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Dear readers,We present to you the key information on activitiesof the Parliament of Montenegro in the period from1 to 31 July, which is, in the form of monthlynewsletter “Open Parliament”, prepared byParliamentary Service.During July, the twelfth and the fourteenth sittingof the first ordinary session of the Parliament ofMontenegro in 2017 took place, as well as thethirteenth Special Sitting. During the twelfth andfourteenth sitting, nine laws were adopted. In July, Committees considered 27 proposals for alaw, 14 proposals for a decision and performedother activities within their oversight role.In focus of this month’s newsletter is the meetingof the President of the Parliament of Montenegrowith the President of the European ParliamentAntonio Tajani, who paid a visit to the Parliamenton 18 July. The newsletter is published monthly through whichthe Parliament endeavours to bring its work closerto Montenegrin citizens. We consider thispublication to be very significant as a reliablesource of information regarding the work of theParliament and we hope that you will find it useful.We remain open to your comments andsuggestions, as well as criticism, which can help usbring more quality to our work.
respectfully,

parliamentary service

at the 12th sitting of the first ordinary session of the
parliament of montenegro in 2017, members of theParliament adopted: Law on Amendments to the Law on TaxAdministration; Law on Amendments to the Law on PrimaryEducation, Law on Amendments to the General Law onEducation, Law on Amendments to the Law on VocationalEducation, Law on Amendments to the Law on AdultEducation, Law on Amendments to the Law on Education ofChildren with Special Educational Needs, Law onAmendments to the Law on Gymnasium; Law onAmendments to the Law on Preschool Education and the Lawon Amendments to the Law on the regularisation of informalstructures.

at the fourteenth sitting of the first ordinary - spring
session of the parliament of montenegro in 2017, the MPsadopted 2016 Performance Report of the State Commissionfor the Control of Public Procurement Procedures; 2016Status Report on the Insurance Market in Montenegro; 2016Annual Report of the National Mechanism for Prevention ofTorture; Opinion with the proposal for a reply to theConstitutional Court of Montenegro with regard to theInitiative for launching the procedure of the constitutionalreview of a provision of Article 78a of the Law onAmendments to the Law on Public Enforcement Officers(Official Gazette of Montenegro, No 22/17); Opinion with theproposal for a reply to the Constitutional Court of Montenegrowith regard to the Proposal for the constitutional review of aprovision of Article 1 paragraph 2 point 2 of the Law onAmendments to the Law on Free Access to Information(Official Gazette of Montenegro, No 30/17); Opinion with theproposal for a reply to the Constitutional Court of Montenegrowith regard to the Proposal for launching the procedure ofthe constitutional review of the Law on Ratification of the
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North-Atlantic Treaty and the Protocol to the North-AtlanticTreaty on the Accession of Greece and Turkey (Official Gazetteof Montenegro – International treaties, No 4/17); and Opinionwith the proposal for a reply to the Constitutional Court ofMontenegro with regard to the Initiative for launching theprocedure of the constitutional review of a provision of Article78 paragraph 2, for the following part: "years of service" ofthe Labour Law (Official Gazette of Montenegro, No 49/08,59/11, 66/12 and 31/14) and of a provision of the Article 15paragraph 1 point 4 of the Law on Public Sector Salaries(Official Gazette of Montenegro, No 16/16, 83/16 and 21/17).
Prime Minister’s Questions and MPs’ Questions

at the thirteenth special sitting of the first ordinary
session of the parliament of montenegro in 2017, withinthe item Prime Minister’s Questions and MPs’ Questions,Prime Minister of Montenegro and members of theGovernment answered the questions posed by MPs. ThePrime Minister was posed three questions, while ministerswere posed 26 questions.

Proposals for law deliberated in committees

•    proposal for a law on amendments to the law on the
regularisation of informal structures was consideredand proposed to the Parliament for adoption by theLegislative Committee and the Committee on Tourism,Agriculture, Ecology and Spatial Planning. 

•    proposal for the law on amendments to the law on
tax administration was considered and proposed to theParliament for adoption by the Committee on Economy,Finance and Budget. 

•    proposal for a law on amendments to the law on
primary education was considered and proposed to theParliament for adoption by Legislative Committee and theCommittee on Education, Science, Culture and Sports. 

•    proposal for a law on amendments to the general
law on education was considered and proposed to theParliament for adoption by the Legislative Committee andthe Committee on Education, Science, Culture and Sports. 

•    proposal for a law on amendments to the law on
Vocational education was considered and proposed tothe Parliament for adoption by the Legislative Committeeand the Committee on Education, Science, Culture andSports. 

•    proposal for a law on amendments to the law on
adult education was considered and proposed to theParliament for adoption by the Legislative Committee andthe Committee on Education, Science, Culture and Sports. 

•    proposal for a law on amendments to the law on
education of Children with special educational needswas considered and proposed to the Parliament foradoption by the Legislative Committee and the Committeeon Education, Science, Culture and Sports.

•    proposal for a law on amendments to the law on
gymnasium was considered and proposed to theParliament for adoption by the Legislative Committee andthe Committee on Education, Science, Culture and Sports. 

•    proposal for a law on amendments to the law on
preschool education was considered and proposed tothe Parliament for adoption by the Legislative Committeeand the Committee on Education, Science, Culture andSports. 

•    proposal for a law on the market of agricultural
products was considered and proposed to the Parliamentfor adoption by the Legislative Committee and theCommittee on Tourism, Agriculture, Ecology and SpatialPlanning. 

•    proposal for a law on ratification of the additional
protocol to the Council of europe Convention on the
prevention of terrorism was considered and proposedto the Parliament for adoption by the LegislativeCommittee and the Committee on International Relationsand Emigrants. 

•    proposal for a law on ratification of the protocol on
pollutant release and transfer registers wasconsidered and proposed to the Parliament for adoptionby the Legislative Committee and the Committee onInternational Relations and Emigrants. 

•    proposal for a law on amendments to the law on Civil
procedure was considered and proposed to theParliament for adoption by the Legislative Committee andthe Committee on Political System, Judiciary andAdministration. 

•    proposal for a law on the army of montenegro wasconsidered and proposed to the Parliament for adoptionby the Legislative Committee and the Security and DefenceCommittee. 
•    proposal for a law on amendments to the law on

energy was considered and proposed to the Parliamentfor adoption by the Legislative Committee and theCommittee on Economy, Finance and Budget. 
•    proposal for a law on services was considered andproposed to the Parliament for adoption by the LegislativeCommittee. 
•    proposal for a law on amendments to the law on

misdemeanours was considered and proposed to theParliament for adoption by the Committee on PoliticalSystem, Judiciary and Administration and the LegislativeCommittee. 
•    proposal for a law on the prevention of Violence and

misbehavior at sports events was considered andproposed to the Parliament for adoption by the Committeeon Education, Science, Culture and Sports and theLegislative Committee. 
•    proposal for a law on Chemicals was considered andproposed to the Parliament for adoption by the Committeeon Tourism, Agriculture, Ecology and Spatial Planning andthe Legislative Committee.
•    proposal for a law on amendments to the law on

Construction products was considered and proposed tothe Parliament for adoption by the Committee on Tourism,Agriculture, Ecology and Spatial Planning and theLegislative Committee. 
•    proposal for a law on amendments to the excise lawwas considered and proposed to the Parliament foradoption by the Committee on Economy, Finance and
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Budget and the Legislative Committee. 
•    proposal for a law on amendments to the law on

Value added tax was considered and proposed to theParliament for adoption by the Committee on Economy,Finance and Budget and the Legislative Committee. 
•    proposal for a law on ratification of the agreement

between the government of montenegro and
government of the republic of portugal on Double
taxation avoidance and prevention of income tax
evasion was considered and proposed to the Parliamentfor adoption by the Legislative Committee. 

•    proposal for a law on amendments to the law on
travel Benefits for persons was considered andproposed to the Parliament for adoption by the Committeeon Health, Labour and Social Welfare and the LegislativeCommittee. 

•    proposal for a law on amendments to the law on
social and Child Welfare was considered and proposedto the Parliament for adoption by the Committee on Health,Labour and Social Welfare and the Legislative Committee. 

•    proposal for a law on supplement to the Bankruptcy
law was considered and proposed to the Parliament foradoption by the Legislative Committee. 

•    proposal for a law on old royal Capital was consideredand proposed to the Parliament for adoption by theLegislative Committee and the Committee on PoliticalSystem, Judiciary and Administration. The same proposalwas considered by the Committee on Economy, Financeand Budget, partly under its area of competence, which hassubmitted its opinion to the Committee on Political System,Judiciary and Administration. 
Proposals for other acts deliberated in committees

•    proposal for a Decision on Dismissal and election of
one member of the Constitutional Committee of the
parliament of montenegro was determined by theAdministrative Committee. 

•    proposal for a Decision on Dismissal and election of
one member of the legislative Committee of the
parliament of montenegro was determined by theAdministrative Committee. 

•    proposal for a Decision on Dismissal of one member
and election of two members of the Committee on
education, science, Culture and sports of the
parliament of montenegro was determined by theAdministrative Committee. 

•    proposal for a Decision on Dismissal and election of
one member of the Committee on european
integration of the parliament of montenegro wasdetermined by the Administrative Committee. 

•    proposal for a Decision on Dismissal and election of
one member of the Committee on political system,
Judiciary and administration of the parliament of
montenegro was determined by the AdministrativeCommittee. 

•    proposal for a Decision on Dismissal and election of
one member of the Committee on tourism,
agriculture, ecology and spatial planning of the
parliament of montenegro was determined by the

Administrative Committee. 
•    proposal for a Decision on the appointment of one

representative of the parliament of montenegro to the
senate of the old royal Capital was determined by theAdministrative Committee.

•    proposal for a Decision on nominating one member
of the Commission for ranking the candidate for the
member of the Committee of the energy regulatory
agency Committe was determined by the AdministrativeCommittee. 

•    proposal for a Decision on the amendments to the
rules of procedure of the parliament of montenegrowas considered and proposed to the Parliament foradoption by the Committee on Political System, Judciiaryand Administration and the Legislative Committee. 

•    proposal for a Decision on the election of a member
of the Council of the insurance supervision agencywas determined by the Administrative Committee. 

•    proposal for a Decision on appointment of a member
of the state audit institution was determined by theCommittee on Economy, Finance and Budget. 

•    proposal for a Decision on the election of one member
of the security and Defence Committee of the
parliament of montenegro was determined by theAdministrative Committee.

•    proposal for a Decision on Dismissal of one member
and election of Chair and one member of the
Committee on economy, finance and Budget of the
parliament of montenegro was determined by theAdministrative Committee. 

•    proposal for a Decision on the election of one member
of the Committee on health, labour and social Welfare
of the parliament of montenegro was determined by theAdministrative Committee. 

Other activities of working bodies

•    At the ninth meeting of the security and Defence
Committee, held on 17 July, the Committee wasacquainted with the contents of the Final Report on theaudit of "Management and disposal of state property usedby the Ministry of Defence".

•    At the twelfth meeting of the Committee on
international relations and emigrants, of 21 July, theCommitee held a control hearing of Director of theDiaspora Administration Predrag Mitrović on the topic“Activities of the Diaspora Administration in the field ofimplementation of the government’s policy of cooperationwith emigrants”.
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•    At the 21st meetting of the Committee on economy,
finance and Budget, held on 10 July, members of theCommittee considered the 2016 Performance Report ofthe Investment and Development Fund. At the 22nd meeting of 25 July, the Committee consideredand decided to propose to the Parliament to adopt theProposal for 2017-2020 Fiscal Strategy of Montenegro, aswell as the 2016 Status Report on the insurance market inMontenegro and the 2016 Performance Report of theCommission for the Control of Public ProcurementProcedures. At the 23rd meeting, held on 26 July, members of theCommittee determined the Proposal for a Decision onappointment of a member of the State Audit Institution anddecided to propose to the Parliament of Montenegro tonominate applicant Radule Žurić as a member of the StateAudit Institution.

•    At the ninth meeting  of the Committee on human rights
and freedoms, 11 July, the Committee considered:Strategy for the Social Inclusion of Roma and Egyptians inMontenegro 2016-2020 with the 2017 Action Plan for theImplementation of the Strategy and 2016 Report on theImplementation of the Action Plan, Strategy for theIntegration of Persons with Disabilities in Montenegro2016-2020 with 2016/2017 Action Plan for theImplementation of the Strategy and the Strategy for theProtection of Persons with Disabilities from Discriminationand the Promotion of Equality 2017-2021 with 2017 and2018 Action Plan with the Memorandum from NGO ofPersons with disabilities, of 23 June 2017.At the tenth meeting, 24 July, the Committee consideredand supported the 2016 Annual Report of the NationalMechanism for Prevention of Torture with the Report onwork conditions and treatment of security officers at theInstitution for Enforcement of Criminal Sanctions.

•    At the tenth meeting of the administrative Committee,on 5 July, the Committee determined six proposals for adecision, and decided to propose to the Parliament that MPBranka Tanasijević be dismissed as the member of theConstitutional Committee of the Parliament ofMontenegro, and MP Danijel Živković be elected as themember of the Constitutional Committee of the Parliamentof Montenegro; that MP Predrag Sekulić be dismissed asthe member of the Legislative Committee of the Parliamentof Montenegro, and MP Danijel Živković be elected as themember of the Legislative Committee of the Parliament of

Montenegro; that MP Sanja Vlahović be dismissed as themember of the Committee on Education, Science, Cultureand Sports of the Parliament of Montenegro, MP RaduleNovović be elected as the Chair of the Committee onEducation, Science, Culture and Sports of the Parliamentof Montenegro, and MP Branka Tanasijević as the memberof the Committee; that MPs Sanja Vlahović and AndrijaNikolić be dismissed as the members of the Committee onEuropean Integration of the Parliament of Montenegro,and MPs Petar Ivanović and Nikola Rakočević be electedas the members of the Committee on European Integrationof the Parliament of Montenegro; that MP Bogdan Fatić bedismissed as the member of the Committee on PoliticalSystem, Judiciary and Administration of the Parliament ofMontenegro, and MP Danijel Živković be elected as themember of the Committee on Political System, Judiciaryand Administration of the Parliament of Montenegro; thatMPs Sanja Vlahović be dismissed as the member of theCommittee on Tourism, Agriculture, Ecology and SpatialPlanning of the Parliament of Montenegro, and MP BogdanFatić be elected as the member of the Committee onTourism, Agriculture, Ecology and Spatial Planning of theParliament of Montenegro.At the eighth meeting, held on 17 July, the Committeedecided to propose to the Parliament of Montenegro toappoint MP Daliborka Pejović as a representative of theParliament of Montenegro to the Senate of the Old RoyalCapital, as well as to nominate Bojan Đakonović as amember of the Commission for ranking the candidate forthe member of the Committee of the Energy RegulatoryAgency Committee.At the twelfth meeting of 25 July, the Committee decidedto propose to the Parliament of Montenegro to giveapproval that criminal proceedings could be initiatedagainst Milan Knežević, Milutin Đukanović, Marina Jočićand Branko Radulović, members of the Parliament ofMontenegro, following the Request of the Basic PublicProsecutor’s Office in Podgorica, No 230/17 of 21 July2017, for the criminal offense - Violent Conduct underArticle 399 of the Criminal Code of Montenegro. At the eleventh meeting, the Committee determined theProposal for the decision on the election of a member ofthe Council of the Insurance Supervision Agency anddecided to propose to the Parliament of Montenegro toappoint Hamid Kujević as member of the Council of theInsurance Supervision Agency.At the thirteenth meeting held on 27 July, the Committeedecided to propose to the Parliament of Montenegro todismiss MP Predrag Sekulić from his duty of a member andelect him as a chair of the Committee on Economy, Financeand Budget of the Parliament of Montenegro, and also toelect MP Mićo Orlandić as a member of this Committee; toelect MP Mićo Orlandić as a member of the Committee onHealth, Labour and Social Welfare of the Parliament ofMontenegro; and to elect MP Mićo Orlandić as a memberof the Security and Defence Committee of the Parliamentof Montenegro.
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NEWS FROM PARLIAMENT
Meeting of Secretaries General of Parliaments of Western Balkan Countries in WarsawSecretary General of the Parliament of MontenegroAleksandar Jovićević participated on 12- 13 July atthe Forum of Secretaries General of Parliaments ofWestern Balkan Countries that was held in Warsaw. Themeeting was organised by the National DemocraticInstitute (NDI), within the Initiative for strengtheninglegislation of the Western Balkan countries, incooperation with the Parliament of Poland.The key topics of the meeting were related to thecapacity building of parliamentary legislative andresearch services, the work of specialised parliamentarygroups established for dealing with particular issues andassistance to MPs, and the application of new technologiesfor more efficient management of parliamentaryinformation and improvement of the transparency ofparliament's work.In the opening part of the meeting, Secretaries Generalof the parliaments of the countries of the region brieflypresented political developments, as well as legislativeinitiatives and events that marked the work of theirparliaments during the past year. The participants had theopportunity to get more acquainted with the structureand work of the Legislative Service of the Lower House ofthe Polish Parliament, including the preparation of expertopinions and provision of legal and technical support atthe meetings of working bodies. In addition, the novelties,results, challenges and the best practices in the field ofparliamentary research were presented, especialy thebudget analysis. Secretaries General provided concreteexamples and exchanged views on further directions forthe development of this important segment of support toMPs in the exercise of their legislative and supervisionrole.

Representatives of services of regional parliamentsalso discussed various issues of the application ofinformation technologies and developing an efficient andsustainable concept of electronic parliament, as well asthe transparency of parliamentary work, which has beenconstantly improving in the parliaments of the countriesin the region.

The meeting in Warsaw was an opportunity for theSecretaries General and representatives of services ofparliaments of Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kosovo,Macedonia, Serbia, Montenegro and Poland to exchangeviews and experiences on various administrative andfinancial challenges that have been constantly arising inthe work of parliamentary administrations.Regional Forum of Secretaries General is part of theNDI Initiative for Strengthening the Legislation of theWestern Balkan Countries, which aims to supportparliaments in strengthening legislative, oversight andrepresentative capacities. The Warsaw Forum was theeighth meeting of the Secretaries General under theauspices of this Initiative, funded by the NationalEndowment for Democracy.

association of secretaries general of parliaments. “The ASGP was constituted as a consultative body of theInter-Parliamentary Union aimed at facilitating personal contacts between the offices of the secretaries general of allparliaments regardless of whether the parliament is a member of the Inter-Parliamentary Union or not. The task of the ASGP is to study the law, procedures, practices and working methods of various parliaments and topropose measures for improving these methods and for ensuring cooperation between the services of variousparliaments. The ASGP also supports the Inter-Parliamentary Union upon its request regarding the issues that fallwithin the scope of competences of the ASGP.The Secretary General of the Parliament of Montenegro is a member of this association.”1

PARLIAMENTARY GLOSSARY

1 Doc. dr Komar, Olivera, Prof. dr Ivana Jelić, Nataša Komnenić, Irena Mijanović, Jelena Radonjić, Vlatko Šćepanović, Parlamentarni leksikon, Podgorica,Skupština Crne Gore 2016, p. 176-177.
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NEWS FROM PARLIAMENT

President of the Parliament presents the 13th July awardsPresident of the Parliament of Montenegro IvanBrajović presented on 12 July the 13th July awardsfor 2017.Jury for awarding the 13th July awards composed of:President Gojko Kastratović, and members IlijaVujošević, Igor Lakić, Miomir Vojinović and AsimDizdarević reached the Decision about the winners for2017, as follows:• Miodrag Šćepanović, sculptor, for two soloexhibitions in the previous two years;• Phd David Kalaj, for special results for theprevious two years;• Phd Svetozar Savić, for the monograph"Montenegrin ampelography".Speech by President of the Parliament of MontenegroIvan Brajović on the occasion of ceremoniouspresentation of the 13th July awards.“If there is a moment, a day and a fateful hour whichgathers Montenegrins, with all their primal differences innational, religious and culture sense - it is the 13th July. Ifthere is a date which gathers all generations from theyoungest to the oldest, with all their differences in theexistential, class and ideological sense - that is, certainly,the 13th July. If there is a date that all citizens of the northand south, the east and west, are proud of, that is, withoutdoubt, the 13th July.13. The 13th July is not only a date but paradigm of theMontenegrin free nation and the Montenegrin free citizen.That is a thread woven through traditional and modernMontenegro.The vision that unites a war-time and a peacefulMontenegro. The altar to whom belong all those whovalue more their homeland than their small interests.Agora where the knights of the round table do not sit, butthe far-sighted people who believe in work, progress andthe future.13. The 13th July is a legend and a myth that we havelived since 1878 when we gained a confirmation of ourindependence at the Berlin Congress, and that was noteven contested! Who gave us that confirmation and whois contesting it - Prince Nikola Petrović and Montenegroof that time, wounded in another exhausting war,wondered? We had it, and great powers verified it. Andwho was able to ask and say that except the one who wasfree. And Montenegro was free back then and today also.But also on the 13th July when it said NO to outstretchedhand of fascism and became a beacon of national-liberation resistance and rebellion among the Slovenian,European and world nations.Far from the fact that Montenegrin historical decisionswere always correct, but they were, at the most important

moments, fundamental and advanced. Primarily in theFirst and the Second World War. However, it is not any lesshistorically correct decision of Montenegro to stay asideduring the delirious break-up of the SFRY, and evenexistentially shaken and unstable, it became a refuge anda home to tens of thousands of refugees from the war-tornYugoslav territory. It is true that we were not burning inthe heat of the Balkan hell, but we were choking in thesmoke. Or, I can proudly emphasise the importantdecision of 1999, when Montenegro was again savedbetween two fires - retrogressive closeness and gallopingglobalisation. And again, Montenegro provided a shelterand a home to thousands of refugees  and proved to be abenevolent partner to the world powers. Back then andalso now I have been saying that in every occasion andchallenge we have to be awakened, and not passionate.From that sown seed, nowadays, we are harvesting thefruit  in Euro-Atlantic integrations.On all Montenegrin paths, the clear ones and the vagueones, there were people who knew how.  Who said whereto go.  Who, sooner or later, suffered or were rewarded fortheir views and visions.  Who were restrained ormotivated in their actions and deeds.  It depends on theperson and the deed. But then there were those who were,who are, and who will be a mirror and a guidepost of theprogressive Montenegro. Scions of old olive and oak treeson whose roots burgeon the sprouts of the modernMontenegro. The intellectual and the workers’Montenegro. The modern and the timeless Montenegro.Today they have been rewarded. Yesterday others were.Tomorrow the third ones will be... But all of them knowwell that to take the 13th July Award means to carry themark of Montenegro. To carry the burden of challengesand decisions... And I am glad that precisely these people:Miodrag Šćepanović, David Kalaj, and Svetozar Savićbecame the remarkables of the remarkable Montenegro.I dare say that the work on enlightenment is thegreatest task of a society. Culture, science and art make acountry recognisable, they leave a permanent testimonyof the spirit of one time, talents of one region.  Nationswith science and art highly ranked in their societiesproudly maintain their identities, but at the same timehave visionary orientation towards the futuredevelopment of their societies.  A more enlightenedMontenegro would be an even more desirable home forall its citizens.In that name, I thank the winners of the 13th JulyAward for creating among us, I congratulate them andwish them a long artistic and scientific work andcontribution to the long and prosperous progress ofMontenegro in the 21st century“.
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IN FOCUS
President of the Parliament of Montenegro met with the President of the European

Parliament  Antonio TajaniPresident of the Parliament of Montenegro IvanBrajović hosted on 18 July the President of theEuropean Parliament Antonio Tajani.The interlocutors exchanged views on the reformprocess, political and economic situation, and dynamics ofthe European path of our country, which was of greatimportance for the stability of the Western Balkans.The first visit of the President of the EuropeanParliament to Montenegro is a confirmation of theextraordinary relations of the Parliament of Montenegrowith the European Parliament and a clear sign that thecountry has been achieving significant results on theinternal and international plan, the President of theParliament of Montenegro, Mr Ivan Brajović, stressed.

The interlocutors agreed that NATO membership wasa prerequisite for smooth economic development, strongerinflow of foreign investments and strong impetus to ourintegration process into the European Union.Stressing the good progress that our country hascontinuously realised in terms of European integration, thePresident of the European Parliament said thatMontenegro was important for the stability of the Balkans,and that as a state of multiethnic harmony, it has beenrecognised for its good neighborly politics. 

He particularly emphasised the importance ofeconomic cooperation between Montenegro and the

Member States of the European Union, which would bepaid special attention to in the upcoming period.

Referring to the non-participation of the opposition inthe work of the Parliament and its working bodies,President Tajani stressed that it was important for theEuropean Union that elections were held in a regularmanner and in a democratic atmosphere, as confirmed byall international observers. He pointed out that it was notup to the European Union to interfere in internal affairs inMontenegro, and that the opposition should make its ownchoice in its next steps.President Brajović stressed that the Parliament hasworked very intensively, that the committees have beenmeeting constantly and discussed important lawsregarding overall reforms, which would further strengthenMontenegro's position on the path to the European Union.We will continue with democratic and reform path, byimproving the legislative framework and strengthening thework of institutions, through the acceptance of the bestinternational standards, Mr Brajović pointed out.The meeting was attended by the Vice-President of theParliament of Montenegro, Mr Genci Nimanbegu, MP MrAdrijan Vuksanović, Chairperson of the Committee onEuropean Integration, as well as the Head of the EuropeanUnion Delegation to Montenegro, Mr Aivo Orav.
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FROM THE HISTORY OF 
MONTENEGRIN PARLIAMENTARISM 

ConstitUtion of the soCialist
repUBliC of montenegro of 1963

Constitution of the socialist republic of
montenegro of 1963

article 132

the assembly shall comprise the
republic Chamber as a chamber of

delegates of the citizens in the
communes; and the economic Chamber,
the Chamber of education and Culture,

the Chamber of social Welfare and
health, and the organizational-political

Chamber as chambers of delegates of the
working people in the working

communities. 

article 133

the republic chamber shall have 70
deputies, while working community

chambers shall have 46 mps each. mps
shall be elected in the ratio of one deputy

to an equal number of inhabitants, as
delegates of one or several communes. 

article 134

the deputies of the republic Chamber

shall be elected by the communal
assemblies and citizens directly. the

deputies to the chambers of the
assembly which represent working
communities shall be elected by the

communal assemblies. the candidates
for membership to the republic

Chamber shall be nominated by the
citizens at their meetings of the

electorate or by groups of citizens, and
the candidates for membership to the

various chambers representing the
working communities shall be

nominated by the working people in the
working communities depending on

their field of work. 

article 135

every citizen with the right to suffrage is
entitled to be elected as a member of the

republic chamber.
every working man or member of an
organ of management of a working

organization or working community in
the corresponding field of work, every
member of an organ of management of

an association of working organizations,
and every trade-union officer in the
corresponding field of work shall be
eligible to election to the economic

Chamber, the Chamber of education and
Culture, and the Chamber of social

Welfare and health. (...)

1 Crnogorski ustavi 1905-2005, Podgorica, NIU Službeni list Republike Crne Gore 2005, str. 180-181
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3 July•   President of the Parliament of Montenegro IvanBrajović hosted the Speaker of the Assembly of theRepublic of Macedonia Talat Xhaferi. Visit toMontenegro is the first international officialparliamentary visit of the Speaker of the Assembly aftertaking office. The interlocutors emphasised thatMontenegro and Macedonia have a meaningfulcooperation in various fields and have encouragedfurther development and increasing of cooperation,primarily in the area of economy, where there was stillplenty of oportunity. It was agreed that today's visit, atthe very beginning of the term of office of the SpeakerXhaferi, was great contribution to further strengtheningof inter-parliamentary cooperation, which developedexcellently, both within the Friendship Group, andbetween Committees, with the belief that in theforthcoming period would develop new, practicalmodels that would further improve at all levels.•   Members of the Security and Defence Committee LuiđLjubo Škrelja, Marta Šćepanović, Miodrag Vuković,Milorad Vuletić and Branko Čavor met with thedelegation of the Assembly of the Republic ofMacedonia, headed by the Speaker of the AssemblyTalat Xhaferi. Euro-Atlantic integrations of Montenegroand Macedonia were in the focus of today's meeting oftwo delegations and exchange of experiences in thecontext of reforms necessary for EU and NATOmembership.•   Chair of the Committee on International Relations andEmigrants Andrija Nikolić wished success in the workof the newly appointed Ambassador of the UnitedKingdom to Montenegro Alison Kemp, and thanked forthe continued support of the official London, at allstages of the recent political history of Montenegro.Although in the process of leaving the European Union,the United Kingdom, according to Ambassador Kemp,will continue to be a strong partner to the Union, butalso to the countries of the region on the European path.Supporting this fact, the organisation of the Summit ofthe Western Balkans countries in London in 2018 hasalso been announced, strengthening political supportfor the European future of this region.•   Member of the Permanent Delegation in the NATOParliamentary Assembly Obrad Mišo Stanišićparticipated in the work of the 95th NATO PA Rose-RothSeminar, on the topic: "Towards a Secure and Stable

Ukraine and Black Sea Region", which took place from3 to 5 July in Kyiev. Several sessions took place on thefollowing topics: "Russia, NATO and the Black SeaRegion", "The Humanitarian and Military Situation inthe Donbas",  "The Political and Human Rights Situationin Crimea", "Ukraine’s Reform Agenda and InternalChallenges", "Ukraine, NATO and Integrity Building","Supporting Growth in the Black Sea Region", and"Political and Economic Situation in the Republic ofMoldova". 

•   Chair of the Friendship Group with the Assembly of theRepublic of Macedonia, Vice-President of theParliament of Montenegro, Genci Nimanbegu met withthe Speaker of the Assembly of the Republic ofMacedonia Talat Xhaferi. Interlocutors agreed that inthe upcoming period it was important to further workon the establishment of even better economic andcommercial relations between the two countries,especially with regard to cooperation in the field oftourism, as well as the improvement of the transportinfrastructure between the two countries. The meetingwas also attended by members of the Friendship Groupwith the Assembly of Macedonia, MPs Mirsad Murić,Branka Tanasijević and Maja Bakrač, while theMacedonian delegation, beside the Speaker Xhaferi, wascomposed of Members of the Sobranie, Dzevad Ademiand Maksim Dimitrievski.
5 July•   President of the Parliament of Montenegro IvanBrajović participated in the XXVI Annual Session of theOSCE (PA) Parliamentary Assembly. The OSCE PAAnnual Session, being held in Minsk, as a central themehas the strengthening of mutual trust and cooperationfor peace and development in the OSCE region. Duringnumerous bilateral meetings of the President of theParliament Ivan Brajović, at the OSCE PA AnnualSession in Minsk, an undivided opinion was expressedthat Montenegro was continuously leading a
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constructive policy on the internal and external plan,that it responsibly approached its obligations withregards to its membership in the internationalorganisations, and that the political system wasfunctioning smoothly, despite the opposition notparticipating in the work of the Parliament.
7 July•   Delegation of the Administrative Committee of theParliament of Montenegro, headed by the Chair of theCommittee Luiđ Škrelja met in the Croatian Parliamentwith Ante Sanader, Chairperson of the Elections,Appointments and Administration Committee of theCroatian Parliament and Žarko Tušek, Chairman of theCredentials and Privileges Commission of the CroatianParliament. The meeting was dedicated to the exchangeof experiences and examples of good practice in the partof the rights and obligations of MPs during their mandateand other issues within the competence of theAdministrative Committee, with a special emphasis onthe presence of MPs at the meetings of committees andsittings of the Parliament.•   Friendship Group of the Parliament of Montenegro withthe Grand National Assembly of the Republic of Turkey,held a meeting with the Ambassador of the Republic ofTurkey to Montenegro, H.E.  Serhat Galip. In addition totraditionally good relations at the political level,intensified economic cooperation between Montenegroand the Republic of Turkey has been welcomed at themeeting, which regarding the trade in goods has in thelast five months of the current year already reached thelast year's level of about EUR 72 million.

11 July•   President of the Parliament of Montenegro IvanBrajović hosted non-residential Ambassador of theCzech Republic Ivana Hlavsová, on a farewell visit.President Brajović stressed the importance ofimproving parliamentary cooperation at all levels, both

in the committees and in the friendship group, as wellas exchanging experiences regarding the process ofEuro-Atlantic and European integration, and remindedof the recent visit of the delegation of the Senate of theCzech Republic, which made a significant contributionto its further strengthening. 

•   President of the Parliament of Montenegro IvanBrajović hosted the President of the Republic ofBulgaria Rumen Radev. It is jointly noted that betweenMontenegro and Bulgaria there were possibilities forimprovement of bilateral cooperation in a number ofareas of mutual interest, with a special focus on theeconomic sector.
12 July•   President of the Parliament of Montenegro IvanBrajović presented the 13th July awards for 2017. Juryfor awarding the 13th July awards composed of:President Gojko Kastratović, and members  IlijaVujošević, Igor Lakić, Miomir Vojinović and AsimDizdarević reached the Decision about the winners for2017, as follows: Miodrag Šćepanović, sculptor, for twosolo exhibitions in the previous two years; David Kalaj,for special results for the previous two years; SvetozarSavić, for the monograph "Montenegrin ampelography". •   The Friendship Group of the Parliament of Montenegrowith the Parliament of Israel met with the non-residentAmbassador of Israel to Montenegro, based in Israel,H.E. Alona Fisher Kamm. At the meeting, willingnesswas expressed to intensify cooperation in the followingareas: economy, tourism, healthcare, defence, science,education and sports, and a plan of concrete jointactivities would be coordinated in the upcoming period.•   Secretary General of the Parliament of MontenegroAleksandar Jovićević participated at the Forum ofSecretaries General of Parliaments of Western BalkanCountries that was held in Warsaw. The key topics ofthe meeting were related to the capacity building ofparliamentary legislative and research services, the
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CALENDAR
work of specialised parliamentary groups establishedfor dealing with particular issues and assistance to MPs,and the application of new technologies for moreefficient management of parliamentary informationand improvement of the transparency of parliament'swork.

17 July•   Chair of the Security and Defence Committee ObradMišo Stanišić met with the Ambassador of the Republicof Croatia to Montenegro, H.E. Veselko Grubišić. Thereadiness to continue the successful cooperationbetween the two countries, both in the field ofEuropean integration and in all other fields, was jointlystated, with the assessment that all potential openissues should be addressed in the spirit of well-foundedgood neighborly relations.
18 July•   President of the Parliament of Montenegro IvanBrajović hosted the President of the EuropeanParliament Antonio Tajani. The interlocutors exchangedviews on the reform process, political and economicsituation, and dynamics of the European path of ourcountry, which was of great importance for the stabilityof the Western Balkans.•   Chair of the Committee on Health, Labour and SocialWelfare Suad Numanović and members of theCommittee Maja Bakrač, Halil Duković, and NedžadDrešević paid a working visit to the PI Senior Home“Grabovac” in Risan The goal of the visit was to informthe Committee members on the organisation andfunctioning of the Home and the living conditions of itsusers.

20 July•   President of the Parliament of Montenegro Ivan Brajovićpaid an official visit to Bosnia and Herzegovina, where

he had meetings with chairmen of the House ofRepresentatives and the House of Peoples of theParliamentary Assembly of Bosnia and Herzegovina,Šefik Džaferović and Bariš Čolak, as well as withmembers of the collegiums of the two houses of theParliamentary Assembly of Bosnia and Herzegovina -Chairman of the Council of Ministers of Bosnia andHerzegovina Denis Zvizdić, and with the member of thePresidency of Bosnia and Herzegovina BakirIzetbegović. During the meetings, it was concluded thatMontenegro and Bosnia and Herzegovina are anexample of neighbours with extraordinary politicalrelations and with no open issues, which is the best basisfor further economic development and consideration ofall other topics of interest to citizens of the twocountries. 
21 July•   Chair of the Gender Equality Committee Nada Drobnjaktook part in the conference "Women in Management inMontenegro - Support to leadership and professionaldevelopment of women in Montenegro”, organised bythe Union of Employers of Montenegro (UPCG) and theInternational Labour Organisation (ILO), in cooperationwith the Ministry of Labour and Social Welfare, Ministryof Human and Minority Rights, Directorate forDevelopment of Small and Medium Enterprises -Ministry of Economy, and Association ofBusinesswomen of Montenegro.

22 July•   President of the Parliament of Montenegro IvanBrajović participated in Cetinje at the regionalmeeting on "Regional Cooperation and Security" thathas brought together chairmen of the security anddefense committees and heads of foreign delegationsto the NATO Parliamentary Assembly from Albania,Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Macedonia, Sloveniaand Serbia.
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