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Dear readers,We present to you the key information onactivities of the Parliament of Montenegro in theperiod from 1 to 30 April, which is, in the form ofmonthly newsletter “Open Parliament”, prepared byParliamentary Service. In April, Second Special Sitting of the FirstOrdinary Session of the Parliament of Montenegro in2016 took place, during which MPs posed 21questions to the ministers and one additional. TheParliament also held the Third Special Sitting of theFirst Ordinary Session of the Parliament ofMontenegro in 2016, during which MPs posed twoquestions to the Prime Minister. During April, committees considered 18proposals for a law, one proposal for a decision andheld other activities within their oversight role. In focus of this month’s newsletter is theparticipation of the Montenegrin Delegation in theSpring Session of the Parliamentary Assembly of theCouncil of Europe, which was held in Strasbourg,from 18 to 22 April. The newsletter is published monthly throughwhich the Parliament endeavours to bring its workcloser to Montenegrin citizens. We consider thispublication to be very significant as a reliable sourceof information regarding the work of the Parliamentand we hope that you will find it useful.We remain open to your comments andsuggestions, as well as criticism, which can help usbring more quality to our work.
Respectfully,

Parliamentary Service

Prime Minister’s Questions and Parliamentary
Questions

At the Second Special Sitting of the First Ordinary
Session of the Parliament of Montenegro in 2016,within the agenda item Parliamentary Questions, MPsquestions were answered by ministers in the Government.MPs posed 21 questions and one additional to theministers.   

At the Third Special Sitting of the First Ordinary
Session of the Parliament of Montenegro in 2016,within the agenda item Prime Minister's Questions, MPsquestions were answered by Prime Minister ofMontenegro Milo Đukanović. MPs posed two questions tothe Prime Minister. 

Proposals for a law deliberated in committees

•  Proposal for a Law on Foreign Trade in Arms and
Military Equipment was considered and proposed tothe Parliament for adoption by the Committee onEconomy, Finance and Budget. 

•  Proposal for a Law on Ratification of the Agreement
on Scientific and Technological Cooperation
between the government of Montenegro and the
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government of the Republic of Italy was considered andproposed to the Parliament for adoption by the LegislativeCommittee. 
•  Proposal for a Law on Amendments to the Pension and

Disability Law was considered and proposed to theParliament for adoption by the Committee on Health,Labour and Social Welfare.  
•  Proposal for a Law on Amendments to the Law on

Professional Rehabilitation and Employment of
Persons with Disabilities was considered and proposedto the Parliament for adoption by the Committee on Health,Labour and Social Welfare. 

•  Proposal for a Law on Amendments to the Law on
Employment and Exercising Rights with respect to
Unemployment Insurance was considered and proposedto the Parliament for adoption by the Committee on Health,Labour and Social Welfare. 

•  Proposal for a Law on Ratification of the ILO Night
Work Convention No 171 was considered by the GenderEquality Committee in part within its competence andproposed to the Committee on International Relations andEmigrants, as the lead committee, to propose to theParliament to adopt it.

•  Proposal for a Law on Amendments to the Law on Value
Added Tax was considered and proposed to the Parliamentfor adoption by the Committee on Economy, Finance andBudget and Legislative Committee. 

•  Proposal for a Law on Interpreters was considered andproposed to the Parliament for adoption by the LegislativeCommittee.
•  Proposal for a Law on Amendments to the Law on

Notaries was considered and proposed to the Parliamentfor adoption by the Legislative Committee.
•  Proposal for a Law on Administrative Disputes wasconsidered and proposed to the Parliament for adoption bythe Legislative Committee.
•  Proposal for a Law on Court Experts was considered andproposed to the Parliament for adoption by the LegislativeCommittee.
•  Proposal for a Law on the State Seal  and the Seals of

State Bodies was considered and proposed to theParliament for adoption by the Legislative Committee.
•  Proposal for a Law on Legalization of Informal

Structures was considered and proposed to the Parliamentfor adoption by the Committee on Tourism, Agriculture,Ecology and Spatial Planning. 
•  Proposal for a Law on Amendments to the Law on

Environmental Impact Assessment was considered andproposed to the Parliament for adoption by the LegislativeCommittee and Committee on Tourism, Agriculture,Ecology and Spatial Planning. 
•  Proposal for a Law on Amendments to the Law on

Strategic Environmental Impact Assessment wasconsidered and proposed to the Parliament for adoption bythe Legislative Committee and Committee on Tourism,Agriculture, Ecology and Spatial Planning. 
•  Proposal for a Law on Amendments to the Law on

Integrated Prevention and Control of Pollution of the

Environment was considered and proposed to theParliament for adoption by the Legislative Committeeand Committee on Tourism, Agriculture, Ecology andSpatial Planning. 
•  Proposal for a Law on Amendments to the Law on

Protection from Ionising Radiation and Radiation
Safety was considered and proposed to the Parliamentfor adoption by the Legislative Committee andCommittee on Tourism, Agriculture, Ecology and SpatialPlanning. 

•  Proposal for a Law on Amendments to the Law on
Accountability for Environmental Damage wasconsidered and proposed to the Parliament for adoptionby the Legislative Committee and Committee on Tourism,Agriculture, Ecology and Spatial Planning. 
Proposals for other acts deliberated in committees

•  Proposal for a Decision on awarding the
hydrocarbons Production Concession Contract in
Montenegro undersea along with the Proposal for
the hydrocarbons Production Concession Contract
in Montenegro undersea, the Proposal for the Joint
Operating Agreement and the Proposal for the
Accounting Services Contract was considered andproposed to the Parliament for adoption by theCommittee on Economy, Finance and Budget. 

Other activities of working bodies

•  At the 155th meeting of the Legislative Committee, heldon 11 April, the 2015 Performance Report of theCommittee and 2016 Work Plan of the Committee wereadopted. 
•  At the 47th meeting of the Committee on European

Integration, held on 15 April, the Committee consideredand unanimously supported the Fourth semi-annualreport on the overall activities within Montenegro’sintegration process to the EU for the period July -December 2015, and the Eighth Quarterly Report on theoverall activities within Montenegro’s integrationprocess to the EU for the period October - December2015. In addition, the Committee was acquainted withthe Fourth Quarterly Report on implementation ofobligations from Montenegro’s Programme of Accessionto the European Union for the period 2015 - 2018; thenMontenegro’s Programme of Accession to the EuropeanUnion for the period 2016 - 2018; Report onimplementation of 2015 Action Plan for implementationof the 2014-2018 Strategy for informing the public onthe EU accession process, and finally, 2016 Action Planfor implementation of the 2014-2018 Strategy forinforming the public on the EU accession process.
•  At the 136th meeting of the Committee on Economy,

Finance and Budget, held on 7 April, members of theCommittee considered the 2015 Report on Use of
Parliament of Montenegro
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Financial Resources of the Parliament andParliamentary Service, with Report on PublicProcurement.At the 138th meeting of 18 April, the Committeeconducted a control hearing of Minister of SustainableDevelopment and Tourism Branimir Gvozdenović andBiserka Dragičević, Acting Secretary of the Secretariatfor Development Projects, for the purpose ofdetermining facts and circumstances with regard tovalidity of the issued guarantee, in line with Annex tothe Contract, on completing construction works on thehotel “As” in Perazića Do.

At the 136th meeting, held on 21 April, the Committeeconsidered amendments to the 2015 Report on Use ofFinancial Resources of the Parliament andParliamentary Service, with Report on PublicProcurement.At the 137th meeting, held on 14 April, the Committeeinspected the 2015 Performance Report of theCommission for Concessions of Montenegro with theRegister of agreements on concessions. At the 140th meeting, held on 21 April, the Committeeconsidered and supported the initiative for controlhearing of Minister of Health Budimir Šegrt with regardto the situation in the healthcare system of Montenegroand the amount of funds allocated for medical devices.At the 139th meeting, held on 27 April, the Committeeconducted control hearing of Pavle Goranović, Ministerof Culture and Žarko Mirković, Director of the PI MusicalCentre of Montenegro with regard to the negativeopinion on the financial audit and conditional opinionon auditing the regularity of the 2014 Financial Reportof the PI Musical Centre of Montenegro by the StateAudit Institution.
•  At the 63rd  meeting of the Committee on human

Rights and Freedoms of 13 April, the Committeeconsidered the Performance Report of the Committeeon Human Rights and Freedoms for 2015 and the firstquarter of 2016 and Proposal for Activity Plan for 2016.Following the discussion, the Committee unanimouslyadopted the Activity Plan of the Committee on HumanRights and Freedoms for 2016. 

•  At the 61st   of the gender Equality Committee, held on25 April, the Committee unanimously supported the2015 Performance Report of the Protector of HumanRights and Freedoms and proposed to the Committeeon Human Rights and Freedoms to accept the Report.
•  Committee on Education, Science, Culture and

Sports held its 69th thematic meeting on 9 April withinthe working visit to the Institute of Marine Biology,Maritime Faculty and closed swimming-pool “NikšaBućin” in Kotor. The visit was organised in cooperationwith the Ministry of Science of Montenegro.  Theworking visit was carried out with the aim of analysingthe state and development of the certain fields from theresponsibility of the Committee on Education, Science,Culture and Sports.
•  At the 120th meeting of the Committee on health,

Labour and Social Welfare, held on 5 April, theCommittee supported the 2016 Work Plan. At the 122nd meeting, held on 20 April, the Committeeconducted a control hearing of Zoran Pažin, Minister ofJustice, Milica Pejanović–Đurišić, Minister of Defence,Raško Konjević, former Minister of Interior, BranislavRadulović, Head of the Collegium of the State AuditInstitution and Dragana Đuranović, Protector ofProperty and Legal interests of Montenegro. Thehearing was held with regard to the Report on auditingsuccess of the State Audit Institution “Expendituresfrom the budget of Montenegro for litigations arisingfrom labour relations”.
•  At its 42nd meeting, held on 18 April, the Anti-

corruption Committee decided to hold theconsultative hearing of the Director of the Agency forPrevention of Corruption, on the topic:  “Exercise ofjurisdiction of the Agency for Prevention of Corruption”.

•  At the 43rd meeting, on 27 April, the Committee held aconsultative hearing of the Director of the Agency forPrevention of Corruption, on the topic: “Exercise ofjurisdiction of the Agency for Prevention of Corruption”.The Committee assessed that the Agency for Preventionof Corruption had successfully implemented obligationsstemming from the Law on Prevention of Corruption inits previous work.
Parliament of Montenegro
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NEWS FROM PARLIAMENT
President of the Parliament of Montenegro Ranko Krivokapić took part in the XIV

Conference of Speakers of Parliaments of the Adriatic-Ionian InitiativePresident of the Parliament of Montenegro RankoKrivokapić took part in the XIV Conference ofSpeakers of Parliaments of the Adriatic-Ionian Initiative,which was hosted by Speaker of the Croatian ParliamentŽeljko Reiner in Split. The conference was focused on challenges of migrations,particularly with regard to resolving numerous challenges bythe states of the Adriatic-Ionian Initiative. They assessed thateven though migrations were not caused by the states of theAdriatic-Ionian Initiative, this region must find a commonanswer and provide help to all in need, in line with Europeanand international standards. Participants underlined thatprocesses were humanitarian as well as a security problemof Europe. During the conference, President of the Parliament ofMontenegro Ranko Krivokapić had meetings with his

Croatian, Italian and Slovenian counterparts. PresidentKrivokapić spoke with his Croatian counterpart ŽeljkoReiner, Speaker of the Croatian Parliament, Italiancounterpart Laura Boldrini, and President of the SlovenianParliament Milan Brglez.

Chair of the Committee on Economy, Finance and Budget Aleksandar Damjanović
attended the Interparliamentary Conference in the HagueIn the framework of Dutch Presidency of the Councilof the European Union, Chair of the Committee onEconomy, Finance and Budget Aleksandar Damjanovićattended the Interparliamentary Conference on “Energyand Innovation with a special focus on Circular Economy”,held in The Hague. Introductory remarks were focused on how to speed upthe cost-effective transition towards a clean, competitiveand secure energy future. They stated that environmentwas of key importance for economy, and that states shouldhave sustainable production of energy. Also, renewablesources of energy will have an important role in theproduction of electricity and heat with reduced CO2emissions. Participants stressed the importance of circular

economy, which, with the support of the EU funds, wouldlead to significant innovations in the field of environmentprotection, and transition from so-called “fossil” to “greenenergy”.In the second part of the conference, four parallelsessions were organised, addressing topics of:  energyinfrastructure and security of supply, energy savings,renewable energy and circular economy.Upon the completion of the parallel sessions, the finalsession was held, where the participants exchangedexperiences on the application of good practice of parallelsessions; the final session was chaired by Roos Vermeij,Chairperson of the Economic Affairs Committee of DutchParliament.
Members of the Committee on European Integration held a debate with

grammar school students In accordance with activity organised by theCommittee on European Integration with the aim ofbringing the European process closer to citizens, a debateon the topic of European integration was held in GrammarSchool “Tanasije Pejatović” in Pljevlja.On the occasion, members of the delegation spokewith participants on the EU idea, but also on the currentphase of Montenegro’s integration to the EU. During thedebate, they stressed the obligation of respectingmembership criteria, and the need for adopting Europeanstandards and values. At one of the most visited debates

so far, the participants were mostly interested in theeducation system of Europe, particularly if secondaryeducation would be compulsory if Montenegro joined theEU, but also the relation of the EU to the youth and sports.They also gave concrete comments on finding a solutionfor overcoming challenges in the field of environment,and the importance of establishing new institutions in thefield such as food safety.Delegation of the Committee on European Integrationwas composed of MPs Nada Drobnjak, Vuko Roćen, DankoŠarančić and Maida Bešlić.
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IN FOCUS

Montenegrin Delegation participated in the Spring Session of the Parliamentary
Assembly of the Council of Europe in StrasbourgHead of Montenegrin Delegation to theParliamentary Assembly of the Council ofEurope Predrag Sekulić, and members Marija MajaĆatović and Snežana Jonica participated in the SpringSession of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Councilof Europe, held in Strasbourg in the period from 18 to22 April.  During the session, there were debates onpreventing the radicalisation of children, importanceof education for democratic citizenship, andimplementation of the commitments undertaken bythe Palestinian Parliament by acquiring the status ofpartner for democracy, refugee and migrant crisis,fight against antisemitism in Europe, and intellectualproperty rights in the digital era. In addition, debateswere held on the impact of measures to improvewomen’s political representation, the humanitarianconcerns with regard to people captured during thewar in Ukraine, and the need for strengtheningcooperation in fighting terrorism after the Brusselsattacks. A resolution adopted by PACE with regard topreventing the radicalisation of children expressedconfidence that the prevention was key to stopping theradicalisation of children and that de-radicalisationand rehabilitation strategies must be based on respectof human rights and fundamental freedoms, target theindividual in his or her specific context, and becomprehensive and based on multi-agency localpartnerships. Resolution 2106 (2016), adopted by thePACE with regard to fight against antisemitism inEurope, calls on member states, observers and

partners for democracy to devote greater attention tothe fight against antisemitism, and to implement a setof activities at the prevention of antisemitism ineducational establishments, the media and online andencourages them to report and persecute anti-Semiticand other hate crimes.

Speaking on the topic of protection of intellectualproperty rights, parliamentarians of the ParliamentaryAssembly expressed concern about the erosion ofintellectual property rights, reminding that it wasprotected by the first Protocol to the EuropeanConvention on Human Rights. Intellectual property isan important European cultural value and economicasset and an erosion of intellectual property rightswould have a significant negative impact on all peoplein Europe. The resolution on this topic, emphasisesthat, among other things, in accordance with theConvention on Cybercrime, member States must adoptlegislative and other measures to establish theinfringement of intellectual property rights as criminaloffences under domestic law.

Strategy. “A Strategy is usually an act of a wider scope which, in the form of a plan, defines policies and themanners of their implementation through specific activities. The strategy contains an analysis of the currentsituation and a plan of activities and measures for achieving specific goals. According to the time frameworkconcerning the set goals, there are short-term, medium-term and long-term strategies. ”1

PARLIAMENTARY GLOSSARY
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1 Doc. dr Komar, Olivera, Prof. dr Ivana Jelić, Nataša Komnenić, Irena Mijanović, Jelena Radonjić, Vlatko Šćepanović, Parliamentary lexicon,Podgorica, Parliament of Montenegro 2016, p. 298
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LAW ON gOVERNMENT AND ThE STATE COUNCIL
OF ThE PRINCIPALITy OF MONTENEgRO  

6/19 December 1902
WE

NIKOLA I
By ThE gRACE OF gOD

PRINCE AND SOVEREIgN OF MONTENEgRO
AT ThE PROPOSAL OF OUR STATE COUNCIL,

DECIDED TO ORDER AND ARE ORDERINg ThIS
BASIC STATE LAW

ON
gOVERNMENT AND ThE STATE COUNCIL OF ThE

PRINCIPALITy 

PART I 

gOVERNMENT OF ThE PRINCIPALITy

Article 1The Principality Government performs all its stateduties in accordance with the legal provisions,recognized by Prince and Sovereign. The Principality Government shall, through its workand legal and determinate management ofsubordinate authorities, preserve and elevate thehonour and reputation of the Ruler, and maintainthe order, welfare and general progress of thecountry.
Article 2In order to perform the duties more effectively, thestate administration is divided into many ministriesheaded by ministers.Ministers are appointed and replaced by and at thediscretion of Prince and Sovereign.They perform the duties entrusted to them by thePrince and Sovereign, and answer to him as well inthe event of failure to abide by the law.  
Article 3Principality Government is divided into:a) Ministry of Interior Affairs,

b) Ministry of Foreign Affairsc) Ministry of Justiceč)  Ministry of Financeć) Ministry of Defenced) Ministry of Education and ChurchAffairs
Article 4Each Ministry shall perform their tasksautonomously, in accordance with their area ofcompetence, and independently of each other. 
Article 5The main duties and rights of ministers shall be to:Perform tasks entrusted to them, in accordance withtheir area of competence, and are in charge ofpromoting them,ensure the execution of laws and decrees,***Prepare necessary legal basis and orders as well asall the necessary measures within their competence,Propose to the Prince and Sovereign theappointment and promotion at work, dismissal andretirement of civil servants, in accordance with thelaw on civil servants,conduct oversight and control of subordinateauthorities and civil servants,prepare at the end of each year, in accordance withtheir profession,  the estimates for the followingyear and propose them to the State Council inaccordance with the budgetary legal provisions(Article 6 and 7) and manage the spending ofcredits.    ***

Cetinje, St Nicholas' Day, 1902 

Nikola, handwritten signature     

From the Law on Government and the State Councilof the Principality of MontenegroPavićević, B, Raspopović, R, ur. Crnogorskizakonici 1796-1916, knj. II, Podgorica(Montenegrin Codes 1796-1916, Book II),Istorijski institut Crne gore, 1998, pp 582-592
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Armed Forces of Montenegro within NATO Structure”,organised by the Atlantic Council of Montenegro as apart of the project “NATO days”. Special focus wasplaced upon achievements in the reform of theMontenegro Armed Forces, future steps in the givenplan, and experiences of armed forces of othercountries in NATO missions/operations. Furthermore,the research of the Atlantic Council was presented onthe citizens’ attitude about military service inMontenegro.•   Representatives of the MP Group of Albanian partyFORCA, HGI and LPCG Ljerka Dragičević, GenciNimanbegu, and Andrija Popović discussed the currentpolitical situation in Montenegro with Member of theEuropean Parliament Ivo Vajgl. The interlocutorsestimated that Montenegro was making good progresstowards the European Union and that it was well on itsEuropean way. Along with all the praise for progress,they also pointed out certain problems thatMontenegro was facing in its election year, especiallythe awaited Agreement on conditions for fair and freeelections between the government and a part of theopposition.

6 April•   Chair of the Committee on international Relations andEmigrants Miodrag Vuković and member of theSecurity and Defence Committee Luiđ Ljubo Škreljaparticipated in the Inter-parliamentary conference onthe common foreign and security policy and thecommon security and defence policy, which took placefrom 6 to 8 April in the Hague. The Inter-parliamentaryconference was aimed at providing a framework forthe exchange of information and best practice in thefield of the Common Foreign and Security Policy(CFSP) and the Common Security and Defence Policy(CSDP), with a special focus on strengtheningparliamentary cooperation and providing informationto the national parliaments and the EuropeanParliament on issues from the subject fields.  
Parliament of Montenegro
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CALENDAR
1 April•   President of the Parliament of Montenegro RankoKrivokapić received students - participants of MIMUNconference (Montenegro international Model UnitedNations) in the organisation of SAMS. During themeeting, President Krivokapić emphasised that theirnational roots should not be political but cultural, thatthey needed knowledge and then courage toimplement lessons learnt, and also expressed hopethat they would remain devoted to the public interest.In addition, the President stated that outflow of youngpeople was bad for any country, and that the stateshould provide better future to inspire the youngpeople to stay to live there.

4 April•   Chair of the Committee on Economy, Finance andBudget Aleksandar Damjanović attended theInterparliamentary Conference, on “Energy andInnovation with a special focus on Circular Economy”,which took place in the Hague, within the DutchPresidency of the Council of the European Union.Among the crucial topics discussed during theConference was How to speed up the cost-effectivetransition towards a clean, competitive and secureEnergy Future? Within the conference, the CommitteeChair attended the session titled: “Sustainable energysources”. •   Chair of the Gender Equality Committee NadaDrobnjak received Deputy Chair of the Institute forInclusive Security Miki Jačević. They discussed theneed for making the Action Plan for theimplementation of UN SC Resolutions 1325, as well asthe results of work of the Institute for InclusiveSecurity.     •   Members of the Security and Defence CommitteeObrad Mišo Stanišić and Luiđ Ljubo Škreljaparticipated in the roundtable titled: “Perspective of
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8 April•   President of the Parliament of Montenegro RankoKrivokapić received Ambassador Marcel Pesko,Director of the OSCE Conflict Prevention Centre. Forthe most part, the meeting was dedicated to currentpolitical developments, Parliamentary Dialogue, i.ecreation of conditions for fair and free elections. Duringthe meeting, it was estimated that Montenegro wasachieving progress in various areas. They alsodiscussed the possibility that the OSCE would supportand participate in professional/advisory capacity withregard to monitoring and evaluation of work of thePublic Service.    

•   The Gender Equality Committee of the Parliament ofMontenegro, in cooperation with the Centre for RomaInitiative - Nikšić and the IPA Section Montenegro,organised a Regional Conference on the topic“Prevention of Child, Forced, Arranged Marriages in theCommunities of Roma and Egyptians”. The followingspoke during the Conference: Nada Drobnjak, Chair ofthe Gender Equality Committee, Fana Delija, ExecutiveCoordinator of the Centre for Roma Initiative - Nikšić,Vojislav Dragović, President of the International PoliceAssociation - IPA Section Montenegro, Margaret AnnUyehara, US Ambassador in Podgorica, SuadNumanović, Minister of Human and Minority Rights,Zorica Kovačević, Minister of Labour and SocialWelfare, Jadranka Miličević, representative of the CAREInternational-BiH, and Sead Frljučkić, Advisor to theDirector of the Police Administration.   •   Members of the Committee on European Integrationspoke with representatives of the Parliamentary Groupfor Cooperation with South East Europe from theGerman Bundestag. The meeting was marked by adebate on the previous course of negotiations betweenMontenegro and European Union, and key obligationsto be fulfilled on the path towards EU membership. Theinterlocutors agreed that the European integration was

not only technical process, but that European idea,aside from achieving administrative results, impliedrespect and adoption of key values of the EU. 

•   President of the Parliament of Montenegro RankoKrivokapić received delegation of the ParliamentaryGroup for Cooperation with South East Europe fromthe German Bundestag headed by Peter Weiss. Theinterlocutors discussed current political developmentsin Montenegro, as well as further process that wasawaiting it on its European and Euro-Atlantic path. Itwas estimated during the meeting that development ofdemocracy and growth of the economy were crucial forMontenegro’s progress, and that by serious anddedicated work results could be achieved which wouldbe constructive and prosperous for citizens ofMontenegro. •   Vice President Simović received a delegation of theParliamentary Group for Cooperation with South EastEurope from the German Bundestag. With regard tosigning the Agreement, Vice President Simović saidthat Prime Minister Milo Đukanović laid the foundationfor the Agreement at the sitting of 27 January when theGovernment gained confidence. He made a wide offerto opposition parties for entering the Government, andtaking a part of responsibility for organising theforthcoming elections in Montenegro. On the occasion,he emphasised that responsible political entitiesshould responsibly approach the final phase ofreaching the Agreement, and creating the ambiencewhere the next election cycle would be completelyundisputable. German parliamentarians expressedunequivocal willingness to support further reform andintegration steps of Montenegro.•   Members of the Committee on European IntegrationAzra Jasavić and Predrag Sekulić participated in the XIImeeting of the Conference of the ParliamentaryCommittees on European Integration/Affairs of theStates Participating in the Stabilization and Association

CALENDAR
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Process in South East Europe. The participantsdiscussed joint approach of the regional countries toeconomic development and progress, as well asrefugee crisis and its impact on the region. In addition,the COSAP dealt with the response of the region to theproblem of global terrorism.  
9 April•   Substitute member of the Permanent Delegation of theParliament of Montenegro to the ParliamentaryAssembly of the South-East European CooperationProcess SEECP Genci Nimanbegu participated in themeeting of the General Committee on SocialDevelopment, Education, Research and Science of theSEECP PA, held in Tirana. The meeting under the topic“Protection of child rights in migration flows - call forprotection of underage children in the South EastEuropean region - current issues regarding migrationflows in the region” covered the issue preoccupying theregion of the South East Europe, especially the SEECPmember states, and those on the “Western Balkansroute”.

16 April•   President of the Parliament of Montenegro RankoKrivokapić took part in the XIV Conference of Speakersof Parliaments of the Adriatic-Ionian Initiative, whichwas hosted by Speaker of the Croatian ParliamentŽeljko Reiner in Split. The conference was focused onchallenges of migrations, particularly with regard toresolving numerous challenges by the states of theAdriatic-Ionian Initiative. During the conference,President of the Parliament of Montenegro PresidentKrivokapić had meetings with his Croatian, Italian andSlovenian counterparts.
18 April•   Head of Delegation to the Parliamentary Assembly ofthe Council of Europe Predrag Sekulić, and membersMarija Maja Ćatović and Snežana Jonica participated inthe Spring Session of the Parliamentary Assembly ofthe Council of Europe, held in Strasbourg in the periodfrom 18 to 22 April.  •   President of the Parliament of Montenegro RankoKrivokapić received attendees of the prestigiousleadership development program of the GermanMarshall Fund. Krivokapić informed the attendeesabout the current political developments with an

emphasis on undertaken decisions and steps whichhave led to the current social and political state in thecountry. During the reception, they discussed strategicEuropean and Euro - Atlantic goals, noting thatpostulates of the rule of law must be respected in orderto meet each of them.   
20 April•   Vice-President of the Parliament of MontenegroMilutin Simović received the delegation of the Republicof Malta, headed by Jose A. Herrera, ParliamentarySecretary for Competitiveness and EconomicDevelopment of the Ministry for the Economy,Investment and Small Business. During the meetingbetween Vice President Simović and Herrera, it wasagreed on the need for further intensifying politicalcooperation and cooperation in the field of ourcountry’s accession to the European Union. Theinterlocutors concluded that relations of the twocountries so far represented a good foundation forfurther promotion of cooperation on all levels.•   Chair of the Committee on Human Rights andFreedoms Halil Duković took part in the conference“Law, Policy, Society, and Discrimination”, organised bythe institution of the Protector of Human Rights andFreedoms of Montenegro, with support by the KonradAdenauer Stiftung, the OSCE, and the Council ofEurope. The goal of the Conference was to open a widesocial campaign in fighting all forms of discrimination.

•   Member of the Parliament of Montenegro's PermanentDelegation to the NATO PA Obrad Mišo Stanišićparticipated in the Joint 91st Rose-Roth Seminar andSeminar of the Mediterranean and Middle East SpecialGroup (GSM) and the Sub-Committee on TransatlanticEconomic Relations of the NATO ParliamentaryAssembly, which was held in Morocco, from 20 to 22April. 
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22 April•   Committee on European Integration held a debate onthe topic of European integration in the Gymnasium“Tanasije Pejatović” in Pljevlja. Members of thedelegation spoke with participants on the EU idea, butalso on the current phase of Montenegro’s integrationto the EU. Delegation of the Committee on EuropeanIntegration was composed of MPs Nada Drobnjak, VukoRoćen and Danko Šarančić.
26 April•   Deputy Chair of the Committee on EuropeanIntegration Marija Maja Ćatović and members of theCommittee Azra Jasavić i Obrad Mišo Stanišić theMunicipality of Kotor, where they held a debate withstudents of grammar school “Kotor” and a meeting withrepresentatives of the Municipality. Europeanperspective of Montenegro and cross-border projectsimplemented by the Municipality of Kotor werediscussed.  •   Chair and member of the Gender Equality CommitteeNada Drobnjak and Nikola Gegaj participated in theAnnual Regional Conference of WomenParliamentarians, held in Tirana, from 26 to 28 April.The conference was held within panels: “Strengtheningthe role of Women in Politics, Parliament and LocalGovernance”, “Strengthening the role of Women inCentral Governance”, “The role of Women in thedemocratisation of society” and “Strengthening the roleof Women in the Economy”. 
27 April•   President of the Parliament of Montenegro RankoKrivokapić received representatives of the negotiatingteam of former workers of Aluminium Plant Podgorica.Krivokapić reminded that the Parliament adopted theLaw on settling obligations towards the workers ofAluminium Plant who retired early due to bankruptcyof the company. This Law prescribes that workers ofKAP, who had not been given adequate severance payprior to retirement, shall be entitled to severance pay.Furthermore, it was prescribed that the amount of theseverance pay would be defined in accordance with thecurrent social programme made for workers of KAP.President Krivokapić advised the negotiating team offormer workers of KAP to address the PublicProsecution Office, and to point out the intention of

non-compliance with the law of the state of Montenegroby those who are obliged to honour and enforce the law.

28 April•   President of the Parliament of Montenegro RankoKrivokapić received the delegation of the Committee onEuropean Union Policies of the Italian Senate headedby Senator Vannino Chiti. Senator Vannino Chitiemphasised the importance of this visit particularlywith regard to the contribution of President Krivokapićin finding constructive solutions to organising free andfair elections. As the crown of these efforts came thesigning of the Agreement on Creating Conditions forFree and Fair Elections, after five months of extensivework in building preconditions which would result inthe free will of citizens in the election process. Theinterlocutors discussed forms of cooperation thatneeded to be developed, particularly the area of Energy,Science and Culture.   •   Deputy Chair of the Committee on EuropeanIntegration Marija Maja Ćatović and members ObradMišo Stanišić, Predrag Sekulić, Vuk Roćen and GenciNimanbegu met with delegation of the Committee onEuropean Union Policies of the Italian Senate. Theydiscussed the possibility of further development ofinterparliamentary cooperation, the actual Proposal fora law on the implementation of the Agreement onCreating Conditions for Free and Fair Elections, as wellas other political issues in Montenegro. 
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