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Dear readers,We present to you the key information on activitiesof the Parliament of Montenegro in the period from1 to 31 October, which is, in the form of monthlynewsletter “Open Parliament”, prepared byParliamentary Service.During October, the First, Second and Fifth Sittingof the Second Ordinary Session of the Parliament ofMontenegro in 2017 took place, as well as the Thirdand Fourth Special Sittings of the Second OrdinarySession. In October, committees considered 14 proposals fora law, and performed other activities within theiroversight role.In focus of this month’s newsletter is holding of theFourth Special Sitting on the occasion of TenthAnniversary of Promulgation of the Constitution ofMontenegro.The newsletter is published monthly through whichthe Parliament endeavours to bring its work closerto Montenegrin citizens. We consider thispublication to be very significant as a reliablesource of information regarding the work of theParliament and we hope that you will find it useful.We remain open to your comments andsuggestions, as well as criticism, which can help usbring more quality to our work.
respectfully,

parliamentary service

at the first sitting of the second ordinary (autumn)
session in 2017, MPs adopted the following:  Law onRatification of the Agreement between Montenegro and theRepublic of Portugal on Double Taxation Avoidance andPrevention of Income Tax Evasion, Law on Ratification of theParis Agreement and Law on Ratification of the Amendmentsto the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants,adopted at the sixth and seventh meeting of the signatoriesto the Convention.

at the second sitting of the second ordinary
(autumn) session in 2017, MPs adopted the following: Lawon Amendment to the Law on Restitution of the Taken AwayProperty Rights and Compensation, Law on Amendments tothe Customs Law, Law on Amendment to the Law on Audit ofEU Funds, Law on Amendment to the Law on Tax on Turnoverof used passenger motor vehicles, vessels, airplanes andaircrafts, Law on Amendments to the Law on Central Bank ofMontenegro, Law on Amendments to the Law on ForeignCurrent and Capital Operations, Law on Amendment andSupplements to the Law on Budget and Fiscal Responsibility,Law on Foreign Affairs, Law on Services, Law on Supplementto the Law on Consumer Protection, Law on Amendments tothe Law on Safety of Maritime Navigation, Law on Contractsfor Transportation in Road Traffic, Report on implementationof the Action Plan for 2014-2020 Regional DevelopmentStrategy in 2016, 2016 Status Report on the Energy Sector ofMontenegro and the Proposal for the Decision onamendments and supplement to the Decision on establishingthe Fund for Protection and Exercising of Minority Rights.

at the fifth sitting of the second ordinary session in
2017, MPs adopted the Law on Financial Leasing, Factoring,
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Debt Repurchase, Micro-crediting, and Credit and GuaranteeOperations and the Law on Amendments and Supplement tothe Law on Higher Education. Within the agenda itemElections and Appointments, the Parliament appointed theDeputy Secretary General Ms Marija Mirjačić.
fourth special sitting of the second ordinary session

in 2017 was held held in the Government House, Cetinje, onthe occasion of Tenth Anniversary of Promulgation of theConstitution of Montenegro. 
Prime Minister’s Questions and MPs’ QuestionsAt the Third Special Sitting of the Second Ordinary Sessionof the Parliament of Montenegro in 2017, within the item

Prime Minister’s Questions and MPs’ Questions, Prime Ministerof Montenegro and ministers in the Government answeredthe questions posed by MPs. The Prime Minister was posedfour questions, while the ministers were posed 48 questions. 
Proposals for law deliberated in committees

•    proposal for a law on amendments to the Customs
law was considered and proposed to the Parliament foradoption by the Committee on Economy, Finance andBudget. 

•    proposal for a law on Contracts for transportation in
road traffic was considered and proposed to theParliament for adoption by the Committee on Economy,Finance and Budget and the Legislative Committee. 

•    proposal for a law on amendments to the law on
Consumer protection was considered and proposed tothe Parliament for adoption by the Committee onEconomy, Finance and Budget and the LegislativeCommittee. 

•    proposal for a law on amendment to the law on tax
on turnover of used passenger motor vehicles,
vessels, airplanes and aircrafts was considered andproposed to the Parliament for adoption by the Committeeon Economy, Finance and Budget and the LegislativeCommittee. 

•    proposal for a law on foreign affairs was consideredand proposed to the Parliament for adoption by theCommittee on International Relations and Emigrants.
•    proposal for a law on  amendments to the law on

Central Bank of montenegro was considered andproposed to the Parliament for adoption by the LegislativeCommittee and the Committee on Economy, Finance andBudget. 
•    proposal for a law on amendments to the law on

foreign Current and Capital operations was consideredand proposed to the Parliament for adoption by theLegislative Committee and the Committee on Economy,Finance and Budget.
•    proposal for a law on amendment and supplements

to the law on Budget and fiscal responsibility wasconsidered and proposed to the Parliament for adoptionby the Legislative Committee and the Committee onEconomy, Finance and Budget. 

•    proposal for a law on the 2016 final Budget
statement of montenegro was considered and proposedto the Parliament for adoption by the LegislativeCommittee. The same proposal was considered by theSecurity and Defence Committee, within its capacity as aninterested committee, and thus submitted its opinion tothe Comittee on Economy, Finance and Budget.

•    proposal for a law on financial leasing, factoring,
Debt repurchase, micro-crediting, and Credit and
guarantee operations was considered and proposed tothe Parliament for adoption by the Committee onEconomy, Finance and Budget and the LegislativeCommittee.

•    proposal for a law on amendments to the law on
Customs service was considered and proposed to theParliament for adoption by the Legislative Committee. 

•    proposal for a law on ratification of the agreement
between the government of montenegro and
government of the republic of azerbaijan on
readmission (return and admission) of persons
residing without authorisation was considered andproposed to the Parliament for adoption by the LegislativeCommittee. 

•    proposal for a law on amendments to the law on
higher education was considered and proposed  to theParliament for adoption by the Legislative Committee andthe Committee on Education, Science, Culture and Sports. 

•    proposal for a law on ratification of the metre
Convention was considered and proposed to theParliament for adoption by the Legislative Committee. 

Other activities of working bodies

•    At the 34th meeting of the legislative Committee, on 16October, the Committee supported the Decision onamendments and supplement to the Decision onestablishing the Fund for Protection and Exercising ofMinority Rights.
•    At the 11th meeting held on 12 October, the security and

Defence Committee conducted consultative hearing ofmilitary and diplomatic representative of Montenegro –defence envoy, Colonel Ivan Mašulović, prior to hisassumption of office in the Republic of Croatia.
•    At the eighteenth meeting of the Committee on

international relations and emigrants, held on 26October, members of the Committee agreed on providingunanimous positive opinion for the candidate for aposition of Extraordinary and PlenipotentiaryAmbassador of Montenegro to the Russian Federation, ona residential basis in Moscow, Mr Ramiz Bašić.At the nineteenth meeting of the Committee, held on 26October, members of the Committee agreed on providingunanimous positive opinion on the proposal for thecandidate for the position of the AmbassadorExtraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Montenegro to theRepublic of Austria, on a residential basis, in Vienna, Mr
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Željko Perović.

At the twentieth meeting, held on the same day, membersof the Committee on International Relations and Emigrantsunanimously gave a positive opinion of the proposal thatMs Snežana Radović be the Ambassador Extraordinaryand Plenipotentiary of Montenegro to the Republic ofBulgaria, on a residential basis, in Sofia.
•    At the eleventh meeting of the Committee on european

integration, held on 12 October, the Committee membersagreed on the activity plan of the Committee for the FourthQuarter of 2017. They jointly assessed that the Committeewas performing an important role in the parliamentaryoversight of Montenegro’s accession to the EU, as well asin informing the Montenegrin public on the negotiationprocess and promoting it.

•    At the eleventh meeting of the Committee on human
rights and freedoms, held on 16 October, the Committeeunanimously endorsed the Proposal for the Decision onAmendments and Supplement to the Decision onEstablishing the Fund for Protection and Exercising ofMinority Rights, and proposed its adoption to theParliament.

•    At the 25th meeting of the Committee on economy,
finance and Budget, held on 2 October, the Committee

decided to propose to the Parliament the adoption of the2016 Status Report on the Energy Sector of Montenegro. At the 26th meeting of 12 October, the Committee decidedto propose to the Parliament to accept the Report on theimplementation of the Regional Development Strategy ofMontenegro 2014-2020, in 2016.
•    The Committee on health, labour and social Welfareheld its twelfth meeting on 17 October dedicated to themonth of breast cancer awareness.

•    At the sixth meeting  of the anti - Corruption Committee,on 16 October, the Committee unanimously adopted theDecision on initiating the procedure for the election ofmembers of the Commission for the conduct ing of electionof one member of the Council of the Agency for Preventionof Corruption. 
•    At the sixteenth meeting of the administrative

Committee, held on 6 October, members of the Committeegave consent to the Decision on amending the Statute ofthe Agency for Personal Data Protection and Free Accessto Information. In addition, the Committee adopted theDecision on amending the Decision on task complexitycoefficient in the Service of the Parliament of Montenegroas well as the Decision on amending the Decision ondetermining reimbursements for the work of science andexpert consultants. At the 17th meeting of 23 October, the Committee initiatedprocedure for the appointment of one member of theCouncil of the Radio and Television of Montenegro, bysending the Public Invitation to an authorised proposer -the Chamber of Economy of Montenegro and theAssociation of Employers which was represented in theSocial Council. In addition, the Committee establishedthree proposals for decisions, namely: Proposal for thedecision on dismissal and election of one member of theCommittee on European Integration of the Parliament ofMontenegro. It was proposed to dismiss MP Petar Ivanovićfrom the position of a member of the Committee forEuropean Integration of the Parliament of Montenegro,and to elect MP Momcilo Martinović; Proposal for thedecision on election of one member of the Committee onEducation, Science, Culture and Sports. It was proposed toelect MP Sanja Pavićević; Proposal for the decision onelection of one member of the Gender Equality Committeeof the Parliament of Montenegro. It was proposed to electMP Sanja Pavićević.
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NEWS FROM PARLIAMENT
Delegation of the Parliament of Montenegro paid a two-day visit to the Republic of SerbiaDelegation of the Parliament of Montenegro paid atwo-day bilateral official visit to the Republic ofSerbia, on 12-13 October, where they  met with the highestofficials of Serbia. The visit began with a meeting betweenthe President of the National Assembly Maja Gojković andthe President of the Parliament of Montenegro IvanBrajović. In the Serbian parliament, the delegation, which,in addition to President Brajović, consisted of MP RaduleNovović and Secretary General Aleksandar Jovićević, alsoheld meetings with the Parliamentary Friendship Groupand the Foreign Affairs Committee of the NationalAssembly of the Republic of Serbia. At the meetings withthe Prime Minister Ana Brnabić and the First DeputyPrime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs Mr IvicaDačić, the interlocutors noted that the communicationbetween Montenegro and Serbia was regular, meaningfuland of good quality, as well as that regional stability wasa precondition for accelerated economic development.The first day of the visit ended with conversation withnon-resident ambassadors who cover Montenegro fromBelgrade. The meeting was held in the representativebuilding of Montenegrin House, and key topics ofdiscussion were referring to the current politicaldevelopments in Montenegro, as well as relations with theWestern Balkans countries. President of the Parliament of

Montenegro Mr Ivan Brajović met the following day withPresident of the Republic of Serbia Mr Aleksandar Vučić,discussing with him numerous aspects of bilateralrelations, including the issues of European integration andeconomic cooperation, especially in the area ofinfrastructure connectivity. The visit continued with avisit to Montenegro’s General Consulate in SremskiKarlovci, and meetings with President of the Assembly ofthe Autonomous Province of Vojvodina István Pásztor andPresident of the Provincial Government Igor Mirović.Meeting with members of the Montenegrin Diaspora washeld in Petrovaradin Fortress, while exhibiting "Collectionof Paintings of the Parliament of Montenegro”.
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President of the Parliament of Montenegro received the Speaker of the National Council of
Slovakia Andrej DankoWhile meeting with the Speaker of the NationalCouncil of the Slovak Republic, Mr AndrejDanko, on 2 October, President Brajović emphasised thatSlovakia holds a special place in the recent history ofMontenegro, bearing in mind the role this country and itsofficials have had in restoring the independence ofMontenegro, as well as during the years that followed.Brajović added that all the more important was the firstvisit of the Speaker of the National Council of Slovakia toMontenegro since restoration of independence in 2006.Bearing in mind that Montenegro and Slovakia shareNATO membership, and that our country strives tobecome a member of the union of European people whereSlovakia already belongs, the interlocutors haveconcluded that common values make plenty of room forimproving cooperation in many areas. It was concludedthat the National Council was in many ways compatiblewith the Parliament of Montenegro, and thatparliamentary cooperation should be strengthened at thelevel of parliamentary bodies and friendship groups, aswell as through projects of strengthening administrative

capacities. Cooperation initiated in many areas, such aseducation, defence, tourism, should be intensified, whenit came to the relation between the two countries, andboth sides should also work to increase the volume oftrade in goods - the two presidents of parliaments agreed.In addition, there was a great interest in Slovakia forthis first parliamentary visit to our country, and therewere representatives of several Slovak media present inMontenegro.
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FROM THE HISTORY OF 
MONTENEGRIN PARLIAMENTARISM 

rules of procedure from 1975

article 463Parliamentary Service shall perform professional tasks andother tasks for the needs of the Parliament, Committees ofthe Parliament, and MPs in the Parliament.TheParliamentary Service shall perform the following duties:take part in preparing and organising sittings of theParliament, its Committees, provide professional opinionsrelated to the work and tasks of the working bodies,preparing work programmes and plans involving theParliament and its working bodies, monitoring theimplementation of the same; provide for unity in thelegislative process when it comes to its professionalism andmethodology, provide for and prepare documentation andother materials and data needed for the carrying out theduties of the Parliament and its working bodies, monitorand implement all the conclusions adopted by the workingbodies, prepare proposal acts and other materials asrequired by the working bodies and MPs, as well as performother professional, administrative and technical tasks asrequired by the Parliament, its workings bodies, and MPs. 
article 464  The Parliamentary service shall be unison in organising andperforming the tasks within their area of competence, andit shall be composed of independent professional services,council services, commission services of the Parliament, aswella s other services, in accordance with their tasksrequired by the Parliament and its working bodies. 
article 465The general management over the service of the Parliamentshall be provided for by the Secretary General. TheSecretary shall organise and harmonize the wotk of specificorganisational units of the Parliament when it comes toperforming their duties required by the Parliament, itsworking bodies, and MPs, as well as ensure unisonfunctioning of the services. The Secretary shall issue thefollowing working instructions ensuring: efficientperformance of the Parliamentary duties and the duties ofits working bodies, as well as work harmonization. He mayalso issue instructions involving the implementation of theRulebook, issued by the Presidnet of the Parliament. TheSecretary shall close of temporary service contracts andmanage other legal affairs of the Parliament. The SecretaryGeneral shall be held responsible to the Parliament for itswork and the work of the professional service.  

rules of procedure from 2013

rules of procedure from 2013

article 218Parliamentary Service shall perform professional tasks andother tasks for the needs of the Parliament, Committees ofthe Parliament, MPs in the Parliament and specific tasks forMP Groups.
article 219In performing tasks referred to in Article 218 of these Rulesof Procedure, the Parliamentary Service shall particularly:take part in preparing and organising sittings of theParliament, its Committees and Collegium of the Presidentof the Parliament;  perform professional and other tasks forthe needs of the President, Vice-President and SecretaryGeneral of the Parliament; draft wording of adopted lawsand prepare them for submission to the President ofMontenegro for promulgation and publication; produce thetexts of adopted acts and prepare them for publication inthe Official Gazette of Montenegro; produce reports ofCommittees; perform professional and other tasks relatedto referring of proposal acts and other materials that thePresident of the Parliament forwards to relevantCommittees of the Parliament and state authorities;prepare proposal acts and other materials as required bythe President, Vice-President, Committees and MPs;provide professional opinions as required by MPs,Committees and MP Groups for the need of carrying outtheir duties; perform professional and other tasks relatedto carrying out of international parliamentary cooperation;collect, process, keep, give for use and exchangeinformation-documentary materials required for work ofMPs, Committees and the Parliament; organise cooperationwith reporters and provide them materials for exercise oftheir rights and duties in respect of reporting on the workof the Parliament; edit and issue relevant informativepublications and audio records of the sittings of theParliament; prepare, sort and keep original laws, otherregulations and general acts adopted by the Parliament;perform tasks related to exercise of employment rights ofofficials in the Parliament, and civil servants and employeesin the Parliamentary Service;perform tasks related to officeadministration, accounting and material-financial tasks,typing and other administrative-technical tasks for theParliament, Committees, MPs, MP Groups andParliamentary Service; perform other professional,administrative and technical tasks as required by theParliament, President and Vice-Presidents of theParliament and Secretary General of the Parliament. 
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1 Poslovnik Skupštine SR Crne Gore, Novinska ustanova Službeni list Socijalističke Republike Crne Gore, Titograd, 1975,  str.148-149.
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IN FOCUS
Fourth Special Sitting was held on the occasion of Tenth Anniversary of Promulgation of

the Constitution of MontenegroFourth - Special Sitting of the Second Ordinary(Autumn) Session in 2017 was held on 20 Octoberin the Government House, Cetinje, on the occasion of TenthAnniversary of Promulgation of the Constitution ofMontenegro. President of the Parliament of MontenegroIvan Brajović addressed the guests, stressing the role andimportance of the first Montenegrin Constitution, whichat the beginning of the 20th century was of majorimportance for the modernisation and development of theMontenegrin state that back then was opening the door ofthe European family. A century later it has become onceagain the dominant course for Montenegrin citizens todemand from their politicians in order to build anindependent and autonomous path towards Euro-Atlanticand European integration, which is emphasised by thePreamble of the current Constitution. “Today we are celebrating 10 years of our latestConstitution in independent Montenegro, which has finallybecome a modern state that shares one fate with the mostpowerful countries of the NATO Alliance. It should benoted that Montenegro’s Constitution of 1946, whichreturned a sense of national identity to Montenegrins, hasalso a crucial importance for modern Montenegro. ThisConstitution has enabled universal suffrage to all adultcitizens, and guaranteed for the first time a full equality towomen when it comes to work and salary, as well as aspecial protection in employment. Much more developeddemocracy could envy us on this achievement”, President

Brajović said.MP Miodrag Vuković, Chairperson of the ConstitutionalCommittee of the Parliament of Montenegro, who was amember of the Constitutional Committee of theConstitutional Assembly of Montenegro in 2006, said in hisaddress that the tenth anniversary of new constitutionalityof Montenegro was being marked today, in conditionswhen Montenegro is already recognisable as democratic,mature, political, valued and partnering country, acceptedthroughout the international democratic community,encouraged on its road of uninterrupted efforts towardsthe full emancipation."Today we are not witnessing to the 10th anniversaryonly as a historical fact, we are also observing this date, andit is necessary and justifiable to do so, as something that isat the very least a fundamental legal and politicaldeterminant of our present and our unified Montenegrinfuture. Today we are able to witness the new historical riseof our country to the satisfaction of the citizens ofMontenegro, and with clear gratitude and support of ourfriends around the world. This date reminds that ten yearsago a strong constitutional legal basis for the newsuccesses of democratic Montenegro was made”, Vukovićsaid.All the attendees had the opportunity to see copies ofseveral Montenegrin constitutions, from the first oneadopted in independent Montenegro of 1905 up to thecurrent one of 2007. 
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reply “A Reply is a short oral answer which serves as a reaction to the speech of another participant in the debate.In the Parliament of Montenegro, a reply refers to the right of an MP to answer, or to ask for and be given the floor,during a parliamentary debate, if another MP mentioned him/her in his/her speech in the work of the sitting in anegative context, mentioning his/her name or function (the right to a reply). The President of the Parliament ofMontenegro gives floor to the MP immediately after the speech of the previous MP. If the negative expressions refer toa parliamentary group or a political group, the President or an authorised representative of the group has the right toa reply. The right to a reply also belongs to the proposer or representative of the proposer of the act that is the topic ofthe debate, as well as any other participant in the work of the sitting. The right to a reply may be used once, within athree minute period. A reply to a reply is not allowed, except if the President of the Parliament decides that thestatements made within the reply are insulting, so he/she can allow a further reply. ”1

PARLIAMENTARY GLOSSARY

1 Doc. dr Komar, Olivera, Prof. dr Ivana Jelić, Nataša Komnenić, Irena Mijanović, Jelena Radonjić, Vlatko Šćepanović, Parlamentarni leksikon, Podgorica,Skupština Crne Gore 2016, p. 280
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CALENDAR
2 October•   President of the Parliament of Montenegro Ivan Brajovićreceived the Speaker of the National Council of SlovakiaAndrej Danko. •   Head of the Friendship Group of the Parliament ofMontenegro and Parliament of the Federal Republic ofGermany and Vice President of the Parliament ofMontenegro Genci Nimanbegu met with KerstinRadomski, Member of German Bundestag. The meetingwas also attended by German Ambassador toMontenegro Hans Günther Mattern, Head of HumanResources Department in the Bundestag DanielaRosenthal, as well as members of the Friendship Groupof the Parliament of Montenegro and Parliament of theFederal Republic of Germany Miodrag Bobo Radunovićand Ervin Ibrahimović. The same day, President Brajovićmet with Bundestag MP Kerstin Radomski, where theinterlocutors stressed the importance of holding frequentpolitical dialogue of Montenegro and the FR of Germany,both at the level of parliamentary cooperation and overallrelations. 

3 October•   President of the Parliament of Montenegro Ivan Brajovićmet with Co-rapporteurs of the Parliamentary Assemblyof the Council of Europe (PACE) for the post-monitoringdialogue with Montenegro Ionut-Marian Stroe andAndrea Rigoni. Head of Montenegro’s Standing Delegationto PACE Predrag Sekulić also attended the meeting. Theaim of the visit by co-rapporteurs was to learn aboutactivities that our country has undertaken with regard tofulfilling recommendations and commitments defined inPACE’s Resolution 2030 (2015) “The honouring ofobligations and commitments by Montenegro”, which wasadopted by PACE in January of this year. Also Delegationhad separate meetings with MPs of the Parliament ofMontenegro Predrag Sekulić, Ervin Ibrahimović, RaškoKonjević and Momo Koprivica. 

4 October•   President Brajović received President of the Republic ofHungary János Áder. The meeting with HungarianPresident was attended by Vice Presidents of theParliament of Montenegro Branimir Gvozdenović andGenci Nimanbegu. Brajović stressed the importance offurther strengthening of parliamentary cooperation, boththrough activities of parliamentary committees andfriendship groups, assessing that there was a potential forimproving bilateral cooperation between Montenegroand Hungary in a range of fields of mutual interest, witha special focus on the field of economy. President Aderemphasised that Hungary strongly advocated for furtherenlargement of the European Union both bilaterally aswell as through its participation in the Višegrad Group,being the current chair of it.
6 October•   Permanent Delegation of the Parliament of Montenegroto NATO Parliamentary Assembly, composed of MišoStanišić and Genci Nimanbegu, participated in the 63rdNATO Parliamentary Assembly Annual Session, whichtook place in Bucharest, on 6-9 October. The host of theevent was the NATO Parliamentary Assembly PermanentDelegation of the Parliament of Romania. The Sessiongathered parliamentarians from 29 NATO member states,as well as delegates from partner countries and observercountries, with a goal to consider current security issuesand draft reports of the Parliamentary Assembly’scommittees in that respect. On this occasion, the attentionof the participants was also drawn to informing about theundertaken activities in the preparation of the Spring andAnnual Sessions of the NATO Parliamentary Assembly in2018 and the meeting of the Standing Committee plannedfor March next year. Members of the MontenegrinDelegation voted for the first time at the meetings of allcommittees on resolutions and other documents on theagenda of the Parliamentary Session, since this was thefirst parliamentary session of NATO since Montenegrobecame a full member of the Alliance.•   President  Brajović  held speech on the topic “WesternBalkans - between Numerous Internal Problems andEuropean Integration” within the Petrovac discourses.The Petrovac disourses are held in the organisation of theCentre for Foreign Policy and Hanns Seidel Foundation inMontenegro and Serbia. The participants discussed thereal prospects of full membership of the Western Balkancountries in the European Union, but also about the manychallenges they faced on this path. 
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10 October•   Chair of the Committee on Education, Science, Culture andSports Radule Novović met with members of the teamconducting the evaluation of functioning of the childrights monitoring system in Montenegro. The evaluationwas initiated by UNICEF. On behalf of the organiser, themeeting was attended by members of the teamconducting the second phase of the independentevaluation of the existing child rights monitoring system- Awaz Rauf and Jorun Arndt, from the consultant houseCoram International, Great Britan, and  AleksandraGligorović, national researcher in the said field. Themeeting addressed the involvement of the Committee onEducation, Science, Culture and Sports in the activities ofmonitoring the child rights in Montenegro as of 2014 untiltoday, and recommendations on how to additionallysupport the development and strengthening of the childrights monitoring system in Montenegro.•   Chair of the Gender Equality Committee Nada Drobnjakmet with representatives of relevant institutions fromSerbia, CARE International Balkans from Bosnia andHerzegovina, Roma Women’s Center “Bibija” fromBelgrade and Centre for Roma Initiative from Nikšić. Theinterlocutors exchanged experiences on the preventionof child, arranged marriages in the communities of Romaand Egyptians.•   Chair of the Committee on Human Rights and FreedomsHalil Duković met with Head of the Programme Office ofthe Council of Europe in Podgorica Angela Longo, andproject manager at the Office of the Council of Europe AnaSelić. The topic of discussion at the meeting was the futurecooperation of the Committee on Human Rights andFreedoms with the Office of the Council of Europe inPodgorica.  
11 October•   Chair of the Gender Equality Committee Nada Drobnjakmet Jorun Arndt, from the consultant house CoramInternational UK, a member of the team conducting thesecond phase of the independent evaluation of the childrights monitoring system in Montenegro. The Chair of theCommittee informed Jorun Arndt about the activities ofthe Committee on considering gender aspects of the childrights, especially emphasising the Committee's activitiesregarding early arranged child marriages in the Roma andEgyptian community.•   President of the Parliament Ivan Brajović receivedAmbassador of Bosnia and Herzegovina Đorđe Latinovićin a farewell visit. President thanked Ambassador

Latinović for his contribution to strengthening relationsbetween the two friendly countries in the previousperiod.The interlocutors also exchanged views onimplementation of infrastructure projects important forbetter cohesion and strengthening of economiccooperation, as well as on current developments in theWestern Balkans.

•   Two groups of students of the “Vladika Danilo” primaryschool visited the Parliament of Montenegro. Thestudents had the opportunity to learn about theresponsibilities and functions of the Parliament, as wellas about its organisation and structure. The studentswere also interested in the details from the history ofMontenegrin parliamentarism and activities of themembers of the 26th Parliament. The visit was organisedwithin the programme “Open Parliament”, aimed atincreasing the degree of transparency and openness ofwork of the Parliament of Montenegro and at creatingcloser ties with the citizens, especially the young. 
12 October•   Delegation of the Parliament of Montenegro paid a two-day bilateral official visit to the Republic of Serbia, wherethey met with the highest officials of Serbia. 
13 October•   Chair of the Gender Equality Committee Nada Drobnjaktook part in the Seventh Belgrade Security Forum“Building a common future in the age of uncertainty”, heldin Belgrade, 11-13 October. The Belgrade Security Forumwas launched in 2011 as a result of initiative of threeorganisations of civil society: Belgrade Fund for PoliticalExcellence, European Movement in Serbia and BelgradeCentre for Security Policy. During the three-day work, theparticipants exchanged opinions on the current securityissues among decision-makers, representatives ofsecurity institutions, academic community, and civilsociety from the Balkans, but also other parts of Europeand the world. The gathering was attended by 700

CALENDAR
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participants, including more than 120 speakers.

14 October•   Chair of the Committee on International Relations andEmigrants, Andrija Nikolić together with the FriendshipGroup with the Parliament of the Islamic Republic of Iranmet with the Ambassador of Iran Hossein MollaAbdollahi. Members of the Friendship Group had aseparate meeting with representatives of the IranianTrade Center for the Balkans. The meetings wereattended by members of the Friendship Group, MPsAleksandra Vuković, Luiđ Škrelja and Nedžad Drešević.Ambassador Abdollahi agreed that the strengthening ofparliamentary cooperation was one of the pillars ofbilateral relations, adding that the meeting of membersof the two friendship groups, planned for early Novemberin Podgorica, as well as the upcoming official visitsbetween the two countries at the highest level, wouldgreatly contribute to strengthening the ties of two friendlynations.

16 October•   President of the Parliament of Montenegro Ivan Brajovićmet Chairperson of the Committee on European UnionPolicies of the Italian Senate Vannino Chiti and SenatorPietro Liuzzi. The meeting was also attended by Chair ofthe Committee on European Integration AdrianVuksanović. They jointly expressed pleasure with overallbilateral relations of Montenegro and Italy, stressing thatour two friendly countries had comprehensivecooperation in almost all fields.
17 October•   President of the Parliament of Montenegro Ivan Brajovićmet Head of the OSCE Mission to Montenegro MaryseDaviet. The interlocutors talked about the modalities ofparticipation of the OSCE/ODIHR representatives inproviding expert assistance to the Working Group set upby the Collegium of the President of the Parliament of

Montenegro. The meeting was also attended by MartaŠćepanović, Chair of the said Working Group. Head of theOSCE Mission expressed satisfaction over the willingnessof the Parliament to observe the recommendations setout in the Report, and expressed hope that a moreintensified communication between the Working Groupand OSCE/ODIHR experts would be established.      •   President of the Parliament of Montenegro Ivan Brajovićspoke with non-residential  Ambassador of the Kingdomof Sweden to Montenegro Jan Lundin. They stressed theimportance of parliamentary cooperation, as well as thecommitment of the Parliament of Montenegro toconcretising cooperation with the Swedish Parliament,both through cooperation of parliamentary bodies andestablishment of the friendship groups. The President ofthe Parliament thanked for the support whichMontenegro gained from Sweden with regard to thereform processes within the European integration.
18 October•   The Friendship Group with the Parliament of Estonia,headed by Vice President of the Parliament ofMontenegro Branimir Gvozdenović,held a meeting withthe non-resident Ambassador of the Republic of Estoniato Montenegro, based in Tallinn, Daniel Erik Schaer.Members of the Friendship Group with the Parliament ofEstonia exchanged opinions on the areas of commoninterest, especially showing interest in improvement ofparliamentary cooperation of working bodies, but also offormed friendship groups, as a special form which hasparticular responsibility for advancing bilateral relations,bringing cultures and people closer together, and mutualpromotion of the countries. The meeting was alsoattended by members of the Friendship Group of theParliament of Montenegro with the Parliament of EstoniaAndrija Nikolić, Maja Bakrač, Marta Šćepanović, andAndrija Popović, who exchanged opinions withAmbassador Schaer on possibilities for improvement anddevelopment of relations between Montenegro andEstonia, proposing initiatives of deeper cooperation in
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numerous areas of common interest.

19 October•   Chair and members of the Committee on Human Rightsand Freedoms, along with the Chair and members of theAnti-corruption Committee, and members of theAdministrative Committee and the Gender EqualityCommittee participated in the training “Ethical standards,good conduct, and prevention of the conflict of interest”,held in Podgorica. The training was organised by theCouncil of Europe within the framework of the HorizontalFacility for the Western Balkans and Turkey - Actionagainst Economic Crime in Montenegro, and led by theCouncil of Europe expert Quentin Reed. This activityaimed to train MPs to implement Guidelines on GoodConduct in order to contribute to fulfilling GRECOrecommendations from the fourth evaluation roundReport,  and to improve the implementation of the Codeof Ethics for MPs and the Rules of Procedure of theParliament of Montenegro.

20 October•   President of the Parliament of Montenegro Ivan Brajovićmet with the French senator Helene Conway-Mouret,whom he informed about the current political andeconomic situation in the country, as well as about theprogress achieved in the field of European integration.President Brajović especially referred to the upcoming

work of the working group which would consider theimplementation of recommendations from the FinalReport of the OSCE/ODIHR Observation Mission. Thesame day, the French senator also met with Vice Presidentof the Parliament of Montengro Genci Nimanbegu. Thetwo discussed the cooperation of the parliamentaryfriendship group with the French Senate and NationalAssembly.
23 October•   Chair of the Committee on European Integration, AdrijanVuksanović, participated in the round table called"WillBerlin Plus change the EU enlargement policy?". Theevent was organised by NGO Center for Civic Education,in cooperation with Friedrich Ebert Foundation. At theround-table also spoke, besides Chair Vuksanović, HansGinter Matern, Ambassador of the Federal Republic ofGermany to Montenegro, Ivan Leković, Director Generalfor Bilateral Affairs at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs andAlison Kemp, Ambassador of the United Kingdom toMontenegro. Members of the Committee on EuropeanIntegration, Marija Ćatović and Mihailo Anđušić, as wellas numerous representatives of political parties, non-governmental organisations and the academiccommunity, participated in the discussion. 
24 October•   President Ivan Brajović hosted the Ambassador of IsraelAlona Fisher-Kamm, who has been staying in Montenegroon the occasion of holding of the Conference "Gateway tothe Balkans - Montenegro 2017". The interlocutors jointlynoted that the membership of Montenegro in NATO andthe reforms that our country has implemented on its pathto the EU membership, made a significant contribution tothe creation of a favorable investment environment. TheAmbassador of Israel emphasised that Montenegro,regardless of its geographic and population size, couldrepresent the gateway for access to the markets of thecountries of the Western Balkans. Renewable energysources and tourism have been identified as areas ofmutual interest for cooperation.•   Chair of the Committee on International Relations andEmigrants Andrija Nikolić paid a visit to the Parliamentof the Kingdom of Belgium, where he met withChairperson of the Committee on Foreign Affairs of theChamber of Representatives of the Parliament of theKingdom of Belgium Dirk Van der Maelen. At the meeting,they discussed the necessity of keeping focus of theEuropean Union on the Western Balkans region, but alsothe significance of implementing the Union’s enlargement
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principle, based on individual performance and trackrecord. During his stay in Brussels, Nikolić also met withChair of the Belgian parliamentary Friendship Group withthe Parliament of Montenegro David Geerts.The meetingsin Brussels were also attended by Ambassador ofMontenegro to the Kingdom of Belgium VladimirRadulović.

25 October•   Chair of the Committee on Education, Science, Culture andSports Radule Novović met President of Montenegro’sNational Bureau for Education and Vice President of theMontenegrin Academy of Sciences and Arts academicianĐorđije Borozan.They discussed the possibilities forinstitutional cooperation through the initiation of jointactions and projects, holding of joint meetings andorganising thematic sessions, through which the existingresources in the field of education will be directed onsomething that will give a result which will be bothadvantageous and beneficial for the community that welive in.

26 October•   Vice-President of the Parliament of Montenegro BranimirGvozdenović met with Palestinian Ambassador toMontenegro, Rabii Alhantouli. Vice-PresidentGvozdenović and Ambassador Alhantouli talked aboutthe opportunities for strengthening political, economicand cultural relations between Montenegro and Palestine,

bearing in mind the potential of interstate cooperation. Itwas agreed to upgrade the existing relations with theParliament of Montenegro, through the establishment ofa friendship group as parliamentary mechanism thatprovided for the possibility for additional value ofbilateral cooperation.
27 October•   President Brajović was a keynote speaker at thematicsession of the conference “Security Dimension of theWestern Balkan Contributing to European Stability”, heldin Budapest. During his stay in Hungary, PresidentBrajović had separate bilateral meetings with LászlóKövér, Speaker of the National Assembly of Hungary, PéterSzijjártó, Hungaian Minister of Foreign Affairs and Tradeas well as with speakers of Parliament of Albania GramozRuci, Macedonia Talat Xhaferi, both houses of the BIHParliamentary Assembly Ognjen Tadić and Ms BorjanaKrišto, as well as with Speaker with the KosovoParliament Kadri Veseli. Ahead of the conference, inMontenegro’s Embassy in Budapest, the President of theParliament held a meeting with heads of diplomaticmissions covering Montenegro on a non-residential basisfrom Hungary.

•   Member of the Committee on Health, Labour, and SocialWelfare Nedžad Drešević took part in the seminar on thetopic “Employment, training and equalopportunities:how to ensure fair treatment and inclusionfor all”, which was organised by the Sub-Committee onthe European Social Charter of the Committee on SocialAffairs, Health and Sustainable Development of theParliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe (PACE),and was held in Paris. 
28 October•   Member of the Committee on International Relations andEmigrants Miloš Nikolić took part in the manifestation “St.Luka’s gathering”, traditionally held in Zagreb, organisedby the National Community of Montenegrins in Croatiaand the Association of Montenegrins and friends ofMontenegro "Montenegro" Zagreb. This year’s St. Luka’sgathering marked 170th anniversary of printing the“Mountain Wreath”, while the Municipality of Šavnik wasa guest of the event, headed by the President of theMunicipality Miomir Vujačić, who presenteddevelopmental potentials and particularities of thismunicipality to the participants. Aside from the
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mentioned guests and hosts, the following were alsopresent: Ambassador of Montenegro to the Republic ofCroatia Boro Vučinić, Ambassador of Montenegro to theRepublic of Slovenia Vujica Lazović, and numerousprominent Montenegrins from Croatia and friends ofMontenegro.
29 October•   Chair of the Constitutional Committee Miodrag Vukovićparticipated in the international conference “Peace andDemocratic Multilateralism” organised by the EuropeanCentre for Peace and Development (ECPD) in Belgrade.Within the third panel debate of the conference titled “UNpriorities in the new era”, Chair Vuković had apresentation on the topic: “Multilateralism - Montenegro’sexperience”. The speakers in the conference included thefollowing: Federico Mayor, President of the ECPD Council;Erhard Busek, Former Vice-Chancellor of Austria andSpecial Coordinator of the Stability Pact for South EasternEurope; Wided Bouchamaoui, 2015 Nobel Peace Prizewinner, and numerous distinguished scientists,politicians, representatives of the internationalorganisations and diplomatic missions from Europe, USA,Canada, Japan, China, India, and Australia.

•   President Ivan Brajović participated at the opening ofJudiciary Days in Budva. 
31 October•   Gender Equality Committee, in cooperation with theOSCE Mission to Montenegro, and under the support ofthe OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and HumanRights, organised a two-day workshop, on the topic:“Introduction of the gender aspect into legislation-Parliament of Montenegro”, aimed at implementing one

of the measures envisaged by the Action Plan for gender-responsive Parliament of Montenegro, September 2016 -September 2018. Such measure consists in capacitybuilding and procedures for realising impact assessmentsof the gender aspect  on the legislation process, adoptionof policies and other acts. The workshop took place on30-31 October in  “Podgorica” Hotel. The following spoke:Chair of the Gender Equality Committee Nada Drobnjak,Head of Democratisation Department of the OSCEMission to Montenegro Lia Magnaguagno, andOSCE/ODIHR Gender Equality Advisor Lana Ackar.Following the discussion, several conclusions wereadopted. The workshop was also attended by MPs BrankaTanasijević, Nikola Rakočević, Maja Bakrač, SanjaPavićević, Adrijan Vuksanović, Marija Ćatović, MilošNikolić, Jovanka Laličić and Danijel Živković. •   President Ivan Brajović held a lecture to students ofbachelor and specialist studies at the University of DonjaGorica, on the occasion of Parliamentarism Day that ismarked on 31 October. President Brajović stated thatparliamentarism that had lasted more than a century,showed that Montenegro have had continuity inexchanging opinions and conducting dialogue, regardlessof its form, which changed over time and adapted to thesurrounding conditions. Meeting with students wasorganised upon the invitation of the Dean of the Facultyof Legal Sciences of the University of Donja Gorica ZoranStojanović, with additional participation of Nikola Zecević,from the Humanistic Studies and Boris Bastijančić, fromthe Faculty of Legal Sciences of the UDG.•   On the occasion of 111 years since introduction ofparliamentarism in Montenegro, an exhibition "ArtCollection of the Parliament of Montenegro" was openedin the Gallery "Centar", consisting of 19 representativeworks of Montenegrin and regional painters. Theexhibition was opened by MP Miloš Nikolić. The audiencewas also addressed by the art historian Ljiljana Zeković.Art collection of the Parliament of Montenegro contains46 works by 35 authors, mostly from Montenegro, whilea smaller number of them originate from the formerYugoslavia. In addition to the works of professionalartists, the collection includes works by autodidact whohave gained international recognition with their work.The works are mainly purchased and donated, of variousaesthetic and artistic qualities, and the emphasis is placedon individual artistic achievements, thus achievingopenness for various aesthetic and artistic-languageforms of expression.


