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Dear readers,We present to you the key information onactivities of the Parliament of Montenegro in theperiod from 1 to 31 March, which is, in the form ofmonthly newsletter “Open Parliament”, prepared byParliamentary Service. In March, the First Sitting of the First OrdinarySession took place, during which MPs adopted sixlaws. In addition, the Second Special Sitting of theFirst Ordinary Session took place, where MPs posedthree questions to the Prime Minister. During March, committees considered 30proposals for a law, and held other activities withintheir oversight role. In focus of this month’s newsletter is the meetingof the President of the Parliament of MontenegroRanko Krivokapić with His Royal Highness (HRH)Charles, Prince of Wales.The newsletter is published monthly throughwhich the Parliament endeavours to bring its workcloser to Montenegrin citizens. We consider thispublication to be very significant as a reliable sourceof information regarding the work of the Parliamentand we hope that you will find it useful.We remain open to your comments andsuggestions, as well as criticism, which can help usbring more quality to our work.
Respectfully,

Parliamentary Service

at the First Sitting of the First Ordinary - Spring
Session of the Parliament of Montenegro in 2016, thefollowing laws were adopted: Law on Ratification of theAmendment to the Convention on the Physical Protectionof Nuclear Material, Law on Ratification of the Agreementon the Western Balkan Research and Innovation Centre –WISE, Law on Ratification of the Convention on theConciliation and Arbitration within the CSCE, Law onRatification of the Agreement on Establishing the WesternBalkans Fund, Law on Ratification of the Protocol onExplosive Remnants of War, annexed to the Convention onProhibitions or Restrictions on the Use of CertainConventional Weapons Which May be Deemed to beExcessively Injurious or to Have Indiscriminate Effects,Law on Ratification of the Protocol on Amendments to theMarrakesh Agreement Establishing the World TradeOrganization.

Prime Minister’s Questions

at the Second Special Sitting of the First Ordinary
Session of the Parliament of Montenegro in 2016,within the agenda item Prime Minister’s Questions, MPsquestions were answered by the Prime Minister ofMontenegro Milo Đukanović. MPs posed three questionsto the Prime Minister.
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Proposals for a law deliberated in committees

•  Proposal for a Law on Innovation activity wasconsidered and proposed to the Parliament for adoption bythe Legislative Committee and Committee on Education,Science, Culture and Sports. 
•  Proposal for a Law on Cross Border Trade in Electricity

and Natural gas was considered and proposed to theParliament for adoption by the Legislative Committee. 
•  Proposal for a Law on amendments to the Law on

Postal Services was considered and proposed to theParliament for adoption.
•  Proposal for a Law on amendments to the Law on

Montenegrin Citizenship was considered and proposedto the Parliament for adoption by the LegislativeCommittee. 
•  Law on Ratification of the Protocol on Explosive

Remnants of War, annexed to the Convention on
Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Certain
Conventional Weapons Which May be Deemed to be
Excessively Injurious or to have Indiscriminate Effectswas considered and proposed to the Parliament foradoption by the Committee on International Relations andEmigrants. 

•  Proposal for a Law on Ratification of the agreement on
the Western Balkan Research and Innovation Centre
(WISE) was considered and proposed to the Parliament foradoption by the Committee on Education, Science, Cultureand Sports and Committee on International Relations andEmigrants, within their competences. 

•  Proposal for a Law on Ratification of the agreement on
Establishing the Western Balkans Fund was consideredand proposed to the Parliament for adoption by theLegislative Committee and Committee on InternationalRelations and Emigrants.

•  Proposal for a Law on Ratification of the amendment
to the Convention on the Physical Protection of Nuclear
Material was considered and proposed to the Parliamentfor adoption by the Committee on International Relationsand Emigrants. 

•  Proposal for a Law on Ratification of the Convention on
the Conciliation and arbitration within the CSCE wasconsidered and proposed to the Parliament for adoption bythe Legislative Committee and Committee on InternationalRelations and Emigrants. 

•  Proposal for a Law on amendments to the Law on
Copyright and Related Rights was considered andproposed to the Parliament for adoption by the Committeeon Education, Science, Culture and Sports. 

•  Proposal for a Law on amendments to the Trademark
Law was considered and proposed to the Parliament foradoption by the Legislative Committee.

•  Proposal for a Law on amendments to the Law on
Protection of Topographies of Semiconductor wasconsidered and proposed to the Parliament for adoption bythe Legislative Committee. 

•  Proposal for a Law on amendments to the Law on Legal
Protection of Industrial Design was considered and

proposed to the Parliament for adoption by theLegislative Committee. 
•  Proposal for a Law on amendments to the Rafting

Law was considered and proposed to the Parliament foradoption by the Legislative Committee. 
•  Proposal for a Law on Biocidal Products wasconsidered and proposed to the Parliament for adoptionby the Legislative Committee.  
•  Proposal for a Wine Law was considered and proposedto the Parliament for adoption by the LegislativeCommittee. 
•  Proposal for a Law on amendments to the Law on

Inspection Control was considered and proposed to theParliament for adoption by the Legislative Committee.
•  Proposal for a Law on amendments to the Law on

Funding of Political Parties and Election Campaignswas considered by the Committee on Economy, Financeand Budget, however, the proposal did not obtain thenecessary majority. 
•  Proposal for a Law on Removal and Transplantation

of human Organs for Therapeutic Purposes wasconsidered and proposed to the Parliament for adoptionby the Legislative Committee and Committee on HumanRights and Freedoms. 
•  Proposal for a Law on housing and Maintenance of

Residential Buildings was considered and proposed tothe Parliament for adoption by the Committee onTourism, Agriculture, Ecology and Spatial Planning. 
•  Proposal for a Law on amendments to the Law on

Water was considered and proposed to the Parliamentfor adoption by the Committee on Tourism, Agriculture,Ecology and Spatial Planning. 
•  Proposal for a Nature Protection Law was consideredand proposed to the Parlaiment for adoption by theCommittee on Tourism, Agriculture, Ecology and SpatialPlanning. 
•  Proposal for a Law on amendments to the Law on

Takeover of Joint Stock Companies was consideredand proposed to the Parliament for adoption by theLegislative Committee. 
•  Proposal for a Law on amendments to the Law on

Insurance was considered and proposed to theParliament for adoption by the Committee on Economy,Finance and Budget and Legislative Committee. 
•  Proposal for a Law on amendments to the Law on

administrative Fees was considered and proposed tothe Parliament for adoption by the LegislativeCommittee. 
•  Proposal for a Law on amendments to the Law on

Corporate Profit Tax was considered and proposed tothe Parliament for adoption by the Committee onEconomy, Finance and Budget and LegislativeCommittee. 
•  Proposal for a Law on amendments to the Law on

National Vocational Qualifications was considered andproposed to the Parliament for adoption by theCommittee on Education, Science, Culture and Sports andLegislative Committee. 
Parliament of Montenegro
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•  Proposal for a Law on youth was considered andproposed to the Parliament for adoption by theCommittee on Education, Science, Culture and Sportsand Legislative Committee. The same proposal wasconsidered by the Gender Equality Committee in partof its competences, which proposed to the Committeeon Education, Science, Culture and Sports, as the leadcommittee, to propose it to the Parliament for adoption.  
Proposals for other acts deliberated in committees

•  Proposal for a Decision on adopting the Special
Purpose Spatial Plan for the Durmitor Region wasconsidered and proposed to the Parliament foradoption by the Legislative Committee. 

•  Proposal for a Decision on establishing the
Committee on monitoring and controlling the
implementation of the Bar - Boljare highway
construction project was considered by the LegislativeCommittee, however, the proposal did not obtain thenecessary  majority.  

•  Proposal for a Decision on the election of two
members of the Prosecutorial Council from among
respectable lawyers was determined by theCommittee on Political System, Judiciary andAdministration. 

Other activities of working bodies

•  At the 115th  meeting of the Committee on Political
System, Judiciary and administration of 2 March,there was a consultative hearing of candidates whoapplied to the Public Call for election of two membersof the Prosecutorial Council among respectable lawyers.Members of the Committee agreed that the voting ontwo candidates who will be proposed to the Parliamentwould be postponed for an upcoming meeting.At the 116th meeting of the Committee, held on 8 March,Proposal for a Decision for election of two members ofthe Prosecutorial Council was determined. After thevoting, Novak Bego Laković i Vesna Ratković obtainedthe necessary majority. In addition, members of theCommittee adopted the Rulebook on amendments tothe Rulebook on determining the proposal for theelection of four members of the Prosecutorial Councilamong respectable lawyers and 2015 PerformanceReport of the Committee. 

•  At the 45th meeting of the Committee on European
Integration held on 11 March, the Committeeunanimously decided to support the 2015 PerformanceReport of the Committee and 2016 Work Plan of theCommittee. 

At the 46th meeting, held on 16 March, members of theCommittee unanimously supported draft negotiationpositions for chapters 1 - Free movement of goods and22 - Regional policy and coordination of structuralinstruments. 
•  At the 72nd meeting of the Committee on International

Relations and Emigrants, held on 15 March, membersof the Committee, by a majority of votes, provided apositive opinion on the proposal for appointing HamdiHasani as an Extraordinary and PlenipotentiaryAmbassador of Montenegro to the Kingdom of SaudiArabia on a non-residential basis, based in Podgorica.At the 73rd meeting of the Commitee, held on 15 March,the Committee supported the 2015 PerformanceReport of the Committee and 2016 Work Plan of theCommittee. 
•  At the 135th meeting of the Committee on Economy,

Finance and Budget, held on 28March, the Committeeconsidered application of the following laws: Proposalfor a Law on settling obligations towards the workersof the Aluminium Plant, who due to bankruptcy of thecompany fulfilled conditions for retirement pension,Law on Conversion of Loans in Swiss Francs CHF intoEuros EUR, as well as Law on Investment Funds. 
•  At the 62nd meeting of the Committee on human

Rights and Freedoms, held on 21 March, theCommittee considered and supported the 2014Performance Report of the Fund for Protection andExercising of Minority Rights. In addition, theCommittee considered the Second and third periodicreport of Montenegro on application of the UnitedNations Convention on the Rights of the Child, for theperiod 2010-2015.    
•  At the 58th meeting of the gender Equality Committee,held on 15 March, the Research on perception ofdomestic violence and violence against women by therepresentatives of judiciary was presented. The meetingwas organised in cooperation with the UNDP Office toMontenegro and Women's Rights Centre.
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•  At the 55th meeting of the Committee on Tourism,
agriculture, Ecology and Spatial Planning held on 24March, members of the Committee supported the 2016Work Plan of the Committee. 

•  At the 68th meeting of the Committee on Education,
Science, Culture and Sports, on 14 March, membersof the Committee supported the 2015 PerformanceReport of the Committee on Education, Science, Cultureand Sports  as well as the 2016 Work Plan of theCommittee on Education, Science, Culture and Sports.

•  Committee on health, Labour and Social Welfarededicated the 117th meeting of 1 March to markingInternational Day of Persons with Disabilities. Duringthe meeting, members of the Committee decided topropose to the Parliament of Montenegro to adopt adecision which would determine obligations of theresponsible body of the state administration to, onceper year, submit to the Parliament of Montenegro thereport on position of persons with disabilities inMontenegro.

At the 118th meeting of the Committee, held on 15March, the members of the Committee supported the2015 Performance Report of the Committee and the2016 Work Plan of the Committee. The Committee dedicated the 119th meeting, held on 29March, to current situation in the field of narcotic drugsin Montenegro. Aside from the Committee members,the meeting was also attended by a representative ofthe NGO 4 Life (NGO for fight against narcotic drugs),which initiated the Committee meeting. In addition, themeeting was attended by representatives of: Ministryof Health, Institution for accommodation, rehabilitationand resocialisation of psychoactive substances' users inMontenegro - Kakaricka gora, Department for fightagainst narcotic drugs and trafficking in the PoliceAdministration, Secretariat for Social Welfare of the

Capital City of Podgorica, Public Health Institute ofMontenegro, NGO “Juventas” and NGO “CAZAS”.
•  At the 64th meeting of 24 March, the administrative

Committee, for the purpose of implementation of theLaw on Public Sector Salaries, which came into force on16 March 2016, in the part of its responsibilities andcommitment of harmonising the Committee’s acts withthe Law on Public Sector Salaries in the public sector,adopted the following decisions: Decision on repeal ofthe Decision on determining value of the coefficient ofthe fixed and starting part of salary, Decision on repealof the Decision on the right on supplement to the salaryon the basis of exercising the function, Decision onrepeal of the Decision on determining salaries and otherincomes of the President and Secretary of the StateElection Commission, and Decision on special advisorsin the Parliament of Montenegro.The AdministrativeCommittee decided to adopt the decisions on salariesof the following elected, appointed, or nominatedpersons: President of Montenegro, President of theParliament of Montenegro, Prime Minister ofMontenegro, vice presidents of the Parliament ofMontenegro,members of the Parliament ofMontenegro, special advisors in the Parliament ofMontenegro, ministers in the Government ofMontenegro, President and members of the Senate ofthe State Audit Institution, President and Secretary ofthe State Election Commission, Secretary General of theParliament of Montenegro,  Protector of Human Rightsand Freedoms and deputies of the Protector.
•  At the 65th meeting of the Committee, held on 30 March,the Committee adopted the following decisions:Decision on coefficients of complexity of tasks foremployees in the Service of the Parliament ofMontenegro, Decision on Amendments to the Decisionon determining allowances for work engagement ofprofessional and scientific workers, Decision on repealof the Decision on the right to a variable part of the wageand special allowances for employees in the Service ofthe Parliament of Montenegro, Decision on repeal of theDecision on allowances for participating in the work ofthe Collegium of the President of the Parliament ofMontenegro and working bodies of the Parliament, andDecision on repeal of the Decision on determining aspecial allowances for Members of the Parliament ofMontenegro.
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NEWS FROM PARLIAMENT
President of the Parliament paid a visit to the United States of AmericaPresident of the Parliament of Montenegro RankoKrivokapić paid a visit on 17 March to the UnitedStates of America, and held meetings in the StateDepartment, Congress, Atlantic Council, as well as unofficialmeetings with representatives of the establishment inWashington. The President met with Hoyt Brian Yee, DeputyAssistant Secretary of the State Department; Michael Turner,President of the NATO Parliamentary Assembly and USCongressman, and Damon Wilson, Vice President of theAtlantic Council. Krivokapić emphasised that organisation of theundisputable elections was a priority for Montenegro in thismoment, and free elections are the foundation of the statestability, as a key precondition for its further democraticdevelopment and Euro-Atlantic path, and that all politicalactors must be aware of the fact that any obstruction of freeelections would be an act of destabilisation of Montenegro

and its path to the EU and NATO.

Deputy Assistant Secretary of the State Department HoytYee agreed with Krivokapić on the importance of democraticelection process for Montenegro, adding that it would be atest of maturity of our state for its further development andfulfilment of Euro-Atlantic obligations.
MP Snežana Jonica took part in the international conference titled: “Equal enjoyment of
human rights and freedoms by persons with disabilities: Achievements and challenges”MP of Montenegro’s Delegation to the ParliamentaryAssembly of the Council of Europe and Chair of theSub-Committee on Disability and Inclusion Snežana Jonicatook part on 22 March in the international conference titled:“Equal enjoyment of human rights and freedoms by personswith disabilities: Achievements and challenges”, in Sofia.The purpose was to exchange experience and bestpractices on ensuring conditions for equality of people withdisabilities and their full participation in social life.Member of the Delegation to PACE Snežana Jonicainformed the participants on the activities of the Sub-Committee on Disability and Inclusion, emphasising itscontribution to considering topics such as political

participation of people with disabilities, inclusion and equalparticipation in social life, and fighting violence againstpersons with disabilities. Emphasising the importance of thisbody, as a forum for exchange of opinions and experienceson the position of persons with disabilities at theParliamentary Assembly level, she announced that in theforthcoming period its work would be devoted to issues ofparticipation in politics, legal protection and legalempowerment of persons with disabilities.“Enhancing participation and equal opportunities ofpersons with disabilities” and “Achievements and bestpractices to ensure support for persons with disabilities forlife in the community”, were also discussed. 
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Fifth session of the “Women’s Parliament” heldFifth session of the “Women’s Parliament”, was heldon the occasion of marking 8 March - InternationalWomen's Day. President of the Parliament of Montenegro RankoKrivokapić opened the meeting, stating that a woman wasthe foundation of a Montenegrin house, foundation of thestate of Montenegro, and that both in peace and war timeswomen were the bravest part of society, which preservedthe belief that Montenegro was invincible. He estimatedthat if Montenegro was the example for other nations infight against fascism than in that fight women were thestrength that in each stage of those four long yearscontributed immeasurably. He said that single mothersare the most unprotected persons in crisis societies, andthat is the challenge before Montenegro - to create enough

material wealth which there would not be enough unlessthere is justice and only then would there be safe women,families, safe Montenegro, and safe citizens. Aside from President Krivokapić, Chair of the GenderEquality Committee Nada Drobnjak addressed theparticipants, emphasising that this was an important yearmarking 70 years since women in Montenegro obtainedfull suffrage, and reminded of contribution of women tothe renewal of independence of Montenegro 10 yearsago. She also invited everyone to work more on exercisingwomen’s human rights on all levels, reminding thatMontenegro, according to the data of theInterparliamentary Union, was in the 103rd place out of191 countries by the number of women in theparliament.
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IN FOCUS

President of the Parliament of Montenegro Ranko Krivokapić received His Royal Highness
Charles, Prince of WalesPresident of the Parliament of MontenegroRanko Krivokapić received His Royal HighnessCharles, Prince of Wales. President Krivokapićexpressed pleasure over the visit of His Royal Highness(HRH) Charles, Prince of Wales, to Montenegro,pointing out its significance for additional furtheringof good bilateral relations between Montenegro andthe United Kingdom. President Krivokapić informedPrince Charles on political developments in thecountry, with special emphasis on the upcomingparliamentary elections. President Krivokapić informed The Prince on thework of the Parliament, with special reference to thework of parliamentary committees and parliamentaryhearings. The interlocutors agreed on the importanceof existence of a strong and functional parliament witha view to providing a legal system of checks andbalances, which held special significance for youngdemocracies.Presenting glorious and long history ofMontenegro, President of the Parliament pointed outthat Montenegro, ever since the period of King Nikola,had been caring for and nurturing multiculturalismand multiethnicity, something by which we arerecognised in the region even today. PresidentKrivokapić emphasised that such richness andharmony in Montenegro represented a basis for

stability, as one of the greatest advantages of ourcountry. He also pointed out that that richness madeone of the additional values with which Montenegrowould contribute to the NATO and the EU after theaccession.

His Royal Highness Charles, Prince of Wales,expressed his pleasure over his visit to Montenegro,pointing out that he was re-charmed with naturalbeauties of Montenegro, and recalled his first visit in1978, when he had had the opportunity to get to knownatural and cultural richness of Kotor. Charles, Princeof Wales, emphasised that Montenegro had afavourable geographic position and that it wasnecessary to use advantages that presentedthemselves though that. The Prince showed specialinterest in Montenegrin history, as well as Europeanand Euro-Atlantic integration of Montenegro.
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Bill of rights. “A  bill of rights is a constitutional document that specifies the rights and freedoms of theindividual and so defines the legal extent of civil liberty. Entrenched bills of rights can be distinguished fromstatutory ones. An entrenched bill of rights is enshrined in ‛higher’ law and, thus, provides the basis forconstitutional judicial review. A statutory bill of rights, or statute of rights, can be amended or replaced throughthe same processes as other statute laws. Proponents of bills of rights consider them to be the only effectivetool, through which citizens may protect themselves against a state, which is why they have an educationalvalue in promoting the ‛culture of human rights’. ”1

PARLIAMENTARY GLOSSARY

1 Endru Hejvud, Politika, Beograd, Clio 2004, p. 554  
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LaW ON SUCCESSION TO ThE ThRONE6/19 December 1902
We

Nikola I
By the grace of god

PRINCE aND SOVEREIgN OF MONTENEgRO 
Declare and announce***

LaW
ON

SUCCESSION TO ThE ThRONE, STaTUS OF
MEMBERS 

OF OUR RULINg hOUSE aND ThEIR MUTUaL
RELaTIONShIP

article 1The eldest son of the ruling prince shall be the onlyheirto the Montenegrin throne. At the time of his birth, heshall be called:“Royal Highness Prince and Heir of Montenegro”.
article 2In the event the heir to the throne dies beforeascending the throne, or renounces or is obliged to renounce the throne(Article 12), he shall be immediately succeded by theeldest among brothers. If there aren’t any brothers tosucceed the throne, the throne is to be claimed by themember of the Ruling House, in line with the order ofsuccession (Article 3).
article 3In the event the male line of Prince and Sovereignshould become extinct or male offspring was never produced, the throne shallbe succeeded by his eldest brother, followed by hismale offspring.
article 4In case this direct male lineage also becomes extinct,the throne is succeeded by the person whom 

the Prince and Sovereign deems most competent, originating from the Petrovićbrotherhood. This tradition was established during the reign of Prince-bishop Danilo and lasteduntil the reign of Prince Danilo, which was acceptedwith reverent submission by the people. And this is tobe held in the order of succession, in the mannerprescribed in the aforementioned articles. 
article 5Prince and Sovereign shall announce his new heir tothe peopleat the moment of his birth, or in the event the postremains vacant due to the heir’s death, or in case ofvoluntary or obligatory renunciation of the throne(Articles 13 and 14).
article 6The vacant throne is to be immediately claimed by anheir, who is to receive the title of the Prince andSovereign, even if he hasn’t reached the age of 18 orwould be impeded to perfom his royal duties due topermanent illness. ***
article 9At the time of birth, sons and daughters of Prince andSovereign shall be called: “His/Her Highness the Prince/Princess”, while thegrandchildren produced by the male lineage:“Eminence“ and “Duke”-“Dutchess”, up until theseventh generation.***

article 11The sons of the Prince and Sovereign shall, by birth,be granted only the Order of Saint Peter, while the heir to throne is to receivethe First degree Order of Danilo I for theindependence of Montenegro.Pavićević, B, Raspopović, R, ur. Crnogorskizakonici 1796-1916, knj. II, Podgorica(Montenegrin Codes 1796-1916, Book II),Istorijski institut Crne gore, 1998, pp 626-629.
Parliament of Montenegro
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FROM THE HISTORY OF 
MONTENEGRIN PARLIAMENTARISM 
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comes to benefits from the membership of a state inthe European Union.      
4 March•   President of the Parliament of Montenegro RankoKrivokapić received the Delegation of the EuropeanAffairs Committee of the lower house of the FrenchNational Assembly, headed by Chair of theCommittee Danielle Auroi. President of theParliament of Montenegro Ranko Krivokapićestimated that the full-fledged membership in theEuro-Atlantic Alliance was a step that wouldcontribute to stability of Montenegro and the region.Chair of the Committee Danielle Auroi pointed outthat Montenegro was important to the Europeancommunity and therefore it needed to progress onits European path. The interlocutors agreed that therule of law was a foundation on which the stability ofthe country rested. 

7 March•   Delegation of the Parliament of Montenegro to theNATO Parliamentary Assembly composed ofMevludin Nuhodžić and Obrad Mišo Stanišićparticipated in the visit of the NATO PA Committeeon the Civil Dimension of Security to Sarajevo, whichtook place from 7 to 10 March 2016. The visit wasaimed at analysing the level of eternal and externalpolitical development of Serbia and Bosnia andHerzegovina, as well as ongoing security challenges,with reference to European and Euro-Atlanticintegration and development of geopolitical situationin the Western Balkan countries. •   Upon the invitation of Chair of the Committee onInternational Relations and Emigrants MiodragVuković, Chair of the Committee for Foreign Policy ofthe Chamber of Deputies of the Romanian ParliamentLászló Borbély paid an official visit to Montenegro,
Parliament of Montenegro

The newsletter is edited by the Education Centre of the Parliamentary Institute. 

CALENDAR
3 March•   Chair of the Gender Equality Committee NadaDrobnjak and member of the Committee NikolaGegaj and Branka Tanasijević participated in theInterparliamentary meeting, held in Brussels, on theocassion of marking the Women International Day in2016. The meeting was held on the topic “Womenrefugees and asylum seekers in the EU”. Thefollowing topics were discussed on the topics:“Violence against women refugees and asylumseekers”;  “Gender and healthcare: the situation ofrefugees and asylum seekers”, and “Integration ofwomen refugees”.

•   President of the Parliament of Montenegro RankoKrivokapić met with General Petr Pavel, Chairman ofthe NATO Military Committee. The interlocutorsassessed that hard work in the field of strengtheningdemocracy and rule of law was a base for achievingfull-fledged membership in NATO and concluded thatthe foundation of every stable state was continuousstrengthening of the rule of law, democracy andpolitical stability. They stated that one of the ways formeeting these goals was fight against all forms ofcorruption. •   Deputy Chair of the Committee Marija Maja Ćatovićand members Obrad Mišo Stanišić, Danko Šarančićand Genci Nimanbegu, as well as MP Darko Pajovićmet with Delegation of the European AffairsCommittee of the French National Assembly, whichpaid a study visit to Montenegro, from 3 to 5 March2016. Representatives of the French Delegation wereinterested in Montenegro’s progress regarding theimplementation of obligations from chapters 23 and24, reforms in the education system, monetary policyand use of euro as well as for the progress in the fieldof environment protection and energy efficiency.They also spoke on perception of the Europeanintegration by citizens, i.e. their expectations when it
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from 7 to 9 March. During the visit, ChairpersonBorbély met with Vice President of the Parliament ofMontenegro Milutin Simović, members of theFriendship Group with the Romanian Parliament,and members of the Committee on InternationalRelations and Emigrants.     
8 March•   President of the Parliament of Montenegro RankoKrivokapić opened the Fifth session of the “Women’sParliament”, organised by the Gender EqualityCommittee, on the occasion of marking 8 March -International Women's Day. For participants in the“Women’s Parliament”, an exhibition of handicraftsby the NGO “Association of Women Ostros” wasarranged.

9 March•   President of the Parliament of Montenegro RankoKrivokapić received Dirk Lange, Head of Unit D1 forMontenegro at the Directorate of the EuropeanCommission for Neighbourhood Policy andEnlargement Negotiations, and Clive Rumbold,Deputy Head of Western Balkans Division atEuropean External Action Service. PresidentKrivokapić communicated to his interlocutors theexpectation that maturity and readiness to acceptconditions for democratic election process wouldprevail with the executive power and estimated thatpresence of representatives of the European Unionin the Parliamentary Dialogue would be veryprecious and would enable discussion between thegovernment and the opposition. Lange and Rumboldexpressed hope that the government and theopposition would come to an agreement in order toprovide full implementation of electoral legislation,in the interest of adequate administering of theupcoming elections.

12 March•   Member of the Parliament of Montenegro’sPermanent Delegation to the South-East EuropeanCooperation Process Parliamentary Assembly(SEECP PA) Dritan Abazović took part in the meetingof the General Committee on Economy,Infrastructure and Energy of the SEECP PA, held inSofia, on 12 March, within the framework ofBulgarian presidency of this initiative. During themeeting titled: “Improving infrastructure in theSouth-East Europe - accelerating the priorityprojects”, the experiences of the SEECP memberstates in this area were considered, and ideas aimedat improving traffic connection of the regionalcountries presented. 
14 March•   Committee on European Integration organised apublic debate titled: “Montenegro and EU:negotiations on free movement of goods”. MarijaĆatović, Deputy Chair of the Committee on EuropeanIntegration, was a moderator of the debate, whileNina Vujošević, Advisor to Prime Minister of theGovernment and Head of the Working Group forpreparing the negotiations in chapter 1 - Freemovement of goods, spoke on acquis communautaireand implementation of obligations in this chapter.

17 March•   During his visit to the United States of America,President of the Parliament of Montenegro RankoKrivokapić had meetings in the State Department,Congress, Atlantic Council, as well as unofficialmeetings with representatives of the establishmentin Washington. 
18 March•   President of the Parliament of Montenegro Ranko
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Parliament of Montenegro
The newsletter is edited by the Education Centre of the Parliamentary Institute. 

Krivokapić received His Royal Highness Charles,Prince of Wales.  
21 March•   Parliament of Montenegro has joined the action“Together for Uran”, by donating 500 euros, with theaim of collecting money for training of a guide dog fora visually impaired person. In addition, Trade UnionOrganisation of the Parliament of Montenegrodonated a monthly membership fee of its members inthe amount of 500 euros.
22 March•   Member of the Parliament of Montenegro’s Delegationto the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council ofEurope and Chair of the Sub-Committee on Disabilityand Inclusion Snežana Jonica took part in theinternational conference titled: “Equal enjoyment ofhuman rights and freedoms by persons withdisabilities: Achievements and challenges”, held inSofia. The purpose of the Conference was exchange ofexperience and best practices on ensuring conditionsfor equality of people with disabilities and their fullparticipation in social life.

23 March•   Deputy Chair of the Committee on EuropeanIntegration Marija Maja Ćatović met with H.E.Vincenzo Del Monaco, Ambassador of the Republic ofItaly to Montenegro. The meeting was organisedahead of the upcoming visit to Montenegro by thedelegation of the Committee on EU Affairs of theItalian Senate, headed by Chairperson of theCommittee Vannino Chiti. The interlocutors pointedout the significance of parliamentary relations, andexpressed expectation that the upcoming visit of theItalian parliamentarians would contribute to new

dimensions of support and cooperation between thetwo friendly countries.
25 March•   Within the implementation of the programmeactivities, Chair of the Security and Defence CommitteeMevludin Nuhodžić, Deputy Chair Snežana Jonica andmembers Obrad Mišo Stanišić and Luiđ Ljubo Škrelja,paid a visit to the Border Police Sector of the PoliceAdministration of the Ministry of Interior. During themeeting, members of the Committee met withAssistant Director of the Police Administration - HeadVesko Damjanović and chiefs of the Regional Centre ofBorder Police “Jug”. They also toured the Joint BorderCrossing Sukobin-Murićan, learning about the mannerof functioning and regular check procedures enforcedby the Department of Border Security Ulcinj.
28 March•   Delegation of the Security and Defence Committeecomposed of: Chair Mevludin Nuhodžić, Deputy ChairSnežana Jonica and members Luiđ Škrelja and ObradMišo Stanišić paid a visit to the Directorate forEmergency Situations of the Ministry of Interior.Within the visit, members of the Committee met withthe Director of the Directorate for EmergencySituations. A part of the meeting was dedicated to thevisit of the Aviation and Helicopter Unit in Golubovciand the Operational and Communication Centre 112which follows and registers occurrences and eventsfrom the field of security, as needed undertakes andorganises emergency and more extensive operativemeasures and coordinates and directs the work oforganisational units of the Police Administration.
30 March•   President of the Parliament of Montenegro RankoKrivokapić received members of the German sectionof the International Commission of Jurists (ICJ) withChair Michael Eichberger, a judge to the FederalConstitutional Court of Germany, and other membersof the commission, who are representatives of variousjudicial institutions and experts in legal science. Theydiscussed the legal regulation of the state ofMontenegro, particularly focusing on theresponsibilities and work of the Parliament ofMontenegro and its relation with other branches ofpower. 
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