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Dear readers,We present to you the key information onactivities of the Parliament of Montenegro in theperiod from  1 to 31 March, which is, in the form ofmonthly newsletter “Open Parliament”, prepared byParliamentary Service. In March, the First and the Second Sitting of theFirst Ordinary Session of the Parliament ofMontenegro in 2019, as well as the Third SpecialSitting of the First Ordinary Session in 2019, tookplace.  During March, Committees considered 17proposals for a law, and performed other activitieswithin their oversight role. In focus of this month’s newsletter is holding ofthe Conference of Presidents/Speakers ofParliaments of the Adriatic & Ionian Initiative. The newsletter is published monthly throughwhich the Parliament endeavours to bring its workcloser to Montenegrin citizens. We consider thispublication to be very significant as a reliablesource of information regarding the work of theParliament and we hope that you will find it useful.We remain open to your comments andsuggestions, as well as criticism, which can help usbring more quality to our work.
Respectfully,

Parliamentary Service
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At the First Sitting of the First Ordinary Session of
the Parliament of Montenegro in 2019, MPs adoptedthe following laws: Law on Ratification of the Protocol ofthe North Atlantic Treaty for the Accession of theRepublic of North Macedonia, Law on Ratification of theMinamata Convention on Mercury and the Law onRatification of the UNIDROIT Convention on Stolen orIllegally Exported Cultural Objects. Within the itemElections and Appointments, the Parliament appointedĐorđije Vukčević as President of the State ElectionCommission.

At the Second Sitting of the First Ordinary Session
of the Parliament of Montenegro in 2019, MPsadopted the following laws: Law on Amendments to theLaw on Ports, Law on Administrative Fees, Law on LocalCommunal Fees, Law on Amendments to the Law onworking hours, mandatory rest periods of mobileworkers and recording equipment in road transport, Lawon National Awards, Law on Amendments to the Law onProtection of Cultural Heritage, Law on AcademicIntegrity, Law on Amendments to the Law on theexecution of suspended sentence and sentence ofcommunity service, Law on Amendments to the Law onEnforcement of Imprisonment Sentences, Fines andSecurity Measures, Law on Supplements to the Law onPublic Enforcement Officers, Law on Amendments to theLaw on Mediation, Law on Amendments to the Law onState Border Supervision, Law on Amendments to theLaw on Identity Card, Law on Industrial Emissions, andthe Law on Foreign and Invasive Foreign Species ofPlants, Animals and Fungi.
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At the Third Special Sitting of the First Ordinary
Session of the Parliament of Montenegro in 2019, underthe agenda item Prime Minister’s Hour and MPs’ Questions,MPs’ questions were answered by the Prime Minister andministers in the Government. MPs posed three questions tothe Prime Minister and 36 questions to ministers. 

Proposals for law deliberated in committees

•    Proposal for a Law on National Awards wasconsidered and proposed to the Parliament for adoptionby the Committee on Political System, Judiciary andAdministration. 
•    Proposal for a Law on Amendments to the Law on

Enforcement of Imprisonment Sentences, Fines and
Security Measures was considered and proposed tothe Parliament for adoption by the Committee onPolitical System, Judiciary and Administration. 

•    Proposal for a Law on Supplements to the Law on
Public Enforcement Officers was considered andproposed to the Parliament for adoption by theCommittee on Political System, Judiciary andAdministration. 

•    Proposal for a Law on Amendments to the Law on
Mediation was considered and proposed to theParliament for adoption by the Committee on PoliticalSystem, Judiciary and Administration. 

•    Proposal for a Law on Industrial Emissions wasconsidered and proposed to the Parliament for adoptionby the Committee on Tourism, Agriculture, Ecology andSpatial Planning.
•    Proposal for a Law on Foreign and Invasive Foreign

Species of Plants, Animals and Fungi was consideredand proposed to the Parliament for adoption by theCommittee on Tourism, Agriculture, Ecology and SpatialPlanning.
•    Proposal for a Law on Amendments to the Law on

Ports was considered and proposed to the Parliamentfor adoption by the Committee on Economy, Finance andBudget.
•    Proposal for a Law on youth was considered andproposed to the Parliament for adoption by theLegislative Committee and the Committee on Education,Science, Culture and Sports.  
•    Proposal for a Law on life partnership of same-sex

partners was considered by the Gender EqualityCommittee under the area of its competence, whichdecided to propose to the Committee on Human Rightsand Freedoms-lead committee to propose it to theparliament for adoption. 
•    Proposal for a Law on Medically Assisted

Reproduction was considered and proposed to theParliament for adoption by the Legislative Committee.
•    Proposal for a Law on Medical Devices wasconsidered and proposed to the Parliament for adoptionby the Legislative Committee.

•    Proposal for a Law on Amendments to the Law on
Tourism and Hospitality was considered andproposed to the Parliament for adoption by theLegislative Committee. 

•    Proposal for a Law on immovable Property Tax wasconsidered and proposed to the Parliament foradoption by the Committee on Economy, Finance andBudget. 
•    Proposal for a Law on Amendments to the Law on

Efficient Use of Energy was considered and proposedto the Parliament for adoption by the Committee onEconomy, Finance and Budget. 
•    Proposal for a Law on Amendments to the Law on

Execution and Security was considered and proposedto the Parliament for adoption by the Committee onPolitical System, Judiciary and Administration. 
•    Proposal for a Law on Amendments to the Law on

Civil Procedure was considered and proposed to theParliament for adoption by the Committee on PoliticalSystem, Judiciary and Administration. 
Other activities of working bodies

•    At the 49th meeting of the Committee on
International Relations and Emigrants, held on 12March, members of the Committee considered andunanimously supported the proposal on appointingMarija Petrović as Extraordinary and PlenipotentiaryAmbassador of Montenegro to the Republic of NorthMacedonia, on a residential basis in Skopje. 

•   At the 50th meeting, held on 12 March, the Committeemembers considered and unanimously supported theproposal on appointing Dušanka Jeknić asExtraordinary and Plenipotentiary Ambassador tothe United Arab Emirates, on a residential basis inAbu Dhabi.
•   At the 51st meeting of 26 March, the Committeemembers considered and unanimously supported theproposal on appointing Srđan Stanković asExtraordinary and Plenipotentiary Ambassador tothe Republic of Argentina, on a residential basis inBuenos Aires. 
•   At the 27th meeting of the Committee on European

Integration, held on 6 March, members of theCommittee adopted a positive opinion for the
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Intergovernmental Conference on the Accession ofMontenegro to the European Union  for chapter 8 -Competition.

•   At the 68th meeting of the Committee on Economy,
Finance and Budget, held on 5 March, members ofthe Committee adopted the 2018 PerformanceReport of the Committee. 

•    At the 69th meeting of 25 March, members of theCommittee conducted a consultative hearing on thetopic: “Current situation in the area of energyefficiency and planned activities in light of theproposed amendments to the Law on Efficient Useof Energy”. 

•    At the 70th meeting, held on 25 March, members ofthe Committee determined the 2019 Work Plan ofthe Committee.
•    At the 34th meeting of the Committee on Human

Rights and Freedoms, held on 28 March, theCommittee considered and unanimously supportedthe Report on the Mental Health of Children inMontenegro. 
•    At the 30th meeting of the Gender Equality

Committee, held on 25 March, the Committeeadopted the 2019 Work Plan of the Committee.  
•    At the 34th meeting of the Committee on

Education, Science, Culture and Sports, held on18 March, the Committee considered andunanimously supported the 2018 PerformanceReport of the Committee and the 2019 Work Plan ofthe Committee. 
•    At the 44th meeting of the Committee on Health,

Labour and Social Welfare, held on 29 March,

there was a control hearing of Minister of HealthKenan Hrapović, on the topic: “Functioning of theInstitute of the chosen team or chosen doctors”.

•    At the 15th meeting of the Anti-Corruption
Committee, held on 26 March, the Committeereached the Decision on initiating the procedure forthe election of members of the Commission forselection of members of the Council of the Agencyfor Prevention of Corruption. 

•    At the 61st meeting of the Administrative
Committee, held on 1 March, the Committeeadopted the Decision on the Amendments to theDecision on exercising the right on subsistenceallowance for parliamentarians residing outsidePodgorica, for their attendance on parliamentarysessions.

•    At the 62nd meeting, held on 6 March, the Committeeadopted the 2018 Performance Report of theCommittee and 2019 Work Plan of the Committee.
•    At the Fourth Meeting of the Commission for

Monitoring and Control of the Privatisation
Procedure of 13 March, members of theCommission adopted the 2018 Performance Reportand the 2019 Work Plan of the Committee.
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NEWS FROM PARLIAMENT

17th meeting of the European Union-Montenegro Stabilisation and Association
Parliamentary Committee (SAPC), held in the European Parliament in Strasbourg

- 13 March 2019                         President of the Parliament of Montenegro IvanBrajović was at the head of the MontenegrinDelegation taking part in the 17th SAPC Meeting, held in theEuropean Parliament in Strasbourg. The EU-MontenegroStabilisation and Association Parliamentary Committee(SAPC) was set up in June 2010, and consists of membersof the Parliament of Montenegro and of the EuropeanParliament. Meetings are held biannually in Brussels orStrasbourg and in Podgorica. The SAPC considers allaspects of relations between the EU and Montenegro and,in particular, the implementation of the Stabilisation andAssociation Agreement. MPs and MEPs discussed the statusof accession negotiations, progress in the rule of law andmedia freedoms, and EU-Montenegro relations. They alsocovered the activities of the Committee on Further Reformof Electoral and Other Legislation, as well as economic andfiscal reforms. President Brajović was Head of Montenegrin

Tenth Session of the Women’s Parliament held - 8 March 2019Tenth Session of the Women’s Parliament, organisedby the Gender Equality Committee of theParliament of Montenegro, was held. Women’s requests forincreased political participation, greater economicindependence and full protection from any kind of violenceare never only women’s requests, but are requests andobligations of every modern society, said President of theParliament of Montenegro Ivan Brajović at the opening ofthe Tenth Session of the Women’s Parliament. The Sessionwas dedicated to considering the position of women in theWestern Balkans in the context of the adoption of theResolution on women’s rights in the Western Balkans(Bosnia and Herzegovina, Serbia, Montenegro, Macedonia,Albania, and Kosovo) at the meeting of the Committee onWomen's Rights and Gender Equality (FEMM) of theEuropean Parliament. Chairperson of the Gender EqualityCommittee Nada Drobnjak pointed out that the GenderEquality Committee had initiated the holding of theWomen’s Parliament on the International Women’s Day toshow that women in Montenegro, just like women
Delegation, accompanied also by Chief NegotiatorAleksandar Drljević. The adopted Declaration andrecommendations were primarily oriented towards theactivities that should be undertaken in order to strengthenparliamentary dialogue, institutions and the rule of law onMontenegro’s path towards the EU.It is noted in the jointstatement that peaceful gathering represents a democraticright of Montenegrin citizens, and that all opposition MPsshould take an active and constructive role in the work ofthe temporary parliamentary committee whose ambitiouswork plan is important for the European path ofMontenegro. It is also expected from the opposition MPs tofully continue parliamentary dialogue and participate in theupcoming SAPC meetings. The next SAPC meeting will beheld in Podgorica in October 2019, with new SAPCmembers from the European Parliament, following its Mayelections.

worldwide, had political opinions and their own view abouteverything. The participants also included MPs, heads ofMP groups, chairpersons of working bodies of theParliament of Montenegro, vice presidents of theParliament of Montenegro, members of the Government ofMontenegro, as well as members of women’s associations,parliamentary parties and other segments of civil societyand representatives of Western Balkans parliaments. 

1 Doc. dr Komar, Olivera, Prof. dr Ivana Jelić, Nataša Komnenić, Irena Mijanović, Jelena Radonjić, Vlatko Šćepanović, Parlamentarni leksikon, Podgorica, Skupština Crne Gore 2016, p. 172

Adriatic-Ionian Initiative (AII) is a regional initiative  started in 2000 with a view to improving development and strengthening security in the Adriatic-Ionianarea, as well as to intensifying cooperation among the countries min the region and providing incentives to the transition countries in the process of integration intoand harmonization with the EU.  The Adriatic-Ionian initiative is implemented through two fora: the Forum for the Exchange of Political Opinions  and the Forum forImplementing Multi-Lateral Cooperation in various fields (transport, maritime affairs, tourism, education, environment and cultural heritage protection, the developmentof small and medium-sized enterprises, combating all forms of organized crime and regional development). The members of the AII are the seven states that haveaccess to the Adriatic and to the Ionian seas: Albania, Bosnia & Herzegovina, Montenegro, Greece, Croatia, Slovenia, and Serbia based on the principle of the successionof membership.1
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IN FOCUS

President of the Parliament of Montenegro IvanBrajović opened the 16th Conference ofPresidents/Speakers of Parliaments of the Adriatic andIonian Initiative, within our country’s annual chairmanshipof this Initiative. Opening the Conference, Brajovićemphasised that although member states of the Adriatic &Ionian Initiative had different levels of development,economic features and perspectives, as well as achievedlevels of democracy, membership in the Europeancommunity of peoples was our common denominator, andthat with synchronised action we could create aprosperous region, attractive for investments that wouldensure economic and social growth and support theintegration of the Western Balkans in the EU. Brajović pointed out that Montenegro, as aMediterranean country for which Adriatic sea representsa significant developmental resource, was especiallyinterested in a more intensive participation in thisInitiative, bearing in mind previous positive experiencesand potential for regional cooperation, as well as thesupport of the EU. Prime Minister Duško Marković also spoke at theopening. 

Conference of Presidents/Speakers of Parliaments of the Adriatic & Ionian Initiative held-
19 March 2019 The Conference is attended by presidents/speakers orvice presidents/deputy speakers of parliaments of ninemembers states of the Initiative:  Italy, Slovenia, Croatia,Bosnia and Herzegovina, Serbia, Albania, North Macedonia,and Greece. In addition to the host, President of theParliament Ivan Brajović, participants from Montenegroalso included MPs and Minister of  Foreign Affairs SrđanDarmanović, Minister of Sustainable Development andTourism Pavle Radulović, and Minister of CultureAleksandar Bogdanović.Brajović also held bilateral meetings with speakers ofthe following parliaments: Dejan Židan (Slovenia), TalatXhaferi (North Macedonia), Gramoz Ruçi (Albania), DeputySpeaker of the House of Representatives of theParliamentary Assembly of Bosnia and HerzegovinaNebojša Radmanović, and Deputy Speaker of the HellenicParliament Georgios Varemenos.In the Joint Statement adopted at the end of theConference, parliaments of participating states determinedthat cooperation of national parliaments within the AII isimportant for identifying regional projects which should,among other things, support the Western Balkansintegration in the EU.

PARLIAMENT OF MONTENEGRO-FROM CATALOGUE OF RECEIVED PRESENTS

Title: PLATE-SHAPED CRYSTALCountry of origin: AFGHANISTANExtended by: President of the Parliament of AfghanistanRecipient: President of Parliament of MontenegroDate of receipt: 13 February 2014
Title: CAST SENATE OF THE REPUBLIC OF ITALYCountry of origin: ITALYExtended by: Chairman of the Committee on Foreign Affairs,Emigration of the Italian Senate Recipient: President of Parliament of MontenegroDate of receipt: 28 February 2014   
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CALENDAR
1 March•   President of the Parliament of Montenegro Ivan Brajovićhad a meeting with President of Sobranie of the Republicof North Macedonia Talat Xhaferi, who had beenattending  the sitting of the Montenegrin Parliament inCetinje, respectively, the discussion and voting on theProposal for a Law on Ratification of the Protocol of theNorth Atlantic Treaty for the Accession of the Republic ofNorth Macedonia. During the meeting, the President ofthe Parliament emphasised the importance of NorthMacedonia's Euro-Atlantic path and expressed pleasurethat Montenegro showed once again an unequivocalsupport to the Macedonian Euro-Atlantic future, referringto the recently adopted law.

•   Chair of Committee on Health, Labour and Social WelfareSuad Numanović and members Nikola Divanović, NedžadDrešević, Draginja Vuksanović - Stanković and MP MirsadMurić, paid a visit to the General Hospital “Danilo I”, inCetinje. The aim of the visit was to introduce members ofthe Committee with the manner of organisation andfunctioning of the Hospital, as well as with the standardof living of patients in the health institution. On the basisof the submitted opinions and proposals, Chair of theCommittee expressed Committee’s full support to theHospital “Danilo I” and readiness to, within its ability,provide further cooperation and assistance.       
4 March•   President of the Parliament Ivan Brajović receivedSecretary General of the CEI Roberto Antonione.Brajović was convinced that the Initiative would furtherstrengthen its role as a credible regional organisation,devoted to promoting European Integration andsustainable development of the region, and stated thatMontenegro shall continue to provide its full support inthe process. The interlocutors agreed that theenlargement process must be continued. The same day,

there was a meeting between Antonioni and Head ofthe Permanent Delegation of Parliament of Montenegroto the Parliamentary Dimension of the CentralEuropean Initiative Miodrag Vuković. The interlocutorsagreed that the signing of the memorandum ofunderstanding between the secretariates of the CentralEuropean Initiative and Adriatic & Ionian Initiative,within Montenegro’s Chairmanship over Adriatic &Ionian Initiative, would signify a great step ahead, andhelp create a synergy action which would contributeto the strengthening of both frameworks of regionalcooperation in which Montenegro participates. Theyjointly assessed that the Central European Initiativeshould remain open for accession of new memberstates as well as the possible return of Austria to theCEI membership.•   Chair of the Committee on International Relations andEmigrants  Andrija Nikolić met with Ambassador ofTurkey in Montenegro Songül Ozan. Chair Nikolićexpressed gratitude for the support Turkey hadprovided to Montenegro during its NATO accessionprocess, and welcomed the projects realised inMontenegro by the Turkish Cooperation andCoordination Agency. The interlocutors agreed that

numerous Montenegrin emigrants in the Republic ofTurkey represented the most significant cooperationbridge between the two states, adding that it is verysignificant that Montenegrin diaspora has formalisedits activities through the work of a large number ofemigrant associations. The same day, Vice-PresidentGenci Nimanbegu met with the Turkish Ambassador.Vice-President Nimanbegu acquainted the Ambassadorwith the current state of affairs in Montenegro, and alsoas President of the Parliamentary Friendship GroupMontenegro - Turkey commended the previouscooperation with her predecessor, and the overallcooperation between the two countries.•   Committee on European Integration organised a Public
Parliament of Montenegro

The newsletter is edited by the Education Centre of the Parliamentary Institute. 
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debate on “Montenegro and the EU - Chapter 8:Competition”.  The debate was marked by a discussionon the results achieved so far within the concernedchapter, and readiness of Montenegro to provide themost favourable conditions for its citizens during thenegotiations with the EU in this field. During thediscussions, participants of the debate were interestedin issues such as unfair competition, transparency ofgranting state aid, capacity of the Agency for Protectionof Competition, appeal procedures and similar.Thedebate concluded that the legislative framework wasmostly harmonised with the EU acquis, but that theresults of the said Agency and other relevantinstitutions, would determine the negotiation pace andwork on closing one of the most important chapters inthe negotiations process.
7 March•   President of the Parliament met with President of theRepublic of Greece Prokopios Pavlopoulos. PresidentBrajović pointed out that the parliamentary dimensionof strengthening stability and cooperation amongcountries in the region would be especially covered atthe upcoming 16th Conference of Speakers ofParliaments of the Adriatic-Ionian Initiative. ThePresident of the Hellenic Republic emphasised that theinternational role of Montenegro was measured by thedegree of its Europeanism and in line with consistentimplementation of principles it shared with thecommunity of European nations.•   Chair of the Committee on International Affairs AndrijaNikolić met with Ambassador of the State of Palestineto Montenegro H.E. Rabii Alhantouli. Nikolić pointedout that the entire international community shouldgive support to solving the long lasting conflict betweenPalestine and Israel, in order to preserve peace andstability in the Middle East, with emphasis thatMontenegro was strongly advocating for peaceful anddiplomatic solution of this conflict. They voicedexpectation that the parliamentary cooperation of thetwo states would be intensified after the newconvocation of the Palestinian Parliament was formed. 
8 March •   Tenth Session of Women’s Parliament was held.Women’s requests for increased political participation,greater economic independence and full protectionfrom any kind of violence are never only women’s

requests, but are requests and obligations of everymodern society, said President of the Parliament ofMontenegro Ivan Brajović at the opening of the TenthSession of the Women’s Parliament.       •   Vice-President of the Parliament Genci Nimanbegu metwith Acting Minister for Europe and Foreign Affairs ofthe Republic of Albania Gent Cakaj. The interlocutorsagreed that Montenegro and Albania fostered greatrelations, with no open issues, however, there wasalways opportunity for improvement. Theinterlocutors agreed that meetings between theRepublic of Albania and Montenegro at all levels werefruitful and encouraging for Albanians in Montenegro.

11 March•   Students of five classes of the fifth grade of “VladimirNazor” Primary School in Podgorica visited theParliament of Montenegro. During their tour of theMontenegrin Parliament’s building, the studentslearned about the manner of work and operation ofthis institution. The visit was a part of the OpenParliament project of the Parliament of Montenegro.
12 March•   Chair of the Committee on Tourism, Agriculture,Ecology and Spatial Planning Petar Ivanović met withPresident of the Society for the Protection of Animals“Galop” Dušan Pajović. The President of the Societyinformed the Chairperson of the Committee about thecampaign aimed at legally banning fur farms inMontenegro, which will be led in cooperation with“PETA Deutschland” organisation.  •   Slovak media and election expert Rastislav Kužel helda presentation on “The Role of Media in the ElectoralProcess”, within the premises of the MontenegrinParliament. The event has gathered members of theCommittee on Further Reform of Electoral and

CALENDAR
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CALENDAR
Other Legislation, associate members of theCommittee from the NGO sector and academiccommunity, members of the Working Group forPreparing the Draft Law on Amendments to theLaw on National Public Broadcaster Radio andTelevision of Montenegro, members of the WorkingGroup for Preparing the Draft Law on Media,ODIHR experts, as well as representatives of the EUDelegation, OSCE Mission and the Embassy of theSlovak Republic. The Slovak expert’s presentationwas followed by active discussion of participants onrelevant details from the field of media andelectoral legislation. The attendees were alsoaddressed by the ODIHR representative VladimirMisev, who referred to recommendations relatingto media from the OSCE/ODIHR electionobservation reports from 2016 and 2018.

13 March•   Seventeenth SAPC Meeting took place in theEuropean Parliament, in Strasbourg. •   Committee on Tourism, Agriculture, Ecology andSpatial Planning held a meeting withrepresentatives of the Directorate for Food Safety,Veterinary and Phytosanitary Affairs, NGO “KorinaAnimals”, Council for Civilian Control of PoliceOperations, and NGO “Network for Protection ofCats and Dogs in Montenegro“. At the meeting, theydiscussed the initiative of the NGO “KorinaAnimals”, which was launched two years ago, andrelates to the prohibition of animal circuses inMontenegro.Representatives of the NGO “KorinaAnimals” pointed out the significance of theinitiatives, informed the Committee about thecomparative experiences from the region, the EUmember states and countries world-wide andpointed out that they had the support ofdistinguished professionals. During the discussion,

they pointed out that the Law on Animal Welfareshould be amended and that citizens needed to beeducated with regard to their responsibilitytowards animals. The Committee pointed out thesignificance of the role and responsibility ofinspectors, the intensifying of inter-sectoralcooperation, as well as the adoption andapplication of norms and standards which are ineffect in the EU member states.
14 March•   President of the Parliament of Montenegro IvanBrajović hosted the non-resident Ambassador ofthe Kingdom of Sweden to Montenegro Jan Lundin,with whom he discussed the significance ofparliamentary dialogue, political and economicrelations between Montenegro and Sweden, as wellas the developments in the country and the region.The interlocutors agreed that the two friendlystates should intensify their parliamentarycooperation, as well as economic relations,especially in the field of energy. •   Member of the Permanent Delegation of theParliament of Montenegro to the NATO PA ObradMišo Stanišić paid a two day visit to the Economicsand Security Committee - Sub-Committee onTransition and Development of the NATO PA toSkopje, Republic of North Macedonia. About 30parliamentarians from NATO member statesparticipated in the visit to Skopje, the Republic ofNorth Macedonia, by the Economics and SecurityCommittee - Sub-Committee on Transition andDevelopment, but also there were meetings heldwith senior officials of the Assembly and theGovernment of North Macedonia, state institutions,representatives of international organisations etc.Stanišić had a separate meeting with President of

Sobranie of the Republic of North Macedonia TalatXhaferi. Xhaferi expressed gratitude to theMontenegrin Parliament for ratifying the Protocolof the North Atlantic Treaty for the Accession of theRepublic of North Macedonia and the support of ourcountry to the Macedonian Euro-Atlantic Integrationpath.  
18 March•   Chair of the Committee on Tourism, Agriculture,
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CALENDAR
Ecology and Spatial Planning Petar Ivanović met withthe Ambassador of the Republic of Kosovo toMontenegro Skender Durmishi. The meetingdiscussed obligations of the countries on their EUpath concerning Negotiation Chapter 27 -Environment and climate change. A special accentwas placed on the issues such as air quality, thepreparation of a regulatory framework in this areaand the need to define a clear negotiating strategy.They proposed strengthening of parliamentarycooperation and concrete initiatives in order tostrengthen regional cooperation in the field ofenvironment and to make European funds availablethrough joint activities. The same day, members of theCommittee met with representatives of the Assemblyand Ministry of Environment and Spatial Planning ofthe Republic of Kosovo. The meeting discussedexperiences and data concerning regulations in thefield of air quality. Representatives of the Ministry ofSustainable Development and Tourism also attendedthe meeting. The interlocutors proposedstrengthening of the regional cooperation in the fieldof air protection and stressed that the Republic ofKosovo had a reliable partner on its European road.  

19 March•   President of the Parliament of Montenegro IvanBrajović opened the 16th Conference of Speakers ofParliaments of the Adriatic-Ionian Initiative, withinthe annual chairmanship of Montenegro over theInitiative.   •   Members of the Committee on Human Rights andFreedoms Momčilo Martinović and Mirsad Murićwith the rest of Delegation paid a study visit to theCommittee on Human Rights and Freedoms to theRepublic of Slovenia and other relevant institutionsin the field of human rights and freedoms andminority policies in the Republic of Slovenia, withinthe period 19-22 March. The study visit commencedwith the meeting with the Montenegrin Ambassadorto Slovenia Vujica Lazović, which took place withinthe Embassy premises. The Second day, members ofthe Committee held a meeting with representativesof the Ministry of Culture:Petra Culetto, stateSecretary, Saša Gazdić, Head of the Office for CulturalDiversity and Human Rights, Gregor Lesjak, Directorof the Bureau for Religious Communities and MarjetaPreželj, officer of this Ministry. The third day, theDelegation paid a visit to the Commission forPetitions, Human Rights and Equal Opportunities of

the Slovenian Parliament and the Office for NationalMinorities of the Republic of Slovenia. 

21 March•   Member of the Committee on Tourism, Agriculture,Ecology and Spatial Planning Ana Nikolić participatedin the Sixth Danube Parliamentary Conference, whichtook place in Bucharest, in Romania. The Conferencediscussed the possibility of introducing a brandunder the title “Danube Tourism” which wouldpromote the identity of the Danube region and crossborder cooperation. The importance of providingsupport to the implementation of a harmonisedsystem of monitoring dedicated to tourism wasemphasised, which would provide full andcomparable data in all  14 countries in the region andcompliance with the reporting mechanisms of theWorld Tourism Organisation, thus improving the levelof reporting within the region. The same Conferencewas attended by the Ambassador of Montenegro toRomania Goran Poleksić. A joint statement wasadopted at the end of the Conference.•   Chair of the Committee on Education, Science, Cultureand Sports Radule Novović participated in the SixthDanube parliamentary conference, which took placein Bucharest, Romania, within the period 20-21March 2019. The Conference was organised with thepurpose of strengthening the parliamentarydimension of the European Union Strategy for theDanube Region and showcasing joint valuableresources, such as Culture, Tourism Education andResearch. •   Delegation of the Committee on European Integrationconsisting of Deputy Chair of the Committee AdrijanVuksanović and members of the Committee MarijaMaja Ćatović and Ranko Krivokapić. paid a visit toBerlin, within the period 21-22 March. The visit wasorganised at the invitation of the Chairman of the
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Committee on the Affairs of the European Union ofthe Bundestag Gunther Krichbaum. Aside from themeetings with Chairman and members of theCommittee on the Affairs of the European Union ofthe Bundestag, there were also meetings with JosipJuratović, Chairman of the Bundestag ParliamentaryGroup for the South Eastern Europe, MatthiasLüttenberg, advisor to the Federal Chancellor andHead of the Department for Bilateral Relations withthe countries of Central, Eastern and SoutheasternEurope, and representatives of the Western BalkansUnit in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the FederalRepublic of Germany Christiane Hullmann andThomas Motak. The discussion with the Germanofficials was about the progress of Montenegro in theEU accession process, the reforms that should beconducted in the priority areas, and embracing ofEuropean values, as well as the overall politicalsituation in the country and the region. Members ofthe Committee on European  Integration exchangedopinions with the German officials concerning thecurrent state of affairs in Montenegro, deemedimportant in terms of the EU accession path, whilespecial attention was dedicated to recent civicprotects, freedom and work of the media inMontenegro, and the boycott of the parliamentaryopposition. The message conveyed by theinterlocutors was that the reforms must becontinued, especially in the field of rule of law, andembracing of European values, both for theEuropean future of the country, and the responsibilityof Montenegro for all the processes in the WesternBalkans.

25 March•   Delegation of the Parliament of Montenegroconsisting of Branko Čavor, Head of the Delegationand Milorad Vuletić, member of the Delegation, paidan official visit to Hungary. The visit was organised atthe invitation of the Committee on  Immunity of theNational of the Assembly of Hungary János Hargitai.Hungarian MPs commended the progress made byMontenegro in the EU accession process andexperiences were exchanged in the field of relatedresponsibilities of the committee, with regard toimmunity rights of MPs and the maintenance of orderat plenary sittings, but also with regard to the boycottof the work of the parliament. In addition to themeeting with Hargitai, the Chairman, Olivio Kocsis-Cake, the Deputy Chairman and Károly Becsó, themember of the Committee on Immunity, the meetingsof the delegation were also held with István Jakab, the

Vice-President of the National Assembly of Hungaryand representatives of the Committee on Justice, ledby Imre Vejkey, the Chairman, in the NationalAssembly of Hungary. Delegation of theAdministrative Committee met with Péter Polt aswell, the Prosecutor General of Hungary. Meetingswere attended also by Aleksandar Moštrokol,Ambassador of Montenegro to Hungary.

26 March•   Delegation of the Committee on Health, Labour andSocial Welfare of the Parliament of Montenegro,consisting of Chair of the Committee SuadNumanović, and the Committee members MajaBakrač, Nedžad Drešević and Boris Mugoša, paid atwo-day visit to the Republic of Slovenia. The first day,meetings were held at the Ministry of Labour, Family,Social Affairs and Equal Opportunities and theMinistry of Health. Also, the delegation of theCommittee visited the Ljubljana University MedicalCentre (Ljubljana UMC). Chair of the Committee, SuadNumanović pointed out that the main reason for thestudy visit of the Committee on Health, Labour andSocial Welfare were amendments to the Pension andDisability Insurance Law.  Katja Rihar Bajuk, DirectorGeneral of the Directorate for Labour Relations andLabour Rights acquainted the members of theMontenegrin Delegation with the functioning and themain characteristics of the Slovenian Pension system.At the Ministry of Health, the delegation of theCommittee held a meeting with the Director Generalof the Directorate for Healthcare, Tanja Mate, and theDirector General of the Directorate for HealthcareEconomics, Mirko Stopar, and the associates. The finalday of the visit, the Delegation had a joint meeting withChairman of the Committee on Labour, Family, SocialAffairs and Disability Vojko Starović and Chairman of theCommittee on Health Franc Trček and member of theCommittee Moica Žindarić. At the invitation of theAmbassador of Montenegro to Slovenia Vujica Lazović,
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the Montenegrin Delegation paid a visit to the Embassyof Montenegro. On the occasion, Ambassador Lazovićacquainted the Delegation with the current state ofaffairs in Slovenia, and the cooperation realised betweenMontenegro and the Republic of Slovenia.

27 March•   President of the Parliament of Montenegro Ivan Brajovićmet in Vatican City State with the head of the CatholicChurch, Pope Francis, once again emphasising theimportance of a harmonious coexistence of members ofdifferent religions, nations and cultures, nurtured bycontemporary Montenegro. President Brajović also metat the Apostolic Palace with the Secretary of State,Cardinal Pietro Parolin, and the Secretary for Relationswith States, Monsignor Paul Richard Gallagher. Inseparate meetings, the most covered topics were thoseof the importance of the opening of the ApostolicNunciature in Montenegro, the situation in the region,legal treatment of issue of freedom of religion, and theenabling of access to the Vatican archives. In this sense,President Brajović said that the insight into the Vaticanarchive's available material, as well as the plannedopening of the diplomatic mission of the Vatican City inPodgorica, are important steps toward the strengtheningof relations of our country and the Holy See in all itsaspects: political, historical, scientific, cultural and others.President Brajović and Cardinal Parolin assessed therelations of the two countries as excellent, which hasbeen particularly influenced by the intensive exchangeof visits at the highest level. In a conversation with theSecretary for Relations with States, Monsignor PaulRichard Gallagher, President Brajović stressed theimportance of opening the Vatican archives forMontenegrin researchers, which will provide for ourhistorical heritage to be made more familiar and to befurther enriched. In a conversation with the GrandChancellor of the Sovereign Order of Malta, AlbrechtFreiherr von Boeselager, the expectation was expressedthat the new Ambassador in Montenegro would

contribute to the successful implementation of projectsof mutual interest. The President of the Parliamentexpressed his gratitude for the efforts made so far by theOrder of Malta with the aim to protect and promote theicon of the Holy Virgin of Philerme, which has been oneof the priorities in the upcoming period as well.  
28 March•   Chair of the Committee on International Relations andEmigrants Andrija Nikolić met with the Head of the EUDelegation to Montenegro Aivo Orav. Chair Nikolićinformed Aivo Orav of the initiative of the Committee onholding the Conference of Young Parliamentarians of theEuropean Union and the Western Balkans. Theinterlocutors also discussed the possibility of a high EUofficial attending the Conference. The interlocutors alsodiscussed the work of the Committee on Further Reformof Electoral and Other Legislation, whereby Nikolićacquainted Orav with the previous activities of theCommittee.   
29 March•   Chair of the Committee on International Relations andEmigrants Andrija Nikolić met with the PolishAmbassador to Montenegro Artur Dmochowski.According to Dmochowski, Poland will continue toprovide its full support in the Montenegro’s EU path,assessing that Montenegro has shown consistentprogress in the process. The interlocutors exchangedviews on the current state of affairs in Montenegro,noting that civic protests are the cornerstone ofdemocratic societies, nevertheless, the political dialogueshould be conducted within the institutions.  
30 March•   NATO PA Spring Standing Committee Meeting was heldin Zagreb, Croatia. In accordance with the Rules ofProcedure of the Assembly, the Meeting is attended byrepresentatives of the NATO Member States, namely theheads of permanent delegations, members of the Bureauand chairmen of the committees, and the Permanentdelegation of the Parliament of Montenegro to the NATOParliamentary Assembly was on this occasion composedof Obrad Mišo Stanišić, Head of the delegation, and GenciNimanbegu, member of the delegation. The meeting wasaimed, among other things, on planning the upcomingactivities of the NATO Parliamentary Assembly,consideration of the Draft Declarations and Reports tobe discussed during the forthcoming Spring Session, aswell as series of financial documents covering the work
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of the Parliamentary Assembly. The attention ofparticipants was, on this occasion, dedicated also tothe issue of amendments to the Rules of Procedureof the Assembly. The Head of the PermanentDelegation Obrad Mišo Stanišić met with Professorof the Faculty of Political Sciences of the Universityof Zagreb, Radovan Vukadinović, on the margins ofthe meeting.

•   Delegation of the Committee on Education, Science,Culture and Sports of the Parliament of Montenegro,consisting of Chair of the Committee Radule Novovićand members of the Committee Branka Tanasijevićand Aleksandra Vuković, paid a visit to Warsaw,respectively a study visit to Sejm of the Republic ofPoland, within the period 26-30 March. The purposeof the visit was establishing an intensive cooperationand exchange of experiences  concerning the workof both committees, respectively the Committee onEducation, Science, Culture and Sports and theCommittee on Education, Science and Youth. Thefirst day of the visit, the Delegation of the Committeemet with Deputy Marshals of Sejm Beata Mazurekand Ryszard Terlecki. It was jointly concluded thatboth parties fostered great bilateral relations, withadditional interest to further strengthen andenhance cooperation in all the areas, especially in thearea of Education. During the visit, the Delegationmet with Director of the Sector for InternationalRelations, Director of the Sector on Analysis in Sejm,members of the Committee on Education, Scienceand Youth, together with members of the CommitteeCulture and the Media and Committee on PhysicalEducation, Sport and Tourism, Chairman of theParliamentary Friendship Group Sejm of Republic ofPoland - Parliament of Montenegro, representativesof the Ministry of Science and Higher Education,representatives of the Ministry of NationalEducation, Director of the Sector on Committees ofSejm, representatives of Universities in Warsaw, as

well as with the Director of the Sejm Library. 

31 March•   Head of the Permanent Delegation of Parliament ofMontenegro to the Parliamentary Dimension of theCentral European Initiative Miodrag Vukovićparticipated in the meeting of the GeneralCommittee on Cultural Affairs of the CEIParliamentary Dimension, held in Budapest. TheMeeting was organised by the Hungarian NationalAssembly, and it covered the following topics: “CrossBorder Tourism development programmes and theirperspectives within CEI countries”, “New cultural-touristic thematic: the pilgrim routes in CEIcountries”. It was stated during the meeting that anew opportunity had been presented to the CEIregion, respectively the possibility of shaping itsunique touristic product containing the individualcharacteristics of all CEI member states. At the endof the Meeting, the participants adopted unanimousconclusions. Aside from the hosting country and theMontenegrin Delegation, representatives of thefollowing parliaments also attended the Meeting:Czech Republic, Italy, Poland, Romania, Serbia,Slovenia,  and Ukraine. The Meeting held in Budapestwas also attended by the Montenegrin Ambassadorto Hungary Aleksandar Moštrokol.


