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Dear readers,We present to you the key information on activitiesof the Parliament of Montenegro in the period from1 to 30 April, which is, in the form of monthlynewsletter “Open Parliament”, prepared byParliamentary Service.During April, the Sixth Sitting of the First OrdinarySession of the Parliament of Montenegro in 2018,as well as the Fifth Special Sitting of the FirstOrdinary Session of the Parliament of Montenegroin 2018 took place.Committees considered six proposals for a law,  fiveproposals for a decision and performed otheractivities within their oversight role.In focus of this month’s newsletter is theparticipation of the President Brajović in theConference of Speakers of the European UnionParliaments, held in Tallinn. The newsletter is published monthly through whichthe Parliament endeavours to bring its work closerto Montenegrin citizens. We consider thispublication to be very significant as a reliablesource of information regarding the work of theParliament and we hope that you will find it useful.We remain open to your comments andsuggestions, as well as criticism, which can help usbring more quality to our work.
respectfully,

parliamentary service

at the sixth sitting of the first ordinary (spring)
session in 2018, the following was adopted: Law onInternational Developmental Cooperation and DeliveringInternational Humanitarian Aid, Law on Ratification of theAgreement on Establishing the European Molecular BiologyConference, Law on Ratification of the Agreement onEstablishing the European Molecular Biology Laboratory,with annexes, Law on Ratification of the Amendment toArticle 20 paragraph 1 of the Convention on the Eliminationof All Forms of Discrimination against Women, the Decisionon accepting the Agreement on Exercising the Put Option.TheParliament also determined the Opinion with a reply to theConstitutional Court of Montenegro with regard to theDecision on initiating the procedure of the constitutionalreview of provisions of Article 17 paragraph 6 and Article 22paragraph 2 of the Law on Public Sector Salaries (OfficialGazette of Montenegro, No 16/16, 83/16, 21/17, and 42/17).Under the item  “Elections and appointments”, the Parliamentof Montenegro also elected four members of the ProsecutorialCouncil from among prominent lawyers, as follows: VelimirRakočević, Aneta Spaić, Milan Filipović, and Ranka Čarapić.Furthermore, Zoran Vujičić was elected member of the StateElection Commission from among representatives of the civilsociety, NGO sector and universities, while Rajko Todorović-Todor was appointed President of the Jury for Presenting the13th July Award.

at the fifth special sitting of the first ordinary session
of the parliament of montenegro in 2018, within the itemPrime Minister’s Questions, Prime Minister of Montenegroanswered the questions posed by MPs. The Prime Ministerwas posed three questions.
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Proposals for law deliberated in committees

•    proposal for a law on amendments to the law on
obligations and Basic legal property relations in
air transport was considered and proposed to theParliament for adoption by the Committee on Economy,Finance and Budget. 

•    proposal for a law on amendments to the law on
health Care was considered and proposed to theParliament for adoption by the Committee on Health,Labour and Social Welfare. 

•    proposal for a law on ratification of the
amendment to article 20 paragraph 1 of the
Convention on the elimination of all forms of
Discrimination against Women was considered by theGender Equality Committee, who proposed to theCommittee on International Relations and Emigrants, asa lead committee, to propose it to the Parliament foradoption. The same proposal was considered by theCommittee on International Relations and Emigrantsand the Legislative Committee, who decided to proposeit to the Parliament for adoption. 

•    proposal for a law on ratification of the agreement
on establishing the european molecular Biology
Conference was considered and proposed to theParliament for adoption by the Committee onInternational Relations and Emigrants and theLegislative Committee.

•    proposal for a law on ratification of the agreement
on establishing the european molecular Biology
laboratory, with annexes was considered andproposed to the Parliament for adoption by theCommittee on International Relations and Emigrantsand the Legislative Committee.

•    proposal for a law on international Developmental
Cooperation and Delivering international
humanitarian aid was considered and proposed to theParliament for adoption by the Committee onInternational Relations and Emigrants and theLegislative Committee.

Proposals for other acts deliberated in committees

•    proposal for a Decision on exercising the right on
subsistence allowance for parliamentarians
residing outside podgorica, for their attendance at
parliamentary sessions was adopted by theAdministrative Committee. 

•    proposal for a Decision on considering the position
of persons with disabilities in montenegro (no 00-
72/18-10, epa 401 XXVi, of 21 march 2018, on
marking international Day of persons with
Disabilities) was considered and supported by theCommittee on Health, Labour and Social Welfare. 

•    proposal for a Decision on appointment of a
member of the state election Commission from
among the representatives of civil society, non-
governmental sector and universities wasdetermined by the Administrative Committee. 

•    proposal for a Decision of accepting the agreement
on executing the put option was considered andproposed to the Parliament for adoption by theCommittee on Economy, Finance and Budget and theLegislative Committee. 

•    proposal for a Decision on appointing the president
of the Jury for presenting the 13th July award wasdetermined by the Administrative Committee. 

Other activities of working bodies

•    At the 37th meeting of the Committee on political
system, Judiciary and administration, held on 27April, the Committee decided to propose to theParliament to appoint Velimir Rakočević, Aneta Spaić,Milan Filipović and Ranka  Čarapić as four members ofthe Prosecutorial Council from among respectablejurists.  

•    At the 19th meeting of the security and Defence
Committee, 12 April, members of the Committeeconsidered and approved of the 2017 PerformanceReport of the National Security Agency.

•    At the 31st meeting of the Committee on international
relations and emigrants, held on 19 April, membersof the Committee provided a positive opinion on theproposal to appoint Milica Pejanović - Đurišić asExtraordinary and Plenipotentiary Ambassador ofMontenegro - Permanent Representative, Head of thePermanent Mission of Montenegro to the UnitedNations, on residential basis in New York.  

•    At the 33rd meeting, held on 25 April, members of theCommittee provided a positive opinion on the proposalto appoint Ana Vukadinović as the Extraordinary andPlenipotentiary Ambassador of Montenegro to theRepublic of Greece, on residential basis in Athens. 
•    At the fourteenth meeting of the gender equality

Committee, held on 3 April, there was a consultativehearing of Minister of Education Damir Šehović,Minister of Human and Minority Rights Mehmed Zenkaand the Director General of the Directorate forOrganisation of Judiciary, Criminal Legislation andSupervision Marijana Laković - Drašković on the topic"Exercising children's rights in the Roma community inMontenegro with a special focus on girls' education”.
•    At the 38th meeting of the administrative Committee,held on 19 April, members of the Committee decided topropose to the Parliament to appoint Zoran Vujičić asmember of the State Election Commission. 
•    At the second meeting of the Commission for

monitoring and Control of the privatization process,held on 25 April, the Commission was acquainted withthe 2018 Privatisation Plan of the Government ofMontenegro, and adopted the Work Plan of theCommission for the 2018. 
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NEWS FROM PARLIAMENT
MP of the Parliament of Montenegro Radule Novović participated in the Fifth Plenary

Session of the SEECP Parliamentary Assembly Member of the standing delegation of theParliament of Montenegro and Chair of theGeneral Committee on Social Development, Education,Research and Science of the Parliamentary Assembly of theSouth-East European Cooperation Process (SEECP PA) MrRadule Novović took part in the Fifth Plenary Session ofthe SEECP PA held on 13-14 April in Ljubljana, withinSlovenian Chairmanship-in-Office. The main topic of thediscussion between the heads of parliaments and otherparliamentarians was focused on the state of play andperspectives of regional organisations in Southeast Europe,as well as on the European perspective of individualcountries participating in the SEECP PA, which are notmembers of the European Union, in the light of recentevents in the EU, such as Brexit and the developmentsregarding Catalonia. The meeting was also dedicated topresentation and adoption of reports and resolutionsprepared by the three SEECP PA general committees. Onthis occasion, MP Radule Novović also addressed theparticipants, when he presented the report and resolutionfrom the meeting of the General Committee on Social
Delegation of the Committee on International Relations and Emigrants paid an official

visit to the Parliament of RomaniaMembers of the Committee held separate meetingswith the Vice-Chairman of the Chamber of

Deputies of the Parliament of Romania Ben-Oni Ardelean,representatives of committees on foreign and Europeanaffairs of both chambers of the Romanian Parliament,representatives of the Committee for RomanianCommunities Living Abroad of the Chamber of Deputies, aswell as with the State Secretary at the Ministry of ForeignAffairs. Chairperson of the Committee for Foreign Policy ofthe Chamber of Deputies of the Romanian Parliament MsBiró Rozália-Ibolya welcomed the seriousness ofMontenegro's approach to the integration process, with theassessment that it was a country determining stability inthe region, leading successful foreign policy and working

Development, Education, Research and Science. Theparticipants in the meeting of the General Committee onSocial Development, Education, Research and Science,chaired by MP Radule Novović, praised the efforts of theParliament of Montenegro on drafting texts of reports andresolutions, as well as the excellent organisation of themeeting held on 24 February in Podgorica. Also, membersof the General Committee unanimously decided, due to hissuccessful chairing of the Committee in the previousperiod, to re-elected MP Radule Novović as the CommitteeChair, for a new one-year mandate.

with commitment on the emancipation of society.Pointing out the significance of parliamentarydiplomacy, Chair of the Committee on InternationalRelations and Emigrants Andrija Nikolić presented aconcrete proposal for strengthening the parliamentarycooperation between Montenegro and Romania. At themeetings, they also discussed the fight against corruption,enhancing cooperation in the field of security, justice,gender equality, tourism, education and science. Theinterlocutors exchanged views on the models ofcooperation with the diaspora, and agreed that specialattention should be paid to the improvement of the statusof emigrants, by recognising the contributions thatemigrants provide to their country of origin.
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IN FOCUS

President of the Parliament of Montenegro IvanBrajović participated in the Conference ofSpeakers of the European Union Parliaments, whichtook place on 23-24 April in the capital city of Estonia,Tallinn. President Brajović held several bilateralmeetings. At the meeting with President of the

European Parliament Antonio Tajani, Tajani expressedoptimism about Montenegro's EU accession by 2025.He voiced readiness for joint work and personalcontribution to the strengthening of the economy andreform processes in Montenegro. The President of theParliament of Montenegro also talked with thepresidents of parliaments of the states that currentlyhold and that will hold presidency of the EuropeanUnion in the upcoming period: Ms Tsveta Karayanchevafrom Bulgaria, Mr Wolfgang Sobotka from Austria, MsPaula Risikko from Finland.  Meetings were also held

President Ivan Brajović attended the Conference of Speakers of the European Union
Parliamentswith President of the Italian Senate Ms Maria ElisabettaAlberti Casellati, President of the French Senate MrGerard Larcher and Speaker of the Swedish ParliamentMr Urban Ahlin. All interlocutors pointed out goodbilateral relations with Montenegro and voicedsatisfaction with the citizens' decision to affirm the pro-European future of their country in the previouspresidential election. The speakers of the parliaments,also without exception, advocated for the regattaprinciple for the future EU member states and voicedtheir willingness to be solid partners to Montenegro onits path towards the community of European peoples.They discussed the models of providing concretesupport in the reform processes, strengthening theadministrative capacities and economic cooperationwith Montenegro. President Brajović voiced realistic expectation thatMontenegro be the first next member state of the EU,as well as the position that all Western Balkanscountries - with the support of our country - shouldbecome a part of the Union as soon as possible. In theconclusions of the Conference, adopted by the speakersof the EU parliaments, they underlined enlargement asa key policy of the Union, which must be based on theprinciple of individual achievements of each country.One of the conclusions says that because of thestrengthening of external influences on the WBcountries, it is imperative that the EU continues toprotect its values and interests in the region. 

european Court of human rights.“The European Court of Human Rights is a Council of Europe body establishedin 1959 on the basis of the European Convention on Human Rights. The number of judges in the Court matches thenumber of states which are High Contracting Parties to the Convention. It has its seat in Strasbourg. Under certainconditions stipulated in the European Convention on Human Rights, the European Court of Human Rights can considerindividual applications against the violation of the rights enshrined in the European Convention and its Protocols to it.This Convention defines the fundamental civil and political rights and freedoms of every individual. Citizens of Councilof Europe Member States, including those of Montenegro, can apply to the European Court of Human Rights for theprotection of the rights and freedoms enshrined in the Convention and its Protocols if they have exhausted all the legalremedies available for them before national judicial bodies.”1
1 Doc. dr Komar, Olivera, Prof. dr Ivana Jelić, Nataša Komnenić, Irena Mijanović, Jelena Radonjić, Vlatko Šćepanović, Parlamentarni leksikon, Podgorica,Skupština Crne Gore 2016, str. 210-211.

PARLIAMENTARY GLOSSARY
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FROM THE HISTORY OF 
MONTENEGRIN PARLIAMENTARISM 

montenegrin literature in the
medieval period- Chronicle of the

priest of DukljaCovering the period from 12thcentury to the 15th century,Montenegrin literature wasintroduced with significant literaryworks. The most important literarywork of Montenegro in the Medievalperiod, as well as the mosthistorically relevant work of thatperiod is the “Chronicle of the Priestof Duklja” (Ljetopis popa Dukljanina).The said work came about at the endof the 12th century, and has alsobeen referred to throughoutliterature as “Barski rodoslov”,referring to the place where the workwas composed, as well as “RegnumSclavorum”, referring to the topicpredominantly discussed in the work.The work bears its author’s name, apriest of the Church of Duklja,however given the character of thework, the aforementioned title maynot be the most suitable one. Somehistorians consider the chronicle tobe the first national literary work,bearing in mind its slavic character,whereas certain historians considerthe chronicle to be both a literary and
1 Izvor: Andrijašević, Živko, Rastoder, Šerbo, Istorija Crne Gore od najstarijih vremena do 2003., Centar za iseljenike Crne Gore, Podgorica, 2006,str. 66 – 67. 

a historiographic achievement. Thechronicle consists of seven sections,as follows: Foreword, writingsconcerning Goths, Hagiography of St.Constantine, Methodius, Chroniclesof Travunia, Hagiography of St.Vladimir (the legend of Vladimir andKosara), and the history of Duklja.The sections are divided into 47chapters. Thus, the priest of Dukljacollected a few small slavic writings,translated them into Latin, whileincorporating his historic view ofDuklja. The parts he incorporatedinto the chronicle came about duringthe 10th and the 11th century.Addressing the readers, he states thatthese writings were only records ofwhat had already been passed ontohim by “our fathers and older men ascredible accounts”. He was clearlyreferring to the part involving thepast of the State of Duklja, which heundoubtedly wrote. The priest ofDuklja provides us with a genealogyof kings of Duklja and the royalfamily, the period involving thedynasty and the political situation,territorial jurisdiction of the State ofDuklja, social life of Duklja, war withthe Byzantine Empire, and thedomestic political conflicts.
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2 April•   A group of students from the Montenegrin Associationof Political Science Students paid a visit to the Parliamentof Montenegro. MAPSS has been conducting for fiveyears in a row an activity of simulation of parliamentarypractice, and visit to the Parliament of Montenegro aspart of this project aimed at developing a culture ofdialogue, debate and critical thinking among youngpeople and providing insight into the functioning oflegislative procedures. After the usual tour of theMontenegrin Parliament building, the students metChair of the Constitutional Committee of the Parliamentof Montenegro Miodrag Vuković and Deputy SecretaryGeneral of the Parliament of Montenegro Marija Mirjačić.Students were also informed about history of theParliament of Montenegro, as well as the way of mediareporting on the meetings of the working bodies andplenums.       

12 April•   Member of the Committee on Economy, Finance andBudget Ms Ana Nikolić took part in the Conferencedevoted to presentation of the Strategic DevelopmentPlan of the State Audit Institution (SAI) of Montenegrofor the period 2018-2022, organised by the SAI incooperation with SIGMA (Support for improvement inGovernance and Management - a program to supportmanagement and governance improvement, funded bythe EU to support candidate countries in the publicadministration reform efforts). MP Nikolić expressed theexpectation that the ambitious Strategic DevelopmentPlan of the SAI for the period 2018-2022 and theactivities of the DRI in the forthcoming period wouldsignificantly contribute to improving the control of thespending of public funds, through increasing the qualityof audits, in particular the audit of success and throughimprovement of cooperation with the Parliament and itsworking bodies, through the announced protocol oncooperation between these two institutions, whichwould introduce an even more dynamic relationshipwith regard to the exchange of information and jointactivities.
13 April•   President of the Parliament of Montenegro Ivan Brajovićspoke with Vice President and MPs of the EuropeanParliament. Brajović expressed his gratitude with thefact that the EP accepted his invitation to monitor the

presidential election in Montenegro scheduled for 15April. Among other things, the meeting also discussedthe importance of holding the election process in fair anddemocratic environment, which should be contributedby all actors of the election process.  The EP delegationheaded by the EP Vice President Mr Fabio MassimoCastaldo, was composed of Mr Jose Inacio Faria, MrTonino Picula, Mr Javier Nart, Mr Tamas Meszerics andMr Andre Elissen. 

•   Members of the Democrat Youth Community of Europevisited the Parliament of Montenegro. During their usualtour of the Parliament of Montenegro, representativesof this association learned about history, powers andmanner of functioning of the Parliament of Montenegro.The visit was organised as part of the activities of the26th Congress of the Democrat Youth Community, whichis being held in Montenegro from 12 to 15 April. TheParliament was also visited by a group of undergraduatestudents at the Faculty of Political and Social Sciences Pofrom Dijon – France, organised by the AssociationBourgogne Balkan Express, promoting relationsbetween the Balkan states and the European Union.Upon their request, the students talked withChairperson of the Gender Equality Committee Ms NadaDrobnjak and Chairperson of the Committee forEuropean Integration Mr Adrijan Vuksanović. They weremostly interested in topics related to the relationsbetween Montenegro and the EU, as well as theintegration process itself.
14 April•   Member of the standing delegation of the Parliament ofMontenegro and Chair of the General Committee onSocial Development, Education, Research and Science ofthe Parliamentary Assembly of the South-East EuropeanCooperation Process (SEECP PA) Mr Radule Novovićtook part in the Fifth Plenary Session of the SEECP PAheld last week in Ljubljana, within SlovenianChairmanship-in-Office. 

parliament of montenegro
the newsletter is edited by the education Centre of the parliamentary institute. 

newsletter on the parliament of montenegro performance  electronic format  release: monthly  year Viii  no. 81  april 2018



Bilten o radu Vlade Crne Gore   Elektronsko izdanje   Izlazi petnaestodnevno   Godina II   Broj 17   1-Bilten o radu Vlade Crne Gore   Elektronsko izdanje   Izlazi petnaestodnevno   Godina II   Broj 17   1-Bilten o radu Vlade Crne Gore   Elektronsko izdanje   Izlazi petnaestodnevno   Godina II   Broj 17   1-Bilten o radu Vlade Crne Gore   Elektronsko izdanje   Izlazi petnaestodnevno   Godina II   Broj 17   1-Bilten o radu Vlade Crne Gore   Elektronsko izdanje   Izlazi petnaestodnevno   Godina II   Broj 17   1-Bilten o radu Vlade Crne Gore   Elektronsko izdanje   Izlazi petnaestodnevno   Godina II   Broj 17   1-

8

Centar za demokratsku tranziciju, VII�Omladinske bb, Podgorica; tel: +382 20 207 070, 207 071; fax +382 20 207 072; e-mail:

NAZIV�PROJEKTA: OTVORENE INSTITUCIJE
Projekat finansira Evropska unija posredstvom Delegacije Evropske unije u Crnoj

Centar za demokratsku tranziciju, VII�Omladinske bb, Podgorica; tel: +382 20 207 070, 207 071; fax +382 20 207 072; e-mail:

NAZIV�PROJEKTA: OTVORENE INSTITUCIJE
Projekat finansira Evropska unija posredstvom Delegacije Evropske unije u Crnoj

Centar za demokratsku tranziciju, VII Omladinske bb, Podgorica; tel: +382 20 207 070, 207 071; fax +382 20 207 072; e-mail: cdtmn@t-com.me; www.cdtmn.org

naZiV proJeKta: otVorene institUCiJe
projekat finansira evropska unija posredstvom Delegacije evropske unije u Crnoj gori

Centar za demokratsku tranziciju, VII Omladinske bb, Podgorica; tel: +382 20 207 070, 207 071; fax +382 20 207 072; e-mail: cdtmn@t-com.me; www.cdtmn.org

naZiV proJeKta: otVorene institUCiJe
projekat finansira evropska unija posredstvom Delegacije evropske unije u Crnoj gori

Centar za demokratsku tranziciju, VII Omladinske bb, Podgorica; tel: +382 20 207 070, 207 071; fax +382 20 207 072; e-mail: cdtmn@t-com.me; www.cdtmn.org

naZiV proJeKta: otVorene institUCiJe
projekat finansira evropska unija posredstvom Delegacije evropske unije u Crnoj gori

Centar za demokratsku tranziciju, VII Omladinske bb, Podgorica; tel: +382 20 207 070, 207 071; fax +382 20 207 072; e-mail: cdtmn@t-com.me; www.cdtmn.org

naZiV proJeKta: otVorene institUCiJe
projekat finansira evropska unija posredstvom Delegacije evropske unije u Crnoj gori

8

parliament of montenegro
the newsletter is edited by the education Centre of the parliamentary institute. 

18 April•   At today’s meeting, the Collegium of the President of theParliament of Montenegro has considered issues relatedto the current and upcoming parliamentary activities.The Collegium of the President has expressed pleasurewith the presence of observer delegations from theCouncil of Europe, European Parliament and ODIHR atthe presidential election of 15 April, as well as withpreliminary findings and conclusions of theInternational Observation Mission. With regard to theEC’s Progress Report, the Collegium of the President hasconsidered the key findings and guidelines, related toachieved reforms and further progress of Montenegroon its integration process. The Collegium of the Presidenthas noted that the Report on addressingrecommendations by the State Audit Institution (SAI)was delivered within legally prescribed deadline. Byaddressing the SAI requests, the shortcomings that hadprevented the proper functioning of the parliamentaryservice have been removed. •   Delegation of the Committee on European Integrationpaid a visit to Budva, and during the meeting with thestudents of the secondary school and the municipalleadership they discussed the importance of the EU andpossibilities of using IPA funds. Organisation of publicdebates with secondary school students and meetingswith representatives of the local self-governments isone of the ways which the Committee on EuropeanIntegration uses in order to bring the negotiationprocess closer to citizens. Since the beginning of the26th Parliament of Montenegro, this is the fourth visitto a Montenegrin municipality. While presentingadvantages of the European integration process  foryouth,  Chair of the Committee on European IntegrationMr Adrijan Vuksanović and members Mr MihailoAnđušić and Mr Momčilo Martinović also promoted thepossibilities for studying in the EU, intensifyinginformation with regard to educational exchangeprogrammes offered by the EU, but also the advantages

of the single labour market and honouring of theEuropean values, such as tolerance andmulticulturalism. Delegation of the Committee onEuropean Integration met vice presidents of theMunicipality, President of the Local Assembly, ChiefAdministrator and Head of the Cabinet of the Presidentof the Municipality.
19 April•   Chair of the Committee on International Relations andEmigrants Andrija Nikolić held a meeting with FrenchAmbassador to Montenegro Ms Christine ToudicGaborit. The meeting was assessed as another proof ofgood and intensive communication between the FrenchEmbassy and the Parliament of Montenegro. Theinterlocutors discussed a visit of the French senators toMontenegro, being only one among many activitiesaimed at specifying the cooperation and improvingfriendly relations between France and Montenegro.
23 April•   Head of Delegation of the Parliament of Montenegroto the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council ofEurope (PACE) Mr Predrag Sekulić took part in thePACE Spring Session, in Strasbourg. In the course offour days of the session, the deputies exchangedviews on the position of journalists in Europe and theprotection of editorial integrity, confiscation of illegalassets as means of combating corruption, legalchallenges related to hybrid war, climate change andthe implementation of the Paris Agreement, and theright to derogation from the provisions of theEuropean Convention on Human Rights in the event

of a state of emergency. The Session also includeddiscussions on the humanitarian needs of internallydisplaced persons, prevention of terrorist groupsfunding, the situation in Libya, as well as Europe'srole in peace-making initiatives in Syria. Special

CALENDAR
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interest was triggered by a debate on the report ofthe Independent Investigation Body on theallegations of corruption within the ParliamentaryAssembly as well as a discussion on the recentlyadopted Copenhagen Declaration dealing with thereform of the European system of human rightsprotection. On day two of the Session, theParliamentary Assembly elected Ms Ivana Jelić as anew judge from Montenegro to the European Courtof Human Rights.•   Member of the Parliament of Montenegro'sPermanent Delegation to the NATO ParliamentaryAssembly Mr Obrad Mišo Stanišić participated in the97th Rose-Roth seminar of the NATO ParliamentaryAssembly on: “Georgia and the Black Sea Region inthe New Geopolitical Order”, which took place on 23-25 April 2018. The seminar gathered about twohundred participants, including parliamentarians

from NATO member states, associate and partnercountries, senior officials mainly form the hostcountry and representatives of internationalorganisations, non-governmental sector, universitiesand representatives of think tanks. The basic aim ofthe event is to provide a forum and facilitate dialogueat parliamentary level on security issues among mainlegislators of NATO countries and their counterpartsfrom partnering countries and provide currentinformation from the said field.•   Committee on Health, Labour and Social Welfare,headed by Chair of the Committee Mr SuadNumanović and MPs Ms Maja Bakrač and Mr MirsadMurić, paid a visit to Special Psychiatric Hospital“Dobrota” in Kotor. During the visit, they metDirector of the Psychiatric Hospital Mr DraganČabarkapa, Head of the Department for AddictionTreatment Ms Marina Roganović and Head of theJudicial Department Mr Jovo Đedović. After themeetings, the Chairperson of the Committee and MPsvisited premises where the patients of the health

institution Special Psychiatric Hospital in Kotor areaccommodated.
24 April•   Chair of the Committee on European Integration MrAdrijan Vuksanović met with H.E. Mr MladenChervenyakov, Ambassador of the Republic ofBulgaria to Montenegro. At the meeting, theydiscussed the upcoming visit to Montenegro by adelegation of the Committee on European Affairs andOversight of the European Funds of the NationalAssembly of the Republic of Bulgaria. Furthermore,they also discussed current developments regarding

the process of integration of the Western Balkansinto the European Union and the upcoming EU-Western Balkans Summit, to be held in Sofia on 17May.•   President of the Parliament of Montenegro IvanBrajović took part in the Conference of Speakers ofthe European Union Parliaments, which was held inthe capital of Estonia Tallinn, on 23 and 24 April.•   Delegation of the Committee on InternationalRelations and Emigrants paid an official visit to theParliament of Romania. •   Gender Equality Committee and the OSCE Mission toMontenegro organised a two-day thematic workshopfor MPs and parliamentary staff on “Gender equalityand gender mainstreaming”, with the aim ofimplementing one of the measures from the ActionPlan for the Gender Sensitive Parliament ofMontenegro, September 2016 - September 2018,which stipulates that the Parliament willpermanently educate and strengthen all its capacitiesfor the implementation of the gender equalityconcept in everyday work. The following spoke at theopening of the conference: Ms Sanja Pavićević,member of the Gender Equality Committee, and Ms Lia
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Magnaguagno, Head of the DemocratizationProgramme at the OSCE Mission. The followingparliamentarians took part in the two-day workshop:

Ms Sanja Pavićević, Ms Jovanka Laličić, Ms Ana Nikolić,Mr Zvonko Vuković and Mr Radule Novović.
25 April•   Chair of the Gender Equality Committee Ms NadaDrobnjak met Adviser to the Minister for Human Rightsand Refugees of Bosnia and Herzegovina Ms SanjaŠkuletic - Malagić. During the meeting, the interlocutorsdiscussed implementation of measures from the ActionPlan for the Gender Sensitive Parliament ofMontenegro, September 2016 - September 2018, witha special accent on topics: "Introduction gender aspectsin legislation - Parliament of Montenegro", "Genderequality and gender mainstreaming” and "Introductiongender-responsive budgeting procedures (GRB)". Theyalso talked about the results of regional cooperation inthe field of gender equality promotion and pointed outthe importance of its continuation.•   Vice President of the Parliament Mr BranimirGvozdenović took part in the Sarajevo Business Forum,sponsored by the Presidency of Bosnia andHerzegovina. Vice President Gvozdenović spoke ondigitalisation within the topic “Southeast EuropeInternational Gateways and Connectivity”. He

emphasised that global processes and digitaltransformation had a huge impact on economy,

government and society of a country, and that theprocess of digitalisation of society, that is, thedigitisation of "everything" was a reality, not a far-offfuture. Speaking of chances of the region in the field ofdigitalisation, Vice President Gvozdenović emphasisedthat, since 2014, the governments of the six WesternBalkans countries had been working with dedicationon accelerated development of regional cooperationand promotion of joint projects in the areas of commoninterest, where the best example for this was theregional initiative to reduce the roaming costs.
26 April•   Chair of the Committee on International Relations andEmigrants Andrija Nikolić met with Ambassador of theFederal Republic of Germany to Montenegro HansGünther Mattern. Nikolić and Mattern noted that theEU-Western Balkans Strategy sends a clear messagethat the European Union stands by the invitationaddressed to the countries in the region to become the

EU members in an ambitious, but realistic perspective,with joint assessment that Montenegro has made goodprogress in the integration process, as recognised inthis year's report of the European Commission, but thatthe field of the rule of law remains its biggest challenge.Furthermore, Ambassador Mattern emphasised theneed for the reduction of the political influence on thejudiciary bodies, which, as he said, was also noted in theEU report. Mr Nikolić especially thanked AmbassadorMattern for the strong support that Germany has beengiving to the European integration of Montenegro, bothat an expert level and through raising awareness amongother EU members about the importance and the needfor strengthening the enlargement policy. Nikolić  notedthat frequent communication with the Bundestag wasvery important for the Parliament of Montenegro,bearing in mind its role in the decision-making processon further stages of the integration processes ofMontenegro and the Western Balkans countries.


