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Dear readers,

We present to you the key information onactivities of the Parliament of Montenegro in theperiod from 1 to 31 May, which is, in the form ofmonthly newsletter “Open Parliament”, preparedby Parliamentary Service. In May, fifth sitting and sixth special sitting ofthe first ordinary session of the Parliament ofMontenegro were held. At the Fifth Sitting of theFirst Ordinary Session of the Parliament ofMontenegro in 2015, six laws were adopted.During May, committees considered 45proposals for a law, four proposals for a decisionand held other activities within their oversightrole. In focus of this month’s newsletter is thePresident’s participation in the SEECP Plenarysession, which took place on 22-23 May in Tirana.The newsletter is published monthly throughwhich the Parliament endeavours to bring its workcloser to Montenegrin citizens.We remain open to your comments andsuggestions, as well as criticism, which can help usbring more quality to our work.
Respectfully,

Parliamentary Service

at the Fifth Sitting of the First Ordinary Session
of the Parliament of Montenegro in 2015, thefollowing laws were adopted: Law on Ratification of theFramework Agreement between Montenegrorepresented by the Government of Montenegro and theEuropean Commission on rules for the implementationof the Union's financial assistance to Montenegro underthe Instrument for Pre-Accession Assistance (IPAII), Lawon Ratification of the Agreement between theGovernment of Montenegro and the Government of theRepublic of Slovakia on Economic Cooperation, Law onRatification of the Decision on the Accession ofMontenegro to the Agreement on GovernmentProcurement under the Auspices of the World TradeOrganization and the Law on Amendments to the Law onPublic Procurement, Law on Amendments to the Law onthe Judicial Council and Judges and Law on Amendmentsto the Law on Foreigners. Within the agenda item Elections and Appointments,MP Dritan Abazović was unanimously elected asmember of the Constitutional Committee and theCommittee on Human Rights and Freedoms. 

Parliamentary questions

at the Sixth(Special Sitting) of the First Ordinary
Session of the Parliament of Montenegro in 2015,within the agenda item Prime Minister’s Hour and
Parliamentary Questions, MPs questions were answered
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by Prime Minister of Montenegro Milo Đukanović andministers in the Government. Seven questions wereposed to the Prime Minister, while 62 questions wereposed to the ministers. 
Proposals for a law deliberated in committees

•    Proposal for a Law on amendments to the Media
Law, submitted by MPs Genci Nimanbegu, RifatRastoder and Andrija Popović was considered by theLegislative Committee; however, the proposal did notobtain the required majority.

•    Proposal for a Law on Compensation of Victims of
Criminal acts was considered and proposed to theParliament for adoption by the Committee on PoliticalSystem, Judiciary and Administration. 

•    Proposal for a Law on amendments to the Law on
Public Broadcasting Services of Montenegro wasconsidered by the Committee on Political System,Judiciary and Administration; however, the proposaldid not obtain the required majority.

•    Proposal for a Law on amendments to the Law on
Seed Material of agricultural Plants wasconsidered and proposed to the Parliament foradoption by the Committee on Tourism, Agriculture,Ecology and Spatial Planning.

•    Proposal for a Law on amendments to the Law on
Planting Material was considered and proposed tothe Parliament for adoption by the Committee onTourism, Agriculture, Ecology and Spatial Planning.

•    Proposal for a Law on amendments to the Law on
Flammable Liquids and gases was considered bythe Committee on Tourism, Agriculture, Ecology andSpatial Planning; however, the proposal did notobtain the required majority. 

•    Proposal for a Wine Law was considered by theCommittee on Tourism, Agriculture, Ecology andSpatial Planning; however, the proposal did notobtain the required majority. 
•    Proposal for a Law on amendments to the Law on

Forests was considered by the Committee onTourism, Agriculture, Ecology and Spatial Planning;however, the proposal did not obtain the requiredmajority. 
•    Proposal for a Law on amendments to the Law on

Information Secrecy was considered and proposedto the Parliament for adoption by the Security andDefence Committee.
•    Proposal for a Law on amendments to the Law on

Public Peace and Order was considered by theCommittee on Political System, Judiciary andAdministration; however, the proposal did not obtainthe required majority. 
•    Proposal for a Law on amendments to the Law on

higher Education submitted by MPs Srđan Milić andSnežana Jonica was considered and proposed to theParliament for adoption by the Legislative Committee.
•    Proposal for a Law on amendments to the

Criminal Code of Montenegro submitted by MPsAzra Jasavić, Srđan Perić, Goran Tuponja and DarkoPajović, was considered and proposed to theParliament for adoption by the Committee on PoliticalSystem, Judiciary and Administration and LegislativeCommittee. 
•    Proposal for a Law on amendments to the Law on

Valued added Tax submitted by MPs Goran Tuponja,Srđan Perić, Azra Jasavić and Darko Pajović wasconsidered and proposed to the Parliament foradoption by the Legislative Committee. 
•    Proposal for a Law on amendments to the Law on

Public Prosecution Office submitted by MPs AzraJasavić, Srđan Perić, Goran Tuponja and Darko Pajovićwas considered and proposed to the Parliament foradoption by the Committee on Political System,Judiciary and Administration and LegislativeCommittee. 
•    Proposal for a Law on amendments to the Law on

Prevention of Conflict of Interest submitted by MPsAndrija Mandić, Nebojša Medojević, Milan Kneževićand Janko Vučinić was considered and proposed tothe Parliament for adoption by the LegislativeCommittee and Committee on Political System,Judiciary and Administration.
•    Proposal for a Law on amendments to the Law on

Pension and Disability Insurance, submitted byMPs Janko Vučinić and Emilo Labudović wasconsidered and proposed to the Parliament foradoption by the Legislative Committee. The sameproposal was considered by the Committee on Health,Labour and Social Welfare; however it did not obtainthe required majority.
•    Proposal for a Law on amendments to the Law on

Pension and Disability Insurance, submitted byMPs Janko Vučinić, Neven Gošović and Goran Tuponjawas considered and proposed to the Parliament foradoption by the Legislative Committee. The sameproposal was considered by the Committee on Health,Labour and Social Welfare; however it did not obtainthe required majority.
•    Proposal for a Law on Ratification of the Safety

and health in Construction Convention, No. 167was considered and proposed to the Parliament foradoption by the Legislative Committee.
•    Proposal for a Law on Ratification of the

Promotional Framework for Occupational Safety
and health Convention, No. 187 was consideredand proposed to the Parliament for adoption by theLegislative Committee.

•    Proposal for a Law on Ratification of the Paris
Memorandum of Understanding on Port State
Control was considered and proposed to theParliament for adoption by the Legislative Committee.

•    Proposal for a Law on amendments to the Law on
Plant health Protection was considered andproposed to the Parliament for adoption by theLegislative Committee.
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•    Proposal for a Law on Foreigners was consideredand proposed to the Parliament for adoption by theCommittee on Political System, Judiciary andAdminstration and the Legislative Committee.
•    Proposal for a Law on amendments to the Law on

National Parks, submitted by MPs: Predrag Sekulić,Žana Filipović, Filip Vuković, Branko Čavor, ŠefkijaMurić and Miodrag Vuković was considered andproposed to the Parliament for adoption by theLegislative Committee.
•    Proposal for a Law on amendments to the Law on

Public Procurement submitted by MP AleksandarDamjanović was considered and proposed to theParliament for adoption by the Legislative Committee.
•    Proposal for a Law on amendments to the Law on

Social and Child Welfare submitted by MPAleksandar Damjanović was considered by theCommittee on Economy, Finance and Budget, withinits competence and submitted its opinion toCommittee on Health, Labour and Social Welfare, aslead committee. The same proposal was consideredand proposed to the Parliament for adoption by theLegislative Committee and the Committee on Health,Labour and Social Welfare.
•    Proposal for a Law on amendments to the Family

Law submitted by members Danijela Marković andAleksandar Damjanović was considered by theCommittee on Economy, Finance and Budget, whichdecided to submit its opinion to lead committee onthe fiscal impact of the said act to the state’s budget.
•    Proposal for a Law on amendments to the Law on

Social and Child Welfare, submitted by members:Azra Jasavić, Srđan Perić, Goran Tuponja and DarkoPajović was considered by the Committee onEconomy, Finance and Budget, which decided tosubmit its opinion to lead committee on the fiscalimpact of the said act to the state’s budget.
•    Proposal for a Law on Execution of Sentences of

Imprisonment, Fines and Security Measures wasconsidered by the Committee on Economy, Financeand Budget, which decided to submit its opinion tolead committee on the fiscal impact of the said act tothe state’s budget.
•    Proposal for a Law on amendments to the

Pension and Disability Insurance Law, submittedby MP Janko Vučinić was considered by theCommittee on Economy, Finance and Budget, whichdecided to submit its opinion to lead committee onthe fiscal impact of the said act to the state’s budget.
•    Proposal for a Law on Settlement of Obligations

to Workers of the SC aluminium Plant Podgorica
Who Retired Early Due to Bankruptcy of the
Company, submitted by MP Janko Vučinić wasconsidered by the Committee on Economy, Financeand Budget, which decided to submit its opinion tolead committee on the fiscal impact of the said act tothe state’s budget.

•    Proposal for a Law on amendments to the Law on

Volunteerism was considered and proposed to theParliament for adoption by the Committee on Health,Labour and Social Welfare.
•    Proposal for a Law on amendments to the Law on

amendments to Law on game and hunting wasconsidered and proposed to the Parliament foradoption by the Committee on Tourism, Agriculture,Ecology and Spatial Planning.
•    Proposal for a Law on amendments to the animal

Welfare Law was considered and proposed to theParliament for adoption by the Legislative Committeeand the Committee on Tourism, Agriculture, Ecologyand Spatial Planning.
•    Proposal for a Law on amendments to the Law on

the Judicial Council and Judges was considered andproposed to the Parliament for adoption by theLegislative Committee and the Committee on PoliticalSystem, Judiciary and Administration. 
•    Proposal for a Law on amendments to the Law on

Pension and Disability Insurance, submitted by MPBranka Bošnjak was considered and proposed to theParliament for adoption by the Legislative Committeeand the Committee on Health, Labour and SocialWelfare.
•    Proposal for a Law on amendments to the Labour

Law, submitted by MPs: Branka Bošnjak, MilutinĐukanović, Vladislav Bojović, Janko Vučinić andJelisava Kalezić, was considered by the Committee onHealth, Labour and Social Welfare; however, theproposal did not obtain the required majority.
•    Proposal for a Law on amendments to the

Criminal Procedure Code was considered andproposed to the Parliament for adoption by theLegislative Committee.
•    Proposal for a arbitration Law was considered andproposed to the Parliament for adoption by theLegislative Committee.
•    Proposal for a Law on amendments to the Law on

Civil Proceedings was considered by the Committeeon Economy, Finance and Budget, which decided tosubmit its opinion to lead committee on the fiscalimpact of the said act to the state’s budget. Theproposal was also considered by the LegislativeCommittee, which decided to propose it to theParliament for adoption.
•    Proposal for a Law on amendments to the Law on

Livestock Farming was considered by theCommittee on Tourism, Agriculture, Ecology andSpatial Planning; however, it did not obtain therequired majority. The same proposal was consideredby the Legislative Committee, which decided topropose it to the Parliament for adoption.
•    Proposal for a Law on amendments to the Law on

Temporary Residence Fee was considered andproposed to the Parliament for adoption by theLegislative Committee.
•    Proposal for a Law on amendments to the Law on

Restriction of the Usage of Tobacco Products was
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considered and proposed to the Parliament foradoption by the Legislative Committee.
•    Proposal for a Law on the Protection of

Consumers-Users of Financial Services, submittedby MP Andrija Popović was considered and proposedto the Parliament for adoption.
•    Proposal for a Law on amendments to the general

Law on Education, submitted by MPs: BrankaBošnjak, Milutin Đukanović, Vladislav Bojović, JankoVučinić and Jelisava Kalezić was considered andproposed to the Parliament for adoption by theLegislative Committee. 
•    Proposal for a Law on amendments to the Law on

Primary Education, submitted by MPs: MilutinĐukanović, Branka Bošnjak, Janko Vučinić andVladislav Bojović was considered by the Committeeon Economy, Finance and Budget, which decided tosubmit its opinion to lead committee on the fiscalimpact of the said act to the state’s budget. The sameproposal was considered by the LegislativeCommittee, which decided to propose it to theParliament for adoption.
Proposals for which committees began deliberation during
May  are the following:- Proposal for a Law on Amendments to the Law onSocial and Child Welfare, submitted by members: AzraJasavić, Srđan Perić, Goran Tuponja and Darko Pajovićwas considered by the Legislative Committee, whichpostponed declaration on the proposal for the nextmeeting.-Proposal for a Law on Amendments to the Law onExpropriation, submitted by MPs: Azra Jasavić, Srđanperić, Goran Tuponja i Darko Pajović was considered bythe Committee on Economy, Finance and Budget, whichdecided to postpone declaration on the proposal untilthe Government submits its opinion.- Proposal for a Law on Amendments to the Labour Law,submitted by MPs: Branka Bošnjak, Milutin Đukanović,Vladislav Bojović, Janko Vučinić and Jelisava Kalezić wasconsidered by the Legislative Committee, whichpostponed declaration on the proposal for the nextmeeting.

Proposals for other acts deliberated in committees

•    Proposal for a Decision on Opening
Parliamentary Investigation and Establishing the
Inquiry Committee for Collecting Information and
Facts on actions of Competent State authorities
regarding Protection of State Property and Public
Interest on the Occasion of Selling the Property of
SC aluminium Plant Podgorica (KaP) in
Bankruptcy was considered and proposed to theParliament for adoption by the Legislative Committee.The same proposal was considered by the Committeeon Economy, Finance and Budget; however theproposal did not obtain the required majority.

•    Proposal for a Decision on Election of one
member of the Constitutional Committee wasdetermined by the Administrative Committee. 

•    Proposal for a Decision on Election of one
member of the Committee on human Rights and
Freedoms was determined by the AdministrativeCommittee.

•    Proposal for a Decision on amendments to the
Rules of Procedure of the Parliament of
Montenegro submitted by MP Andrija Popović wasconsidered and proposed to the Parliament foradoption by the Committee on Political System,Judiciary and Administration.

Other activities of working bodies

•    At the 87th meeting, held on 5 May, Committee on
Political System, Judiciary and administrationsupported by a majority of votes 2015 Work Plan ofthe Committee on Political System, Judiciary andAdministration.

•    At the 38th meeting of 8 May, Security and Defence
Committee held consultative hearing on the topic:“Considering the situation in the field of air trafficsafety and airspace security”. Following thediscussion, several conclusions  were adopted by amajority of votes. In addition, the Committeeunanimously reached the decision to hold a controlhearing of Supreme State Prosecutor, Minister ofInterior and Acting Director of the National SecurityAgency regarding unsolved murders in Montenegro. 

At the 39th meeting, held on 29 May, the Committeeconsidered and supported 2014 Report onperformance and status in administrative areas underthe competences of the Ministry of Defence and 2014Report on the Status in the Military of Montenegro.At the 40th meeting of 29 May, the Committeeconsidered and supported Report on theparticipation of members of the Military ofMontenegro in international forces, peacekeepingmissions and other activities abroad in 2014.
•    At the 54th meeting of 13 May, Committee on

International Relations and Emigrants, by amajority of votes, gave a positive opinion on theproposal to appoint Ivan Milić as Ambassador
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Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Montenegro tothe Republic of Austria, on a residential basis, seatedin Vienna. During the 54th meeting, held on the same day, theCommittee, by the majority of votes, gave a positiveopinion on the proposal to appoint AleksandarEraković as Ambassador Extraordinary andPlenipotentiary of Montenegro to the Republic ofPortugal and Kingdom of Spain, on a residential basis,seated in Podgorica. 

•    At the 99th meeting of 11 May, Committee on
Economy, Finance and Budget decided to propose tothe Parliament to adopt 2014 Performance Report ofFinancial Stability Council. 

•    At the 49th meeting of 13 May, Committee on human
Rights and Freedoms considered and supported2014 Status Report on Personal Data Protection andon Access to Information. The Committee held the 50th meeting on 19 May, onthe subject "Importance of investing in preschooleducation for all children in Montenegro", coorganisedwith the UNICEF Montenegro office.

•    At the 49th meeting of 12 May, gender Equality
Committee supported 2015 Work Plan of theCommittee. At the 51st meeting of the Committee, held on 12 May,Miroslava Mima Ivanović, representative of theAssociation of Youth with Disabilities of Montenegroacquainted Committee members with thecommentaries of the Association on the Proposal fora Law on Amendments to the Law on Gender Equality,which was placed under parliamentary procedure.

At the 50th meeting of 25 May, the Committee

considered the 2014 Report on the implementation ofthe Plan for Action on Gender Equality in Montenegro(PAPRR 2013-2017), with the Program of theimplementation of PAPRR for the period 2015-2016. 
•    At the first Joint meeting of Committee on European

Integration and Committee on Economy, Finance
and Budget, a consultative hearing was held on thetopic: “Efficient use of IPA funds and work of AuditAuthority responsible for audit of EU funds”. During themeeting, different opinions and views were presentedregarding principles of contracting and implementationof projects within the frameworks of IPA. 

•    At the 45th meeting of Committee on Tourism,
agriculture, Ecology and Spatial Planning, 28 May,the Committee considered the implementation of theConclusions by the Parliament of Montenegro adoptedat the meeting of 27 December 2014, relating to theenvironmental issues in Pljevlja. The Committeeassessed that the adoption of the Conclusions by theParliament of Montenegro resulted in more activerelation of the responsible bodies towards the problemsthat exist in Pljevlja Municipality for many years.  

•    At the 55th meeting of 19 May, Committee on
Education, Science, Culture and Sports decided tohold a joint theme meeting with the Gender EqualityCommittee which would be dedicated to women insports and school sports. In addition to the Committeemembers, the meeting was attended by Arijana NikolićVučinić, acting director general of Directorate forPreschool and Primary Education and Education ofPersons with Special Educational Needs, and MuberaKurpejović, director general of Directorate for HigherEducation. At the 56th meeting of 25 May, Committee memberssupported the initiative that students who enrolled inthe University of Montenegro prior to signing of theBologna Declaration should be provided with theopportunity to prolong their studies under the sameconditions until the end of 2015/2016 student year. 

•    The 90th meeting of Committee on health, Labour
and Social Welfare took place on 5 May in the Centerfor Children and Youth “Ljubović”, in order for theCommittee members to get acquainted with thesituation in the Centre. During the constructive
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discussion, the focus was on material conditions,relationship between residents and their parents andmethodological training.    During the 91st meeting, 15 May, Committee memberssupported the initiative by MP Andrija Popović to senda conclusion to the Parliament of Montenegrorequesting the payment of elderly benefits, inaccordance with the Law on Amendments to the Law onAgriculture and Rural Development, adopted inDecember 2014.At the 92nd meeting of 18 May, the Committee did notsupport the proposal by MP Janko Vučinić to extend theagenda of the meeting with the request to organise acontrol hearing, on the topic of implementation of aprovision of the Law on Pension and DisabilityInsurance, prescribing special requirements forretirement of employees whose companies had beenclosed through bancruptcy proceedings. 
•    At the 37th meeting of the anti-corruption Committeeheld on 13 May, a Decision was adopted unanimously tohave the Chair of the Anti-corruption CommitteePredrag Bulatović schedule the first constitutivemeeting of the Commission for conducting elections ofmembers of the Council of Anti-corruption Agency. Theconstitutive meeting of the Commission for conductingelections of members of the Council of Anti-corruptionAgency took place on 14 May, wherein the Commissionnoted that 10 applications were submitted in responseto the Public Call for election of members of the Councilof the Anti-corruption Agency, which the Commissionreviewed preliminarily. It was agreed that, at its nextmeeting, the Commission will determine its futuremanner of administration. 

•    At the second joint meeting of the anti-Corruption
Committee and the Committee on Political System,
Judiciary and administration, 15 May, a consultativehearing took place on the occasion of introducing a newcriminal offence “illicit enrichment of publicfunctionaries”, in accordance with Article 20 of theUnited Nations Convention against Corruption. Asidefrom members of both committees, the following alsoattended: Zoran Pažin, Minister of Justice; RaškoKonjević, Minister of Interior; Ivica Stanković, SupremeState Prosecutor, Đurđina Ivanović, Special Prosecutor;Mladen Vukčević, Chairperson of the Judicial Council;Slobodan Leković, Chairperson of the Commission for

Prevention of Conflict of Interests; Vanja Ćalović,Executive Director of the NGO MANS; Boris Marić,representative of the Centre for Civic Education; andZoran Vujičić, representative of the Civic Alliance. 
•    At the 53rd meeting of 14 May, administrative

Committee determined two proposals for a decision,i.e. decided to propose to the Parliament of Montenegroto appoint MP Dritan Abazović as member of theConstitutional Committee and Committee on HumanRights and Freedoms of the Parliament of Montenegro.In addition, the Committee has, on the proposal of VicePresident of the Parliament of Montenegro, decided toappoint Sead Šahman as an advisor to the Vice Presidentof the Parliament until the return of advisor to the VicePresident of Montenegro Seniha Kuč from the maternityleave, i.e. termination of office of the Vice President ofthe Parliament.  

•    At the follow up of the 53rd meeting, 20 May, theCommittee reached a Decision on Amendments to theDecision on determining the amount, manner andprocedure of intended spending of funds allocated toMPs groups for engagement of secretaries andprofessional consultants in the groups. In addition, withregard to the Draft decision on the manner ofengagement of scientific and professional consultantsand establishing pays and allowances for their work,submitted by the Secretary General of the Parliament ofMontenegro Siniša Stanković, the Committee decided toform a working group composed of Marta Šćepanović,from the parliamentary majority and Milutin Đukanović,from the opposition, and in cooperation with theSecretary General. The Working Group will establish anew Decision on the manner of engagement of scientificand professional consultants and establishing pays andallowances for their work, and it will be considered bythe Committee at the next meeting. The Committeenoted that term of office for the three members of theCouncil of the Agency for Electronic Media expires on 9December 2015, and decided to establish the text of thepublic notice for the appointment of three member ofthe Council of the Agency for Electronic Media at thenext meeting. Following the discussion on the Initiativeby the Coalition of NGOs "Through Cooperation toGoals", and with regard to dismissal of Darko M.Ivanović from the duty of a member of the Agency forElectronic Media, the Committee unanimouslyconfirmed its earlier position and decided to inform theCouncil of the Agency for Electronic Media about that. 
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NEWS FROM PARLIAMENT

NATO Parliamentary Assembly Spring Session held in BudapestMPs Obrad Stanišić and Branka Bošnjakparticipated in the NATO ParliamentaryAssembly Spring Session, which took place from 15 to18 May in Budapest. The First day of the Spring Session started with ameeting of secretaries of delegations, during which, inorder to have a successful organisation of the gathering,the participants were provided with the detailedorganisational and technical information, instructionsfor successful implementation of the NATO PA SpringSession, and planned activities of the committees in theupcoming period were presented.First day of the Session, work ended with meeting ofthe Permanent Committee.

Second day, Defence and Security Committee,Economics and Security Committee and Science andTechnology Committee held meetings.During the meeting of the Defence and SecurityCommittee, the participants discussed on “NATO’sEvolving Strategy toward the South” within the paneldebate, which was followed by a debate on “NATO’s NewStrategic Challenge” in the light of current developments.The work of the Committee, inter alia, was marked by aconsideration of the draft report of the Sub-Committeeon Transatlantic Cooperation on the topic“Strengthening the Transatlantic Link”, and then thedebate on the Special Report “Afghanistan – Post-ISAF”.   The meeting of the Economics and SecurityCommittee was marked by presentations on “Hungary’sFuture Place in the European and World Economy” and“”Current Defense Spending Trends in the Alliance andthe Work of NATO’s Economics and Security AssessmentUnit”. Work of the Science and Technology Committee wasmarked by presentations on “The Climate ChangeAgreement in 2015: Its Necessity, Difficulties andProspects” and “Prospects for the Negotiations on theIranian Nuclear Programme”, and part of the discussionwas devoted to draft report: “Russian Military

Modernization”. This was followed by a discussion onenergy security and with regard to that, delegates hadan opportunity to discuss challenges and opportunitiesin the High North.Third day, Political Committee and Committee on theCivil Dimension of Security held meetings.The meetingof the Political Committee began with presentations ontopics of: “Hungary’s Role in the triangle EU-UnitedStates-Russia“ and “The Ukraine Crisis – A Test forTransatlantic Solidarity”, followed by a consideration ofthe general report on the topic of: “Russia and Euro-Atlantic Security” and the draft report of the Sub-Committee on NATO Partnerships “NATO’s Partnersacross the Globe”. Afterwards, the participants of the meeting werepresented with the work on the topic of: “Libya: fromLiberation to Lustration”, which was followed by adiscussion on the draft report of the Sub-Committee onTransatlantic Relations “Instability in the Levant –Challenges to NATO’s Security”.Committee on the Civil Dimension of Security beganits work with presentations on topics of: “Political andSecurity Challenges in the Western Balkans”, followed bya consideration of the draft special report “Transition inAfghanistan: Implications for Central Asia”.  Within thepanel debate on the topic of “Counter-terrorismChallenges at Home and Abroad”, the draft generalreport “Challenges in Addressing Home-GrownTerrorism” was considered, and participants of themeeting had an opportunity to discuss on the topic of“Why European Young People Engage in Jihadism: Anoverview of the Radicalisation Watch Project”. This wasfollowed by a consideration of the draft report of theSub-Committee on Democratic Governance “The Battlefor the Hearts and Minds: Countering PropagandaAttacks Against the Euro-Atlantic Community”, anddiscussion of the participants during the meeting of theCommittee on the Civil Dimension of Security wasencouraged by a presentation on the topic of “CurrentSituation in Crimea”.Upon the invitation by the President of theParliamentary Assembly, President of the Parliament ofMontenegro Ranko Krivokapić delivered a speechdedicated to the NATO enlargement policy, at the PlenarySession of NATO PA, held in Budapest. Second day of the visit, Krivokapić met Speaker of theNational Assembly of Hungary László Kövér, DeputyPrime Minister Zsolt Semjén and Minister of DefenceCsaba Hende.  
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Chair of the Committee on Economy, Finance andBudget of the Parliament of MontenegroAleksandar Damjanović and Filip Vuković, member ofthe Committee participated in the meeting of theCommittee on Industry, Research and Energy of theEuropean Parliament, which was held in Brussels. 

At the agenda of the meeting, among other things,

the following topics were covered: Energy Policy of theEuropean Union, relations between the EU and theWestern Balkans countries in the field of energy, aswell as the role of the European Energy Community inachieving energy security in Europe.  With participation of the representatives of theEuropean Commission, European parliamentarians,and the members of the parliaments of the EuropeanEnergy Community member states, the idea toestablish the Parliamentary Assembly of the EuropeanEnergy Community was officially initiated, as the keymechanism of coordination and harmonisation ofenergy policies of the EU and the members of theenergy community, including Montenegro. In that respect, Chair of the Committee AleksandarDamjanović delivered a speech at the meeting of theEuropean Parliament.

MPs participated in the Meeting of Committee on Industry, Research and Energy of
European Parliament 

Expediency. Sufficiency of means for achieving a certain goal, whereas in law, it is sufficiency of an act(legal or material) for achieving a goal. Expediency differs from legality: an act can be expedient, but illegal, aswell as legal, but inexpedient. This distinction is very important in terms of the relationship between authoritiesand oversight of acts.“1

PARLIAMENTARY GLOSSARY

1 Pravna Enciklopedija, Beograd, Savremena Administracija 1979, p.144
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Regional Conference “Political Activism of Women in Montenegro – Regional Experiences”
heldChair of the Gender Equality Committee NadaDrobnjak participated in the RegionalConference “Political Activism of Women in Montenegro– Regional Experiences”, where the study “PoliticalActivism of Women in Montenegro” was presented. Thestudy contains conclusions and public opinion polls onpolitical participation of women, a comparativeoverview of various institutional models, and concreterecommendations for improvement of situation withregard to low participation of women in political life ofMontenegro. Chair of the Committee spoke within thepanel: “Women in Politics: parties and politicalparticipation”.The Conference discussions covered the reasons dueto which women cannot deal with the most significantpolitical issues and their participation in the keydecision-making processes. Based on their countries’experiences, the panellists from the countries in the

region (Serbia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, and Croatia)contributed to the quality of discussion and conclusionson the following topics: “Women in Politics: parties andpolitical participation” and “Women and their politicalinfluence in the Western Balkans”.

The Conference was organised by the Center forMonitoring and Research in cooperation with theFriedrich Ebert Shtiftung.
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IN FOCUS
President of Parliament Ranko Krivokapić participated in Conference of speakers of

SEECP region parliamentsPresident of the Parliament of MontenegroRanko Krivokapić participated in the SEECPPlenary session, held on 22 and 23 May, which broughttogether 12 countries of the Balkans and East Europe.  A special debate was devoted to the topic of: “Therole of parliaments in the integration processes and theexchange of experiences and contributions in thisframework”.

On the occasion, President Krivokapić addressedthe participants of the SEECP PA and said that suchorganisations were an opportunity for betterunderstanding of challenges shared by the memberstates and a place where joint responses were created.“The issue of the Balkans is the issue of theEuropean Union. We are close to each other and closelyconnected, hence we have to work more and betterbecause our future is in united Europe, intogetherness”, Krivokapić stressed. PresidentKrivokapić emphasised the importance of establishingthe SEEPC Secretariat, that he was the initiator of, as abasis which would provide an additional help to thecountries of the South-East Europe to achieve commongoals in easier way – through dialogue parliamentarydiplomacy. At the margins of the SEECP Plenary session,President Krivokapić met Speaker of the GrandNational Assembly of the Republic of Turkey CemilÇiçek. The interlocutors spoke on further developmentof the SEECP dimensions and importance ofparliamentary diplomacy, placing a special focus ongood bilateral relations of the two states. Speaker Çiçek used the opportunity to express aparticular gratitude to President Krivokapić for theoverall contribution that he personally gave during hismandate of the OSCE Parliamentary AssemblyPresident.During the Plenary session, President Krivokapićmet Speaker of the Slovenian Parliament Milan Brglez.

At the meeting, the interlocutors stressed traditionallygood and productive bilateral relations of Montenegroand Republic of Slovenia. President Krivokapić voicedgratitude to his Slovenian counterpart over theSlovenian support to Euro-Atlantic integration ofMontenegro. Krivokapić emphasised that countries which shareda common history may best understand each other andtherefore a support of Slovenia to Montenegro has avalue more. NATO should be our common house andthe best answer for old illnesses which have not beencured yet.President Krivokapić spoke with speakers ofparliaments of the Republic of Albania and Republic ofKosovo Ilir Meta and Kadri Veseli. During the talks, theyemphasised good cooperation and friendly politicalrelations of Montenegro and its neighbouringcountries.Speaker of the Albanian Parliament Ilir Metaemphasised that Montenegro may count on firmfriendly support on its path to NATO, and voicedpleasure over the bilateral cooperation of the twostates. Speaker Meta voiced gratitude over thecontribution made by President Ranko Krivokapić inconnecting and strengthening ties among the SEECPcountries, and particularly over his engagement as theOSCE PA President.In the conversation with Krivokapić, President ofthe Kosovo Assembly Kadri Veseli underlined thatMontenegro and Kosovo had no opened issues, andthat their relations were intertwined with mutualunderstanding and willingness for furtherdevelopment of cooperation. 

In numerous talks that Krivokapić had during thisgathering, efforts and results of our country at Euro-Atlantic path were welcomed and further steps forobtaining an invitation for the NATO membership wereencouraged.
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LaW ON LEgaL REPRESENTaTIVES(LaWyERS)

14/27 December 1909.

WE
NIKOLa I

By the grace of god
PRINCE aND SOVEREIgN OF MONTENEgRO

Declare and announce to each and every person
that the National assembly has decided to order

and we are ordering this 

LaW

ON

LEgaL REPRESENTaTIVES

PaRT I

article 1Only legal representatives shall be authorized torepresent a party in court.Trade proceedings in which one party is a foreigneror a foreign business entity, i.e. its representative,shouldn’t be initiated nor conducted without a legalrepresentative.

article 2Only a legal representative shall be authorized to actas an advocate (Article 152 of  the Constitution).In case the accused does not hire a legalrepresentative, the court shall assign an advocatefrom among court clerks, who shall at least be of therank of secretary of superior court.
article 3Ministry of Justice shall conduct oversight of legalrepresentatives.

***Cetinje, 14 December 1909.
Nikola, handwritten signature

From the Law  on Legal Representatives(Lawyers)
Pavićević, B, Raspopović, R, ur. Crnogorski

zakonici 1796-1916, knj. IV, Podgorica
(Montenegrin Codes 1796-1916, Book IV),

Istorijski institut Crne gore, 1998, pp. 862-871                                                                                                                           

Parliament of Montenegro
The newsletter is edited by the Education Centre of the Parliamentary Institute. 

FROM THE HISTORY OF 
MONTENEGRIN PARLIAMENTARISM 

Royal Coat of Arms of King Nikola consists of a double-headed silvereagle, with its wings lifted high, holding a golden sceptre in its righttalon, and a blue cruziger covered in gold in its left.   Initials of King Nikola written in golden letters can be found on the chestof the eagle, in the red field of the baroque shield. Underneath the eagle thereis a golden lion walking to the right. A red cloak with gold fringe around itsedges emerges from the crown. 

FROM PARLIAMENT’S GALLERY
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4 May•   President of the Parliament Ranko Krivokapić spokewith senators of the Senate of the Republic of Italy Aldodi Biagio and Stefano Collina. The interlocutorsexpressed satisfaction with the good parliamentarycooperation between Montenegro and Italy, which was,as agreed, contributed by the Friendship Groupbetween the Parliament of Montenegro and theParliament of Italy, as well as the announcement of theformation of parliamentary friendship group withMontenegro in the Senate of Italy. Krivokapić and hisinterlocutors also noted the good cooperation betweenthe two countries in the field of agriculture and ecology,but also in the field of police cooperation betweenMontenegro and Italy. In addition, President Krivokapićand senators discussed the Euro-Atlantic integration aswell and the importance of this process to Montenegro.

•   Chairwoman and member of the Gender EqualityCommittee Nada Drobnjak and Jelisava Kalezićparticipated in the Conference "Women, Peace andSecurity", held in Podgorica. In the panel discussion, thefocus was on the themes of Gender Equality Policies inthe EU and NATO integration process - internationaland domestic legal instruments for the achievement ofgender equality in Montenegro; national Plan forAchieving Gender Equality in Montenegro (APAGE)with the Implementation Programme for the period2015 and 2016, with particular emphasis on theimplementation of the Security Council Resolution1325 through a set of measures under the Program andImplementation of the Action Plan for Gender Equalityof the Military of Montenegro. •   Chair of the Committee on International Relations andEmigrants Miodrag Vuković and Committee membersŽana Filipović and Koča Pavlović met withrepresentatives of the Senate of the Republic of ItalyAldo Di Biagio and Stefano Collina. During the meeting,both parties presented their vision in regards to thecurrent political and social situation in Montenegro andItaly, common perspectives and barriers these two

historically close countries have been facing. Mutualneed to strengthen bilateral parliamentary cooperationthrough friendship groups and working bodies of bothparliaments was particularly emphasised.•   MPs of MP Group of Independent MPs Mladen Bojanić,Dritan Abazović, Miodrag Lekić, Velizar Kaluđerović,Neven Gošović and Novica Stanić met with senators ofthe Senate of the Republic of Italy Aldo Di Biagio andStefano Collina. The interlocutors noted the importanceof European Integration of Montenegro and importanceof reforms that this process brought to the country. 
7 May•   Chair of the Committee on Economy, Finance andBudget Aleksandar Damjanović and member of theCommittee Filip Vuković participated in the sitting ofthe Committee on Industry, Research and Energy of theEuropean Parliament, which took place in Brussels. Thesitting, inter alia, covered topics such as Energy Policyof the European Union, relations between the EU andWestern Balkan countries in the field of energy, as wellas the role of European Energy Community in achievingenergy security in Europe.  •   MP Andrija Popović paid a visit to DemocracyWorskshops “Barbara Pramer” of the Parliament ofMontenegro, where he spoke with sixth and ninth gradestudents of “Mahmut Adrović” Elementary school fromPetnjica. In their talks with the MP, the students learnedabout the definition of democracy and its values inbuilding a democratic society, as well ways in whichchildren may contribute to the democracy. 

8 May•   On the eve of 9 May, the Europe Day, President of theParliament of Montenegro Ranko Krivokapić metwith ambassadors of EU member states and USA onresidential basis. Following his meeting with theambassadors, President Krivokapić emphasised that
Parliament of Montenegro
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Montenegro was small but important factor in thevictory over fascism, and therefore part of themessage which was the essence of the existence ofthe European Union. The Parliament has fulfilled itsobligations quickly and efficiently, Krivokapić said,and added that commitment of institutions of thestate in creation of results was now crucial, primarilyin the area of the rule of law. Head of the EUDelegation Mitja Drobnič thanked for the attentionthe President paid to the representatives of the EUcountries on the eve of the Europe Day, and said thathe spoke with Krivokapić about upcomingobligations that awaited Montenegro on its pathtowards the EU.

•   Chair of the Committee on European IntegrationSlaven Radunović participated in the conference,held on the topic: “Employment of persons withdisabilities”, organized by Association of Youth withDisabilities of Montenegro (UMHCG), within theproject: “Changing Capacities to Capacitate Changes”,supported by the Delegation of the European Unionto Montenegro. Participants of the Conference agreedthat European values became more visible inpractices involving rights of sensitive socialcategories, and that these practices should bepromoted through improving implementation ofrelevant laws and other available mechanisms.  

•   Members of the Committee on European IntegrationMarija Maja Ćatović and Azra Jasavić met with theyouth belonging to the Association of LocalDemocracy Agencies (ALDA). In addition, MPs

Branka Tanasijević, Srđan Perić, Mladen Bojanić,Dritan Abazović and Andrija Popović  alsoparticipated in the meeting. Topics covered duringthe meeting were European Integration, with thefocus on values which Balkan countries seek toprovide, with unique aspirations towards EUmembership, with the accent on the role andactivism of the youth. 

9 May•   Member of the Committee on European IntegrationNada Drobnjak participated in the Conferenceentitled “Capitalisation and relaunch”, organisedwithin the frameworks of General Assembly of theAssociation of Local Democracy Agencies (ALDA).MP Drobnjak presented the competences and thework of the Committee, with the emphasis on theoveright role and activities aimed at bringing theprocess of European integration closer to citizens.
11 May•   Members of the Committee on Education, Science,Culture and Sports and Committee on InternationalRelations and Emigrants met with members of theCommittee for Education, Culture, Youth, Sports,Public Administration, Local Government and Mediaof the Assembly of the Republic of Kosovo. MPs haveexchanged experiences related to their work andexpressed readiness to provide support tointergovernmental and regional initiatives, with ajoint aim to promote cooperation in the field ofscience, technology, education, culture and sports. Inaddition, mutual interest and need in promotingcooperation in the area of research and inovation wasemphasised, as well as promoting activities throughCross-border cooperation Programmes. Importanceof cooperation in the field of education and culturewas also noted. •   MP Genci Nimanbegu met with students from United
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States Arcadia University, who paid a visit toMontenegro. During the meeting, students haveshown great interest in issues relating to nationalcouncils and their functions, specifically the AlbanianNational Council. In addition, they were interested intheir participation, represenation and role in decision-making.

•   Members of the Committee on European IntegrationMarija Maja Ćatović, Koča Pavlović and GenciNimanbegu participated in a business dinner withMinister of Foreign Affairs of Latvia Edgars Rinkēvičs.Participants of the meeting agreed that Montenegroshould undertake further efforts in the key areas suchas the rule of law and fight against corruption andorganised crime, and that passing laws was important,but their implementation was crucial.  
12 May•   President of the Parliament of Montenegro RankoKrivokapić received Minister of Foreign Affairs of theRepublic of Latvia Edgars Rinkevičs. The interlocutorsagreed that Parliaments as institutions incontemporary democracies had an important role inthe democratic process in society. Krivokapićemphasized that the Parliament of Montenegro hasimproved its work mechanisms through parliamentaryhearings and involving the NGO sector in the work ofcommittees. They concluded by stating that the processof harmonisation of Montenegrin legislation with EUacquis was demanding, and noted that achieving therule of law, combating organized crime and corruptionwere key to further reform path of Montenegro. •   Vice President of the Parliament of Montenegroparticipated in a panel discussion regarding NATOintegration of Montenegro, which took place in Rožaje.In addition to Vice President Mustafić, the panel wasalso attended by the ambassador of the Republic ofTurkey Mehmet Niyazi Tanılır and the ambassador ofthe Republic of Hungary Krisztian Posa. During the

panel it was noted that safety and security werepriceless. •   Member of the Committee on Health, Labour and SocialWelfare Novica Stanić participated in a theme meetingof the Igman Initiative entitled “Free Movement ofLabour Force between the Countries Signatories of theDayton Agreement Using the Experiences of the NordicModel of Cooperation”, which took place in the CroatianParliament. 
13 May•   Chair of the Security and Defence CommitteeMevludin Nuhodžić participated in a roundtable onthe topic:“Argument upon Argument”. This is a seriesof roundtables, which bring together an importantnumber of participants from the public life in orderto speak on the current topics related to the NATOmembership, and “Argument upon Argument” is thethird in the row. 
14 May•   Vice President of the Parliament of Montenegro SuljoMustafić and MP Jasmin Sutović attended  an eventorganised on the occassion of marking the Day ofIndependence of Montenegro in Kosovo, entitled “Dayof Montenegrins of Kosovo“, which took place inPrishtina. This event was held for the first time, andit has gathered a great number of representatives ofinstitutions of Kosovo, emigrants from Montenegro,international community representatives, peoplefrom business and cultural life of Kosovo as well asfriends of  Montenegro.

15 May•   Chair of the Gender Equality Committee NadaDrobnjak participated in the Conference “Power ofWomen”, within the panel discussion “Status ofwomen’s entrepreneurship in Montenegro from the
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viewpoint of regional women parliamentarians”.Participants of the conference discussed oninstitutions which encourage development ofwomen entrepreneurship in Montenegro and theregion, as well as its strengthening and networking,as well as alternatives and connection of market,good practice and examples of entrepreneurship andstrengthening of capacities of business organisationsdealing with women’s entrepreneurship andchallenges carries by it.   •   MPs Obrad Stanišić and Branka Bošnjak participatedin the NATO Parliamentary Assembly Spring Session,which took place from 15 to 18 May in Budapest.During the session, meetings of five committees ofthe NATO PA were held, wherein currentinternational security issues were discussed:Political Committee; Defence and SecurityCommittee; Science and Technology Committee;Committee on the Civil Dimension of Security, andEconomics and Security Committee.  •   Chair of the Gender Equality Committee NadaDrobnjak participated in the Regional Conference“Political activism of women in Montenegro-regionalexperiences”, at which the study “Political activismof women in Montenegro” was presented. During theConference, reasons for which women cannot dealwith the most significant political issues wereconsidered, as well as their participation in keydecisionmaking processes.•   Members of the Committee on Tourism, Agriculture,Ecology and Spatial Planning Predrag Sekulić andJelisava Kalezić participated in the second bilateralmeeting of parliamentary committees of Montenegroand Albania competent for the environment.  

During the meeting, the following was considered:possibility for establishing the cross-borderprotected area in the Prokletije (Cursed Mountains),equalizing the level of protection of Skadar Lake and

joint promotion of tourism in the border area. 
18 May•   Chair of the Committee on European IntegrationSlaven Radunović participated in the Conferenceentitled “Importance of Human Resources in theprocess of joining the EU”. The event was organisedby the Association of Montenegrin Managers and theOffice of the Chief Negotiator for Negotiations onAccession of Montenegro to the European Union.During the Conference, Radunović referred to theimportance of strengthening capacities of stateadministration in the process of joining the EU andreadiness of business entities to cope withcompetitive pressures within the EU. •   Vice President of the Parliament of Montenegroparticipated in the Third World Forum onIntercultural Dialogue, which took place on 18 and19 May in Baku. Vice President Mustafić was one ofkeyspeakers at the plenary, dedicated to the topic:“Dialogue as a mechanism for building global trust”.
19 May•   Press conference was held on the occasion of endingthe media campaign “Men's league against violenceaginst women”, whose results were presented byChair of the Gender Equality Committee NadaDrobnjak, U.S. Ambassador to Montenegro MargaretAnn Uyehara, Executive Director of NGO NOVAFeminist Culture Centre Nataša Nelević and one ofthe promoters of the campaign, film director DaniloMarunović.•   Chair of Committee on European Integration SlavenRadunović and Deputy Chair Marija Maja Ćatovićmet with Deputy Speaker of the Polish ParliamentJerzy Wenderlich. During the meeting, experienceswere exchanged with regard to negotiations with theEU, during which the interlocutors agreed that in theprocess of coming closer to the EU, it was importantto continuously promote standards, which wouldimprove quality life for citizens, and thus bring highersupport to the Union.•   Chair of Security and Defence Committee MevludinNuhodžić, Deputy Chair of Committee Snežana Jonicaand members Luiđ Škrelja, Velizar Kaluđerović andDarko Pajović met with Deputy Speaker of the Polish
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Parliament Jerzy Wenderlich. During the meeting, thediscussion was on NATO integration and security inthe region.
20 May•   President of the Parliament of Montenegro RankoKrivokapić received Vice Marshal of the Polish SejmJerzy Wenderlich. The interlocutors spoke onrelations of Montenegro and Poland with a focus oncooperation of the two parliaments and agreed thatparliaments had an important role for democraticprocesses in society, particularly in youngdemocracies. Krivokapić stressed the Parliament ofMontenegro has strengthened its constitutionalmechanisms and that it showed its full capacitiesthrough Euro-Atlantic integration process. ViceMarshal Jerzy Wenderlich said that Montenegro maycount on the support of Poland, particularly when itcomes to sharing of experiences in the integrationprocess. 

•   Member of the Parliament Aleksandar Damjanovićmet representatives of the Russian FederationEmbassy to Montenegro: Vladimir Gurko, DeputyAmbassador, and Aleksandar Kulešov, Advisor forEconomic Affairs at the Embassy. The conversationwas focused on the topic of open issues in the fieldof economic cooperation of Montenegro and RussianFederation, with an accent on the cooperation in thefield of energy.  •   The Parliament of Montenegro, in cooperation withthe Student Parliament of the University ofMontenegro (SPUCG) and the Communication Teamof the Council for NATO Membership have organisedthe “Parliament of Students on Euro-AtlanticIntegration”, hosted by the President of theParliament of Montenegro. During the session of the“Parliament of Students on Euro-AtlanticIntegration”, 60 students divided into four MP groups

posed questions to representatives of the stateinstitutions – ministers in the Government ofMontenegro, members of the Parliament andambassadors of NATO member states.

•   Secretary General of the Parliament of MontenegroSiniša Stanković met Secretary General of theNational Assembly of Serbia Jana Ljubičić. At themeeting, views and experiences relating to the workof parliamentary services were exchanged, primarilywith the aim of providing better expert help to MPs.The interlocutors stressed that strengthening ofadministrative capacities, particularly in the EUintegration process, was one of the priorities withinthe competences of secretary generals, thus bothparliaments paid a special attention to continuousdevelopment of human resources.•   Vice President of the Parliament of MontenegroBranko Radulović received Vice Marshal of the PolishSejm Jerzy Wenderlich, in official visit. On theoccasion, the interlocutors discussed political, socio-economical and security situation in the EuropeanUnion, Poland and Montenegro, as well as EUenlargement policy and Montenegro’s integrationcapacities. 
21 May•   President of the Parliament of Montenegro RankoKrivokapić traditionally laid down the wreath at theMausoleum of Petar II Petrović Njegoš on Lovćen, inthe honour of the Independence Day of Montenegro– 21 May. After laying down the wreath, PresidentKrivokapić said that he hoped that many citizenswho had been scattered around the world wouldreturn to Montenegro. President Krivokapić addedthat all victories of Montenegro could be seen fromthe Mausoleum. As he said, three victories may beeasily connected, and those are the one of 13 July bywhich statehood was returned, the one of 21 May
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which has brought us back on the international sceneand the one in the wake of the NATO accession.President Krivokapić also hosted a roundtable“Gathering at the Thrashing Floor” on the topic of“Membership to NATO – stamp on Montenegrinindependence”. Margaret Ann Uyehara, Ambassadorof the USA, and H.E. Krisztian Posa, Ambassador ofHungary (NATO contact point embassy forMontenegro), participated in the Gathering.
22 May•   President of the Parliament of Montenegro RankoKrivokapić participated in the SEECP Plenarysession, held on 22 and 23 May in Tirana, whichbrought together 12 countries of the Balkans andEast Europe. A special debate was devoted to thetopic of: “The role of parliaments in the integrationprocesses and the exchange of experiences andcontributions in this framework”.
26 May•   President of the Parliament of Montenegro RankoKrivokapić received President of the Republic of ItalySergio Mattarella. The interlocutors stressedtraditionally good and friendly relations of the twostates. They assessed that Montenegro and theRepublic of Italy have been strongly connectedthrough history, which would be additionallystrengthened by Euro-Atlantic future. PresidentKrivokapić emphasised that he considered the visitas the expression of friendship and support toMontenegro’s path to the NATO and European Union.He noted that Parliament as a centre of democraticlife must be strong and it is the institution bearing animportant role in integration process of the state, andthat it was important that our institutions achieve acontinuous cooperation and dialogue and that theyadvocate peace messages in this region. PresidentSergio Mattarella noted that his visit was the rightmoment for supporting Montenegro’s membershipto the NATO and assessed that Europe could not bewhole without integrated Balkans and thatMontenegro’s entrance to the NATO was animportant message of stability of the region and thewhole Mediterranean. 
29 May•   Vice President of the Parliament of Montenegro

Branko Radulović paid an official visit to theSwedish Parliament - Riksdag. During the visit, VicePresident Radulović met with first Deputy Speakerof the Riksdag Tobias Billström as well as withchairpersons and members of the Committee on theConstitution, Committee on European Union Affairs,Committee on Finance, Committee on Defence andCommittee on Industry and Trade. 

•   Chair of the Committee on Economy, Finance andBudget of the Parliament of MontenegroAleksandar Damjanović met with SIGMArepresentatives Balázs Romhányi, ChristianCharpybe and Bianca Brétéché and member of theState Audit Institution Dragiša Pešić. During theconversation, they spoke about different aspects ofbudgetary politics, implementation of the Law onBudget and Fiscal Responsibility in the partrelating to fiscal policy and assessment ofapplication of criteria of fiscal responsibility as wellas on experience of implementation of fiscal rulesin certain European countries.

•   Chair of the Gender Equality Committee NadaDrobnjak participated in the Conference “Womenand Heritage – Towards the founding of Women’sMuseum of Montenegro”, which was held in Cetinje.Chair of the Gender Equality Committee spoke onthe topic “Gender equality politics and inclusion ofgender approach in managing cultural heritage inMontenegro”. 
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