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Dear readers,We present to you the key information on activitiesof the Parliament of Montenegro in the period from1 to 31 December, which is, in the form of monthlynewsletter “Open Parliament”, prepared byParliamentary Service. During December, Fourth Sitting of the SecondOrdinary Session of the Parliament of Montenegroin 2018 and Eighth Sitting of the Second OrdinarySession of the Parliament of Montenegro in 2018were held. There was also a Seventh Special Sittingof the Second Ordinary Session of the Parliament ofMontenegro in  2018. Committees considered 13proposals for a law, one proposal for a decision andperformed other activities within their oversightrole.In focus of this month’s newsletter is holding of14th Meeting of Conference of the ParliamentaryCommittees on European Integration/Affairs of theStates Participating in the Stabilization andAssociation Process in South East Europe (COSAP).The newsletter is published monthly through whichthe Parliament endeavours to bring its work closerto Montenegrin citizens. We consider thispublication to be very significant as a reliablesource of information regarding the work of theParliament and we hope that you will find it useful. We remain open to your comments andsuggestions, as well as criticism, which can help usbring more quality to our work.
respectfully,

parliamentary service
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newsletter on the parliament of montenegro performance  electronic format  release: monthly  year Viii  no. 88  December 2018

at the fourth sitting of the second ordinary
session of the parliament of montenegro in 2018, theMPs adopted the following: Law on Amendments to theLaw on Water, Law on Certification of Signatures,Manuscripts and Transcripts, Law on JudicialCooperation in Criminal Matters with the EU MemberStates, Law on Amendments to the Law on Notaries, Lawon the 2017 Final Budget Account of Montenegro, alongwith: the Report on Audit of the Proposal for the Law onAmendments to the Final Budget Statement ofMontenegro for 2017 and Annual Report on PerformedAudits and Activities of the State Audit Institution for theperiod October 2017 – October 2018, Law onAmendments to the Law on Cinematography, Law onAmendments to the Law on Maintenance of ResidentialBuildings, Law on Ratification of the Joint ProtocolRelating to the Application of the Vienna Convention andthe Paris Convention and the National Security Strategy.The Parliament also endorsed the Report on theImplementation of the 2017 Action Plan for 2014-2020Regional Development Strategy of Montenegro, Reporton the Implementation of the 2015-2018 NationalConsumer Protection Programme for the period July2018 - June 2018, Ninth Semi-annual Report on theoverall activities within the integration process ofMontenegro to the European Union, for the periodJanuary - June 2018, 2017 Performance Report of theFund for Protection and Exercising of Minority Rightsand 2017 Report on Activities Related to Regulation ofCommunal Services.Within the item of Elections and appointments, theParliament appointed Uroš Andrijašević the president of
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the Council of the Insurance Supervision Agency.Furthermore, Mirjana Kuveljić and Mirza Medunjanin wereelected members of the Evaluation Commission. BrankoKovijanić was appointed the president of the Council of theAgency for Electronic Communications and Postal Services,and Vladan Đukanović and Šaleta Đurović members of theCouncil of the Agency for Electronic Communications andPostal Services. 
at the seventh special sitting of the second ordinary

session of the parliament of montenegro in 2018,within the agenda item Prime Minister’s Questions andMPs’ Questions, MPs’ questions were answered by thePrime Minister of Montenegro and ministers in theGovernment. The Prime Minister was posed six questions,whereas ministers were posed 58 questions in total.
at the eighth sitting of the second ordinary session of

the parliament of montenegro in 2018, MPs adopted:Law on Amendments to the Law on International andTemporary Protection of Foreigners, Law on Amendmentsto the Law on Internal Affairs, 2019 Budget Law ofMontenegro, Decision on Borrowing of Montenegro for2019, Proposals for 2019 financial plans with the workplans of the following independent regulatory bodies:Agency for Electronic Communications and Postal Services,Energy Regulatory Agency, Insurance Supervision Agency,Capital Market Commission, Agency for Medicines andMedical Devices and the Agency for Electronic Media, Lawon Amendments to the Law on Foreigners, Law on LocalSelf-Government Financing, Law on Ratification of ILOConvention No. 151 on Labour Relations in the PublicService, Law on Ratification of amendments to the MontrealProtocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer andthe Law on Amendments to the Law on Higher Education.
Proposals for law deliberated in committees

•    proposal for a law on amendments to the law on
the execution of suspended sentence and sentence
of community service was considered and proposed tothe Parliament for adoption by the LegislativeCommittee.

•    proposal for a law on amendments to the law on
enforcement of imprisonment sentences, fines and
security measures was considered and proposed to theParliament for adoption by the Legislative Committee.

•    proposal for a law on national awards wasconsidered and proposed to the Parliament for adoptionby the Legislative Committee. 
•    proposal for a law on ratification of the montreal

protocol on ozone layer damaging substances wasconsidered and proposed to the Parliament for adoptionby Legislative Committee and the Committee onInternational Relations and Emigrants. 
•    proposal for a law on ratification of the ilo

Convention no. 151 on labour relations in the
public service was considered and proposed to the

Parliament  for adoption by Legislative Committee andthe Committee on International Relations andEmigrants. 
•    proposal for a law on amendments to the law on

working hours and recess time concerning mobile
workers and recording equipment in road transportwas considered and proposed to the Parliament foradoption by the Committee on Economy, Finance andBudget.

•    proposal for a 2019 Budget law was considered byGender Equality Committee, Security and DefenceCommittee, Committee on Tourism, Agriculture, Ecologyand Spatial Planning, Committee on Health, Labour andSocial Welfare, Committee on Human Rights andFreedoms, Committee on Education, Science, Cultureand Sports, Committee on Political System, Judiciary andAdministration, Committee on International Relationsand Emigrants, within the scope of their competence.The said committees decided to submit an opinion onthe law proposal to the lead committee - Committee onEconomy, Finance and Budget. Furthermore, the lawproposal was considered and proposed to theParliament for adoption by Committee on Economy,Finance and Budget and Legislative Committee.
•    proposal for a law on amendments to the law on

international and temporary protection of
foreigners was considered and proposed to theParliament for adoption by Committee on PoliticalSystem, Judiciary and Administration and LegislativeCommittee.

•    proposal for a law on amendments to the law on
internal affairs was considered and proposed to theParliament for adoption by Committee on PoliticalSystem, Judiciary and Administration and LegislativeCommittee.

•    proposal for a law on amendments to the law on
foreigners was considered and proposed to theParliament for adoption by Committee on PoliticalSystem, Judiciary and Administration and LegislativeCommittee.

•    proposal for a law on local self-government
financing was considered and proposed to theParliament for adoption by the Legislative Committeeand the Committee on Economy, Finance and Budget. 

•    proposal for a law on amendments to the law on
public peace and order was considered and proposedto the Parliament for adoption by Legislative Committeeand the Committee on Political System, Judiciary andAdministration. 

•    proposal for a law on amendments to the law on
higher education was considered and proposed to theParliament for adoption by the Legislative Committeeand the Committee on Education, Science, Culture andSports. 

Proposals for other acts deliberated in committees

•    proposal for a Decision on Borrowing of
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montenegro for 2019 was considered andproposed to the Parliament for adoption by theCommittee on Economy, Finance and Budget andthe Legislative Committee. 
Other activities of working bodies

•    At the 33rd meeting of the security and Defence
Committee, held on 20 December, the Committeeadopted the 2019 Parliamentary Oversight Plan.

•   At the 57th meeting of the Committee on political
system, Judiciary and administration, held on 21December, the Committee determined the List ofeight candidates, relating to the Public Call for theElection of Four members of the Judicial Councilfrom among respectable jurists. 

•   At the 58th meeting of the Committee on economy,
finance and Budget, held on 14 December,Committee members considered and proposed thatParliament adopt Proposals for 2019 financial planswith the work plans of the following independentregulatory bodies: Agency for ElectronicCommunications and Postal Services, InsuranceSupervision Agency, Capital Market Commission,Energy Regulatory Agency, Agency for Medicinesand Medical Devices and the Agency for ElectronicMedia.

•   At the 60th meeting, held on 18 December, theCommittee determined three proposals fordecisions, and decided to propose to the Parliamentthat Branko Kovijanić be elected Chair of the Councilof Agency for Electronic Communications, and thatŠaleta Đurović and Vladan Đukanović be electedmembers of the Agency Council. 
•   At the 61st meeting, held on 27 December, theCommittee considered Montenegro's DraftEconomic Reform Program (ERP) for the period2019-2021. 
•   At the 27th meeting of the Committee on human

rights and freedoms, held on 3 December, there

was a consultative hearing of representatives of theProtector of Human Rights and Freedoms inMontenegro, Ministry of Labour and Social Welfare,Ministry of Health, Ministry of Education, Ministryof Justice, Ministry for Human Rights andMinorities, Ministry of Finance and Ministry of theInterior.  
•   At the 26th meeting of 17 December, a controlhearing was conducted, on the topic: “Summarisingresults involving implementation of the Strategy forPermanent Resolution of Status of Displaced andInternally Displaced Persons in Montenegro, withspecial reference to the Konik area”.  •    At the 29th meeting, held on 24 December, therewas a consultative hearing of representatives ofMinistry of Justice, Ministry of the Interior and theInstitute for the Execution of Criminal Sanctions. •    At the 30th meeting of 27 December, the Committeesummed up the work results of 2018. •    At the 26th meeting of Committee on education,

science, Culture and sports, held on 27 December,there was a control hearing of Minister of CultureAleksandar Bogdanović, on the topic: “Protection ofImmovable Cultural Heritage of Montenegro”. •    At the 24th meeting of the gender equality
Committee, held on 6 December, the Committeemarked 75th anniversary of political participationof women in Montenegro, respectively the date (5-6 December 1943) when the First Congress of Anti-Fascist Women’s Front in Montenegro and Boka washeld. Chair of the Gender Equality Committee NadaDrobnjak reminded of the significance and role ofAnti-Fascist Women’s Front throughoutMontenegrin history, as well as the civilisationalheritage originating from the movement. 

•    At the 40th meeting of the Committee on tourism,
agriculture, ecology and spatial planning, heldon 24 December, a consultative hearing wasconducted, on the topic: “Implementation of Activities
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concerning regulation of the water course of Bojanariver.

•    At the 41st meeting of the Committee, held on thesame day, a consultative hearing was conducted onthe topic: “Implementation of assessments andpositions of the Committee on Tourism, Agriculture,Ecology and Spatial Planning on the considering ofrecommendations of the Final Report of SAI on theaudit of the financial report of the Public EnterpriseRegional Water Supply Company for MontenegrinCoast Budva for 2016”. •    At the 42nd meeting, held on 26 December, aconsultative hearing was held on the topic:“Implementation of the Law on Spatial Planning andConstruction of Structures”. •    At the 54th meeting of the administrative
Committee, held on 7 December, the Committeereadvertised the Public Notice for the Appointment ofPresident of the State Election Commission. At theproposal of Committee member Raško Konjević, theCommittee reached the decision to schedule a thememeeting until the January of next year, concerning theinstitute of parliamentary immunity.  •    At the 55th meeting of the Committee, held on 10December, Committee members determined twoproposals for decisions, as follows: Proposal for aDecision on the Appointment of the InsuranceSupervision Agency Council President, and theProposal for a Decision on the Election of twomembers of the Evaluation Commission.TheCommittee decided to propose to the Parliament thatUroš Andrijašević be  elected Insurance SupervisionAgency Council President, and that Mirjana Kuveljićand Mirza Medunjanin be elected members of theEvaluation Commission. •    At the 56th meeting, held on 17 December, theCommittee adopted several secondary acts, asfollows:Rulebook on announcements for recruitingand the manner of insight in the documentation of theadvertisement or vacancy notice in the Service of theParliament of Montenegro; Rulebook on the mannerof testing knowledge, abilities, competencies and

skills and on criteria and the manner of assessmentof candidates during the testing of knowledge,abilities, competencies and skills for filling a vacancyin the Service of the Parliament of Montenegro;Rulebook on the content, manner of drafting andadopting the professional training and developmentprogramme of the Service of the Parliament ofMontenegro; Decision on repealing the Decision ontype and procedure for presenting awards to civilservants and state employees of the Service of theParliament of Montenegro; and Decision on SpecialAdvisers in the Parliament of Montenegro.•    At the 57th meeting, held on 27 December, theCommittee members have not determined a list ofcandidates, in relation to the Election of the StateElection Commission, since none of the candidatesobtained the required majority of the presentcommittee members. The Committee decided toreadvertise the Public Notice for the Election ofPresident of the State Election Commission, which isto be published on “Dan”  daily newspapers on 9January 2019, as well as on the Parliament web pages.The Committee also adopted three decisions, asfollows: Decision on allowances for the President anda member of the Management Board of the Fund forProtection and Exercise of Minority Rights; Decisionon allowances for a member of the Commission forthe Evaluation; Decision on amending the Decision ondetermining wage supplements for employees of theService of the Parliament of Montenegro forperforming tasks in certain jobs.•    At the 58th meeting, held on 27 December,Administrative  Committee reached a unanimousdecision to propose that the Parliament appointNeđeljko Rudović as member of the Committee onFurther Reform of Electoral and Other Legislation.

•    At the Second Joint Meeting of Committee on
tourism, agriculture, ecology and spatial
planning and the Committee on economy, finance
and Budget, held on 21 December, a consultativehearing  was held on the topic: “Application of theConcession Contract between the Government ofMontenegro and Vektra Jakić LLC”.
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NEWS FROM PARLIAMENT

Delegation of the Foreign Affairs Committee of the Grand National Assembly of Turkey
paid a visit to the Parliament of Montenegro(4-5 December)                               President of the Parliament of Montenegro met withthe Delegation of the Foreign Affairs Committee ofthe Grand National Assembly of Turkey, headed by theChair of the Committee Volkan Bozkir. Brajović waspleased that the meeting marked the first visit of theForeign Affairs Committee of the Grand National Assemblyof Turkey to Montenegro, in the history of relations of bothparliaments. Bozkir was content with the readiness ofboth parliaments to engage in more intensive cooperation,and commended the activities undertaken by Montenegrosince its membership in the organisation. Delegation ofthe Parliament of Montenegro composed of Chair of theCommittee on International Relations and EmigrantsAndrija Nikolić, and members of the Committee NadaDrobnjak, Halil Duković, Dragutin Papović, and MiodragLekić also met with the Delegation of the Foreign Affairs

President of the  Parliament of Montenegro Ivan Brajović and his delegation paid a two-
day visit to Romania(10-11 December)President of the Parliament of Montenegro IvanBrajović and his delegation paid a two-day visit toRomania, on which occasion they met with presidents ofboth chambers of Romanian Parliament Nicolae LiviuDragnea and Călin Popescu-Tăriceanu. Brajović referred toRomania as the third country presiding over the Council ofthe European Union, followed by the Austrian andBulgarian presidency, and is highly acquainted with thesituation in the region, fully supports the enlargementprocess, as well as is fully aware of the importance ofmembership of Montenegro and other Western Balkanscountries to the EU. Dragnea expressed interest instrengthening cooperation at the level of localgovernments. Tăriceanu offered to provide its supportsharing the Romanian experience with Montenegro, inorder to fully exploit its resources. In the follow-up, theDelegation met with Romanian Prime Minister VioricaDăncilă. The Romanian Prime Minister emphasised thatthe Western Balkans will be one of the main priorities of

Committee of the Grand National Assembly of Turkey.Nikolić acquainted the Turkish parliamentarians with theprogress made by Montenegro in the Europeanintegration process. Montenegrin Friendship Group withthe Grand National Assembly of Turkey also met with theTurkish Delegation. The interlocutors agreed that therewere many platforms available to them, in terms ofcooperation at the parliamentary level, and thatparliamentary friendship groups were undoubtedly a veryimportant mechanism in promoting cooperation innumerous areas. The Turkish Delegation announced thatMontenegrin delegation will promptly receive aninvitation to visit Turkey. Aside from Chair Nimanbeguand the invitees, the meeting was also attended by MPsSuad Numanović, Marija Maja Ćatović, Branka Tanasijevićand Nedžad Drešević.  

its Presidency, and that Montenegro may count on its fullsupport, in order for its achievements to become moreviable. Afterwards, there was a meeting with Minister ofForeign Affairs of Romania  Teodor Viorel Meleșcanu.Meleșcanu emphasised the importance of engaging inparliamentary activities in order to further intensify thebilateral relations, and congratulated on a successfulexecution of elections and its post-electoral achievements. 

1 Doc. dr Komar, Olivera, Prof. dr Ivana Jelić, Nataša Komnenić, Irena Mijanović, Jelena Radonjić, Vlatko Šćepanović, Parlamentarni leksikon,Podgorica, Skupština Crne Gore 2016, p. 188;2 EU pojmovnik, detaljnije : https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/policy/what/glossary/p/proportionality

Conference of presidents of parliaments of eU Countries is a forum for cooperation between the member state of the European Unionat the level of the presidents of parliaments. Since 1999, this forum has been meeting at least once a year with a view to exchanging experienceand practice and monitoring the implementation of the principle of subsidiarity and proportionality. 1 “The subsidiarity principle aims to ensurethat decisions are taken as closely as possible to the citizen. Except in cases where the EU has exclusive competence, action at European levelshould not be taken unless it is more effective than action taken at national, regional or local level.”  “The proportionality principle means that,to achieve its aims, the EU will only take the action it needs to and no more. The principle is enshrined in the Treaty on European Union underArticle 5, which states: ‘the content and form of Union action shall not exceed what is necessary to achieve the objectives of the Treaties’.”2

PARLIAMENTARY GLOSSARY
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IN FOCUS

XIV Meeting of Conference of the ParliamentaryCommittees on European Integration/Affairs of theStates Participating in the Stabilization and AssociationProcess in South East Europe (COSAP) took place on 2-3December. This year’s meeting was marked by discussion onthe parliamentary dimension of the EU accession processand the prospect of EU enlargement. In his address,

President Brajović referred to the fact that all theparliamentary parties endorsed Montenegro’s prospectivemembership to the EU, which is the main strategic goal ofMontenegro at the international level, and that it greatlycontributed to the inclusion and successful outcome of theprocess, as well as that bringing the Western Balkans closerto the centre of EU and out of the periphery would mean thestability of the Europe as a whole. In light of the recentchallenges faced by the Parliament, in terms of obligationsof certain MPs in court, he was convinced that all individualsand institutions would act accordingly and conscientiouslyin assuming the responsibilities towards the citizens, withthe ultimate goal of democratisation and compliance withthe law. Head of the EU Delegation to Montenegro Aivo Oravreferred to the reforms realised so far, pertaining to thesocial, economic, as well as social and political areas,pointing out to the significance of obtaining measurableresults  and taking advantage of the current momentum foraccession of new countries to the EU, this being the mainpriority of this year’s presidency over the Council of theEuropean Union, as well as of the summits held in Sophiaand London. Chair of the Committee on European Integration SlavenRadunović reminded of the importance of the COSAPinitiative, a regional forum for the exchange of experienceand discussion on the joint challenges in the EU accessionprocess. Radunović welcomed the participants from Albania,Bosnia and Herzegovina, and Serbia, however, he stated thatout of solidarity towards his colleagues from the Democratic
Front Nebojša Medojević and Milan Knežević, he would notbe joining them for the rest of the Conference. Analysing thecurrent political situation in Montenegro, he pointed out tothe lack of efficiency of work by judicial institutions, and

The 14th COSAP Meeting heldcalled on the necessity of protection of MPs and the right tofreedom of speech. The Chair of Committee gained supportfrom members of the Committee on European IntegrationRanko Krivokapić and Neđeljko Rudović, who pointed out tothe need of protecting parliamentarism and independenceof MPs, in alignment with rights set forth in the Constitution.In the first session, the following provided their insights onthe prospects and challenges of the EU enlargement policy:Aleksandar Drljević, Chief Negotiator for Montenegro'sAccession to the European Union; Ambassador of the FederalRepublic of Germany in Montenegro Robert Weber; andGordana Đurović. professor at the Faculty of Economics,Podgorica and former Minister of European Integration.They assessed that europeanisation of the Western Balkanshad remained a priority during the Bulgarian and AustrianPresidency,  with the focus on the European Union’scommitment towards the region. The EU assistance alsoentails an increase of funds awarded within the frameworksof  the Instrument for Pre-Accession Assistance (IPA).  TheParliamentarians referred to the importance of fosteringregional cooperation and stability in the region, noting thatenlargement policy was both at the interest of EU andprospective members. In the upcoming period, the focus willbe on obtaining viable results as well as strengthening of thecapacities of countries in terms of remaining in tune withand keeping up with the EU standards, with a view toincrease competition. In light of the challenges faced by theEU (Brexit, migrant crisis and the ascending of nationalistparties), and the upcoming elections for the EuropeanParliament, it is of crucial importance to maintain thesupport of the citizens regarding the European integrationprocess by the means of strengthening transparency of theprocess, and maintaining a clear vision and commitment toEuropean values. The second session was dedicated toparliamentary dimension of the EU accession process, andkeynote speaker during the session was Kristian Vigenin,Chair of the Committee on European Affairs and Oversightof the European Funds of the National Assembly Republic ofBulgaria. During the session, the discussion was about therelationship of the government and parliament in theintegration process, regional cooperation as an adequatemechanism in solving the common challenges, as well asparliamentary cooperation within the frameworks of theBerlin process.    In spite of the fact MPs haven’t reached an agreement onthe joint statement, they emphasised that the goal of thegathering was accomplished and expressed gratitude for theopportunity to directly and openly discuss issues of commoninterest pertaining to the process of the Europeanintegration. The upcoming COSAP Meeting is scheduled totake place in the first half of 2019, in Belgrade.     
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FROM THE HISTORY OF 
MONTENEGRIN PARLIAMENTARISM 

excerpts from the law on the elections of mps for the
Constituent assembly of the people's republic of
montenegro, 1946 – official gazette of people’s

republic of montenegro, n0 18 as of 18 september 1946       

Vii polling stations, eleCtoral Committees,
Voting

article 20Each voter is entitled to vote once.A voter shall show in person to vote and may only vote forthe determined and published list of candidates.
article 21It is prohibited to serve or offer any type of alcoholbeverages on the eve of elections, one day prior and afterthe elections. This prohibition is to be announced by localpeople’s committees, three days prior to the elections.   
article 22Polling stations headquarters shall be designated by thelocal committee.In locations populated by over 500 voters, voting shall beperformed in several polling stations which are to be madeaccessible to its voters. In such events, each polling stationis to be marked with a number.
article 28On the eve of elections, precisely at 3 pm, all members ofthe electoral committee or deputy members shall assemblewithin the headquarters designated for voting, and will behanded over boxes by the local people’s committee withkeys and a specific number of little balls, the permanentelectoral register, list of candidates and all other necessities.They are obliged to inspect the boxes and ascertain theirregularity. Afterwards, the President shall lock the boxeswith two keys in such a manner that the box is lockedentirely. One key is to be kept by the President and theother by a member of the electoral committee. At the followup, the electoral committee shall place in each box all thedetermined lists of candidates, so that each is viable andunderstandable. The boxes containing candidate lists for the ConstituentAssembly of the People's Republic of Montenegro arepositioned in the order in which the lists have beendetermined. In the event two or more candidates havejoined within the same list of candidates, all candidatesshall be entitled to a separate box each, in the order inwhich the candidates have been positioned. Lists’representatives shall be given the opportunity to

participate in all the activities. 
article 31 President of the electoral committee together with themembers of the committees are in charge of maintainingthe order and peace during the voting. If necessary, thePresident may seek the assistance of the police, who shallremain at his service from the moment of its entry.
article 35Each voter shall enter and approach the table of theelectoral committee, and after being summoned by thePresident, shall loudly state his/her first name andsurname and profession, and in places with many pollingstations even his address, so that all members of theelectoral committee are cognizant of his statement. ThePresident shall determine the voter’s identity via hisidentity card or another manner. Afterwards, the Presidentshall verify whether the relevant person is registered in theelectoral registry. Upon verifying the information, thePresident shall circle the number of the voter contained inthe registry, in order to conclude that the said person isabout to vote. At the same time, the person in charge ofregistry of voters shall right down the name and surnameof the voter, as well as the number he/she has beendesignated in the electoral registry. Then, the Presidentshall inform the voter with the manner of voting and handhim/her over the little ball.    
article 37The voting shall be performed, as follows:Upon receiving the little ball, he/she places it on his right orleft hand if he/she is deprived of the right hand, clenchhis/her fists, therefore approaching every box with hisclenched fists. The little ball shall be dropped in the boxappertaining to the candidate for which the voter wishes tovote for. Once the voter has dropped the little ball in thebox, he/she then unclenches his fist showing to the entiremasses that he performed his duty. The President andmembers of the electoral committee shall be in charge ofoverseeing the entire process, ascertaining whether thevoter tries to place the little ball in the other hand and takeit. 
article 45After the voting has ended, the electoral committee is tocount all the balls that haven't been used and place them inseparate bag.The bag is to be closed and sealed.Afterwards, the electoral committee verifies the electoralregistry and the turnout number, in order to determine thenumber of votes cast. 
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CALENDAR
2 December•   Delegation of the Friendship Group with Poland headedby Vice-President Branimir Gvozdenović paid an officialvisit to Warsaw, from 2-5 December 2018. Gvozdenovićemphasised the importance of the support of Poland tothe integration of Western Balkans countries into theEuropean and Euro-Atlantic structures and thanked themfor declaring Montenegro as leader in the region, in termsof joining the Community of European countries. Vice-President of the Parliament of Poland Ryszard Terleckiemphasised that Montenegro may count on the friendlysupport of Poland, in terms of its EU path and NATOpartnership, as well as support in the integrationprocesses both at the multilateral and bilateral level. Themeetings were attended by MPs Marta Šćepanović,Momčilo Martinović and Miloš Nikolić.       
3 December•   The 14th Meeting of Conference of the ParliamentaryCommittees on European Integration/Affairs of theStates Participating in the Stabilization and AssociationProcess in South East Europe (COSAP), took place. 
4 December •   President of the Parliament of Montenegro met withthe Delegation of the Foreign Affairs Committee of the

Grand National Assembly of Turkey, headed by theChair of the Committee Volkan Bozkir. Brajović waspleased that the meeting marked the first visit of theForeign Affairs Committee of the Grand NationalAssembly of Turkey to Montenegro, in the history ofrelations of both parliaments. Bozkir was content withthe readiness of both parliaments to engage in moreintensive cooperation, and commended the activitiesundertaken by Montenegro since its membership in theorganisation.Delegation of the Parliament ofMontenegro composed of Chair of the Committee on

International Relations and Emigrants Andrija Nikolić,and members of the Committee Nada Drobnjak, HalilDuković, Dragutin Papović, and Miodrag Lekić also metwith the Delegation of the Foreign Affairs Committee ofthe Grand National Assembly of Turkey.  •   Members of the Committee on Economy, Finance andBudget  met with parliamentary Delegation of theAssembly of Kosovo. The meeting was held within theproject “Public Dialogue on Sustainable Use of Energy inSouth East Europe”, organised by Open Regional Fund forSouth East Europe-Energy Efficiency (ORF EE) of theGerman Association for International Cooperation (GIZ)in cooperation with School for Political Studies and fivepolitical schools of the Council of Europe from the region.During the meeting, they discussed topics involvingenergy, exploiting energy resources, future prospects forthe development of the sector, especially considering theongoing projects of Energy Interconnection realisedbetween Italy and Montenegro, valorisation of hydro andthermal potential, as well as alternative energy sources. 
5 December•   On the occasion of marking the Human Rights Day, theCommittee on Human Rights and Freedoms organiseda conference titled: “Personal Data Protection inMontenegro- legislation and practice”. Aside from theMPs, the Conference was attended by the Protector ofHuman Rights and Freedoms, and representatives of theMinistry of the Interior, Agency for Personal DataProtection and Free Access to Information, Delegationof the European Union to Montenegro, UNDP, UNICEFand UNHCR and NGO “Civic alliance”. Participants of theConference concluded that individual human rights arepart of our everyday lives, and that marking of HumanRights Day was only a reminder of the obligation toexercise human rights and freedoms and showingappreciation for the different. •   At the invitation of the Austrian Ambassador AnaJanković,  President of the Parliament of Montenegro IvanBrajović was an honorary guest at the Meeting of theambassadors of the member states of the EuropeanUnion and prospective members. The meeting was anopportunity to once more exchange opinions on the EUenlargement policy. 
6 December•   Chair of the Committee on International Relations andEmigrants Andrija Nikolić met with the Ambassador of

parliament of montenegro
the newsletter is edited by the education Centre of the parliamentary institute. 
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Macedonia to Montenegro Mihailo Trpkovski. Theinterlocutors agreed that the good neighbouring policywas a precondition for progress, prosperity, wellbeing ofthe region, which was joined with a view to achieving thesame foreign political goal-fullfledged membership in theEuropean family. Nikolić and Trpkovski especiallydiscussed the possibility of intensifying theparliamentary cooperation of both countries, especiallyvia parliamentary committees in charge of foreign affairs.•   Delegation of the Parliament of Montenegro participatedin the Annual Session of the Parliamentary Conferenceon the World Trade Organisation (PCWTO), organisedby the Inter-Parliamentary Union and the EuropeanParliament, which took place on 6-7 December, inGeneve. The aim of the Conference was the promotionof WTO transparency, and it was an opportunity forrepresentatives of parliament to exchange opinions andexperience with the WTO officials and representativesof the civic society. The Conference was attended byChair of the Committee on Economy, Finance andBudget Predrag Sekulić and MP Filip Vuković. 
7 December•   Vice-President of the Parliament of Montenegro andChair of the Friendship Group with the National People'sCongress (NPC) of the People's Republic of ChinaBranimir Gvozdenović met with the Ambassador of thePeople’s Republic of China Liu Jin. During the meeting,they discussed the ongoing projects in Montenegrobeing realised by Chinese companies. Gvozdenović andJin announced a future cooperation in various areas,given that the joint activities and cooperation realisedso far, laid a solid foundation for relations between bothcountries. •   Gender Equality Committee in cooperation with theOSCE Mission organised a two-day workshop dedicatedto MPs and employees of the Parliament of Montenegro,on the topic: “Gender-Responsive Budgeting “, with the

aim of implementing one of the measures from theAction Plan for the Gender Sensitive Parliament ofMontenegro, September 2016 - September 2018, whichenvisages capacity building and development ofprocedures for the implementation of assessments in allstages of making and adopting laws, policies, and otheracts.
10 December•   President of the Parliament of Montenegro Ivan Brajovićand his delegation paid a two-day visit to Romania, onwhich occasion they met with presidents of bothchambers of Romanian Parliament Nicolae LiviuDragnea and Călin Popescu-Tăriceanu, Romanian PrimeMinister Viorica Dăncilă, and Minister of Foreign Affairsof Romania  Teodor Viorel Meleșcanu.  •   Chair of the Committee on Education, Science, Cultureand Sports Radule Novović met with the Extraordinaryand Plenipotentiary Ambassador of the Republic ofFrance to Montenegro  Christine Toudic Gaborit.Novović acquainted the Ambassador with the duties andthe functioning of the Committee, as well as activitiesundertaken in terms of the  Reform of educationalsystem in Montenegro. The meeting was organised withthe aim of strengthening parliamentary cooperation inareas falling under the competence of the Committee onEducation, Science, Culture and Sports, as well asestablishing communication between the Committeeand relevant working bodies of the French Assemblyand Senate. •   Head of the Permanent Delegation to the NATO PA andMP Obrad Mišo Stanišić participated in the 18th AnnualTrans-Atlantic Forum of the NATO PA, realised by theNATO PA in cooperation with the Atlantic Council of theUnited States, the Institute for National Strategic Studiesof the National Defense University, on 10-12 December2018, Washington, USA.The forum is realised annuallyby National Defense University and the Atlantic Councilof the United States. •   Member of the Committee on Human Rights andFreedoms Suad Numanović participated in theConference “Protection of Human Rights and Freedomsin Montenegro”, held on 10 December,  in Podgorica. Inhis address, the MP reminded that according tonumerous survey results conducted in Montenegro, thelevel of tolerance towards violence against women wasat a very high level, despite the fact that it gravelyendangered fundamental human rights and freedoms.
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It was noted that the participants of the conference wereacquainted with the level of exercise of human rightsand freedoms in Montenegro, with a comprehensiveapproach to two areas, which have proven to be achallenge, thus, requiring intensive efforts from allactors  in the society, in order to reach the higheststandards. 

11 December•   Members of the Committee on Political System,Judiciary and Administration, and MPs Marija MajaĆatović, Radule Novović and committee staff, paid athree - day visit to Državni zbor and judicialinstitutions of the Republic of Slovenia.The first day,the Delegation met with the highest representativesof the Judicial Council, State Prosecutorial Council andMinistry of Justice. Second day, the Delegation tookpart in several meetings held in the parliamentaryassembly - Državni zbor. During the visit, theDelegation also had the opportunity to meet withrepresentatives of the Slovenian ParliamentaryFriendship Group, headed by Tomaž Lisec. Theinterlocutors discussed the current political situationin both countries, and areas of cooperation, notingthat there was plenty of room for additionalintensifying of relations, both at the interest of the saidcountries and the citizens. The third day, theDelegation paid a visit to the Embassy of Montenegroto Slovenia. The visit was realised with the aim ofexchanging experience and strengtheningcooperation between the Committee on PoliticalSystem, Judiciary and Administration of theParliament of Montenegro and working bodies ofDržavni zbor, provided with similar competences.
12 December•   Chair of the Committee on International Relations andEmigrants met with representatives of the Associationand communities of emigrants in the Republic ofSerbia. Representatives of the Association andcommunities of emigrants in the Republic of Serbiaexpressed their views and issues regarding thefunctioning of the national community, and asked forassistance from the parent body in terms ofimplementing projects involving culture andsafeguarding of identity. Aside from associations ofemigrants, the meeting was also attended by the

Ambassador of Montenegro to the Republic of SerbiaBranislav Mićunović and Consul General ofMontenegro in Serbia Miodrag Kankaraš. •   Chair of the Committee o Health, Labour and SocialWelfare Suad Numanović was present at the revealingof Draft analysis of inter-sectoral support of differentsystems for children with developmental disabilities.The Draft analysis of inter-sectoral support ofdifferent systems for children with developmentaldisabilities was presented at the Blue Conference Hallof the United Nations headquarters.

13 December•   Chair of the Committee on International Relations andEmigrants Andrija Nikolić received students from theFaculty of Administrative and European Studies, inPodgorica. Chair and Secretary of the Committeeacquainted the students with the Rules of Procedure,duties of the Committee on International Relationsand Emigrants, as well as the most importantactivities of this working body, implemented withinthe legislative and control function of the Parliament.At the end of the meeting, Chair Andrija Nikolićreiterated that the Parliament remains open to allcitizens and expressed readiness to further continuethe cooperation with the students.  
14 December•   President of the Parliament of Montenegro IvanBrajović spoke with the Ambassador of the Republicof Albania to Montenegro Ridi Kurtezi. Theinterlocutors jointly noted that Montenegro andAlbania fostered excellent relations and pointed outto the need of further strengthening the overallcooperation, with special focus on Economy.President of the Parliament reiterated the readiness
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of Montenegro to share its experiences with and assistAlbania on its European path.

20 December•   Chair of the Legislative Committee of the Parliamentof Montenegro Marta Šćepanović met with theAmbassador of the Republic of Italy to Montenegro
Luca Zelioli. They discussed at the meeting the work ofthe Legislative Committee and the possibility ofestablishing cooperation with the Parliament of Italy.The meeting was an opportunity to exchange opinionson current issues, as well as further steps in bringingcloser Italy and Montenegro.  

21 December•   Parliamentary Friendship Group met with theParliament of   Jordan. Chair of the ParliamentaryFriendship Group Genci Nimanbegu emphasised theneed to further strengthen the good relations with theHashemite Kingdom of Jordan, noting that theparliamentary diplomacy manifested through directcommunication  of MPs of both parliaments viaparliamentary friendship groups, was a very practicalmechanism for promoting relations of bothMontenegro and Jordan. The meeting was attended byMPs Sanja Pavićević, Momčilo Martinović and MiodragVuković. •   President of the Parliament of Montenegro IvanBrajović hosted for an inaugural visit the newAmbassador of the United States of America toMontenegro Judy Rising Reinke. Interlocutors agreedthat parliaments represented an important part of thedemocratic system and fundamental social values, andthe work on strengthening parliamentary cooperationshould be continued. The President of the Parliament

and the USA Ambassador stressed the mutual interestfor the priority strengthening of bilateral economiccooperation. President Brajović thanked theAmbassador for expressed personal desire to beengaged in better mutual acquaintance of the citizensof the two countries and deepening the ties betweenfriendly nations of partner countries with commonvalues.

•   President of the Parliament of Montenegro IvanBrajović met with non-resident Ambassador of JordanFawwaz Al-Eitan. Bilateral relations betweenMontenegro and the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordanhave been developing without obstacles, thusproviding opportunity for further parliamentary andeconomic cooperation - it was concluded at themeeting. The interlocutors assessed thatparliamentary dialogue at the highest level and withinthe framework of friendship groups represented agood basis for the development of relations in manyareas and the use of economic potentials of the twocountries. President Brajović acknowledgedpreservation of stability and security of Jordan,bearing in mind the challenges that this country hasfaced, primarily with the large number of emigrantscurrently making up almost half of the population ofthe Kingdom.
28 December•   Working Groups of the Committee on Further Reformof Electoral and Other Legislation continued to work,and six meetings were held during this week, whereMPs, representatives of the NGO sector and membersof the academia discussed the work methodology andactivities that the working groups of the Committeewould deal with in the period ahead, with the aim ofpreparing legal solutions and their referral to theCommittee for consideration.
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