiscontext, Krivokapić emphasised that he was lookingforward to investments in tourism industry ofMontenegro, because the common goal in such projectswas improvement of the quality of life of citizens andreduction of unemployment rate.  Hasanov stated thatRepublic of Azerbaijan was willing to supportdevelopment projects in Montenegro. 
8 October•   President of the Parliament of Montenegro RankoKrivokapić received the Delegation of U.S. Congressmenheaded by Congressman Michael Turner. TheDelegation also consisted of Congresswoman LorettaSanchez and Congressman Paul Cook, as well as H.E.Sue K. Brown, U.S. Ambassador to Montenegro.•   Vice President of the Parliament of Montenegro andChair of the Friendship Group with the NationalPeople's Congress Branko Radulović met with H.E. CuiZhiwei, Ambassador of the People's Republic of Chinato Montenegro and his associates.The Ambassadoremphasised the immense contribution Radulović hadmade in promoting the relations between People'sRepublic of China and Montenegro. •   Members of the Working Group charged with solvingthe status of weekly newspaper “Koha Javore” met withAli Salaj, Editor-in-Chief of weekly newspaper “KohaJavore”, published in Albanian. The meeting took placein the premises of the daily newspaper “Pobjeda”, inorder to get acquainted with the current situation of theweekly newspaper “Koha Javore”, due to the bancruptcyof the daily newspaper “Pobjeda”, the conditions inwhich it operated, as well as activities that werenecessary to undertake in order to solve its futurestatus.    

•   The Working Group formed in order to prepareProposal for a Law on Financing of Political Parties andProposal for a Decision on Establishment of the ad hoccommittee, to be charged with overseeing the work ofState Authorities, State Administration bodies and localgovernment bodies in regards to consistentimplementation of law for the purpose of building trustin the election process, continued to consider the draftversion of the Law on Financing Political Parties andElection Campaigns.  •   President of the Parliament of Montenegro RankoKrivokapić received Dirk Lange, Head of Unit forMontenegro within the European Commission'sEnlargement Directorate and Mitja Drobnič,Ambassador and Head of the EU Delegation toMontenegro. On this occasion, ceremonial presentingof the Progress Report on Montenegro towards theEuropean Union was organised. The ceremony wasattended by MPs of the Parliament of Montenegro,representatives of judicial power, media and civilsociety.

•   Chair of the Security and Defence Committee MevludinNuhodžić and members of the Committee: MilutinSimović, Luiđ Ljubo Škrelja, Borislav Banović, SuljoMustafić i Snežana Jonica met with the Delegation ofAmerican Congressmen, headed by CongressmanMichael Turner. The Delegation consisted ofCongresswoman Loretta Sanchez and CongressmanPaul Cook. The U.S. Ambassador to Montenegro Sue K.Brown also attended the meeting. The following issueswere discussed at the meeting: progress of Montenegroon its path toward Euro-Atlantic integration, role of theSecurity and Defence Committee in the process,implemented reforms in the security and defencesector, with special focus on cooperation amongpolitical parties, and monitoring of performance ofsecurity services, as a priority in the Euro-AtlanticIntegrations. 
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9 October•   At the eighth meeting of the Working Group formed inorder to prepare Proposal for a Law on Financing ofPolitical Parties and Proposal for a Decision onEstablishment of the ad hoc committee, charged withoverseeing the work of State Authorities, StateAdministration bodies and local government bodies inregards to consistent implementation of law for thepurpose of building trust in the election process; thedraft version of the Law on Financing Political Partiesand Election Campaigns was considered.•   At the third meeting of the Working Group charged withsolving the status of weekly newspaper “Koha Javore”,a meeting was held with the bankruptcy administratorMladen Marković in the premises of daily newspaper“Pobjeda”. The discussion was about analysing moreclosely the current situation of the daily newspaper“Pobjeda”, and at the same time of the weeklynewspaper “Koha Javore”. •   Member of the Permanent Delegation of the Parliamentof Montenengro to the Parliamentary Dimension of theCentral European Initiative MP Danko Šarančićparticipated in the meeting of the General Committeeon Economic Affairs “CEI - PD”, which took place inBucharest. At the meeting, the discussion was on thetopic: “New jobs for the highly qualified youth througha regional CEI hub – a challenge for cultural and creativeindustries”. 
10 October•   Members of the Humanistic studies studentorganisation of the University of Donja Gorica visitedthe Parliament of Montenegro, and got acquainted withthe history of Montenegrin parliamentarism,parliamentary organisation and structure, as well as itscompetences and duties.  •   At the second meeting of the Working Group fordrafting a Code of Ethics for MPs, there was aconstructive discussion regarding the drafting of theCode. During thorough discussion, general provisions,ethical principles and rules were consideredindividually. It was agreed that the prepared Draft is tobe considered article by article, and that comparativeexperience and best practices from the region andbeyond should be used in order to prepare a betterCode of Ethics with higher level of quality.  

•   Vice President of the Parliament of Montenegro SuljoMustafić spoke with Serge Brammertz, Chief Prosecutorof the International Criminal Tribunal for the formerYugoslavia located in The Hague. Vice PresidentMustafić stated that Montenegro was committed tofulfilling its international obligations, and that in thiscontext, full cooperation betweeen its institutions andinstitutions of International Criminal Tribunal wasestablished, as well as cooperation with institutions ofneighbouring countries regarding war crime cases.Brammertz expressed pleasure over the cooperation ofthe International Criminal Tribunal with responsibleinstitutions in Montenegro, as well as its readiness topromote it in the areas that were significant for thesuccessful processing of war crimes committed informer Yugoslavia.•   President of the Parliament of Montenegro andPresident Emeritus of the OSCE ParliamentaryAssembly Ranko Krivokapić addressed attendees at theopening of the 100th Ceremonial Session of the VeniceCommission. Speaking of democracy and law asinseparable fenomena which have inevitably been asubject of inspiration to many philosophers throughouthistory, Krivokapić emphasised that without democracythere could be no rule of law, justice and economicprogress. 

When it comes to cooperation between the OSCEParliamentary Assembly and the Venice Commission,Krivokapić expressed hope that their cooperationwould be enhanced, especially in the part whereparliamentarians and experts of the VeniceCommission could work together in improving thelegislative framework of countries in the OSCE regionwhere help was needed. Krivokapić especially referredto the situation in Ukraine, suggesting that specialforms of cooperation between the two institutionsneeded to be established. President of the VeniceCommission emphasised that Montenegro wasworking on implementation of initiated reforms withwhich the Venice Commission helped, and in this
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context he thanked Krivokapić and representatives ofother institutions for the full cooperation with therepresentatives of the Venice Commission.   •   Chair of the Committee on Economy, Finance andBudget of the Parliament of Montenegro AleksandarDamjanović, participated at the Inter-ParliamentaryMeeting on Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency,which took place on 10 and 11 October in Lisbon. 
13 October•   Children from the private Pre-school institution(kindergarten) “Maša” and its international part paida visit to the Parliament of Montenegro, on theoccasion of marking the week dedicated toMontenegro. Children, in a manner appropriate totheir age, were acquainted with the work of theParliament and MPs, as well as passing of laws whichare binding on all citizens in our country. Childrenwere also greeted by the President of the Parliamentof Montenegro. 

•   Vice President of the Parliament of Montenegro SuljoMustafić received Russ Hiebert, MP of the House ofCommons of Canada. Mustafić assessed as positive theintesification of political contacts, as well as Canada’scontribution to Euro-Atlantic integration ofMontenegro. It was emphasised that Canada wasamong the countries which supported Montenegro,not only through words, but also through actions.Hiebert also added that it was his first visit toMontenegro, however, he stated that prior to his visit,he had identified many areas of possible cooperationbetween the two countries, specifically referring toelectricity generation, oil and gas exploration, tourism,as well as cooperation in the security and defencesector. The interlocutors expressed their expectationthat the relations between Montenegro and Canadawould be additionally intensified in many areas in theperiod to come, especially with regard toparliamentary cooperation. 

•   Chair of the Committee on Economy, Finance andBudget Aleksandar Damjanović met with Chair of theCommittee on Economy, Regional Development,Trade, Tourism and Energy of the National Assemblyof the Republic of Serbia Aleksandra Tomić and VicePresident of the National Assembly of the Republic ofSerbia Vladimir Marinković. The topic of discussionwas cooperation of both committees in the frameworkof the Network of Parliamentary Committees forEconomy, Finance and European Integration of theWestern Balkans and a joint meeting of bothcommittees, scheduled for November, where it wouldbe discussed about the common interest in the field ofenergy, regional development and trade.   •   Working Group of the Administrative Committee ofthe Parliament of Montenegro reviewed applications,submitted upon the Public Call to authorisedproposers for submission of proposals for candidatesfor the appointment of members of the Council of theAgency for Electronic Media, as of 25 August. •   Chair of the Committee on Human Rights andFreedoms of the Parliament of Montenegro HalilDuković participated in the Meeting of Chairpersonsof the Committees Specialised in Fundamental Rights,which took place on 13 and 14 October in Rome. Themeeting was held in the framework of the ItalianPresidency of the Council of the European Union. Foursessions were held during the meeting, on thefollowing topics: Enforcing fundamental rights tocombat exclusion, Data protection and new rights inthe digital era, Towards a true European commonmigration and asylum policy and New tools to combatdiscrimination. 
14 October•   Representative of the Delegation of the Parliament ofMontenegro to the NATO Parliamentary AssemblyBranka Bošnjak participated in the work of the 87thRose-Roth seminar on the topic: “Eastern Europe:
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New Political and Security Challenges”, which tookplace on 14 and 15 October in Warsaw. During the two-day seminar, dedicated to new political and securitychallenges in the South-Eastern Europe countries,special focus was on the current political and militarysituation in Ukraine, support for independence ofUkraine and its new European path.
15 October•   At the ninth meeting of the Working Group formed inorder to prepare Proposal for a Law on Financing ofPolitical Parties and Proposal for a Decision onEstablishment of the ad hoc committee, charged withoverseeing the work of State Authorities, StateAdministration bodies and local government bodies inregards to consistent implementation of law for thepurpose of building trust in the election process, thefocus was on the draft version of the Law on FinancingPolitical Parties and Election Campaigns. During themeeting, consideration of the proposed solutions wascontinued, in line with previously determinedmethodology. •   Assistant to the Secretary General of the Parliament ofMontenegro and member of the Association ofSecretary Generals of Parliaments of the UN memberstates in Geneva Nataša Komnenić attended theMeeting of the Association of Secretary Generals ofParliaments of the UN member states in Geneva, whereshe had a presentation on the topic: "Strategic andannual planning in parliaments - challenges andoutcomes in the Parliament of Montenegro". Komnenićshortly presented the plans which have been adoptedby the Parliament of Montenegro: Action Plan forStrengthening Legislative and Control Role of theParliament,  Plan of legislative work of the Parliament,Human resources development strategy of theParliament of Montenegro, as well as other documentswhich largely stemmed from strategic planningapproach. 

16 October•   President Krivokapić opened the South-EasternEuropean Defence Ministerial SEDM. DefenceMinisterial of 14 states of SEE was largely focused oncurrent world security issues. President  Krivokapićstated that today’s Europe was in the time of unrest, aswell as in the time of looking for new solutions forsecurity and reminded that NATO was a peacekeepingorganisation.•   At the tenth meeting, the Working Group formed inorder to prepare Proposal for a Law on Financing ofPolitical Parties and Proposal for a Decision onEstablishment of the ad hoc committee, charged withoverseeing the work of State Authorities, StateAdministration bodies and local government bodies inregards to consistent implementation of law for thepurpose of building trust in the election process, fullyconsidered the draft version of the Law on FinancingPolitical Parties and Election Campaigns. In addition,methodology regarding the further work on the lawwas determined. 
17 October•   At the third meeting of the Working Group for draftinga Code of Ethics for MPs, discussion was led regardingprovisions in two sections of the draft Code of Ethics ofMPs. During the constructive discussion, provisionsregarding rules of conduct for MPs in performing theirduties, as well as provisions regarding public relationswere considered. •   Chair of the Security and Defence CommitteeMevludin Nuhodžić and members of the CommitteeSnežana Jonica and Obrad Stanišić attended aSymposium on Foreign Fighters Legislation. Thepurpose of the symposium was to become moreacquainted with obligations arising from the recentlyadopted United Nations Security Council Resolution2178 on the flow of foreign fighters, which,Montenegro as a member of United Nations isrequired to meet.  •   Members of the Committee on European Integrationmet with attendees of the XIII generation of School ofDemocratic Leadership, and on this occasionacquainted them with the work of the Committee, itsrole as a pivot of parliamentary dimension of theEuropean process, and also discussed about the
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current challenges on Montenegro's path towards EUmembership. 

•   President of the Parliament of Montenegro RankoKrivokapić met with Chris Murphy, Senator in the UnitedStates Senate.  During the meeting, Krivokapić assessedthat the next year is extremely important for Montenegroin its Euro-Atlantic path and that strengthening the ruleof law was of key importance. He emphasised thatMontenegro was the only part of the Mediterraneancoast, from Portugal to Turkey, which wasn't under theprotection of NATO and that full country’s commitmentto democracy and rule of law were the guarantee ofMontenegrin membership to the Alliance. Murphyconfirmed that the USA remained Montenegro’s partnerand would continue to support Montenegro’smembership to NATO, stating that the rule of law was amain goal for the state and society.  
20 October•   President of the Parliament of Montenegro RankoKrivokapić hosted the visit of President of the NationalAssembly of the Republic of Serbia Maja Gojković. Duringthe meeting with the President of the National Assemblyof the Republic of Serbia Maja Gojković, PresidentKrivokapić emphasised that there was always room forimproving cooperation, and it is especially important toenhance mutual relations and show the whole regionthat even the most difficult issues could be resolved.Gojković assessed that Montenegro had made stepsahead of Republic of Serbia in the EU integration processand emphasised that the National Assembly of Serbiahad a lot to learn. Noting their long-term parliamentaryexperience and cooperation, the interlocutors concludedthat in the upcoming period it was necessary to intensifythe cooperation between both parliaments, particularlyin the field of sharing experiences in EU integration, boththrough Friendship Group and parliamentary workingbodies.•   Committee on Health, Labour and Social Welfare held a

meeting dedicated to fight against breast cancer. Inaddition to the Committee members, the meeting wasalso attended by Nebojša Crnogorac, Director of theClinic for Oncology and Radiotherapy at the ClinicalCentre of Montenegro and Sanja Simović, AssistantMinister of Health for control and improving the qualityof health care.

•   Chair of the Security and Defence Committee MevludinNuhodžić and members: Obrad Mišo Stanišić, LuiđŠkrelja, Predrag Bulatović, Snežana Jonica, VelizarKaluđerović and Darko Pajović paid a visit to theKingdom of Norway. The visit was a part of the processof professional training of members and service of theSecurity and Defence Committee, with the purpose ofupgrading the established legal framework in defenceand security sector.
21 October•   Chair of the Committee on European Integration of theParliament of Montenegro Slaven Radunović andrepresentatives of MP SDP Group Borislav Banović,  DFGroup Goran Danilović, SNP Group AleksandarDamjanović, Positive Montenegro Group Azra Jasavić,and Secretary General of the Parliament of MontenegroDamir Davidović hosted Peter Beyer, MP of the ChristianDemocratic Union of German Bundestag and GudrunElisabeth Steinacker, H.E. Ambassador of Germany toMontenegro. •   Vice President of the Parliament of Montenegro BrankoRadulović paid a visit to the Kingdom of Denmark from21 to 24 October. The aim of the visit was to promote thecooperation between Montenegrin and DanishParliament and exchange views on European and Euro-Atlantic integration process of Montenegro, the progressMontenegro had made so far and further activities thatwere needed in order to meet the requirements for EUmembership. In addition, views were exchangedregarding internal challenges  the EU was facing and itsfuture steps in this context. 
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23 October•   At the fourth meeting of the Working Group charged withsolving the status of weekly newspaper “Koha Javore”,members of the group met with Željko Rutović, Directorof the Directorate for Media of the Ministry of Cultureand Miloš Lalević, Advisor for european integration inmedia. The discussion was led in order to enablerepresentatives of Ministry of Culture and members ofthe working group to share their views and opinions,aimed at analysing more closely the current situation anda future model of operation of the weekly newspaper. •   At the fifth meeting of the Working Group charged withsolving the status of weekly newspaper “Koha Javore”,members of the group met with Director of theDirectorate for Budget of the Ministry of Finance NikolaVukićević. The meeting was marked by discussion onpossible ways of financing the future model of theWeekly newspaper, which is being published in Albanianlanguage. •   At the fourth meeting of the Working Group for draftinga Code of Ethics for MPs, discussion was led regarding aprovision in the fifth chapter of the draft Code of Ethicsof MPs. In addition, one of the key provisions in the draftCode concerning the oversight of Code enforcement, wasconsidered.•   NGO Institute Alternative in cooperation with theMontenegrin Parliament, organised a Round-table on thetopic: “Do we need a Law on Parliament”. It wasemphasised that the Montenegrin Parliament wastransparent and publicly available in the greatest extentpossible, and  when it comes to organisation of theParliamentary Service, a lot of effort has been and wouldbe put into training employees of the Parliament. •   President of the Parliament of Montenegro RankoKrivokapić received US Deputy Assistant Secretary ofState Hoyt Yee. During the meeting, Krivokapićemphasised that Montenegro had clearly definedstrategic priorities, and among the main priorities wasfull-fledged membership in NATO. Yee stated that USAwould continue strongly to advocate and supportMontenegrin path towards the Alliance.  In addition, heassessed that Montenegro's course would depend mostlyon its efficiency in meeting standards for full-fledgedmembership. Krivokapić acquainted Yee with theongoning activities and the laws which were and will beplaced under parliamentary procedure, and which

represented specific steps towards meeting therequirements for NATO membership. 
24 October•   President of the Parliament Ranko Krivokapić hosted theofficial visit to Montenegro of Speaker of the HellenicParliament Evangelos Meimerakis. On behalf of theirparliaments, the two officials signed Memorandum oncooperation between the Parliament of Montenegro andHellenic Parliament. President Krivokapić thanked hiscolleague for his contribution while he was stillperforming his duty of Hellenic Minister of Defence. TheSpeaker of the Hellenic Parliament stated that everybodyknows how Montenegro and Greece appreciate oneanother. The two presidents paid a visit to “DemocracyWorkshops” and spent their time with children whowere attending a workshop on the topic:  “Democracyand Parliament”.

27 October•   President of the Parliament of Montenegro RankoKrivokapić received representatives of the VeniceCommission Guido Neppi Modona (Italy), Jan Velaers(Belgium) and James Hamilton (Ireland). PresidentKrivokapić and representatives of the VeniceCommission spoke about a set of laws in the field ofjudiciary which are to be placed under parliamentaryprocedure. Representatives of the VC emphasised thepersonal contribution President Krivokapić has made inthe procedure of amending the Constitution andadopting constitutional amendments, whose aim is tostrengthen independence and responsibility of judiciaryand prosecution. Krivokapić emphasised that concernedlaws were elaboration of the constitutional amendmentsand should aim at strengthening independence andresponsibility of judiciary and prosecution. Theinterlocutors jointly assessed that engagement of theVenice Commission in the process would be of extremeimportance, and that they expect opinions of the VCwhich would improve the legislative regulations.   
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•   Vice President of the Parliament of Montenegro SuljoMustafić paid a working visit to the Municipality ofPljevlja. While congratulating Mirko Đačić on his electionas the President of the Municipality, Mustafić stated thatthe local government was expected to achieve progress,which would bring more efficiency in the work of thelocal government and economic recovery of Pljevlja.Mustafić emphasised the importance of legality of workof local government, and its efficiency, which would leadto a citizen-oriented government. Đačić emphasised asimportant strengthening of communication andrelations which leads to a more efficient cooperationbetween state and local authorities. •   Members of the Committee on Political System, Judiciaryand Administration met with representatives of theVenice Commission. The meeting was held in order toexchange opinions on new draft laws in the field oforganisation of judiciary, Law on Courts, Law on JudicialCouncil and Rights and Obligations of Judges, Law onPublic Prosecutor’s Office, as well as Law on SpecialPublic Prosecutor’s Office.

•   President of the Parliament of Montenegro RankoKrivokapić received Jean-Daniel Ruch, Ambassador ofthe Swiss Confederation to Montenegro in Belgrade. Theinterlocutors assessed that the Swiss Presidency over theOSCE was very important to Montenegro, becauseSwitzerland intensively supported the path of ourcountry towards the EU and NATO. Krivokapić andAmbassador Ruch underlined that the freedom of mediawas vitally important for democracy and furtherdevelopment of society. Additionally, the freedom neededto be followed by professionalism and objectivity.•   At the fifth meeting of the Working Group for drafting aCode of Ethics for MPs, discussion on a provision of fifthchapter of the Draft Code of Ethics for MPs has beencontinued, where MPs held a unique position that this isone of the key provisions of the Draft relating to theOversight of code application.•   Chair of the Legislative Committee Džavid Šabović,

Deputy Chair Velizar Kaluđerović and Vladislav Bojović,member of the Committee spoke with representatives ofthe Venice Commission on set of laws from the field ofjudiciary. Representatives of the Legislative Committeeshowed particular interest in Draft Law on PublicProsecution Office and Draft Law on Special PublicProsecution Office. With regard to that, representativesof the Legislative Committee stated specific objectives tosolutions proposed in concerned draft laws.•   Chair of the Committee on Economy, Finance and BudgetAleksandar Damjanović and Chair of the Committee onTourism, Agriculture, Ecology and Spatial PlanningPredrag Sekulić participated in the Meeting ofChairpersons of Committees Specialised in Agriculture,Industrial development and SMEs, which took place inRome. The meeting included three sessions dedicated toEuropean way to quality food: land protection, eco-friendly organic farming and protection of traditionalproducts; internationalisation of SMEs; and reaching theobjective industrial renaissance of 20% of GDP by 2020.•   Chair of the Gender Equality Committee Nada Drobnjakand members of the Committee: Branka Tanasijević,Žana Filipović, Ljerka Dragičević, Jelisava Kalezić iLjiljana Đurašković participated in the work of theworkshop “Strengthening Capacities of the GenderEquality Mechanisms”. The Chair of the Committee spokeon topics “Institutional mechanisms: Mandate andResponsibility” and “Gender Orientation and Inter-institutional Cooperation”. 
28 October•   Vice President of the Parliament of Montenegro SuljoMustafić received representatives of the Youth Initiativefor Human Rights: Edin Koljenović from Civic Alliance ofMontenegro, Anita Mitić and Jasmin Lazović,representatives of the Youth Initiative from Belgrade.Representatives of the Initiative presented to Mustafićthe idea on possibilities for founding the Regional YouthExchange Programme in the Western Balkans. Mustafićstated that this idea and future models should also bediscussed at thematic conferences and panels, where allholders of the process would be included, with fullsupport of parliamentary bodies. •   Annual coordination meeting of representatives of theEuropean Parliament and national correspondents of theparliaments of the Western Balkans and Turkey  washeld in Bar. The meeting was marked by evaluation ofPre-accession Assistance Programme of the European
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Parliament to the parliaments of the Western Balkansand Turkey for 2014, but also by exchange of opinionson the priority tasks and topics for the following year. Inaddition to representatives of the European Parliament,participants in the meeting were correspondents ofnational parliaments of Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina,Kosovo, Macedonia, Serbia and Montenegro, as well as arepresentative of Regional Secretariat for ParliamentaryCooperation in South East Europe (RSPC SEE).

29 October•   At the eleventh meeting of the Working Group formed inorder to prepare Proposal for a Law on Financing ofPolitical Parties and Proposal for a Decision onEstablishment of the ad hoc committee, charged withoverseeing the work of State Authorities, StateAdministration bodies and local government bodies inregards to consistent implementation of law for thepurpose of building trust in the election process; thework on the draft version of Law on Financing of PoliticalParties and Election Campaigns, was continued. Themeeting was marked by discussion on submittedamendments to the wording of the Working Version ofthe Law on Financing of Political Parties and ElectionCampaigns. •   Chair of the Committee on Economy, Finance and BudgetAleksandar Damjanović and Deputy Chair Damir Šehovićmet with members of the International Monetary Fund(IMF) mission, headed by Alasdair Scott, Head of Missionfor Montenegro. At the meeting there was discussion onkey economic challenges of Montenegro in the followingperiod. They considered issues relating to the currentmacroeconomic developments, state of the economy,public finance, with focus on public debt and borrowingpolicy, as well as implementation of structural reforms,primarily in the field of labour market and pensionsystem.•   Collegium of the President of the Parliament ofMontenegro has reaffirmed its conclusions from 79th

meeting of 20 June 2014, when it indicated in due timeto unconstitutional activities of foreign newspapers inMontenegro “Informer”. The Collegium stated that in themeantime there has been escalation and continuousviolation of fundamental constitutional values with newabuses and hate speech directed towards politicalsubjects, NGO and Albanian people in Montenegro, andcompetent bodies have not undertaken prompt andefficient activities. The Collegium called upon StateAuthorities, in accordance with current laws, to preventcontinuous violations of constitutional norms, statingthat the Parliament of Montenegro will - in acceleratedprocedure - consider proposals for improving legislativeregulations which would prevent serious abuses ofmedia freedoms more efficiently.  
30 October•   At the twelfth meeting of the Working Group formed inorder to prepare Proposal for a Law on Financing ofPolitical Parties and Proposal for a Decision onEstablishment of the Interim Committee, charged withoverseeing the work of State Authorities, StateAdministration bodies and local government bodies inregards to consistent implementation of law for thepurpose of building trust in the election process,discussion was led on submitted amendments to thewording of the Working Version of the Law on Financingof Political Parties and Election Campaigns. 
31 October•   Vice President of the Parliament of Montenegro SuljoMustafić spoke with Ambassador of the Republic ofBelarus to Montenegro Vladimir Chushev. Mustafićpointed out the importance of intensifying politicalcontacts, and strengthening of the economic, industrialand cultural cooperation in relations betweenMontenegro and the Republic of Belarus. Chushevstated that Montenegro could count on Belarus as apartner country, especially in the process ofstrengthening political, economic, and cultural forms ofcooperation.•   President of the Parliament of Montenegro made aspeech on the occasion of celebrating ParliamentarismDay. There was a ceremonious reception of the highestrepresentatives of branches of powers in Montenegro,former presidents of the Parliament of Montenegro,academic community, diplomatic corps, civil sector,media representatives and other invitees , held in statevilla “Gorica”. 


