
ctÜÄ|tÅxÇà Éy `ÉÇàxÇxzÜÉ 

NEWSLETTER
OPEN

PARLIAMENT
Newsletter on the Parliament of Montenegro Performance  No. 96  September 2019   

CONTENT

Legislative and oversight activity............................2

News from Parliament..................................................5

Committee on European Integration organises a
Round table on the freedom of the media and
media environment 10.9. 2019.....................................5
Delegation of the Parliament at the Meeting of
Speakers of Eurasian Countries' Parliaments
23.9.2019................................................................................5

Parliamentary glossary..............................................5

In focus..................................................................................6

From the Catalogue of Received Presents.........6

Calendar...............................................................................7

IN FOCUS

XXI Cetinje Parliamentary Forum held
30.9.2019                                                                      

p.6

PARLIAMENTARy GLOSSARy

Do you know...  
what is a Working Group?    

p.5

PARLIAMENT OF MONTENEGRO-FROM
CATALOGUE OF RECEIVED PRESENTS

Presents awarded by the President of the Chamber of
Deputies of Romania and Head of the Delegation of

Belarus to the OSCE PA

p.6

Parliament of Montenegro



Bilten o radu Vlade Crne Gore   Elektronsko izdanje   Izlazi petnaestodnevno   Godina II   Broj 17   1-Bilten o radu Vlade Crne Gore   Elektronsko izdanje   Izlazi petnaestodnevno   Godina II   Broj 17   1-Bilten o radu Vlade Crne Gore   Elektronsko izdanje   Izlazi petnaestodnevno   Godina II   Broj 17   1-Bilten o radu Vlade Crne Gore   Elektronsko izdanje   Izlazi petnaestodnevno   Godina II   Broj 17   1-

2

UVOD

Proposals for law deliberated in committees

•    Proposal for a Law on the Amendments to the
Labour Law was considered by the Committee onHealth, Labour and Social Welfare; however, theproposal did not obtain the required majority.

•    Proposal for a Law on Amendments to the
Pensions and Disability Insurance Law wasconsidered by the Committee on Health, Labour andSocial Welfare; however, the proposal did not obtainthe required majority.

•    Proposal for a Law on Amendments to the Law on
Personal Income Tax was considered and proposedto the Parliament for adoption by the Committee onEconomy, Finance and Budget.

•    Proposal for a Law on Amendments to the Law on
Consumer Protection was considered and proposedto the Parliament for adoption by the Committee onEconomy, Finance and Budget.

•    Proposal for a Law on Amendments to the Law on
Compulsory Social Insurance was considered bythe Committee on Economy, Finance and Budget;however, the proposal did not obtain the requiredmajority.

•    Proposal for a Law on Amendments to the Law on
Extra-Judicial Proceedings was considered andproposed to the Parliament for adoption by theLegislative Committee and the Committee on PoliticalSystem, Judiciary and Administration.
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Dear readers,We present to you the key information onactivities of the Parliament of Montenegro in theperiod from 1 to 30 September, which is, in the formof monthly newsletter “Open Parliament”, preparedby Parliamentary Service. During September, Committees considered 11proposals for a law, one proposal for a decision andperformed other activities within their oversightrole. In focus of this month’s newsletter is the holdingof XXI Cetinje Parliamentary Forum, on the topic:“Parliament and the media - reality of mutualexpectations”. The Forum took place at theGovernment’s house, in Cetinje. The newsletter is published monthly throughwhich the Parliament endeavours to bring its workcloser to Montenegrin citizens. We consider thispublication to be very significant as a reliablesource of information regarding the work of theParliament and we hope that you will find it useful.We remain open to your comments andsuggestions, as well as criticism, which can help usbring more quality to our work.
Respectfully,

Parliamentary Service

LEGISLATIVE AND
OVERSIGHT ACTIVITY

FOREWORD

Parliament of Montenegro
The newsletter is edited by the Education Centre of the Parliamentary Institute. 
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•    Proposal for a Law on Amendments to the Law on
Removal and Transplantation of Human Organs
for Therapeutic Purposes was considered andproposed to the Parliament for adoption by theLegislative Committee and the Committee on HumanRights and Freedoms. 

•    Proposal for a Law on Ratifying the Agreement
between the Parties to the Police Cooperation
Convention for Southeast Europe on the
Automated Exchange of DNA Data, Dactyloscopic
Data and Vehicle Registration Data and its
Implementing Agreement was considered andproposed to the Parliament for adoption by theLegislative Committee and the Committee onInternational Relations and Emigrants.

•    Proposal for a Law on Ratifying the Protocol from
2005 on Amending the Protocol for the
Suppression of Unlawful Acts against the Safety
of Fixed Platforms Located on the Continental
Shelf was considered and proposed to the Parliamentfor adoption by the Legislative Committee and theCommittee on International Relations and Emigrants.

•    Proposal for a Law on Ratifying the Protocol from
2005 on Amending the Convention for the
Suppression of Unlawful Acts against the Safety
of Maritime Navigation was considered andproposed to the Parliament for adoption by theLegislative Committee and the Committee onInternational Relations and Emigrants.

•    Proposal for a Law on Legalisation of Public
Documents in International Traffic was consideredand proposed to the Parliament for adoption by theCommittee on Political System, Judiciary andAdministration.

Proposals for other acts deliberated in committees

•    Proposal for a Decision on Adopting
Amendments to the State Location Study
“Arsenal” Tivat was considered and supported bythe Committee on Tourism, Agriculture, Ecology andSpatial Planning.

Other activities of working bodies•    At the 59th meeting, held on 9 September, membersof the Committee on International Relations and

Emigrants considered and unanimously supportedthe proposal on appointing Zoran Janković asExtraordinary and Plenipotentiary Ambassador ofMontenegro–Permanent Representative – Head ofthe Permanent Mission of Montenegro to the Councilof Europe, on a residential basis, with itsheadquarters in Strasbourg.•    At the 60th meeting, held on 12 September, membersof the Committee considered and unanimouslysupported the proposal on appointing PerišaKastratović as Extraordinary and PlenipotentiaryAmbassador of Montenegro to the Republic ofTurkey, on a residential basis, in Ankara.•    At the 61st meeting of 16 September, members of theCommittee considered and unanimously supportedthe proposal on appointing Tarzan Milošević asExtraordinary and Plenipotentiary Ambassador ofMontenegro to the Republic of Serbia, on a residentialbasis, in Belgrade.•    At the 33rd meeting of Committee on European
Integration, held on 17 September,  there was aconsultative hearing concerning the attacks onjournalists and media property in Montenegro. Themeeting was attended by the following: Minister ofthe Interior Mevludin Nuhodžić, Chief of PoliceAdministration Veselin Veljović, Chief Negotiator withthe European Union Aleksandar Drljević, Head ofDepartment for Organisation of Justice - Directoratefor Judiciary - Ministry of Justice Marijana LakovićDrašković, Chair of the Commission for MonitoringActions of Competent Authorities in the Investigationof Cases of Threats and Violence against Journalists,Assassinations of Journalists and Attacks on MediaProperty Nikola Marković, and Prosecutors at theHigh Public Prosecutor’s Office in Podgorica VesnaJovićević and Basic State Prosecutor's Office inPodgorica Ljiljana Klikovac. Aside from the discussioninvolving specific cases of assaults against journalistsand the media, members of the Committee andinvitees discussed the overall environment for theconducting of media activities, the Fund forSafeguarding Media Pluralism and Diversity and a setof media legislation to be soon placed underparliamentary procedure, as well as issues of self-regulation and professional responsibility of themedia, outlined as highly important for the quality ofjournalism in Montenegro.•    At the 88th meeting, held on 23 September,
Committee on Economy, Finance and Budgetconsidered and determined 2020 Draft Budget Lawof the State Audit Institution and 2020  Draft BudgetLaw of the Agency for Prevention of Corruption.
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•    At the 43rd meeting of Committee for Human Rights
and Freedoms, of 25 September, there was aconsultative hearing of State Secretary of the Ministryof Labour and Social Welfare Vukica Jelić, DirectorGeneral of the Directorate for Social and ChildProtection of the Ministry of Labour and Social WelfareGoran Kuševija and Director of the Institute for Socialand Child Protection Drago Spaić. As previouslyenvisaged by the 2019 Committee’s Work Plan, thehearing was held on the topic “Work of day careCentres dedicated to children with developmentaldisabilities and persons with disabilities”. At the very

end of the meeting, they agreed upon drafting a reportcontaining the conclusions reached at the meeting,which is to be submitted to the Collegium of thePresident of the Parliament, competent bodies forexecution of conclusions, as well as to all theparticipants of the meeting, for notification purposes. •    At the 42nd meeting, held on 30 September, theCommittee considered the Report „Children andaddictive diseases in Montenegro“. •    At the 44th meeting of 30 September, the Committeeconsidered the 2018 Performance Report of the Officeof Representative of Montenegro before the EuropeanCourt of Human Rights.•    At the 72nd meeting of Administrative Committee,held on 18 September, the Committee determinedseveral proposals for decisions:Proposal for a decisionon appointing a member in the Committee on

Monitoring the Implementation of the Decision ongranting a long-term lease of Island Lastavica withfortress Mamula, Municipality Herceg Novi andDecision on Accepting Annex No. 1 to the LeaseContract of the hotel “Kraljičina plaža” Budva. The

Committee decided to propose to the Parliament thatSrđan Milić be appointed as member of theCommittee; Proposal for a Decision on Dismissal ofone member of the MB of the Fund for the Protectionand Exercise of Minority Rights. The Committeedecided to propose to the Parliament that Arta HOXHAbe dismissed from the said duty; and Proposal for aDecision on Dismissal of one member of theCommittee on International Relations and Emigrants.The Committee decided to propose to the Parliamentthat Milan Knežević be dismissed from the duty of amember of the Committee on International Relationsand Emigrants.•    At the follow-up of the meeting, on 23 September, aproposal submitted by Special MP’s Club on 22  August2019 requesting that Aleksandar Damjanović beappointed member of the Committee on FurtherReform of Electoral and Other Legislation, did notobtain the required majority of the members presentat the meeting. •    At the 73rd meeting, held on 26 September, theCommittee members determined the List of timelyand complete proposals of candidates for one memberof the RTCG Council and the List of timely andcomplete proposals of candidates for two members ofthe Council of the Agency for Electronic Media.

•    At the fifth meeting of 25 September, in accordancewith its duties, Commission for Monitoring and
Control of the Privatisation Procedure, consideredthe Performance Report of the Privatisation andCapital Investment Council together with the Reporton the Privatisation Plan, covering the period January- June 2019, submitted by the Privatisation and CapitalInvestment Council for notification purposes. Withinthe agenda items, the Commission reached thedecision on hiring a professional consultant. 
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Committee on European Integration organised a Roundtable on the freedom of the media and mediaenvironment in Montenegro. The meeting was attended byMinister of Justice, Chief of Police Administration, representativesof Prosecution, Supreme Court, Ministry of the Interior, EuropeanIntegration Office, representatives of Commercial Media and theRadio Television of Montenegro, and representatives of NGOs andthe OSCE Mission in Montenegro, on which occasion theydiscussed the environment for conducting of media activities, aswell as a possible solution for the assaults and attacks committedagainst journalists. The importance of freedom of the media, inthe context of international standards, was addressed by DeputyHead of the OSCE Mission  Siv-Katrine Leirtroe and ChiefNegotiator with the European Union Aleksandar Drljević. Leirtroestated that the OSCE Mission remained committed to furtherprofessionalisation  and independence of the media, objectivereporting and strengthening of legislative framework. The ChiefNegotiator referred to the importance of the topic, emphasisingthat contemporary democratic society was unthinkable withoutthe freedom of expression  and freedom of the media.Delegation of the Parliament headed by the President,participated in a two-day meeting of Speakers of EurasianCountries' Parliaments, which took place in Nur Sultan, Kazakhstan.The first day, President Brajović met with Prime Minister of theRepublic of Kazakhstan Askar Uzakbaiuly Mamin, where theydiscussed the great political relations which served as a basis for amore intensive economic, cultural and other forms of cooperation.Brajović emphasised that NATO and EU membership were aprerequisite to Montenegro’s security and further economicdevelopment, whilst retaining and fostering relations with allcountries. With a view to strengthening economic relations, Maminproposed that a business forum be organised by the end of 2019,gathering both Montenegrin and Kazakhstan businessmen so thatjoint projects could be discussed in more details. Brajović also metwith the President of the Grand National Assembly of TurkeyMustafa Şentop. They emphasised that the intensive parliamentarycooperation significantly contributed to political understandingand partnership of both countries, particularly within the NATOAlliance. Şentop emphasised that a developed economic

cooperation was reflected in constant growth of investments, andthat there was room for cooperation in various areas. Şentopextended an invitation to Brajović to attend a formal ceremonymarking 120 years since the Grand National Assembly of Turkeywas founded. Brajović addressed the participants of  the IV meetingof Speakers of Eurasian Countries' Parliaments, maintaining thatit was a politics with clearly defined goals, directed towards stabilityand cooperation and additionally strengthened with membershipin NATO and successful structural reforms, that  which set thegrounds for investments in Montenegro,primarily  in the fields ofinfrastructure, energy and tourism. Referring to prerequisites forachieving economic growth, he stated that Montenegro, togetherwith the Chinese partners were currently constructing a Highway- the most significant infrastructural project, which is to connectthe Adriatic coast with Central and Western Europe, adding thatthis project was a good example of cooperation between small andgreat economies, with clearly defined tasks and roles. Brajović alsomet with President of the Senate of Kazakhstan DarigaNazarbayeva and President of Parliament of Jordan Faisal al-Fayez. 

Improvement of the programme scheme of the RTCG was alsoemphasised as important, since the National Public BroadcastingService should serve as an example for the other mediaestablishments. This was followed by discussion on the unifiedjournalist’s approach to safeguarding independent and objectivereporting, as well as specific cases of assaults against journalists.In this context, it was concluded that all the assaults needed to beprocessed, with no exceptions, and examined in details, thusasserting the culpability of perpetrators. The mere fact thatdifferent structures of society were willing to attend the Roundtable signified readiness to initiate direct dialogue on sensibleissues, all in order to ascertain the responsibility of the allegedoffenders. In this context, other similar events have beenenvisaged by the Committee, with the purpose of monitoring thenegotiation dynamics between Montenegro and the EU, as wellas the efficiency and comprehensiveness of the Europeanintegration process. On behalf of the Committee on EuropeanIntegration, the following attended: Daliborka Pejović, MomčiloMartinović, Sanja Pavićević, Ranko Krivokapić, LjiljanaĐurašković, Branko Radulović, and Branka Bošnjak.
Delegation of the Parliament at the Meeting of Speakers of Eurasian Countries' Parliaments

Committee on European Integration organises a Round table on the freedom of the media
and media environment

Working Group is a temporary form of organising MPs for the purpose of performing a specific task or affairs for the needs of theparliament or a committee. As a rule, a working group is established  by a committee from among its members. A working group may actindependently except if the committee decides otherwise. The work of the working group may also include experts and civil sectorrepresentatives, upon invitation. In the Parliament of Montenegro, in order to perform affairs from their scope of competencies, a committeemay establish special working groups whose composition may include scientific and professional consultants.1
1 Doc. dr Komar, Olivera, Prof. dr Ivana Jelić, Nataša Komnenić, Irena Mijanović, Jelena Radonjić, Vlatko Šćepanović, Parlamentarni leksikon, Podgorica,Skupština Crne Gore 2016, p.313
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President of the Parliament of Montenegro was akeynote speaker at the XXI Cetinje ParliamentaryForum, held at the Government’s house, in Cetinje. Brajovićemphasised that building a democratic society requireddialogue, freedom of speech and expression, and respect fordifferent opinions and views. Brajović said that concerning theEuropean integration process of regional countries, a greattask lay ahead - creating better working environment for themedia, and the role of parliaments was to enact laws toregulate such conditions, whereas the role of the media wasto provide timely and trustworthy information, whilstfostering tolerance and difference in opinion, and restrainingfrom the abuse of power and influence. While referring to thisyear’s topic to be discussed at the Forum, he also expressedsatisfaction over the attendance of representatives of bothruling and opposition parties of Montenegro and the region;public services and commercial media; as well as internationaland intergovernmental organisations. The first session of theForum was dedicated to the topic: “Responsibility ofparliaments and public services in promoting the culture ofpolitical dialogue”, led by MP Nikola Rakočević. The secondsession titled: “Role of legal provisions in strengthening theworking freedom and professionalism of the media” was ledby MP Neđeljko Rudović. In an open discussion, theparticipants discussed the promotion of legislative and

XXI Cetinje Parliamentary Forum held 30.9.2019                                          institutional frameworks  with a view to strengtheningprofessionalism, and greater working responsibility of themedia. It was emphasised that public services were to servein the interest of  public and satisfy the public’s need, whilstfostering political pluralism. The participants appreciated theorganising of the Cetinje Parliamentary Forum, considering itto be considerably significant for the strengthening of linksand cooperation at the parliamentary level. Upon adopting aJoint Declaration, the Forum was concluded. Inter alia, theDeclaration placed the emphasis on media pluralism andassuming of responsibility for publicly uttered claims. Theimportance of transparency in terms of ownership of themedia, in order to ensure public debates in democraticsocieties, was emphasised. The need for further developmentof the professionalised approach was emphasised, as well asresponsibility of journalists and abiding by ethical standards,while additional assistance may be also provided by MPs,within their competences. The participants noted that, by themeans of their public roles and example, they would act aspromoters of culture of political dialogue, thus investingadditional efforts in creating a climate which would enablepresenting of different opinions and facts to support suchviews, mutual understanding and respect for differentopinion, with the ultimate goal of an overall progress ofsociety. 

Title: Cast religious motifCountry of origin: BelarusExtended by: Head of the Delegation of Belarus to theOSCE PARecipient: President of the Parliament of MontenegroDate of receipt: 28 July 2014
Title: Painting of the Parliament of RomaniaCountry of Origin: RomaniaExtended by: President of the Chamber of Deputies ofRomaniaRecipient: President of the Parliament of MontenegroDate of receipt: 10 May 2014
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3 September•   Delegation of the Parliament of Montenegro tookpart in the XXIX Economic Forum, held in Krynica-Zdroj, Poland, from 3-5 September 2019. This year’stopic was  “Europe of Tomorrow.  ‘Strong’ MeaningWhat?”, organised with the purpose of establishingcooperation between European countries and theirpartners. Chair of the Committee on Economy,Finance and Budget Predrag Sekulić spoke withinthe session dedicated to the topic: “TourismHeritage - Cultural Heritage and BusinessOpportunities”, maintaining that Montenegro couldbe characterised as a predominantly touristiccountry, with the number of tourists growing everyyear, and cultural tourism was that which preciselyattracted tourists to Montenegro, thus referring tothe property contained in the UNESCO HeritageList, as well as other potential resources to beconsidered for restoration and economic gain, infuture. Within the panel titled: “Synergy ofBusinessmaking, Science and Local Self-Government - How to have it all?”, Chair of theCommittee on Education, Science, Culture andSports Radule Novović stated that securing anenvironment for creating scientific research papersand innovative projects should be one of the mainstrategic priorities of every country. During thepanel  “Crisis or the end of an international order aswe know it”, member of the Committee onInternational Relations and Emigrants Miloš Nikolićstated the world order had been continouslyshifting in the past, however, not even closely as attoday’s pace and velocity. 
4 September•   President of the Parliament of Montenegro IvanBrajović met a delegation from the United StatesCongress, headed by Lindsey Graham, Senator andChairperson of the United States Senate Committeeon the Judiciary. The interlocutors expressedmutual pleasure with the overall cooperation ofMontenegro and the United States, achievedthrough continuous development of bilateralrelations and relations within NATO.During theconversation, President Brajović expressedgratitude for the strong support of the US Congressin achieving key foreign-policy priorities of

Montenegro, which is a further confirmation offriendship and strategic partnership. He alsotouched upon the significance of numerouslegislative initiatives launched by US Congress andultimately aimed at affirming Montenegro's NATOmembership.The Speaker informed theinterlocutors of the current political situation andeconomic situation in the country. In doing so, heemphasised the importance of further work of the

parliamentary Committee on ComprehensiveReform of Electoral and Other Legislation andexpressed his belief that all MPs would show thenecessary degree of responsibility towardsMontenegrin citizens.Senator and Chairperson ofthe Committee on the Judiciary Mr Lindsey Grahamstressed that Montenegro had made a good decisionto join NATO, safeguarding thus the security of itscitizens, adding that the Congress would continueto fully support the further strengthening of the ruleof law and media freedoms ahead of Montenegro’supcoming membership of the EU. The meeting wasalso attended by Vice President of the ParliamentGenci Nimanbegu and Daliborka Pejović, MP.•   Delegation of the Parliament of Montenegroparticipated in Inter-parliamentary Conference onCommon Foreign and Security Policy and theCommon Security and Defence Policy (CFSP /CSDP), which took place within the frameworks ofthe Helsinki Presidency of the Council of theEuropean Union, on 4-6 September. Among theparticipants were also Chair of the Committee onInternational Relations and Emigrants AndrijaNikolić and member of the Committee ErvinIbrahimović, and members of the Security andDefence Committee Luiđ Škrelja and Boris Mugoša.
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During the panel dedicated to the current state ofaffairs in the Western Balkans region and theEuropean integration process, Nikolić said thatBrussels needed to adopt a more assertive approachin terms of the enlargement process, with a clearlydefined politics  concerning the Western Balkans.He also was convinced that the meeting of theEuropean Council, taking place in October woulddecide favourably in regards to opening accessionnegotiations with North Macedonia and Albania,and also about opening the last negotiating chapterwith Montenegro, which would as he put it, boostthe shaken optimism of candidate countries. In thepresence of parliamentarians from the EU memberstates and candidate countries, within separatesessions and panels, the following was discussed: “Astronger Europe towards European Security”,“Restoring Transatlantic Unity in Global Affairs”,“Exchange of views on the priorities of the EU in thearea of CFSP and CSDP”, “Quo Vadis EU Defence: aForce for Peace or a Military Power?”.
7 September•   President Brajović delivered a speech during the12th  Regional Euro-Atlantic Camp, in Žabljak, on thetopic:“Montenegro in modern internationalrelations”. Referring to the cooperation realisedbetween the Montenegrin Parliament and EU andNATO members, as well as with other countriesinterested in promoting relations with Montenegro,he stated that an active engagement of MPs invarious activities has immediately placedMontenegro among countries who were activeparticipants in all the important processes, at theinternational level. He stated that the valuesstemming from EU and NATO membership wouldprovide Montenegro with permanent security,safeguarding its stability as well as creatingconditions for economic development which wouldoffer a European standard of living to its citizens. Hereminded that the economic indicators werefavourable, with a growth in foreign directinvestments being recorded, and an increase in thenumber of tourists from the NATO member states.

10 September•   Member of the Security and Defence Committee

Luiđ Škrelja paid a visit to the Parliament of Albania,on which occasion he met with Head of thePermanent Delegation to NATO PA Mimi Kodheli,and Ermonela Felaj, Chairperson of the NationalSecurity Committee, as well as members of theworking body. Shkrela emphasised that Montenegroproudfully bore the title of a promoter of goodneighbourly relations, especially since this was anepithet granted by its very neighbours. It was jointlyassessed that NATO has been shown to offer thegreatest framework of stability and a rewardingfuture, particularly for the Balkans regions.Participants jointly reiterated the fact thatintegration into Euro-Atlantic structures and the EUwere two inseparable processes. MP Luiđ Škreljaalso met with Ermonela Felaj, Chairperson of theNational Security Committee, as well as membersof the working body, on which occasion both partiespresented competences of their committees, theresults achieved so far, as well as the committeeplans for the future. At the meeting with themembers of the National Security Committee, it wasnoted that Albania was entirely committed tofostering good neighbourly relations and promotingof regional cooperation. On this occasion, theparticipants expressed mutual satisfaction forhaving taken part in the meeting, and emphasisedthat further fostering of friendly relations betweenboth countries was needed, through mutual supportand strengthening of cooperation, particularlyconsidering the importance of a safe environmentin the region and beyond, as well the opportunity toboost their economies. They jointly noted that thismeeting confirmed once more the friendly relationsbetween Montenegro and Albania.    •   Committee on European Integration organised aRound table on the freedom of the media and mediaenvironment in Montenegro. 
12 September•   President of the Parliament of Montenegro IvanBrajović, hosted Christian Danielsson, Director-General for European Neighbourhood Policy andEnlargement Negotiations of the EuropeanCommission. Brajović informed the Delegation ofthe European Commission with the results of thepresent convocation of the Parliament so far,

CALENDAR
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primarily pointing out the efforts of the rulingmajority as for Montenegro to continue the ongoingreforms in the European integration process.Danielsson stressed that the months to follow

would be a great challenge for all political actors inthe Parliament to show they were willing and toagree on the necessary reforms as to furtherimprove the electoral legislation and implement therecommendations given by relevant internationalorganisations. He emphasises that the EuropeanCommission has been aware of the results achievedand the efforts the Parliament has been putting into strengthen political dialogue, in the currentpolitical environment. He also pointed out that thenew convocation of the European Commission hasa clear message regarding credible strategy for theWestern Balkans and the process of enlargementwould take place and accelerate. It is agreed that theadditional efforts of the competent institutions inachieving even more measurable results in theareas of the rule of law and freedom of the media,as well as strengthening the independence ofinstitutions important for electoral processes, willensure that Montenegro remains the leader of theprocess of integration into the European Union inthe Western Balkans region.•   Fourth meeting of Committee on Further Reform ofElectoral and Other Legislation, with attendance ofChristian Danielsson, Director-General forEuropean Neighbourhood Policy and EnlargementNegotiations of the European Commission and AivoOrav, Head of the EU Delegation to Montenegro, wasdedicated to presenting the ongoing activities in thefield of reforms of electoral legislation. ChristianDanielsson emphasised the importance of an active

and constructive role of all political subjects inresolving the pending issues, aimed atstrengthening the rule of law and securing aEuropean future for Montenegro. Danielsson alsoemphasised the importance of observing therecommendations pertaining to the freedom of themedia, media legislation, the fight againstcorruption and organised crime, since those wereimportant for the functioning of each democraticstate. Vice-President of the Parliament and Chair ofthe Committee thanked Danielsson and Orav fortheir invested efforts and assistance provided so far,and emphasised that he shared his opinion that thekey activities needed to be conducted  within theParliament, and a more enhanced role of politicalsubjects on implementing the ongoing activities wasneeded. In this context, he also agreed that thesubstance surpassed form, ultimately, the citizeninterest was what mattered most. He added thatelectoral legislation reforms were, inter alia,directed towards an overall objective ofstrengthening capacities of the Parliament ofMontenegro. •   President of the Parliament of Montenegro hostedco-rapporteurs of the Parliamentary Assembly ofthe Council of Europe for Montenegro Ionuț-MarianStroe and Anne Mulder. President Brajovićexpressed gratitude for the mindfulness inmonitoring the results achieved by Montenegro andhis expectation that the co-rapporteurs wouldrecognise progress during this mission incomparison to the previous Report. PresidentBrajović pointed out that the ruling majority, withacademia and civil society, had prepared a large partof proposals to further improve the overall electoralenvironment, and the opinion was pending and theinput of the representatives of the opposition insidethe Committee on Comprehensive Reform ofElectoral and Other Legislation is expected. The co-rapporteur Stroe pointed out among other thingsthat PACE appreciated openness of theparliamentary majority with regard to the dialoguebetween all the parties in the Parliament ofMontenegro. He also stressed that Montenegro wasgoing in the right direction, but that it shouldcontinue even more intensively with the reforms.Predrag Sekulić, the Head of the delegation of theParliament of Montenegro to the Parliamentary
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Assembly of the Council of Europe, also attendedthe meeting with the co-rapporteurs.•   MPs of the Parliament from the MPs club of bothruling and opposition parties had separatemeetings with co-rapporteurs of the ParliamentaryAssembly of the Council of Europe for MontenegroIonuț-Marian Stroe and Anne Mulder. During themeeting, the interlocutors exchanged opinions onthe current state of affairs in the country, as well asindependence of judiciary, electoral process, fightagainst corruption and the current status of themedia. Special attention was dedicated to reform ofelectoral legislation and promoting of politicaldialogue. In this context, they emphasised theimportance of the work of the Committee onFurther Reform of Electoral and Other Legislation.The meeting was attended by MPs Andrija Nikolić,Adrijan Vuksanović, Andrija Popović, MilutinĐukanović, Milan Knežević, Raško Konjević andAleksandar Damjanović. Meetings withrepresentatives from the executive and judicialbranches of government were also envisaged, aswell as with NGO representatives. The same day, co-rapporteurs had separate meetings withdelegations of the Committee on Further Reform ofElectoral and Other Legislation and the Committeeon Human Rights and Freedoms. At the firstmeeting, co-rapporteurs urged the Committee onFurther Reform of Electoral and Other Legislationto continue with its activities as well as commendedthe dialogue established at the level of theCommittee. Chair of the Committee presented theCommittee’s Activity Plan and the results achievedso far. The co-rapporteurs highlighted theimportance of adopting new legislative framework

so that the confidence of public in the electoralprocess is strengthened. They also offeredassistance and support in upgrading the electoralreform process, and urged the MPs to continue withtheir work. Chair of the Committee on HumanRights and Freedoms Halil Duković acquainted theco-rapporteurs with the main competencies andkey activities of the Committee, adding that theCommittee employed a multisectoral approach andfostered cooperation with state authorities,international organisations with their headquartersin Montenegro, as well as NGOs competent in thefield of human rights, in implementing its activitiesaimed at promoting the exercise and protection ofhuman rights and freedoms. Duković hoped that theinformation provided in the course of their two-dayvisit, would enable them to discern the level ofprogress achieved by Montenegro in terms ofobserving the rules contained in the PACEResolution 2030 (2015).  
16  September•   President of the Parliament of Montenegro IvanBrajović hosted the delegation of the FriendshipGroup of the Grand National Assembly of theRepublic of Turkey with Montenegro, headed byErol Kavuncu. Brajović emphasised his satisfactionwith the dynamics of parliamentary cooperation, aswell as the strengthening of the overall relationsbetween the two countries. He stressed thatexcellent political relations have been accompaniedby developed economic cooperation, where theinvestments in less developed areas have been ofgreat importance for Montenegro. The Head of theFriendship Group, Kavuncu expressed satisfactionwith the regular dialogue and readiness of bothparliaments to deepen cooperation with newcontent. He emphasised that Montenegro was acountry of tolerance, coexistence and peace, andthat its Parliament, with the representatives ofcitizens, truly reflected multi-ethnicity and was anexample in the world. The interlocutors agreed thatnumerous Montenegrin diaspora was a significantpotential for intensifying our bilateral, cultural andeconomic relations. •   Friendship Group of the Parliament of Montenegro withthe Republic of Turkey met with the delegation of the
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CALENDAR

Grand National Assembly of the Republic of Turkey.Vice-President of the Parliament of Montenegro andChair of the Friendship Group Genci Nimanbeguemphasised that both Montenegro’s and Turkey’s onlyrightful path was membership in the EU and NATO, andthat their friendship had recently elevated intopartnership in the Alliance. Nimanbegu emphasised thatboth countries fostered cooperation in numerous areas,most predominantly in the field of education, fromwhich Montenegrin students have benefited for severalyears. In addition, both parties expressed mutualagreement when it comes to further investments ofTurkey in Montenegro, with special focus on Trans-Adriatic Pipeline which would enable transmitting gasfrom Turkey offering supplies for the entire region.Members of the Friendship Group of the Parliament ofMontenegro with the Republic of Turkey also attendedthe meeting: Suad Numanović, Branka Tanasijević,Marija Maja Ćatović and Nedžad Drešević. The same daythe meeting with the members of the Committee onInternational Relations and Emigrants took place. Chairof the Committee Andrija Nikolić particularly referredto the undertakings of Turkish Cooperation andCoordination Agency (TIKA), and thus acquainted theinterlocutors with the positive outcome of numerousprojects implemented by TIKA. Chair of the FriendshipGroup of the Grand National Assembly of the Republicof Turkey with Montenegro Erol Kavuncu pointed out tothe current platform, proven to be very successful, whenit comes to fostering relations in all the fields, and therole of MPs in such undertakings. Aside from Chair ofthe Committee on International Relations andEmigrants Andrija Nikolić, the following members alsoattended:Dragutin Papović, Nada Drobnjak, MilošNikolić, Ervin Ibrahimović and Miodrag Lekić. TheTurkish Ambassador to  Montenegro Songul Ozan alsoattended the meeting. 

•   President Brajović received the new Ambassador ofBosnia and Herzegovina to Montenegro Branimir Jukić,in an inaugural visit. Brajović congratulated Jukić onassuming the office of the Ambassador of Bosnia andHerzegovina to Montenegro, adding that  both countriesfostered friendly relations, which were alsostrengthened by the mutual foreign policy priorities inregards to regional cooperation and integration into theEU. Brajović emphasised that regional cooperation andgood neighbourly relations remained a strategic foreignpolicy priority.  Ambassador Jukić emphasised that therewas enough room for strengthening their cooperation,and Montenegro’s experience in the field of Europeanand Euro-Atlantic Integrations may be of greatassistance to other neighbouring countries. Theinterlocutors agreed that special efforts in the upcomingperiod needed to be invested into strengtheningtransport infrastructure, as a prerequisite forstrengthening of economic and the overall relations. 
17 September•   President of the Parliament of Montenegro Ivan Brajovićhosted the Ambassador of the Republic of GreeceSotirios Athanassiou, on the occasion of completing hisdiplomatic mission in Montenegro. Expressing gratitudefor the assistance of Greece so far in achieving keyforeign policy goals of Montenegro, President Brajovićstressed the expectation on non-failure in providingsupport for European integration in the period ahead.Ambassador Athanassiou stressed that the politicalrelations between the two countries have beenextraordinary and that he expected the economiccooperation to be strengthened in the forthcomingperiod. He expressed satisfaction with the greatprogress Montenegro has made, not only in the area ofeconomy but also the rule of law and the strengtheningof institutions, adding that the general impression inGreece was that Montenegro deserved to be part of theEuropean Union and stressed that the integration of theWestern Balkans would be a priority for Greece in thecoming period. •   Chair of the Committee on International Relations andEmigrants Andrija Nikolić met with the newly-appointed Ambassador of the Republic of Slovenia toMontenegro Gregor Pesker. The Slovenian Ambassadorassessed that both countries fostered great relations,with no open issues, and a quality cooperation innumerous areas, and that since the restoring of itsindependence, Montenegro had achieved significant
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progress, and had become a positive example in theregion. He also referred to the contribution provided bythe Slovenian experts, as well projects realised viadevelopmental cooperation and also suggested furtherincrease of bilateral cooperation through the TAIEXinstrument. There were also talks about the upcomingvisit of the Chairperson of the Committee on ForeignPolicy of the Slovenian National Assembly MatjažNemec, an invitation extended by the Chairperson of theCommittee on International Relations and EmigrantsAndrija Nikolić. The interlocutors agreed that thescheduled visit should provide an opportunity forexchange of experience and good practice, as well forinforming the Slovenian MPs with the efforts investedby Montenegro, on its European path.  
18 September•   President of the Parliament of Montenegro Ivan Brajovićhosted Periša Kastratović, new AmbassadorExtraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Montenegro to theRepublic of Turkey, on a residential basis in Ankara.Along with expressing gratitude for the previoussuccessful cooperation, President Brajović wishedAmbassador Kastratović success in carrying out his newduty and expressed his conviction that Montenegroreceived a diplomatic representative who would furtherimprove the good relations between the twocountries.The meeting focused on topics concerningmigrant community in Turkey, as well as intensifyingparliamentary, economic, cultural and other forms ofcooperation.•   President of the Parliament of Montenegro Ivan Brajovićhosted the Ambassador of the Republic of Estonia toMontenegro Kristi Karelsohn."We remember Estonia asbeing the first country that Montenegro had establisheddiplomatic relations with on 13 June, which has alwaysstrongly supported the Euro-Atlantic integration ofMontenegro", President Brajović pointed out.Ambassador Karelsohn emphasised that the twocountries shared many common characteristics andEstonia strongly supported Montenegro's fastintegration into the European Union accordingly. Shepointed out that Estonian diplomacy would pay moreattention to enlargement issues in the coming periodand provide concrete support in the process.•   Head of the Delegation of the Parliament of Montenegroto the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of EuropePredrag Sekulić and the member of the Delegation ErvinIbrahimović participated in the Conference of the

Parliamentary Network on Diaspora Policies, held inAmman, Jordan.The Conference on "The EconomicPotential of Diasporas" was organised by theParliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe incooperation with the Parliament of Jordan.Views on therole of the diaspora in fostering developmentcooperation and regional integration were exchanged atthe Conference, as well as its contribution to economicdevelopment of countries of origin, especially withregard to promotion of foreign investment, knowledgetransfer and technological development. Aside from themembers of this parliamentary network, conferenceparticipants included representatives of internationalorganisations, diaspora associations and academics. TheParliamentary Network on Diaspora Policies wasfounded in 2017 as a platform of the ParliamentaryAssembly of the Council of Europe for establishing andconducting political dialogue and exchanging views andgood practices among MPs dealing with diaspora issuesat national and international level.
19 September•   Chair of the Committee on Education, Science, Cultureand Sports Radule Novović, members of the CommitteeBranka Tanasijević and Mihailo Anđušić paid a visit tothe Combined High School, in Golubovci, and on theoccasion met with the headmaster of the school and hisassociates. The visit was organised for the purpose ofacquainting the Committee with developmentalpriorities and goals of general secondary schools andsecondary vocational schools in Montenegro. It wasemphasised that the envisaged educational programmewas in line with modern policies and educationalstandards, with the focus on increasing interest ofstudents in secondary vocational schools, offeringvarious programmes aimed at fostering their talents.MPs expressed satisfaction over the held meeting, whichwas assessed as very valuable.   They also announced ahigher level of cooperation in the upcoming period.  •   Chair of the Committee on Human Rights and FreedomsHalil Duković met with the Programme Manager of theWestminster Foundation for Democracy Ivan Radojević.The meeting was also attended  by Secretary General ofthe Parliament of Montenegro Aleksandar Jovivićević,upon the invitation of the Chair of the Committee.Organisational and logistical aspects of the upcomingRegional Parliamentary Conference of the Human rightsand gender equality network of parliamentarycommittees in the Western Balkan region, werediscussed. The Conference is organised by the
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Westminster Foundation for Democracy, and it isenvisaged to take place on 7-8 October, in Podgorica.Approximately 50 MPs and 15 members fromprofessional staff of the committees on human rightsand gender equality in the Western Balkans areexpected to attend the Conference. It is envisaged thatthe Network  of Committees on Human Rights andGender Equality would officially become functionalduring the Conference. Programme Manager of theWestminster Foundation for Democracy stated that theanalysis conducted on the work of the relevantcommittees in the region had shown that theMontenegrin Committees on Human Rights andFreedoms and the Gender Equality Committee were apositive example of a successful performance, servingas an example of good practice for other committees inthe region. Participants of the meeting expressedwillingness for cooperation and expectation that theupcoming Regional conference would contribute tomaintaining a quality regional cooperation, and that theexperience offered by the Westminster Foundation forDemocracy experts and the exchange of regionalexperience would be of assistance to the committees ofthe Montenegrin Parliament in further performing theirduties. •   Members of the Working Group of the Committee onFurther Reform of Electoral and Other Legislation metwith Tatyana Bogussevich, a Venice Commission  expertand former OSCE/ODIHR employee, specialising inelectoral processes, who has worked with variousinternational organisations, including OSCE/ODIHR, EU,IFES, and the Venice Commission of the Council ofEurope, in all election related projects. The meeting tookplace in order that international institutions were fullyinformed with the efforts invested by the workinggroups of the Committee towards achieving ademanding goal-full regulation of electoral legislation.The first meeting of fully engaged MPs, representativesof the civic sector and  the academia withrepresentatives of international institutions was anoccasion for considering the Draft Code of Ethics forElectoral Campaigns. Bogussevich indicated that onlythe structures within the Montenegrin Parliament andthe Parliamentary Decisions could provide the solutionto any remaining open issues. She also reiterated thatthe invested efforts, dedication and  thought poured intodrafting the Code were visible, and this was a notablestep forward, adding that the said Code of Ethics shouldprovide a solution to issues posed by the previouselectoral processes, which were contained in the reportsdrafted by international organisations in charge of

monitoring the said electoral processes.  
20 September•   President of the Parliament of Montenegro receivednon-Resident Ambassador of Kingdom of Sweden toMontenegro Jan Lundin. They discussed the promotionof bilateral relations, Montenegro’s European path, aswell the current state of affairs in the country and theregion. Assessing that both countries shared greatrelations, Brajović noted that all the prerequisites weremet for strengthening relations in all areas of jointinterest. Expressing gratitude for the support Swedenhas provided to Montenegro in its European path,Brajović expressed expectation that the enlargementprocess would still remain at the top of the agenda of thenew European Commission, which would convey apositive message for the other Western Balkancountries. Ambassador Lundin emphasised that Swedenhighly supported the European path of Montenegro andof the region, and informed President Brajović thatKingdom of Sweden planed to intensify its cooperationwith EU candidate countries, particularly in the field ofEconomy. •   Vice-President of the Parliament of Montenegro GenciNimanbegu received the newly-appointed ambassadorof Republic of Kosovo to Montenegro Ilber Hisa. Theyjointly pointed out to excellent intergovernmentalcooperation between Montenegro and the Republic ofKosovo, and expressed willingness to further intensifythe existing cooperation, in the interest of both theirpeoples and regions. A need for better infrastructuralconnectivity was expressed when it comes to the newroute of the Highway Bar-Boljare, and roads Podgorica-Gusinje-Plav-Dečani and Rožaje-Peć. The interlocutorsexpressed expectation that similar meetings becamemore frequent and beneficial for everyone.
22 September•   A Commemorative sitting took place on the occasion ofdeath of Koča Pavlović, Member of the Parliament ofMontenegro. Addressing the participants, PresidentBrajović reminded that Koča Pavlović performed theduty of member of the Parliament since the year 2006,taking part in all of the four parliamentary convocations.
23 September•   Delegation of the Parliament headed by the President,participated in a two-day meeting of Speakers of
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Eurasian Countries' Parliaments, which took place inNur Sultan, Kazakhstan.•   Vice-President of the Parliament of Montenegro GenciNimanbegu held a press conference concerning theissue of employment and equal representation ofAlbanian minority, in order to inform the public on thematter.
24 September•   Friendship Group of the Parliament of Montenegro withthe Croatian Parliament (Hrvatski Sabor) headed byVice-President Branimir Gvozdenović met with theFriendship Group of Croatian Sabor headed by BrankoBačić. Emphasising the importance of political andprofessional assistance provided by Croatia toMontenegro on its European and Euro-Atlantic path,Gvozdenović emphasised that Republic of Croatiaprovided a great example for the entire region in terms

of successfully fulfilling the European integration
goals. MPs considered the possibility of promotingparliamentary relations, particularly at the level ofcommittees, and exchanged views on possiblemodalities and manners of cooperation. The CroatianDelegation particularly referred to the Croatianexperience in the use of EU Funds and programmes,which could prove to be of great assistance toMontenegrin citizens. Cooperation in the field ofEconomy and projects in the field of Energy as well asperspectives for their development were discussed,considering previous and future large infrastructureprojects, as well possibilities of creating separateprogrammes in the field of education. Aside from Vice-President Gvozdenović, the following also attended:members Radule Novović, Danijel Živković and AdrijanVuksanović. The same day, the Croatian Delegation metwith the Committee on European Integration, wherethey discussed Montenegro’s EU accession process andassistance provided by Croatia, Croatia’s comparativeexperience prior to and after joining the EuropeanUnion, as well the great cooperation between bothcountries and parliaments. On behalf of the Committeeon European Integration, the following participated inthe meeting: Chair of the Committee Slaven Radunović,Deputy Chair Adrijan Vuksanović, and the Committeemembers Daliborka Pejović and Mihailo Anđušić. ChairRadunović emphasised that the purpose of thenegotiating process was the proper execution of keyreforms, which have frequently shown to be intolerable,but ultimately leading to greater improvements in thesociety, which is to be followed by membership in the

EU. The Parliamentarians agreed that the experienceprovided by Croatia in terms of the accession processand membership in the EU were of utmost importancefor Montenegro, and in this context. they discussed theapproach practiced by Croatia in terms of reformsduring the EU accession procession and after joining theEU, as well the benefits stemming from membership,related to economic development and accessibility to EUfunds.•   Member of the Committee on Human Rights andFreedoms Branka Tanasijević participated in theConference “Family and Partner Violence againstwomen with disabilities in Montenegro”. MP Tanasijevićreferred to one of the barriers in the field, and that wasthat the society has predominantly dealt with the notionof a medical approach towards persons with disabilitiesas opposed to the social approach towards persons withdisabilities, which is aimed at integrating them into thesociety. In order for a woman with disability to integrateinto the society, she required the support of her family,needed to be a productive and proactive person, capableof benefiting from the society resources and possessesthe knowledge to thrive in life and achieve the goals. Theconclusion was that the mutual efforts provided by eachindividual was the only model that could bear fruit.There are various forms of violence against women withdisabilities and it was necessary to raise awareness ofsignificant issues concerning this group. The willingnessto assist the affected persons was prominent, especiallyby proactive individuals from among the NGO sectorseeking to create a form of systematic support forwomen with disabilities, in order to raise awarenessabout these issues, resolving specific issues, overcomingobstacles and   overcoming prejudice.
25 September•   Members of the Committee on Further Reform ofElectoral and Other Legislation met with Vladimir Misev,Advisor on New Voting Technologies at OSCE Office forDemocratic Institutions and Human Rights and DariaPaprocka, Advisor on Electoral Processes who werepresenting their comments on the draft laws related toreform of electoral legislation. MP Predrag Sekulićpresented  the work and activities of the Committeeaimed at promoting electoral legislation, which,  interalia, required observing of OSCE/ODIHRRecommendations concerning the parliamentary andpresidential elections of 2016 and 2018, which  was alsoone of the main task of the Committee. MP MiodragVuković emphasised that in the course of the work

CALENDAR

Newsletter on the Parliament of Montenegro Performance  Electronic format  Release: monthly  year IX  No. 96  September 2019

Parliament of Montenegro
The newsletter is edited by the Education Centre of the Parliamentary Institute. 



Bilten o radu Vlade Crne Gore   Elektronsko izdanje   Izlazi petnaestodnevno   Godina II   Broj 17   1-Bilten o radu Vlade Crne Gore   Elektronsko izdanje   Izlazi petnaestodnevno   Godina II   Broj 17   1-Bilten o radu Vlade Crne Gore   Elektronsko izdanje   Izlazi petnaestodnevno   Godina II   Broj 17   1-Bilten o radu Vlade Crne Gore   Elektronsko izdanje   Izlazi petnaestodnevno   Godina II   Broj 17   1-Bilten o radu Vlade Crne Gore   Elektronsko izdanje   Izlazi petnaestodnevno   Godina II   Broj 17   1-Bilten o radu Vlade Crne Gore   Elektronsko izdanje   Izlazi petnaestodnevno   Godina II   Broj 17   1-

Centar za demokratsku tranziciju, VII�Omladinske bb, Podgorica; tel: +382 20 207 070, 207 071; fax +382 20 207 072; e-mail:

NAZIV�PROJEKTA: OTVORENE INSTITUCIJE
Projekat finansira Evropska unija posredstvom Delegacije Evropske unije u Crnoj

Centar za demokratsku tranziciju, VII�Omladinske bb, Podgorica; tel: +382 20 207 070, 207 071; fax +382 20 207 072; e-mail:

NAZIV�PROJEKTA: OTVORENE INSTITUCIJE
Projekat finansira Evropska unija posredstvom Delegacije Evropske unije u Crnoj

Centar za demokratsku tranziciju, VII Omladinske bb, Podgorica; tel: +382 20 207 070, 207 071; fax +382 20 207 072; e-mail: cdtmn@t-com.me; www.cdtmn.org

NAZIV PROJEKTA: OTVORENE INSTITUCIJE
Projekat finansira Evropska unija posredstvom Delegacije Evropske unije u Crnoj Gori

Centar za demokratsku tranziciju, VII Omladinske bb, Podgorica; tel: +382 20 207 070, 207 071; fax +382 20 207 072; e-mail: cdtmn@t-com.me; www.cdtmn.org

NAZIV PROJEKTA: OTVORENE INSTITUCIJE
Projekat finansira Evropska unija posredstvom Delegacije Evropske unije u Crnoj Gori

Centar za demokratsku tranziciju, VII Omladinske bb, Podgorica; tel: +382 20 207 070, 207 071; fax +382 20 207 072; e-mail: cdtmn@t-com.me; www.cdtmn.org

NAZIV PROJEKTA: OTVORENE INSTITUCIJE
Projekat finansira Evropska unija posredstvom Delegacije Evropske unije u Crnoj Gori

Centar za demokratsku tranziciju, VII Omladinske bb, Podgorica; tel: +382 20 207 070, 207 071; fax +382 20 207 072; e-mail: cdtmn@t-com.me; www.cdtmn.org

NAZIV PROJEKTA: OTVORENE INSTITUCIJE
Projekat finansira Evropska unija posredstvom Delegacije Evropske unije u Crnoj Gori

15

involving reform of electoral legislation, specialattention was paid to observing of recommendationssubmitted by the international organisations, addingthat the further activities will be directed towardsharmonisation of electoral procedures with Europeandemocratic practices. The same day, the ODIHRrepresentatives met with Vice-President of theParliament and Chair of the Committee BranimirGvozdenović. Key issues involving the process ofreforms were discussed for the purpose of reaching jointsolutions, aimed at both adopting and implementing theOSCE/ODIHR recommendations. Chair of theCommittee presented the activities of the Committeeand the Secretariate realised so far, whilst referring tothe importance of strengthening the normativestructure and professional capacities of the Parliament.MPs and the experts agreed that the draft laws were animpetus for further work and expressed expectation forfurther cooperation and joint activities of all politicalacters directed towards comprehensive and inclusivereforms. Gvozdenović emphasised that continuousefforts were being invested in Montenegro when it cameto improving electoral legislation and expressedgratitude for the assistance provided so far by the OSCEand ODIHR. He expressed conviction that promoting theelectoral legislation would bring Montenegro closer toworld standards, thus strengthening the trust ofMontenegrin citizens in the electoral process.
26 September•   President Brajović received the newly-appointed Headof the Permanent Mission of Montenegro to the Councilof Europe Zoran janković, on the occasion of hisassuming of office. The interlocutors agreed thatMontenegro should continue to be actively engaged inobserving the COE recommendations, aimed atcontinously promoting Montenegrin legislation andinstitutional framework in the key areas. Brajović alsoemphasised that the role of the Permanent Mission ofMontenegro to the Council of Europe was of greatsignificance in the strengthening of parliamentarydiplomacy. •   Vice-President Branimir Gvozdenović met with non-resident Ambassador of the Kingdom of Belgium toMontenegro Adam Koenraad. The current state of affairswas the main topic discussed at the meeting. TheAmbassador expressed great interest in the work andthe current status of the Committee on Further Reformof Electoral and Other Legislation. Expressingsatisfaction over the interest expressed in the work of

the Committee, he acquainted him with the activities ofthe Committee from the moment it was formed, as wellas with the activities undertaken so far. Koenraadpositively assessed work of the Committee whilst addingthat joint cooperation between the ruling parties andthe opposition parties was needed. The interlocutorsagreed that the role of the European Union,OSCE/ODIHR, and the Venice Commission were ofutmost importance.  In addition, they agreed that furthersubstantial work was needed, requiring the adoption ofnew law, since a great time has been spent in proceduresand discussions over the composition of the Committeeand so forth•   Chair of the Committee on Tourism, Agriculture, Ecologyand Spatial Planning Petar Ivanović and member of theCommittee Ana Nikolić met with the  Director of thePublic Enterprise for Regional Water Supply of theMontenegrin Coast Goran Jevrić and his associatesVojislava Stijepović, financial director;  Ivan Špadijer,technical director; and Jelena Martinović, Head ofAccounting, and with representatives of the Institute ofcertified accountants of Montenegro Igor Pavićević,secretary general and competent auditor, and IbroŠabović, authorised auditor. The Committee wasacquainted with the Regulation on Entrusting theInstitute of certified accountants of Montenegro theduties of the state Administrative body in charge ofAccounting and Auditing. Representatives of theInstitute notified the Committee that the Institute hassigned an Agreement on Cooperation with the StateAudit Institution and provided an opinion onimplemented international accounting standards by thePublic Enterprise for Regional Water Supply of theMontenegrin Coast. Director  of the Public Enterprise forRegional Water Supply of the Montenegrin Coast Jevrićacquainted the Committee with the requirements for theuse of IDA credits. He referred to the importance ofregular work of the Enterprise dealing withimplementation of developmental projects. It wasrecommended that discussion on the topic continue inthe future, while the importance of the properapplication of international standards was emphasisedas well.•   Chair and Members of the Security and DefenceCommittee met with the Delegation of the Ministry ofRepublic of Slovenia headed by the Minister KarlErjavec. Chair of the Committee Branko Čavoremphasised the importance of maintaining andfostering of traditionally excellent relations with theRepublic of Slovenia, assessing the assistance provided
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by Slovenia to Montenegro’s membership path in theNATO of utmost importance, as well as the ongoingsupport on Montenegro’s European Integration path. Inaddition, Čavor  acquainted the interlocutors with thecompetences and the results achieved by the Committee,with special emphasis on legislative activities andparliamentary oversight. The issue of security in theregion and beyond was also one of the topics discussedat the meeting.The interlocutors assessed that bothcountries fostered outstanding bilateral cooperation invarious fields, and especially in the field of security anddefence, emphasising that joint efforts and action haveproven to be a successful  model in dealing with thecurrent challenges in the field of security. Readiness wasexpressed to further promote cooperation in the saidfield. •   Deputy Secretary General of the Parliament ofMontenegro Marija Mirjačić together with her associatespaid a visit to the European Parliament, held on 26-27September, which was organised for parliamentaryservices of Western Balkan countries and Turkey.Human Resources was the main topic discussed duringthe visit. The entire visit was realised through directcommunication, exchange of views and experiencebetween representatives of parliamentary services ofWestern Balkan countries and Turkey and colleaguesfrom the European Parliament.The participants had theopportunity to get acquainted with the good practicesand challenges faced by the European Parliamentcolleagues as well as identify possible areas of furthercooperation.
27 September•   The conference “Openness of Executive and LegislativePower Institutions in the Region and Montenegro: Formwithout Essence”, organised by the Centre forDemocratic Transition (CDT), emphasised that theParliament of Montenegro was the most transparentlegislative parliament in the region. Within the paneldiscussion “Openness of parliaments in the region andMontenegro”, it was stated that the MontenegrinParliament has been the most open legislativeinstitution in the region for years, with a high level oftransparency because it meets almost 80 opennesscriteria, while the regional parliaments averagely meet65 percent of the openness criteria. The Parliament ofMontenegro will continue to work in a recognisedmanner, promoting transparency and accessibility at the

national and international levels.•   A group of 40 young people coming from 15 countries,visited the Parliament of Montenegro, on the occasionof attending the G-20 Youth Summit. During the visit,they were acquainted with the work of the Parliament,its competences and functions, its history as well as withthe activities of the working bodies. They were alsogiven a tour of the art gallery of the Parliament, andaccess to parliamentary archives, as well as a tour  of  theGreat Hall and committee rooms in which parliamentaryactivities took place. The visit was organised within theframeworks of the programme “Open Parliament”.
30 September•   President of the Parliament of Montenegro was akeynote speaker at the XXI Cetinje ParliamentaryForum, held at the Government’s house, in Cetinje.President Brajović met with Deputy Speaker of the BiHHouse of Peoples Nikola Špirić. Emphasising theincreasing importance of parliamentary diplomacy instrengthening parliamentary relations, he was pleasedthe Delegation of Bosnia and Herzegovina had decidedto attend the Forum. Špirić emphasised that theprogress achieved by Montenegro on its Euro-Atlanticpath, was of utmost importance for the whole WesternBalkans, and a soon Montenegro’s membership in theEU would be proof of a credible enlargement policy. Healso emphasised that the CPF was one of the bestplatforms for discussing the current topics concerningthe entire region.•   Members of the Delegation of the Parliament ofMontenegro to the PACE Predrag Sekulić, Head of theDelegation, and members Sanja Pavivćević and ErvinIbrahimović participated in the Autumn Session of thePACE, on 30 September - 4 October, in Strasbourg. Themain topics discussed at the session were as follows:strengthening protection of whistleblowers in Europe,need of establishing common standards for ombudsmaninstitutions, contribution of Council of EuropeDevelopment Bank towards a more inclusive society,and migration of workers from East-Europe and itseffects on the socio-demographic processes. Thefunctioning of democratic institutions in Moldova, post-monitoring dialogue of the Parliamentary Assemblywith North Macedonia, protection of victims ofterrorism, obstetrical and gynaecological violence, andlegal status of “climate refugees”, were also discussed. 
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