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Dear readers,We present to you the key information on activitiesof the Parliament of Montenegro in the period from1 to 31 March, which is, in the form of monthlynewsletter “Open Parliament”, prepared byParliamentary Service.During March, the First, Second and Third Sitting ofthe First Ordinary Session of the Parliament ofMontenegro in 2018, as well as the Fourth SpecialSitting of the First Ordinary Session of theParliament of Montenegro in 2018 took place.Committees considered thirteen proposals for alaw, five proposals for a decision and performedother activities within their oversight role.In focus of this month’s newsletter is theparticipation of the Montenegrin Delegation in the138th session of the IPU Parliamentary Assembly.The newsletter is published monthly through whichthe Parliament endeavours to bring its work closerto Montenegrin citizens. We consider thispublication to be very significant as a reliablesource of information regarding the work of theParliament and we hope that you will find it useful.We remain open to your comments andsuggestions, as well as criticism, which can help usbring more quality to our work.
respectfully,

parliamentary service

at the first sitting of the first ordinary session of the
parliament of montenegro in 2018, the MPs adopted: Lawon Ratification of the Convention on Choice of CourtAgreements, Law on Ratification of Agreement between theGovernment of Montenegro and the Government of theUnited States of America on improving the execution ofinternational tax obligations and the implementation ofFATCA and Law on Ratification of the Treaty establishing theTransport Community. Within the item Elections andappointments, the Parliament appointed Miroslav Vukčevićas member of the Committee of the Energy RegulatoryAgency. Also, the Higher Education Council of Montenegrowas appointed. The Parliament noted the resignation byMinister of European Affairs Aleksandar Andrija Pejović.

at the second sitting of the first ordinary session of
the parliament of montenegro in 2018,  the MPs adopted:Law on Freshwater Fisheries and Aquaculture; Law onAmendments to the Law on State Surveying and Cadastre ofImmovable Property; Report on the exercise of the rights ofmentally ill persons deprived of their liberty, placed in theInstitution for Enforcement of Criminal Sanctions and 2017Performance Report of the Security and Defence Committee.Within the item Elections and appointments, the Parliamentappointed Budimir Damjanović as member of the Council ofthe Agency for Electronic Media and Goran Sekulović asmember of the RTCG Council. Furthermore, Proposal for aDecision on Amendments to the Rules of Procedure wasadopted. 

at the third sitting of the first ordinary session of the
parliament of montenegro in 2018,  the MPs adopted: Lawon Amendments to the Budget Law of Montenegro for 2018,Opinion with the proposal for a reply to the ConstitutionalCourt of Montenegro with regard to the initiative for theconstitutional review of provisions of Articles 1 (2) and 18 of
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the Law on Amendments to the Law on Free Access toInformation (Official Gazette of Montenegro, No 30/17),Opinion with the proposal for a reply to the Constitutional Courtof Montenegro with regard to the initiative for the constitutionalreview of provisions of Articles 15,16,17,18,19, 21, 22, 24, 25,26, 28, 29, 32, 36 and 74 of the Law on Spatial Planning andConstruction of Buildings (Official Gazette of Montenegro, No64/17), Opinion with the proposal for a reply to theConstitutional Court of Montenegro with regard to the initiativefor the constitutional review of provisions of Article 26 (1) and(2) of the Law on Administrative Disputes (Official Gazette ofMontenegro, No 54/16), Opinion with the proposal for a replyto the Constitutional Court of Montenegro with regard to theDecision to initiate constitutional review of the provisions ofArticles 9a, 9b, third indent of Article 9d (2), 9e, 9f and 10 (4)and (5) of the Law on Immovable Property Tax (Official Gazetteof Montenegro, No 65/01 and Official Gazette of Montenegro,No 75/10, 9/15 and 44/17, Law on Ratification of the Protocolrelating to an amendment to Article 50 (a) of the Conventionon International Civil Aviation and Law on Ratification of theProtocol relating to an amendment to Article 56 of theConvention on International Civil Aviation. Proposal for aDecision on Borrowing of Montenegro for 2018 was alsoadopted.
at the fourth special sitting of the first ordinary session

of the parliament of montenegro in 2018, within the itemPrime Minister’s Questions and MPs’ Questions, members ofthe Government of Montenegro and the Prime Minister ofMontenegro answered the questions posed by MPs. The PrimeMinisters was posed four questions, while the ministers wereposed 45 questions.
Proposals for law deliberated in committees

•    proposal for a law on ratification of the Convention on
Choice of Court agreements was considered and proposedto the Parliament of Montenegro for adoption by theLegislative Committee.

•    proposal for a law on ratification of agreement
between the government of montenegro and the
government of the United states of america on
improving the execution of international tax obligations
and the implementation of fatCa was considered andproposed to the Parliament of Montenegro for adoption bythe Legislative Committee.

•    proposal for a law on ratification of the treaty
establishing the transport Community was consideredand proposed to the Parliament of Montenegro for adoptionby the Legislative Committee.

•    proposal for a law on freshwater fisheries and
aquaculture was considered and proposed to theParliament of Montenegro for adoption by the LegislativeCommittee.

•    proposal for a law on amendments to the law on
electronic government was considered and proposed tothe Parliament for adoption by the Legislative Committeeand the Committee on Human Rights and Freedoms. 

•    proposal for a law on montenegrin Development Bankwas considered by the Committee on Economy, Finance and

Budget, which proposed to the Parliament not to adopt it. 
•    proposal for a law on supplements to the law on

innovation activity was considered by the Committee onEducation, Science, Culture and Sports, which decided topropose to the Parliament not to adopt it. 
•    proposal for a law on amendments to the 2018 Budget

law was considered and proposed to the Parliament foradoption by the Committee on Economy, Finance andBudget and the Legislative Committee. 
•    proposal for a supplement to the law on tax on use of

passenger motor vehicles, vessels, airplanes and
aircrafts was considered and proposed to the Parliamentfor adoption by the Committee on Economy, Finance andBudget. 

•    proposal for a law on amendment and supplement to
the law on state surveying and Cadastre of immovable
property was considered and proposed to the Parliamentfor adoption by the Committee on Economy, Finance andBudget and the Legislative Committee. 

•    proposal for a law on amendments to the law on
proprietary-legal relations was considered andproposed to the Parliament for adoption by the LegislativeCommittee. 

•    proposal for a law on ratification of the protocol
relating to an amendment to article 50 (a) of the
Convention on international Civil aviation wasconsidered and proposed to the Parliament for adoption bythe Committee on International Relations and Emigrantsand the Legislative Committee. 

•    proposal for a law on ratification of the protocol
relating to an amendment to article 56 of the
Convention on international Civil aviation wasconsidered and proposed to the Parliament for adoption bythe Committee on International Relations and Emigrantsand the Legislative Committee. 

Proposals for other acts deliberated in committees

•    proposal for a Decision on amendments to the rules of
procedure was considered and proposed to the Parliamentfor adoption by the Committee on Political System, Judiciaryand Administration and Legislative Committee. 

•    proposal for a Decision on Borrowing of montenegro for
2018 was considered and proposed to the Parliament foradoption by the Committee on Economy, Finance andBudget and Legislative Committee. 

•    proposal for a Decision on consideration of the position
of persons with disabilities in montenegro
(implementation of the Committee's conclusion no 00-
63-12 / 18-5 / 2 of 6 february 2018, on the occasion of
marking the international Day of persons with
Disabilities) was  determined by the Committee on Health,Labour and Social Welfare. 

•    proposal for a Decision on deploying members of the
army of montenegro in the international mission
"resolute support - (rs)" in afghanistan was consideredand proposed to the Parliament for adoption by the Securityand Defence Committee and Legislative Committee.

•    proposal for a Decision on deploying members of the
army of montenegro in the Kfor international mission
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in the republic of Kosovo was considered and proposedto the Parliament for adoption by the Security and DefenceCommittee and the Legislative Committee.
•    proposal for a resolution on the establishment of a

sustainable and modern transportation system of
montenegro was considered and proposed to theParliament for adoption by the Legislative Committee. Thesame proposal was considered by the Committee onEconomy, Finance and Budget, which decided to propose tothe Parliament not to adopt it. 

•    proposal for a resolution on the manner of Valuation of
the electric power potential of montenegro wasconsidered and proposed to the Parliament for adoption bythe Legislative Committee. The same proposal wasconsidered by the Committee on Economy, Finance andBudget, which decided to propose to the Parliament not toadopt it. 

•    proposal for a resolution on reindustrialisation of
montenegro was considered and proposed to theParliament for adoption by the Legislative Committee. Thesame proposal was considered by the Committee onEconomy, Finance and Budget, which decided to propose tothe Parliament not to adopt it. 

Other activities of working bodies

•    Constitutional Committee held the 1st constitutionalmeeting on 21 March, which discussed the issues of ensuringall the necessary conditions so that the Committee canachieve the expected results. The responsibilities of theCommittee established by the Rules of Procedure has led thisworking body to an objectively unfavourable situation. Theestablished practice of distributing obligations among theworking bodies in the preparation of plenary sessions so farhas not imposed the need for the Committee to work likeother committees. Narrow and very precise rights andobligations, exclusive dealing with the issues such as:amending the Constitution, procedural actions related tothis, considering of proposals for determining theresponsibility of the president of the state with regard toviolation of the Constitution, as well as analysing thefundamental issues of implementing the Constitution,precisely define but also limit the scope of work of thiscommittee. It was noted that during the first year of thecurrent legislature, there were no such initiatives. TheCommittee concluded that procedure for more preciseparliamentary assignment of duties should be initiated, inparticular when it comes to delegating obligations to theConstitutional and Legislative Committee and expects thatparliamentarians who have not yet expressed such need and

interest will engage in this working body and its work.
•    At the 48th meeting of the legislative Committee, held on1 March, the Committee considered and adopted the 2017Performance Report of the Committee and the Work Plan ofthe Committee for the 2018. 
•    At the 34th meeting of the Committee on political system,

Judiciary and administration, held on 8 March, theCommittee adopted the 2017 Performance Report of theCommittee and the Work Plan of the Committee for 2018.  
•    At the 35th meeting of 12 March, the Committee determinedthe list of applicants to the Public Call for the Election of fourmembers of the Prosecutorial Council, from amongrespectable jurists.
•    At the 36th meeting, held on 30 March, the Committeeconducted a consultative hearing of candidates from the listof applicants to the Public Call for the Election of fourmembers of the Prosecutorial Council, from amongrespectable jurists.
•    At the 16th meeting of the security and Defence

Committee, of 13 March, members of the Committee, in thepresence of the Minister of Defence and Acting Chief of theGeneral staff of the Armed Forces of Montenegro, wereinformed about the planned activities in terms of deployingmembers of the Army of Montenegro in the internationalmission "Resolute Support - (RS)" in Afghanistan.  

•    At the 17th meeting of 13 March, the  2017 Report ondeployment of the Armed Forces of Montenegro units to theinternational forces and participation in peacekeepingmissions and other activities was unanimously supported.
•    At the 18th meeting of 20 March, 2017 Performance andStatus Report on administrative fields under the Ministry ofDefence and 2017 Status Report on the Army of Montenegrowere supported.
•    At the 21st meeting of the Committee on european

integration, 6 March, the Committee held a meeting on thetopic:  "Progress of Montenegro in the negotiation processwith the EU, in terms of fulfilling the economic criteria". The
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participants discussed the content  of negotiating chaptersinvolving the fulfillment of the economic criteria, with aspecial focus on Chapter 8- Competition Policy.  
•    At 29th meeting of the Committee on international

relations and emigrants, 15 March, the Committeeadopted the Work Plan of the Committee for 2018. 
•    At 39th meeting of the Committee on economy, finance

and Budget of 7 March, the Committee adopted the 2017Performance Report of the Committee and determined theWork Plan for 2018. 

•    At the 17th meeting of the Committee on human rights
and freedoms of 7 March, the Committee adopted theReport on exercise of rights of mentally ill persons deprivedof their liberty, placed in the Institution for Enforcement ofCriminal Sanctions and 2017 Performance  Report of theCommittee. 

•    At the 18th meeting, 19 March, the Committee consideredand unanimously adopted the Work Plan of the Committeefor 2018. 
•    At the 13th meeting of the gender equality Committee,held on 21 March, the Committee adopted the Work Plan ofthe Committee for 2018. 
•    At the 14th meeting of the Committee on education,

Culture and sports, 16 March, the Committee adopted the2017 Performance Report of the Committee and Work Planof the Committee for 2018. 
•    At the 23rd meeting of the Committee on tourism,

agriculture, ecology and spatial planning, 8 March, theCommittee adopted Work Plan of the Committee for 2018.
•    At the 23rd meeting of the Committee on health, labour

and social Welfare, 8 March, the Committee adopted theamendments to the Work Plan of the Committee for 2018. 
•    At the 24th meeting of 13 March, the previously determinedProposal for a Decision on consideration of the position of

persons with disabilities in Montenegro (implementation ofthe Committee's conclusion No 00-63-12 / 18-5 / 2 of 6February 2018, on the occasion of marking the InternationalDay of Persons with Disabilities) was reconsidered.
•    At the 34th meeting of the administrative Committee, heldon 6 March, the Committee determined the List of proposalsof candidates for one member of the Council of the Agencyfor Electronic Media, and proposed to the Parliament thatBudimir Damjanović be appointed member of the Councilof the Agency for Electronic Media; and a List of proposalsof candidates for one member of the RTCG Council by theauthorised proposer, and thereby propose to the Parliamentthat Goran Sekulović be appointed member of the RTCGCouncil. At the proposal of the Democratic Socialist Party MPClub, the Committee decided to propose to the Parliamentthat MP Bogdan Fatić be appointed member of theCommission for Monitoring and Control of the PrivatisationProcedure.
•    At the 35th meeting, held on 9 March, the Committeedetermined two proposals for a decision. Namely, theCommittee decided for MP Bogdan Fatić to be deprived ofoffice of the member of the Committee on Tourism,Agriculture, Ecology and Spatial Planning, and MP SanjaPavićević to be elected member of the Committee; and forMP Sanja Pavićević to be deprived of office of the memberof the Committee on Education, Science, Culture and Sports,and MP Bogdan Fatić to be elected member of theCommittee.

•    At the 36th meeting of 20 March, the Committee adopted the2017 Performance Report and Work Plan of the Committee for2018.
•    At the First Joint Meeting of Committee on health, labour

and social Welfare and the Committee on education,
science, Culture and sports, 13 March, there was aconsultative hearing of Minister of Labour and Social WelfareKemal Purišić and Minister of Education Damir Šehović, on thetopic: "Physical punishing of children and bullying". 
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NEWS FROM PARLIAMENT
Eighth Session of the Women’s Parliament heldThis year’s session of the Women’s Parliament, wasorganised by the Gender Equality Committee,ahead of International Women's Day, to promote thewomen human rights in Montenegro. In his introductoryspeech, President Brajović emphasised that, as thePresident of the Parliament, he has the privilege ofcontributing directly, together with other MPs, to themaking of legal assumptions that take care of human rightsin a long-term sustainable way, among which women'srights occupy a prominent place. Nada Drobnjak, Chair ofthe Gender Equality Committee, in her introductoryaddress to the participants of the "Women's Parliament",emphasised that 8 March has been important in the historyof the development of the whole society, because theeconomic, political and social achievements of women havebeen celebrated on that day. At the end of her presentation,the Chairperson of the Gender Equality Committee NadaDrobnjak, said that the essence should be restored to the8 March, the struggle of women for equality to becelebrated, which was the goal of the "Women's

President of the Parliament Ivan Brajović paid a two-day visit to AzerbaijanDuring the visit to Azerbaijan, on 13-14 March,President Brajović met with President of the

Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev. The President of theParliament of Montenegro emphasised the importance offriendly relations and mutual trust for cooperation in allareas, primarily economic, where there was still much roomfor strengthening foreign and trade exchange beforeeverything else. The President had a speech at anInternational Conference on "The role of Parliamentariansin boosting economic cooperation and cultural ties alongthe Silk Road". Parliamentary diplomacy and activities  ofthe Azerbaijan-Montenegro friendship groups open thedoor for further enhancement of political, economic andcultural ties between the two countries, this is said at themeeting between President of the Parliament of

Parliament".Then followed the address by the Protector ofHuman Rights and Freedoms of Montenegro, ŠućkoBaković, and the responses of the members of theGovernment of Montenegro to the questions ofrepresentatives of women's associations of parliamentaryparties and civil society. Besides the MPs, representativesof women's associations of parliamentary parties and civilsociety, the Session was attended by representatives of thediplomatic corps, international organisations and localself-government. The Session took place on 7 March.

Montenegro Ivan Brajović and Speaker of the NationalAssembly of Azerbaijan Ogtay Asadov. The cooperationbetween the Mixed Commission for Economic Cooperationand the forthcoming Business Forum, where top officials ofour countries are expected to participate, were discussed atthe meeting with Prime Minister of Azerbaijan ArturRasizade. Similar tones of friendly support and recognitionto Montenegro’s  consistent foreign policy and the specialrole of our country in the Western Balkans were heard atthe meeting with Foreign Minister Elmar Mammadyarov.The parliamentary delegation, also including MP BogdanFatić, laid wreaths in the Ally of Honour and Ally of Martyrs,and visited the Honorary Consulate of Montenegro in Baku,led by Vugar Aliyev, who is a devoted friend to developmentof relations between the two countries.
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IN FOCUS

Delegation of the Parliament of Montenegrocomposed of: President of the Parliament of

Montenegro Ivan Brajović, MPs Suad Numanović,Jovanka Laličić and Miloš Nikolić paid a visit to Genevaduring the General 138th session of the IPUParliamentary Assembly. The Inter-ParliamentaryUnion is a global organization based in Geneva andestablished in 1889, gathering 178 nationalparliaments. The President Brajović addressed  the MPsfrom 178 countries at the General Session, and hadseveral meeetings with President of the Inter-Parliamentary Union  IPU Gabriela Barron, duringwhich they shared their views on certain issues ofglobal importance. Brajović also spoke with Speaker ofthe National Assembly of Bulgaria Tsveta Karayanchevaon continuation of the integration process of

Delegation of the Parliament of Montenegro participated in the 138th session of the IPU
Parliamentary Assembly

newsletter on the parliament of montenegro performance  electronic format  release: monthly  year Viii  no. 80  march 2018

Montenegro and the Western Balkans during hercountry’s presidency of the European Union. During themeeting with the President of the National Council ofthe Swiss Confederation Dominique de Buman, it wasnoted that many issues have been considered under thecompetence of the parliaments, as well as thepossibilities of intensified cooperation in the field ofeconomy, with the emphasis on the development oftourism and agriculture, especially in the north ofMontenegro. During the meeting with Thomas Guerber,Director of the Geneva Centre for the DemocraticControl of Armed Forces (DCAF), President Brajovićstressed the importance of cooperation with expertorganisations such as DCAF and thanked for thesupport in numerous trainings and expert assistance inlegislation, primarily through cooperation with theParliament's Security and Defence Committee.

plenary hall.“The Plenary Hall is the room where the plenary sittings of the parliament are held. The seatingarrangement in the plenary hall differs among parliaments. The seats are usually distributed in an amphitheatric way,with the chairperson’s seat set opposite the MPs’ benches. In some parliaments, parties are distributed in accordancewith their position in the political spectrum. In parliaments using the Westminster system, the seating arrangementoften implies alignment of chairs in a straight line. MPs in the plenary hall of the Parliament of Montenegro sit groupedaccording to MP groups and each MP has a reserved seat which he/she uses when addressing the Parliament. The hallhas a small journalist box, as well as area designated as a guest area and the clerks that follow the sitting. The hall isequipped with modern conference and voting systems.”1
1 Doc. dr Komar, Olivera, Prof. dr Ivana Jelić, Nataša Komnenić, Irena Mijanović, Jelena Radonjić, Vlatko Šćepanović, Parlamentarni leksikon, Podgorica,Skupština Crne Gore 2016, str. 264-265.
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FROM THE HISTORY OF 
MONTENEGRIN PARLIAMENTARISM 

fiftieth anniversary of the rule of
prince nikola-Declaring of

montenegro a kingdom, and nikola
a king

the beginning of the twentieth
century was declared a time of

economic crisis and also immigration
of montenegrin citizens. in this difficult

times, montenegro celebrated a rare
Jubileum- fifty years of the rule of

prince nikola. for the purposes of this
celebration, which was to take place on

15 august 1910, a special reception
committee was formed.  in the

beginning of year 1910, the Committee
made a written announcement stating
that prince nikola dedicated his fifty

years of life and rule to the wellbeing of
montenegro. the event during which
montenegro was declared a kingdom
and nikola its king took place on 15
august 1910. this day (according to

the gregorian calendar)
commemorated fifty years since prince
nikola assumed his thrown. With this

ceremonious event, as stated in the
newspapers, ensued official state
holidays. the proposal to declare

montenegro a kingdom and nikola a
king, was formally submitted to the

parliamentary assembly precisely on
the date of marking the jubileum. By
the means of a special proclamation,

the prince notified the citizens that the
1 Izvor: Andrijašević, Živko, Rastoder, Šerbo, Istorija Crne Gore od najstarijih vremena do 2003., Centar za iseljenike Crne Gore, Podgorica, 2006.str. 261 – 263. 

montenegrin assembly, for the
purposes of proudly marking fifty

years of his rule as well as to
simultaneously award the people for

their courage and self-sacrifice,
decided to submit a proposal for

renewal of the kingdom of
montenegro. aside from the mentioned

reasons, he states that the assembly
has also taken into consideration a

historical validation of such proposal,
since montenegro had previously been
recognised a kingdom. given that the
proposal was based on valid grounds,
the prince nikola announced that he

supported the proposal of the
assembly, thus declaring montenegro a

kingdom and himself a hereditary
king. the same day, the assembly
adopted the law on declaring of

montenegro a kingdom. in his first
address, King nikola expressed

gratitute to his people for the sacrifice
and loyalty to the crown, and thus

declaring montenegro a kingdom was
marked as a step closer towards the

goal it initially aspired to. according to
King nikola, the montenegrin kingdom
was rooted in history, back in the times

of the rule of kings of Zeta, Vojislav,
mihailo and Bodin. at the time,

montenegro, respectively Zeta was a
kingdom, making this a valid ground

for renewing its status in the
beginning of twentieth century. 
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CALENDAR
1 March•   The Friendship Group with the Parliament of IslamicRepublic of Iran, at the invitation of the Chair of the IranianFriendship Group with the Parliament of MontenegroParvaneh Salahshouri, held several constructive meetingsin Tehran, from 25 to 27 February 2018. The interlocutorsagreed that both Montenegro and Iran are characterisedby rich cultural heritage and long tradition, and have a lotin common, and emphasised the need for strengtheningcultural and touristic potential. The focus of the meetingwere topics involving education with a special focus on theexchange of students, the position and the rights ofwomen, infrastructural projects, investment climate, aswell as issues concerning energy and energy potentials ofboth countries. Members of the Friendship Group whoattended and participated in the meeting were thefollowing: MPs Aleksandra Vuković, Nedžad Drešević, aswell as member of the Committee on Education, Science,Culture and Sports Branka Tanasijević. 

•   Vice-President of the Parliament of Montenegro BranimirGvozdenović, as Chair of the Friendship Group with theParliament of Israel had a meeting with the Ambassadorof Israel to Montenegro, with a residential basis inBelgrade,  Alona Fisher-Kamm. The meeting was anopportunity for the interlocutors to jointly discussachieved progress and contribution to cooperation sincethe establishing of both friendship groups. During themeeting, the participants also exchanged opinionsinvolving the current global political relations and eventsin the Middle East. 
2 March•   President of the Parliament of Montenegro Mr IvanBrajović spoke with non-resident Ambassador of GeorgiaZaza Kandelaki on further development of cooperationbetween the two states, based on good political relations.The meeting discussed the visit by the Speaker of theGeorgian Parliament, which will happen in the upcomingmonths, to confirm that there are many reasons and abasis for strengthening relations at all levels.

•   Chair of the Gender Equality Committee Nada Drobnjakmet with the Ambassador of the United Kingdom of GreatBritain and Northern Ireland in Montenegro Alison Kemp.During the meeting, the  interlocutors discussed thepolitical strengthening of women in Montenegro, as wellas a possible cooperation in the gender budgeting areawith the Parliamentary Budget Office, which wasestablished within the frameworks of the project realizedbetween the Parliament of Montenegro and theWestminster Foundation for Democracy. The same day,Drobnjak met with non-resident Ambassador of Israel toMontenegro Alona Fisher-Kamm.
3 March•   Chair of the Committee on European Integration AdrijanVuksanović participated as a panelist in a debate organisedby Montenegrin PanEuropean Union, on the topic:“Importance of Tourism in the European Integration”,which took place in Tivat. The participants discussed thestrategic development of tourism and  the state’sincentives to promote tourism industry from the aspect ofintegration to the EU, as well as quality management of atouristic destination.  
4 March•   Member of the Permanent Delegation of the Parliament ofMontenegro to the SEECP Parliamentary Assembly, MPMilorad Vuletić, participated in the Meeting of the GeneralCommittee on Justice, Home Affairs and SecurityCooperation, held in Sarajevo. The meeting of the GeneralCommittee was devoted to the topic: “Alternative criminalproceeding in criminal prosecution policy in the SouthEast Europe region”,  gathering parliamentarians fromeight SEECP member states. The meeting jointly noted thatby introducing an alternative criminal proceeding, thejudiciary would be relieved, allowing judicial institutionsto concentrate their capacities on more complex criminaloffenses, such as organised crime and corruption, whichare the challenges of all countries of South East Europe.
6 March•   President of the Parliament of Montenegro  Ivan Brajovićmet with the delegation of the Foreign Affairs Committeeof the National Assembly of the Republic of Bulgaria,headed by the Chairperson of the Committee DzhemaGrozdanova. During the meeting, it was noted thatBulgaria particularly understands the importance of theEuropean perspective of Montenegro and the region,which is, at the same time, in the focus of the ongoingBulgarian Presidency of the EU. The interlocutors agreed
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that Montenegro and Bulgaria nourished friendlyrelations with no open issues, while intensiveparliamentary cooperation was a part of overall politicalactivities in the interest of the common perspective of thetwo countries and the entire region. The same day,Members of the Committee on European Integration andthe Security and Defence Committee met with thedelegation of the Foreign Affairs Committee of theBulgarian National Assembly. In addition to chairpersonsof the two committees, the meeting was attended bymembers of the Committee on European IntegrationMihailo Anđušić, Nikola Rakočević and Daliborka Pejovićand member of the Security and Defence CommitteeMarta Šćepanović. Furthermore, there was also a meetingbetween the Bulgarian Delegation with the Committee onInternational Relations and Emigrants. With the aim ofstrengthening parliamentary relations and specifyng thecooperation between the working bodies of Montenegroand Bulgaria, Grozdanova invited back the Committee onInternational Relations and Emigrants to honour themwith a visit to Bulgaria. In addition to Chair of theCommittee on International Relations and Emigrants, thefollowing members also attended the meeting: HalilDuković, Dragutin Papović, Miloš Nikolić and ErvinIbrahimović.  •   Chair of the Legislative Committee Marta Šćepanović metAmbassador Maryse Daviet, Head of the OSCE Mission toMontenegro. During the meeting, further strengtheningof the cooperation between the Parliament ofMontenegro and its working bodies and the OSCE Missionin Montenegro was discussed, whereby the previouscooperation was assessed as exemplary.  The meetingdiscussed the activities that the OSCE Mission toMontenegro plans to implement during this year, whichshould contribute to strengthening the capacity of theparliamentary working bodies. 
7 March•   President of the Parliament of Montenegro Ivan Brajovićopened the Eighth Session of Womens’ Parliament, whichwas organised by the Gender Equality committee, at theeve of International’s Women Day, aimed at promotingwomen’s human rights in Montenegro.  
9 March•   President of the Parliament of Montenegro IvanBrajović met with the US Ambassador to MontenegroMargaret Ann Uyehara. At the meeting, Brajovićreiterated his assessment of the very successfulmeetings during his stay in the United States of

America, on the occasion of the National PrayerBreakfast, recently held in Washington. The Presidentof the Parliament and the US Ambassador agreed onthe importance of diplomatic activities and meetingswith representatives of the United States of Americaand other countries, which Montenegro has sharedsame democratic values with. The political situation inMontenegro, ahead of the presidential elections, wasalso discussed at the meeting. In this context, PresidentBrajović pointed out that the upcoming presidentialelections, that would be followed by local elections, weare to welcome in an additionally improved electionenvironment, bearing in mind adoptedrecommendations of OSCE/ODIHR.•   President of the Parliament of Montenegro IvanBrajović met with Vojislav Raonić, team leader of theEuropean Union regional project "Assistance to PublicService Media in the Western Balkans". It is a projectof the European Commission, which will makecontribution possible to the reforms and professionaldevelopment of the Public Service Media ofMontenegro, Serbia, Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina,Kosovo and Macedonia in the next two and a half yearsby engaging a consortium led by the InternationalFederation of Journalists (IFJ) with the aim ofproduction of pluralistic, independent and crediblecontent. The President of the Parliament alsoemphasised that this project showed the importanceof European integration for Montenegro in all areas,and to the support of the Public Service, with theexpectation that the raising of the professional level ofthe media outlet financed by the citizens ofMontenegro would contribute to the improvement ofthe overall image of the media in the country.
12 March•   Member of the Permanent Delegation of the Parliamentof Montenegro to the SEECP Parliamentary Assembly, MPRadule Novović, attended the meeting of the GeneralCommittee  Economy, Infrastructure and Energy of theSEECP PA, held in Istanbul. The meeting was dedicated tothe topic: Opportunities for economic cooperation in theregion of South-Eastern Europe, where committeemembers from 12 countries SEECP member statesparticipated. In his address, MP Novović emphasised thatthe economies in the countries of South-Eastern Europe,who varied in terms of their structure and level ofdevelopment, faced apart from many other challengesthose challenges common to all. Aside from MP Novovićand the hosts, the meeting was also attended byrepresentatives of the following parliaments: Albania,
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Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Greece, Croatia,Macedonia, Romania, Serbia, Slovenia and Kosovo. 

•   Members of the Committee on International Relationsand Emigrants Nada Drobnjak and Ervin Ibrahimovićparticipated in an event, organised by the Montenegrindiaspora entitled: “Rozajsko vece”, which took place on10-11 March in Hanover, Germany. Member of theCommittee on International Relations and EmigrantsNada Drobnjak expressed gratitude to the Montenegrindiaspora on its efforts to preserve Montenegrin Culture,as well as for emancipating Montenegrin society.Member of the Committee on International Relations andEmigrants Ervin Ibrahimović reminisced on thecontribution  the Montenegrin diaspora has provided onthe occasion of renewal of Montenegrin independencyin 2006. Participants of the event agreed that this was byfar the greatest turnout of the Montenegrin diaspora,which would be followed by similar events in the future.
13 March•   President Ivan Brajović paid a two-day visit toAzerbaijan, on which occasion he met with the highestofficials of the country: President of the Republic  ofAzerbeijan, Prime Minister, Minister of Foreign Affairs.He also delivered a speech at the InternationalConference: "The role of Parliamentarians in boostingeconomic cooperation and cultural ties along the SilkRoad". 
14 March•   Chair of the Committee on European Integration AdrijanVuksanović met with Mladen Chervenyakov, theAmbassador of the Republic of Bulgaria to Montenegro,in order to schedule a visit of the Delegation of theCommittee on European Affairs and Oversight of theEuropean Funds to Montenegro. The interlocutorsexchanged views on current issues at the EU level, andthus jointly emphasised the importance of parliamentarydiplomacy and cooperation, especially taking intoconsideration the current presiding of Bulgaria over the

Council of the European Union. •   Chair of the Gender Equality Committee Nada Drobnjakspoke in the conference organised on presenting theresults of the research “Prevention of child marriages inMontenegro: Challenges, lessons learnt and theory ofchange”. The research was made within the programme“Coordinated action to combat violence and childmarriages in the Roma and Egyptian communities”,carried out by the NGO Centre for Roma Initiative inpartnership with the UNICEF Office to Montenegro, andwith financial support of the EU. Representatives of therelevant institutions, NGOs and internationalorganisations took part in the conference.
15 March•   A group of  High school students paid a visit to theParliament of Montenegro, within the frameworks of theproject The Week of Civic Education, organised byMontenegrin and American Association of Students. Thestudents were acquainted with the history ofMontenegrin Parliamentarism, competencies and dutiesof the Parliament, as well as its organisation and work.The visit of high school students was organised withinthe Parliamentary Programme Open Parliament, aimedat bringing the institution closer to citizens, especiallythe youth, who may directly enhance their knowledge. 

•   Chair of the Committee on Political System, Judiciary andAdministration Željko Aprcović and Chair of theLegislative Committee Marta Šćepanović met withVojislav Raonić i Željka Lekić - Subašić, representativesof the regional project  "Support to Public Service Mediain the Western Balkans". During the meeting, theydiscussed the legislative framework concerning this areaand mechanisms for its further improvement. When itcomes to parliamentary activities, the support of thecarrier of the project will be mainly designated for thesaid areas.  Chairs of both committees expressedwillingness for further cooperation with regards to thisproject. 
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16 March•   President of the Parliament of Montenegro Ivan Brajovićspoke with Tana de Zulueta, Head of the ODIHRObservation Mission for the upcoming presidentialelection. Ivan Brajović expressed his satisfaction that theOSCE/ODIHR accepted his invitation to send theobservation mission and expressed his expectation of yetanother objective report of this organisation with regardto the elections in our country. It was assessed at themeeting that the Working Group of the Parliament didan excellent job while working on the implementation ofthe ODIHR recommendations, with the aim that theforthcoming election cycles be enforced with furtherimproved electoral legislation.•   Member of the Parliament of Montenegro's permanentdelegation and the Chairman of the General Committeeon Social Development, Education, Research and Scienceof the South East Europe Cooperation ProcessParliamentary Assembly (SEECP PA), Radule Novović,took part in the SEECP PA Standing Committee Meetingon 16 and 17 March in Bled. The Proposal of the FinalDeclaration, with amendments submitted byparliaments, was considered. 
19 March•   Committee on Economy, Finance and Budget held itsmeeting, during which the results of the project"Strengthening financial oversight of the Parliament ofMontenegro" were presented, which had been realisedwith financial support and cooperation of theWestminster Foundation for Democracy and the BritishEmbassy in Podgorica. The following attended themeeting: Alison Kemp, Ambassador of the UnitedKingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland toMontenegro, Aleksandar Jovićević, Secretary General ofthe Parliament of Montenegro and Emil Atanasovski,Westminster Foundation for Democracy's RegionalRepresentative for the Western Balkans. Chair PredragSekulić said that during the two-year project period,researchers from the Parliamentary Budget Officeprovided expert and technical support to parliamentarycommittees and MPs while analysing complexdocuments related to public finance, and that the Officesatisfied expectations. It was noted that: the project hasbeen successfully implemented, it was necessary tocontinue strengthening the oversight role of theparliament and the possibility of organisationalintegration of the Budget Office within the Parliament'sservice needed to be considered. It was also pointed outthat the establishment of the Budget Office, bearing in

mind previous strengthening of the capacity of theparliamentary service and the introduction of thepractice for all interested committees to consider theproposal for the budget in the domain of the areas oftheir responsibility, would significantly contribute to theimprovement of the parliamentary oversight of thebudget.

•   Chair of the Committee on International Relations andEmigrants Andrija Nikolić met with Ambassador of theRepublic of France to Montenegro Christine ToudicGaborit. They jointly concluded that it was important toestablish more intensive contacts between Committeeon Foreign Affairs of the French Parliament andCommittee on International Relations and Emigrants ofthe Parliament of Montenegro.
20 March•   President of the Parliament Ivan Brajović hosted theAmbassador of the Italian Republic Vincenzo DelMonaco, in a farewell visit. The President of theParliament thanked the Italian Ambassador for strongcontribution to interparliamentary cooperation.Ambassador Del Monaco granted recognition to theParliament of Montenegro and to President Brajović forthe demonstrated openness for internal dialogue, as wellas the contribution to the development of bilateralrelations between Montenegro and Italy.Theinterlocutors agreed that the excellent political relationsof the two countries should be the basis for the period tocome in order to strengthen cooperation on theeconomic plane.
21 March•   Chair of the Committee on European Integration AdrijanVuksanović held a meeting with evaluators of theOperational Programme “Human ResourceDevelopment” 2012-2013, when they highlighted theimportance of human resource development and thereturn of people to the labour market. Evaluators of theOperational Programme Richard Alen and Boško
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Nektarijević spoke about effective and inclusive measuresof active employment policy, education and research,social inclusion and technical support as the most relevantareas for their evaluation and analysis in makingrecommendations. The interlocutors shared views on thefuture vision of Montenegro and the role of the Parliamentof Montenegro, as the legislative body, in reducingunemployment and impacting on the growth of self-confidence of the citizens of Montenegro when it comesto the human resources development and theircontribution to the labour market.

22 March•   President Brajović met with non-residential Ambassadorof the Republic of Azerbaijan Eldar Hasanov. Theinterlocutors agreed that the planned appointment ofMontenegro’s diplomatic representative in Baku wouldfacilitate operational communication at all levels, and it isexpected that the seasonal opening of charter flights willsignificantly increase the tourist exchange. They alsoadded that excellent relations and investment projectscarried out in this moment were a good basis for evenmore intensive economic cooperation. The meeting alsodiscussed the political situation in Montenegro andAzerbaijan and the upcoming presidential elections whichwill be held next month in both countries. •   Chair of the Committee on Human Rights and FreedomsHalil Duković and member of the Committee Mirsad Murićtook part in the conference “For the stronger voice of thechild in society - Network of Golden OmbudsmanAdvisors”, organised by the Protector of Human Rights andFreedoms of Montenegro. The Network of GoldenOmbudsman Advisors was first established in 2014, withthe aim of creating conditions for achieving a higher levelof participation of children in all social life areas. •   President of the Parliament of Montenegro gave addreessat the ceremony of marking the 100th anniversary of thefounding of the Czechoslovak Republic, at the invitation ofthe Ambassador of Slovakia and Czech Republic RomanHloben and Karel Urban.  This occasion also marks the50th anniversary of the Prague Spring and the 25thanniversary of the two states’ independence.
23 March•   A group of students of the Faculty of Law of the University“Mediterranean” visited the Parliament of Montenegro.The visit by the students of the Faculty of Law of theUniversity “Mediterranean”, within the “Open Parliament”programme, as noted, contributes to education of youth.

After the usual tour of the Montenegrin Parliamentbuilding, the students talked with MP and Chair of theGender Equality Committee Nada Drobnjak, and Secretaryof the Legislative Committee, representative of theparliamentary expert service Vlatko Šćepanović. Theymostly discussed the work of parliamentary workingbodies, adoption of laws and plenary sessions. Studentslearned about historical development of parliamentarismin Montenegro, as well as about activities of the current26th Parliament of Montenegro. •   President Brajović met Director and Editor of "Novaknjiga" Predrag Uljarević, who informed him aboutpublishing and other activities of this outlet, including theInternational Book Fair and award "Literary Flame", co-founded by Mario Vargas Llosa.Brajović assessed assignificant activities on improving the reading culture,contributed by the publication of prominent titles and themaintenance of the bookstore chain in Montenegrintowns. •   Chair of the Committee on European Integration AdrijanVuksanović participated in the roundtable “Montenegro,Western Balkans and the European Union: accessionwithin easy reach?”. Vuksanović said that Montenegro hadonly one path - the European one, and that externalpressure positively influenced the process andimplementation of social and economic internal reforms,especially emphasising that stability of the WesternBalkans also affected the stability of the European Union.The roundtable participants agreed on the significance ofthe stability of the European Union, which will thereforemake it more accessible to other candidate countries, as

well as the importance of further work on strengtheningthe rule of law in the region.•   Member of the Permanent Delegation of the Parliament ofMontenegro to NATO PA Obrad Mišo Stanišić participatedin the Spring Standing Committee Meeting of the NATOParliamentary Assembly, held in Vilnius, on 23-24 March.The Meeting was aimed on the planning of the upcomingactivities of the Parliamentary Assembly of NATO,
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consideration of a series of financial documents dealingwith work of the Assembly, and the attention of theparticipants was dedicated to the issue of presiding overthe Parliament.

26 March•   Delegation of the Parliament of Montenegro composed ofPresident of the Parliament Ivan Brajović, MPs SuadNumanović, Jovanka Laličić and Miloš Nikolić paid a visitto Geneva, on the occasion of General Session of the 138thAssembly of the Inter-Parliamentary Union. PresidentBrajović addressed MPs from 178 countries, and heldmeetings with the President of the Inter-ParliamentaryUnion, President of the Parliament of Bulgaria, NationalCouncil of the Swiss Confederation, and  Director of theGeneva Centre for the Democratic Control of ArmedForces.
28 March•   Deputy Secretary General participated in the meeting ofthe Association of Secretaries General of Parliaments, asthe advisory body to the Inter-Parliamentary Union, whichwas held simultaneously with the 138th Session of the IPU.Secretaries-General of parliaments from around 70countries have, through presentations and debates,exchanged experiences and opinions on currentchallenges and issues that the parliamentaryadministrations encounter in their daily work. Parliamentand the society, the role of civil society in innovativeprocesses in parliaments, were also one of the topics of the

meeting of the Association, and attention was drawn bypresentations on the influence of Brexit on the parliamentsof other EU countries.•   Chair of the Gender Equality Committee Nada Drobnjakmet with political analyst of the OSCE/ODIHR ObservationMission for the presidential elections Mauro Calvo. Duringthe meeting, the position of women in Montenegro, theirrepresentation in the public sector and social life, werediscussed. 

29 March•   President of the Parliament of Montenegro Ivan Brajovićhosted the newly appointed non-resident Ambassador ofthe Republic of Tunisia to Montenegro Seyf AllahRejeb.President Brajović conveyed the readiness of theParliament of Montenegro to contribute to thestrengthening of overall relations through thestrengthening of parliamentary cooperation with theTunisian Parliament, especially with the aim of improvingeconomic cooperation.
30 March•   Chair of the Gender Equality Committee Nada Drobnjakspoke at the opening of the final conference “Women inManagement in Montenegro – Support to Women’sLeadership and Career Development in Montenegro”,hosted by the Union of Employers of Montenegro (UPCG),with the support of the International Labour Organisation(ILO) within the regional project of the ILO and UNDP“Promoting Inclusive Labour Market Solutions in theWestern Balkans”, funded by the Austrian DevelopmentAgency (ADA). A special ceremony was organised withinthis event - presentation of awards for “Best femalemanagers in Montenegro” for 2017. Chair of the GenderEquality Committee was presented with a plaque of theUnion of Employers of Montenegro.

•   President Brajović received the Ambassador of the ItalianRepublic to Podgorica Luka Zelioli.The interlocutorsemphasised the importance of further intensification ofeconomic cooperation and trade relations, withAmbassador Zelioli highlighting agriculture, sustainabletourism and environmental protection as priority areas ofcooperation. With the emphasis on the importance offurther improvement of the cooperation of the legislativeauthorities of Montenegro and the Italian Republic, thePresident congratulated the appointment of the newPresident of the Chamber of Deputies and the Presidentof the Senate of the Italian Republic.


